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I HE proteftant religiou in its advances thus far,; 
kept pace with the civil policy of nations, 
iind in England with the policy of this kingdom, 
^e.have found, thait the principal reformers both 
in Gerrn^ny ^rid Eriglarid, for the moft part, pro- 
ceeded under the favour and aufpices of the (eve- 
ral civil powers they were connef^ed with j and the 
form of the proteftant religion was generally mo- 
delled according to, the feveral taftes of princes, 
where it was prdfelfedf. In thofe parts, where civil 
^overment is republicaii, the promoters of the re- 
fer nniatipnl erideatourcd to f(>rm tlleir religious fyf- 
teni of policy; according to tha'torder. This was 
the. cafe of Genev^ and the Swifs Cantons, where 
a' parity of power, was eftablifbed among all the 
fiftaJrs of churcheS; and nothing could be dercr- 
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mined but by the voice of the majority^ It does 
not appear, that the priocipal promoters of the 
reformation in thofe parts, endeavoured fo much to 
bring the form of church order to the cooformity, 
which the New Teftament points out, as to ren- 
der it agreeable to the fafte of civil Qovernors, and 
the inclinations of the people. The rights of pri- 
vate judgment, which were infilled upon at the 
council of Spires, were foon betrayed by the fame 
pcribns who gave in a proteftation in their favours; 
for the united fentimcnts of fo many divines were 
foon fubfticuted in place of the Pope's authority, 
and the power of general councils ; and it was ac- 
counted as criminal to depart hop the formularies 
of religion, which were then compofed, as it was to 
renounce the papal, power, and the jurifdi£iion of 
the Bifliop of Rome. The firft defign ofahcfe for- 
mularies was, to exhibit to the world an account of 
what were the principles of the proteftants ; and they 
meant no more by them, than a public vindication 
of themfelves, from the falfe accufations of the 
papifts : but after they began to increafe, and be- 
came more rcfpcftable in the eyes of the world, 
they made thefe confeffions terms of their fellow- 
fhip, and refufed . their communion to fuch as did 
not agree with them in every particular. The fe- 
veral hiftorians who have handed down to us an 
account of the rife and progrefs of the reformation, 
and the principles and praftice of our chief re- 
formers, have aftcd, in many inftances, rather the 
part of apologifts than of writers of hiftory. Bur- 
net, though in general he writes impartially, yet 
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oftentimes conceals fome circumftances, when the 
faults of thofe of his own perfaaiion are readf 
to appear very confpicuous; which wotild elucidate 
matters of fad, and clear up fome doubtful points 
of Hiftory. The controverfj between jhe two* 
contending parties of protcftants, at. Frankfort, he 
relates in a very uhfair manner, * though . he could 
not but know, that Fnlier had recorded ih6 
faSs at large as they really happened. . It docs 
not appear, that the chirf reforitiers were far re^ 
moved from popery until fuflfering, and the ap- 
proach of death opened their eyes: . for their, nor 
tions ofitthe King's fupremacy in matters of rcr 
ligion, upon which they ingrafted a fyftem of per- 
fecution, differed from popery in nothing except 
the name. This very principle reftored the Romifii 
religion to its greateft height, in the reign- of Mar- 
ry : for by the fame laws which- were made in 
the reigns of Hienry the eighth, and: Edward the 
jBxth, for abolifhing the Pope's* authority, was 
the power of the Rottian Pontiff, reftored ifn 
England, in Mary's reign. . This Queen made 
ufe of her fupremacy to reftore popery, as ber^ 
father and brother had 'done to abolifh it; which 
fticws, that a power of this fort, in the hand 
of any fovercign, is always dangerous to true re- 
ligion ; and, that any profeffion of chriftanity, in 
which this is a leading article, cannot be truly 
proteftant. Cranmer and Ridley were both zea- 
lous defenders of the fupremacy, and Cranmer 
confented to the burning of people for breach of 
this article ; which fhews, that however much the 
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flifcs of huQian; policy operated upon bis miod 
the fpirk of humanity was wanting in him. It jsf 
ibmetimes ktsg before the power of truth makes it$ 
ya^jto the heart, and death itfclf is often neceffary 
for this purpofe. Cranmer who was fo zealous for 
^eltmeatis at the lomfecration of Hooper, when he 
iiimfelf was degradtdt, and had death in his eye, 
had it diiferent G^inron of them, and the yery prin- 
ciples which he had perfecuted others for profef- 
iing, for thefe he chearfully laid down his life. 
I^JoQe of the adiKXjs of his life have acquired him fq 
much renown as that of his burning the hand which 
figned his recantation of the- reformed religion. 

lyfeile the folc right of reforming the church 
p{ England was yefted in the crown, it could not 
•well be expend that religion would make much 
progrefs. This was better than the authority of 
the Pope; but it cannot be proved from divine 
TC^ektion, that the King and his council have 
a right to judge for the reft of the kingdom 
without their confent. The reformation in England 
1w^as calrried on by the King, affiftcd by Cranmer, 
and a few chofen divines ; the convocation was fcl* 
dora confultcd, and whcp they proceeded, they 
were over-awed by their fuperiors ; fo every thing 
was modelled according to the defigns of the court, 
pifhop Burnet has offered his apology for this con- 
du<^ ; but his Lordihip appears in much diftrefs 
to vindicate fuch proceedings. He feys, *^ What 
** muft be done when the major part of a church 
f is, according to the confcience of the fupremc 
t^ civil magiftrate. in an error^ and the iefler part is in 
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^e right" He replies, «^ that there bnopisQ-^ 
?* inifc in Scripture, that the inajorhyof paftor« 
f^ ihall be in the right ; on the contrary, it ^ is cerw 
^' tain, that truth feparated from intereft,; has but 
f ' few votaries. Now as it is not reafonaUe^ that the 
!* finalFcrpart fliQuid depart from their fcntiinents^ 
5^:hecaufe oppofed by the majority,, whofc intereft 
^^ lead them to oppdf<^ the reformation, tfaerefom 
f* they might take fen^ary iti the atithority of 
f* the Prince and the Law.*' But who may not 
fee the abfordity. 6f this reafoning : for iJiere is nq 
pron)ife in the Scriptnres which afibr€3 ua, that 
Icings Iball always be in the right ; nor is it rea^ 
fonable, that the majority fiionld conform- to the 
featknents of the minority, foecaufe; they and the 
King thinjc differently from them- Our-ftatc rc^ 
formers of religion affiim^di an authority over the 
confciences of the ftibjelh, atid ena&ed penal laws 
to oblige them to wor jhip God in their man* 
ner ; and ' they pretendtsd to found this power on 
the prafticd of the Jcwifli magiftratjfcsj but they 
fhould have remembered, that the Jewifli ftate was 
a theocracy ; that God himfelf was their King, 
and their chjef magiftrates only deputies^ or God's 
Ticegercnts ; that the laws of *Mofe$ were divine 
laws, and the penalties annexed to them, as mtich 
of divine appointment as the laws thbmfelves; It is 
therefore highly abfnrd, tQ make the fpecial com- 
miflion of the Jewifli magiftracy, a pattern for the 
rights of chriftian princes. Biihop Bnmet is under 
fo much difficulty to make good his point, that 
l^e is obliged to leave the Scriptures altogether, and 

betake 
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betake bimfelf to a law in the Juftiniaa code^ 
made by Thcodofius the Emperor, which declares, 
that all jperfoDs every where, j^ould, under the 
fbrereft pains^ follow that faith which Damafus, 
Kihop of Rome, and Peter of Alexandria had re- 
ceifvcd ; and his Lordilhip fays, why might not 
the Kiiig and the laws of England give the like 
Authority to the Archbiihops of Canterbury and 
York ? His Lordihip ought to have remembered, 
that bad precedents ought not to be followed ; and 
that Theodofius's incrdachment upon the .Jaws of 
nature the rights of mankind, and the liberty al« 
Ifimtd chriftians in divine revelation, was never in- 
tended by prcyvidence as an example to be . obfer* 
ved, but a beacon to warn others from fplttting on 
the feme rock* The infpired apoftlcs of our 
Ujrd axxi Saviour, claimed no fuch donHnion over 
the coniciences of men ; and it is the higheft 
d^ree of prefumption in chriftian princes to claim 
a jitrifdt^tioD over the confciences of: chriftians, 
contrary to both the law of nature and the New 
Teftament^ 

^ Burnet obfcrves, ^^ that it is not to be ima- 
^ gmed how any changes in religion can be made 
^^ by fovereign pfinces, unlefs an authority be 
** lodged with them of giving the fanftion of a 
^ hw to the founders, though the lefler part of 
tf the church ; for as princes and lawgivers are 
^ not tied to an implicit obedience in clergymen, 
" but are left to the freedom of their own dif- 
^ ceming, fo they have a power to choofe which 
^ fide to be of, where things are much enquired 
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^ into/^ The notioa of the magiftrateV imcrfcr- 
ing in the fettlement of religion is derived origi* 
nally from a principle of infidelity ^ for it inipKes 
a disbelief of the promife of God, to prote£l and 
defend his church to the end of the world. The 
magiftrate's authority can never inforce any prind* 
pie of religion upon the confdences of men, which 
the troth and evidence thereof have not inforccd 
before, and in that cafe all civil authority in be^ 
half of religion is needlefs and abfurd. The paf- 
tors, and members of chriftian churches, have as 
good a right to judge for themfelves what they 
ought to believe, as any fupreme magiftrate, m 
prince upon earth. There is no fecurity that pno- 
ces or lawgivers ihall not err, or that they (hall 
judge right concerning the founders . of religion - 
for ^hey may be as ready to take fides With thofc 
who are on the wrong, as thofe who are oa chc 
right fide of the queftion. All that is incumbent 
on the civil magiftrate to do in behalf of rdigiotiy 
is to choofe his own profefiion, and proted all the 
reft of his fubjefts in the free exerdfe of theirs, 
as long as they live foberly, and behave as . good 
members of civil fociety. It is highly rea- 
fonable that the prince (hould have power to 
chufe which form of rdigion may appear to him 
to be beft, but his fubjefls ought to have the 
lame privilege, and neither? the majority nor mi- 
nority be fiiffered to Jrapofe upon one another, 
while they entertain no principles inconfiftent with 
the fafety;.of government. The bifhbp obfcrves, 
^ that when the chrifiian belief had no^ the 
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^ ftippbtt^ W, i^etf bilbop mght bis flock tiii 
^ beft way h^ ^ould^ aad gate his neighbdors fucH 
*' an account of bis faith, at^ or food after, hH 
<^ confecnition as fatisded ihem f^ and fb fays his 
lordihip '^ they maituaincd the unity cif the chnrch/' 
This was undoubtedly a better snethodi than td 
force people to profefs what they canndC belieYei 
or to propagate religion by ire and fwotd^ aH wai 
coo often the prance of our refofmers« 

From the time that Hooper was confeo^ted, the 
con^eft concerning veftments had continued^ The 
ftrider party lodked upon the diftinAions of garilients 
as altc^ether fuperftitious, and fragments of popery,' 
and on that account refufed to ufe them from a prin- 
ciple of confcicncc. The chief of the clergy whd 
were in power, looked upon them as indifferent, but 
impofed them* upon others on pain of depriTation,and 
fevere cenfurc. This was certainly very unchriftian ; 
for as they themfelves declared them to be indiffe*- 
xenty they ought not, according to the laws of chrifli- 
anity, to have impofed them upon their brethren* 
The only plauiible pretence they had for their tondud! 
Was, that the magiftrate commanded them; but a$ 
their brethren made it a matter of confcience, and they 
themfelves accounted it indifferent what fort of robes 
they wore, it lay beyond the magiftrate's jurifdiftioD. 
As thefe veflments could neither make them better 
inen, nor more loyal fubje£b, it was cruel to impofe 
them upon them, when their confciencres would not 
permit them to ufe them. 

During the reign of Edward, the reformation 
promiied fair to go on^ and the King did all be 
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Gould to promote it; but the clergy were fo full 
of pride and popifti fentimcnts, that they oppofed 
it with all their might. The greatefl length that 
the leaders of the reformation could attain to. 
was, to retrench fomething of popery, and leave the 
form of the Romifh religion in as decent order as they 
could. One thing which hindered the progrefs of 
the reformation of religion in England, and ftopt it 
fooner than it ought to have been, was the great 
anxiety of the clergy to be obfequious to the King and 
courti Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and the reft of the 
reformers, always concluded that they fhould proceed 
in nothing, unlefs the court went along with them ; 
and whenever the King and council found it inconfiftc- 
ent with their private ends to proceed, the reformers 
looked upon it as a call in providence for them to 
wait, until the civil powers fliould again begirt to 
|nove in the reformation. In this refpe<^ the clergy 
were mere creatures of the civil powers, and made it 
their ftudy to form religion in England, according to 
the tafte of the powers which were then in being ; (o 
that the ref^ormation and the fyftem of religious policy, 
which was eftabli(hed thereon, has never amounted 
to aiiy thing more then a ftate religion, or a part of 
the conflicution of England. - The very articles of 
what was then called the chriftian religion,, were 
compofed atcording to the tafte of the coiirr, and 
the humour of the King ; and the clergy were (6 
obfequious to the orders of the council, that iil 
procefs of time it became natural to them to think 
that religion (hould keep pace with the plbaliirc 
of civil governors. 
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In the reign of Edward, the tt(ortAtri hid t 
fair opportunity to have made greater progrefs in 
the reformation of religion, for the King cameftly 
defired it : but the popift part of his council, 
and the popifli clergy ftrenuoufly oppofed all pro* 
cecdin^s of this fort. And the reformers them- 
felvcs raiftaking the true method of advancing it, it 
c^me little farther than it had done in the former 
reign. The method of proceeding by aft of par- 
liament, or order of the King's council, hi every 
article of religious reformation, was not a Kkely 
method to reform a whole nation from popifh 
fuperftition ; for as long as rational conviftion is 
not offered to men^s minds, no true reformation 
can be expcfted. To force men to be religious 
by penal laws, means no more than that they fhall 
be of the fame profeffion with the law-makers, 
or fuffer lofs: but if their minds revolt from the 
principles propofed to their affent, they cannot be 
of the fame opinion, though for fear they fiiould 
cveii fay fo. In the reigns of Henry the eighth, 
and his fon Edward, what truly may be called 
a reformation, was promoted by printing and pub- 
liihing the Bible in Englifh, and allowing the 
people the free ufe thereof. This fource of di- 
vine knowledge^ when once it was opened, had 
more influence upon the mmds of men than all 
the ftatutes which ever had been made in behalf 
of religion. The doftrines contained therein af- 
forded rational conviflion, and made way to the 
heart : and when once people were well aflured, 
what was the will of God, they were lefs care- 
ful 


( II ) 

ful to conilder the dogmas of men^ or the in* 
ventions pf the clergy. They fuftained themfelycs 
judges of human compofitions, and tried them by 
the word of God, which is the only judge of 
all religious controverfies. As long as they had 
no rule to judge by, except what each party laid 
for themfehes, they *ere ready to be mifled by 
the authority of great names^ or the influence 
of numbers ; but when the word of God was 
once in their poffeffion, they judged both parr 
ties thereby, and followed neither, but fo far as 
they fpa^e according to this rule. When once 
the laity were inftrufied by the fcripturcs, in 
their priviledges as chriftians, it was out of the 
power of the clergy of the church of Rome, or any 
ptber church, to make them believe the abfurdi. 
ties of popifh fupcrftition, or caufe |hem to fub- 
mit ^tamely to any lordfliip over their confciences* 
t^rudence direfted them frequently to conceal their 
fcntiments for fear of perfccutibn, while in pxi- 
vatc, they obferved a form of religion different 
from what was authorifed by law : and though 
they feemed outwardly to agree with the eflabHIhed 
forms, they were otherwife perfwaded in iheir 
own minds. Thefc fentiments at laft became fet- 
led principles in their hearts^ and made many of 
ihe very lowefl: clafs of people refift the eftabliihed 
religion unto blood. One thing remarkable in 
the behaviour of thofe who fuffercd for religioa 
in thefe times is, that they feemed no ways dif- 
pofed to impofe their opinions upon others, biic 
only wanted the liberty to enjoy th^ir own. This 
Vol II. Bz fliews 
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flicws plainly, thjit they were dircfted by the Scrips 
tures, and guided by the light of the New Tef-t 
lament, which allows al} chriftijins the liberty of 
their thoughts, independent upon all human aa- 
thority. In after times, when the reformed reli- 
gion became a part of the policy of the nation, tb^ 
profeffors thereof began to impofe it upon others, 
in the fame manner, and on the like penalties, 
as popery had been impofed before ; which fhewsi 
that whatever form of religion men may profefs, 
when it is ufed for political purpofes, it naturally 
difpofes them to reftrain the liberty of others. 
The very idea of temporal emoluments, and wordly 
honours, being connefted with relfgion, tends tq 
corrupt' the mind, and to inflame the paffions with 
a dcfire of worldly riches and grandeur ; by which 
means, men become indiflferent to fpiritual things, 
and in procefs of time negleft them altogether, 
It would be a great happinefs for the church of 
God to have liberal provifions made for the paf- 
tors thereof, provided that experience had not 
proved that this wordly advantage has always been 
hurtful to true religion. Even nation^, as they 
grow rich and wcdthy, turn wicked; and there 
is no reafon to expert that church members a- 
bounding in all the pleafures of fenfe, and enjoy- 
ing all the gratifications of their appetites, will 
long prove ftedfafl in the faith. Providence has 
wifely ordered that when true reformation is de- 
Cgned to be promoted, the allicitations to wordly 
greatnefs, and excitements to temporal eafe and 
glory, are removed from the view of the refor^^ 
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mers, left . dbjefts of feiifc flipyld interrupt their 
purfuits in carrying on a work which only caa 
be carried on ty faith, and not by fcnfe. There 
h not fuffident proof to confirm a judicious perfon, 
that there is as much real virtue in the world, 
as will defermin^ men in fpite ot worldly gran-^ 
deur and riches, to purfue truth- for its dwa 
fikc. Experience teftifies what effeft a change of 
circumftances hgs often had upon many who have 
profeffed the chriftian " religion ; and how the/- 
have fallen from their profeffion* by temptations 
arifing from riches^ honour and preferment. From 
the fame principles that may betray tfieir coun* 
try, others betray the caufe of chriftianity. Pro^ 
videncc is wife in removing thefc out of the waf 
when a reformation is to be carried on. The 
chriftian religion at firft was promoted under every 
worldly difadvantage, and fmcc has never needed 
the leaft reformation, except when it was cor^ 
ruptcd'by policy. 

There is much reafon to believe, that if all the 
civil gpvernments fince rhe days of the apoftles had 
never interfered with religion any otherwife than 
by profcffing what form thereof appeared beft to 
them, and protefted all their fubjefts in the en- 
joyment of that fpeciCvS of chriftianity, which their 
own confciences fuggefted to them, from a right 
perufal of the holy fcriptures, while they' main- 
tained no principles inconfiftent with the peace of 
civil foci ety, there .would have been more true 
godlinefs among profciTed chriftians.- than there 
frequently has been. It happens oftcn^ in poli- 
tical 
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tical e(Ublifiu9efit$» as ia &i^ir$ * of Aat^, that 
yffhcn thpfc who think themfelvcs worthy of pre* 
fiBirmenc are difappointed^ they turn querclous^ 
^4 become eneQites to that goverment which 
tbey expe^ed would haye preferred them ; whence 
it fometimes happens in cafe of any commotion^ 
^r jarfing in politics, that the clergy have it in 
ll^eir power to giye the ftate a great deal of 
trouble: but when men have po fuch expefhtti- 
OBs there c^not be fuch caufe of ofifence. When 
fdigion k l^fc to make its way to the hearts of 
men, by its own evidence, it promifes to have a 
laoro laftitig effe^ than when they are tempted 
to be religiou$ by the in4uence of wealthy fplen-^ 
dour, Of greatncfs. 

Had King Henry the Eighth permitted all his 
iqbje^s to penile the Bible, and prai£life what 
form of religion they pleafed, and only exerted 
his. ai^thority to prevent them from injuring one 
another, or diflurbing the public- peace, there is 
reafon to think there would have been more 
true reformation in one reign than has ever yet 
been attained. The progrefs of religion has air- 
ways been interrupted, by the intervention of 
fpme authority^ which has prefcribed the limits 
of godlineis, or extended its bounds according to 
the pleafure of politicians : and the mitids of men 
have been cramped by certain creeds and arti*- 
iks not altogether confiftent with divine revek^ 
lioq. By thist means what was intended to pre* 
veni infidelity, and promote chriftianity, has un« 
h^Pfily proniotQd the 6x9^, and interrupted the 
. * latter^ 
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fatter. The tery fuppofition that religion d«^9 

any other aid or alfiftaace, bedded its own pdw-* 

er and evidence, fuggefts a doubt of iw aothefi*' 

cicity, and has given a handle to infidels to call 

it in queftion : and \7hac &ew& the inutility of 

all human articles is, tbatt in the controveriy 

concerning the chriftian religion they are of no 

fervice; for no adverfary will admit them,, and 

the fnendft of the gofpel, ire obliged in that 

cafe to pjt them up. In France where both 

civil and etclefiaftical authority are exentd in an 

high degree, in behalf of the church, there are 

perhaps more deids than in any other nation 

in Europe. If any form ^ religion is made a 

part of the conftitution of a nation, and cannot 

be altered without endangering the codftitution, 

kt it by all means continue as it is, and tHde 

whofe confciences permit thetn to nfe that form^ 

le^ them have their reward ; but it is certainly 

Hnreafonable to admit any penal laW^ againft othe^ 

for non*conformity, or make their religion the 

Aieans of hindering them to be ferviceable to ct« 

vU goverment. A good fnbjeA is certainly eA-* 

titled t6 the favour of civil authority, though hit 

toQfcience may not perfttit him to join in the 

eftabli&ed worihip, or approve of the national 

religion. 

The death of Qaten Mary produced very dif- 
ferent eSbas in the minds of the fubjeSsi The 
papi(b we#e full of feaits, leH: Elizabeth, whfsn (he 
ftiontd be advanced to the throne, (hoald refent 
Atf m trcatloient it» had received from them ; the 

pro- 


pfrotcftants were overjoyed with the hope, that 
the new Queen would certainly promptc the re- 
formation. The death of Mary was concealed for 
a' few hours, but it is uncertain what were the 
deliberations of the courtiers on this occafion. . The 
Lord Chancellor went at laft to the houfe of Lords* 
and imparted the news of the Queen's death to 
them. This information ftruck the Bijfxops witL 
thegreateft cohfufion^ atid filled all the couucellors 
with terror. The confdoufnefs of their own guilt, 
in the manner they had behaved to . Elizabeth, 
made them fear evils which never, happened, but 
which they knew they juftly deferved. They ex- 
pedied Elizabeth woiild fepay in kind, the treat- 
ment they had given her, and were confounded 
at the thoughts of appearing before her* They 
had but one fhift which appeared plaufible to 
preferve themfelves . from her refentment, and that 
was, to comply readily witji her preferment to^ 
the throne. To this refolution they adhered, 
and by the Chancellor, fent to the houfe of Com- 
mons, fignifying their forrow for the lofs of the 
Queen ; but that- their grief was fo much the 
more alleviated, becaufe there was fuch an agree- 
able fucceffor to be preferred to the throne, who 
was the undoubted heir to the crown, and con- 
cerning whofe right and title there was no dif* 
pute. This was a method of changing, very 
common in thofe times, and what thefe very fame- 
perfons had often pra^lifed before, on fevcral oc- 
cafions. The language of courtiers and time-fer- 
vers^ has been much the fame in ali ages; &r 

they 
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they geherallf flatter when they . are in cxpeSa- 
tion of preferraent, and tyrannize when they arc 
in powen Hope or fear changes the tone of their 
language, and makes them exprefs flattery or auf- 
terity, according to the force of their prefent 
feelings. 

The parliament was now diflblved by the death 
of the late Queen, when Elizabeth was proclaimed 
by the Lords. The Mayor of London alfo pro- 
claimed Elizabeth Queen, when the populace ex- 
preffed the higheft fatisfaftion that ever had ap- 
peared on fuch an occafion. Mary's death feemcd 
totally forgotten, and the joy of the nation in ge- 
neral at the preferment of Elizabeth, Ihcwed plainly 
that the fubjefts believed they were now in ex- 
peftation of a r^leafe from tyranny and bondage. 
Few except the ptiefts (hewed any marks of grief 
on this occafion, who being dcfpifed and laughed 
at by the populace> were obliged- to flink away, 
and conceal themfelve^ in their fecret retreats, to 
indulge their fpleen, inftead of joining in the 
feflivity of the occafion. 

The Queen was now at Hatfiel^ When the news 
of her fifter^s death, and of her own advancement, 
were brought to her, when ftie proceeded ip her 
Way to London. All the Bifliops met her at High- 
gate, whom (he received civilly, except Bonner, 
whom (ht coiafidef ed as fo pointed with blood, that 
fhe thought proper to fliew fome marks of difre- 
fpeft to him. She was received into the city 
with the higheft exclamations of joy, and refpeft, 
that ever had been feen on the like occafions. 
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People of all ranks were ovcrjojcd at the hopes of 
enjoying the free exercife of . their religion and 
liberty under the government of the new Queen, . 
As Toon as the tidings . of this great ^change were. 
carried beyond feas, the reformers who had fled 
on 'acccount of the perfecution, returned home; 
and fuch as lay concealed in the houfes of their 
friends, tegan to appear. The public religion con- 
tinued for fome time in the fame poftiire as it had 
done in the late Queen's reign: the popifli priefts 
enjoyed their livings, and difcharged their funflipns. 
None of the proteftant clergy who had been banifhed 
in the former rdgn were yet rcftored ; and orders 
were given, that no innovations fhould be made 
without public authority. Elizabeth proceeded with 
caution; and tho' flie favoured the reformed religion, 
yet was fhe not.fo very ftrift in her belief thereof 
as *to endanger her crown, by promoting it too zea- 
loufly. Perhaps no Prince afcended the throne un- 
der more difadvantages. The Pope had declared 
her illegitimate, and the Queen of Scotland laid 
claim to her kingdom ; the eftablifhed clergy were 
her enemies, the nation was at war with France 
and the trcafury exhauftcd. Elizabeth wanted firft 
to fettle public affairs and eflablilh peace with her 
neighbours, before Ihe proceeded to reform the 
church. 

The Queen loved fplendour in her religion, and 

magnificence in her devotions. She had much of 

the temper of her father, and was rather arbitrary 

) in her difpofition. She loved many of the old po- 

pifh rituals in which Ihc had been educated, and 

thought 
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thought her brother Edward had made religion too ) 
bare, by ftripping it of fo many of its ornaments ; L 
and that he had made the doftrine of religion too \ 
narrow in fome points. She could hardly be pre- 
Tailed with to proceed fo far as Edward had done. 
The principal thing which the Queen did with rc»- 
gard to religion, before the meeting of parliament,* 
was to prevent al^ difputes in the pulpit. Some of 
the reformers who had been preachers in the reign 
of Edward, began to make ufe of his fervice book, 
without authority or licence from their fuperiors: 
this alarmed the popiflx clergy, and gave occafion to 
a proclamation, dated the twenty-feventh of Decem- 
ber, prohibiting all minifters to preach, and the 
people were forbidden to hear any other doftrinc 
except the epiftle and gofpel for the day, and the 
ten commandments, in Englilh, without any com- 
ment or paraphrafe. This proclamation admits of 
the litany, the Lord's prayer, and creed, in Eng- 
liih: but no public prayers were to be read in the 
church, except fucH as were appointed by law, till 
the meeting of parliament, which was to affemble on 
the twenty-third of January. 

The writs for a new parliament were iflued 
by Bacon, who was now appointed keeper of the 
great feal. On tke fifth of December the Queen 
performed the funeral rites of her fifter at Weft- 
minftcr, with great magnificence. The bifliop of 
Winchefter preached the funeral fermon in which 
he extolled the goverment of the late Queen, 
and reflefted with great feverity upon thofe who 
had begun to commit difordcrs, and oJTcrcd an 
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open infult to the charaftcr of Elizabeth, for which 
he was confined to hi§ houfe till the parliapacnt 
flxould meet. ^ 

A principal objeft of the deliberations of the 
Queen and her council, was how to fupply the 
principal bilhapricks which were now vacant, or 
fliould henceforth happen to be vaciant, through the 
incorrigiblcnefs of the Bifbop^ who were ftrongly 
attached to popery. Canterbury, Hereford, BriftoL 
and Bangor were now vacant ; the Biftiops of Nor-? 
wich and Gloucefter died the next year; and it is 
reported that there were only fourteen Bilhops living 
when the parliament met. It was reckoned a natter 
of great importance to find men fufEciently qqali- 
fied to ferve in thcfc vacant biihopricks, efpecially 
in the fee of Canterbury : for this Parket was af** 
terwards fixed uppn, 

"While the exiles were preparing to return home, 
feveral letters paffed between them to fettle their 
differences before they returned to their native covm- 
try. They had divided concerning the liturgy of 
Edward the Sixth, at Fraqckfort, ai^d were not yet 
reconciled to one another. Thofe of Geneva de- 
fired a mutual forgivenefs, and prayed their br.ethren 
of Arrow Baffil, Franckfort, Strasburgh, and Worms 
to join with them in preaching God's word, v and in 
endeavouring to obtain fuch a form of worfliip as 
they had feen praflifed in the beft reformed churches. 
The others replied, that they were willing to com- 
ply in things indifferent, and hoped that thofc of 
Geneva would do the fame ; and faid that they were 
ready to join with their brethren in petitioning the 

Queen 
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Queen, that nothing . truly burthcnfome might • be 
impofed upon them. Both parties coQgrap:)lated her 
Majefty's acceffion tq the throne, in poeros, ad^ 
drefles, at)|jl dedications^ of books, but they were re* 
duced to the utraoft poverty and diftrefe; for they 
returned tp their native country almoft dcftitute of 
every thipg except le^^-ningj, cxpwence, and a good 
confcie^ce; TJiofe 5«[ho could comply tvith the 
eftabliftunent were foon preferred, but the reft 
were neglefied, and reduced to great poverty and 
diftrefs. 

The fqffcrings which thofe divines had under r 
gone had not fuch a good effed upon them as 
might have been cxpefted; for they brought home 
with them a fpirit of antipathy againft one ano- 
ther, and (hewed an averfion to almoft every ex-? 
pedient which w^ prppofed for carrying on the 
reformation. Some were for carrying it on in. a 
vigorous manner, and wanted to abolifh all the vefp 
tigcs of popery; others were for retaining certain 
modes, veftmenrs, and forms of worfliip, to malcQ 
chriftianicy appear decent like, and to make it a* 
greeablc to the tafte of thofe who loved to have 
fomething gaudy in their way of approaching untp 
God, The friends of. the reformation abroad did 
all that they could to perfuade the Englilh refor- 
mers to proceed to a thorough and perfeft refor- 
mation ; Gwalter, Bullinger, Peter Martyer, ancj 
Weidner advifed them ftrongly to this; but ihofi; 
who were difpofed to temporize, were the majo- 
rity, and thefe had the countenance of the Queen, 
which at that time was the chief ipring for car- 
rying 
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, rying on religious projefts. Cox, Grindal, Horn, 
and PiHcington, with fome others, not only wanted 
courage to proceed, but did not love fuch a perfcft 
reformation as their brethren abroad recommended ; 
their minds were ftill full of the ideas of magni- 
ficence which the trapping of popery had fuggcfted, 
and they could not think of ftripping true god- 
linefs of that finery which recomniends her to the 
fenfcs of men. 

The court concerted their meafures in fuch a 

« 

manner with regard to eleftions, that fuch members 
Were chofen for reprefentatives in parliament as 
were well affefted to the proteftant religion, fo that 
when the parliament affembled there was a majority 
on the fide of the reformation. The firft trial which 
was made of the difpofirion of the commons, was 
the bringing in a bill for reftoring the firft-fruits 
and tenths which Mary had reftored to the church. 
This bill pafled in the houfe of commons without 
much oppofitioff, on the fourth of February; but 
when it came to the houfe of Lords all the Bi- 
Ihops were againft it. Another aft was pafled, 
that no perfon fliould be difturbed or puniflicd for 
cxercifing the religion which was praftifcd in the 
reign of Edward the Sixth; and the public fervice * 
was appointed to be performed in the vulgar tongue. 
The Queen was now impowered to nominate Biihops 
to vacant fees by a conge d'elire, as is praftifed ftill ; 
and the religious houfes which were founded by 
Maty were fupprefled, and annexed to the crown. 
Two principal afts pafled this feflSon, namely, the afts 
©f fupremacy, and of uniformity of common prayer. 

The 
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The firft is entitled. An aft for rcftoring to the 
crown the ancient jurifdiftion oter the ftate, ecde- 
fiaftical and fpiritual; and for aboliflung foreiga 
power. This law is the fame for fubftanc^ with 
that of the twenty-fifth of Henry the Eighth ; >ut 
the commons incorporated fome other bills into it i 
for together with the title of Supreme Governor ior 
all caiifes, ecclefiaftical and temporal, which is re-, 
florcd to the Queen, the aft reftores the laws of 
Henry the Eighth and Edward the Sixth which 6ad 
been repealed in the preceding reign. It forbids all 
appeals to Rome, and frees the fubjefts. from all 
burdens and exaftionis paid to that court. It re- 
peals a fevers law made in the preceding reign 
againft herefy ; and enjoins that all perfoas in pub- 
lic e;mployraents, civiLor ecclefiaftical, fliall be ob- 
liged to take an oath to recognize the Queen's 
right to the crown, and of her fupremacy in all 
caufes ecclefiaftical and citil, on penalty of forfeit- 
ing all their promotions in the church, and of be- 
ing declared incapabl.e of holding any public ofijcc. 
This aft of fupremacy ovq-tur^ed all that had been 
done in the preceding reign, and brought thp po- 
licy of the church near to the fame pitch it was 
in the reign pf Edward, the Sixth. This aft 
made it high treafou in cafe any perfon was thrice 
conTrifted of writing or publifliing any thing con- 
trary to the tenor thereof. 

One remarkable claufe in this aft gave rife to a 

' new court, called the High Q>mmijEon Court, which 

afterwards became an intolerable gri/svance to the 

nation. By this claufe the QiJ^^ii ^°^ her fucceflbrs 

had 


( 34 ) 

h^d power by their letters patent under the great 
feal, to appoint fuch perfons as they (hall think 
proper/ and for as long time as they pleafe, pro- 
vided they are natural-born fubjefls, to ufe, oc- 
cupy, or exercife, under her or them, all manner 
o( jurifdiftion, privileges, and pre-eminences, totich- 
ing any fpiritual. or ecclefiaflical jurifdiftion within 
the realms of England and Ireland, &c. And to 
tifit, reform, redrefs, order, correft, and amend 
errors, herefies, fchifms, abufes, tontempts, offences, 
^nd enormities whatfoever : provided that they hare 
to power to determine any thing to be herefy but 
what has been judged to be fo by the authority 
of canonical fcripture, or by the firft four general 
Councils, or any of them; or by any other general 
council wherein the fame Was decliared herefy by 
the exprefs and plain words of canonical fcripture, 
or fuch as fcall hereafter be declared to be be- 
fefy by the high court of parliament, with the 
affent of the clergy in convocation. 
* Upon the authority of this claufe the Queen 
appointed a certain number of commiflioners for 
ccdefiaftical caufes, who exercifed the fame power 
which the vicegerent of Henry the Eighth had done 
before. This power was frequently much abufed 
in the reigns of James the Firft dnd his fon Charles, 
^s will afterwards be made appear. Tbefe commif- 
lioners feldom confulted the exprefs words of fcrip- 
ture, of the opiriions of general councils. They 
found a far ihorter- and eafier method of proceed- 
ing. They entangled their' prifoner with oaths 
ex officio; and the inextricable perplexities of the 
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popifh canon law ; and tho' it is common fpr all 
eccleiiaftical . courts to be fubje£l co a prohibition 
from the courts of Weftminftcr, yet this privilege 
was feldom allowed. Tbefe commiilioners fported 
themfelves in the mod wanton z(h of tyranny and 
oppreffion, till their names became hateful to the 
whole nation; fo at la(t their proceedings were 
condemned by the united voice of the people of 
England, and the court was dilTolved by a6l of par- 
liament, with this claufe, that no fuch jurifdidion 
fliouid be revived for the future in any court what* 
foever. 

Bifhop Burnet thinks that this fupremajcy falls 
fliort of what King Henry the Eighth claimed, 
and what was fometimes pra£lifed by Elizabeth, 
who often ftretched her prerogative beypnd it. 
However far fome Princes have gone beypnd this 
zA /}{ fupremacy, yet it is abundantly plain that 
it. grants power to the Kings of England, in mat- 
ters qf religion, whjch is inconfifbent with the free 
exercife thereof. Henry the Eighth declared to 
the convocation of York, that he claimed no higher 
fupremacy than chriAian Princes had done in the 
primitive time^ over their fubjefts ; yet it is capable 
of demobftration, that no chriftian Emperors claimed 
fuch a jurifdifition as that which both Henry and 
all the Kings of England fince have a right to 
claim by virtue of this aft of fupremacy. By this 
fupremacy the whole power which was origiqally 
in the times of popery lodged in the Bifhop of 
Rome, was now lodged in the bands of the Kings 
of England, and they have it in their power to 
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aker or reform religion according as they fisril 
feenx meet. Hooker allows, in his Ecclefiaftical 
Polity, that if the whole ecclefiaftical ftatc fliould 
fliand in need of being vifited or reformed; or 
when any part of the churth is mfcfted with errors, 
fchifms, or hercfies, whatfoever fplritmal powers the 
Legates had from the fee of Rome, and exercifed 
ift right of the Pope for remedying evils, witho^t 
violating the laws of God or nature; as much in 
every degree have our laws granted to the King 
for ever, whether he thinks fit to e&erclfe it by 
ecclefiaftical fynods, or otherwife according to law. 

What Hooker fays belongs to the Kings of Engr, 
land by law, has been frequently claimed by them 
«) the no fmalli grief of many of their fobjeds. 
This fopremacy fees -^iit the twentieth article of 
the church of England, which lays, ^' that the 
*^ church has authority in matters of faith ; " for by 
this aA the King or his delegates have ^ right to 
determine what is found dodrine or herefy, and 
to command the clergy to preach it under pain 
of a premunire. And it is. beyond all difpute, that 
thd King of England is the ultimate judge in all 
difcipline in fpiritual courts. 

The ad of uniformity, which pafled at the 
fame time with the ad ctf fupremacy, very much 
ftrengthens and enlarges the powdr of the Queen ; 
for it fays, ^' that the Queep'a Majefty, by advice 
^* of ecclefiaftical commiffioners, or of her metro* 
^ politan, may ordain and publifli fuch ceremonies 
*' or rites as may be moft for the glory of God, 
*^aa4 the edifying ef the church/' Accordingly 
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iief Majdiy pUbti&ed her inpnflsons, wkbouc fenc- 
ing them to cither the conTcxiankm or pariiamea^ 
and fet up a court of high commiilion for eccle^ 
fiaftical caufes^ coBiifting of commiiEoiia'S of her 
own appointing, to (ee them put in execution. So 
zealous was Elizabeth for this branch of her pre* 
rqgatire, that fhe would not fufFer hier high court 
of parliament to pafs any bill £br the amendnietit 
or alteration of the ceremonies of the church, it 
being, as ftie faid, an invafion of her prerogative. 

From this nine the Kimgs and Queens of Eng- 
land .have on many occafions claimed the fuprcme 
juriidiffion in all matters of religion, not only over 
the common people, but likewife over the very chief 
of the clergy ; and they have it yet in their power 
to do fo, and aft according to law when they do 
it. They havfe and may ftill claim the fole power 
of the nominsfticm of Bifliops; ibr the Dean and 
Chapter are obliged to choofe whom the King names, 
under the penalty of a premunire, and after they 
are chofen they cannot aft except they have a 
conamiffion from the crown. 

No convocations or ryiK)ds of the dlcrgy can af* 
fcmblc but by a writ from the -crown, and when 
rffembled they can do no bufinefs without the King's 
letters patent, appointing them the particular fub- 
jefts they are to debate upon : and after all, their 
decrees ate of no force without the royal fanftion. 

It is abundantly evident from the cxprefs words 
of feveral ftatutes, that all jurifdiftion, ecclefiaftical as 
well as civil, was given to the King, and taken away 
from the Bifliops, except by delegation from h'm^ 
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The King was made chief in the determination of all 
caufes in the church; he had authority to make 
laws, ceremonies, and conftitutions, and without him 
no fuch laws, ceremonies, or conftitutions are, or 
ought to be, of any force. All appeals which were 
formerly made to Rome, are for ever hereafter to 
be made to his Majcfty*s Chancellor, to be decided 
and determined by delegates. 

The greateft part of the catholics refufed the 
oath of fupreraacy, as incdnfiftent with their alle- 
giance to the Pope ; but the friends ot the reforma- 
tion took it, according to an explanation thereof 
given by the Queen, annexed to her injunftions. 
This explanation fets forth, ^* that her Majefty 
" meant no more than thai, under God, {he had 
** the fovereignty over all perfons born in her 
'^ realms, either ecclefiaftical or temporal, fo as no 
'^ foreign power had, or ought tb have authority 
** over them.*' This was far from being the whole 
import of the oath of fupremacy ; and thofe perfons 
who fwore the oath could not but perceive that 
more was intended. Elizabeth's explication of the 
aft of the fupremacy, is exprefsly contrary to the 
aft itfelf, which affirms, that her Majefty, under 
Chrift, is head of the church of England ; whereas 
the explanation makes her Majefty only fovereign 
over all fubjefts born within her realms. 

In this age the boundaries between things civil 
and ecclefiaftical were not well afcertained : things 
civil and religious were blended together, without 
confidering the juft and neceffary diftinftions which 
l^velation hath fixed between them.. The pride of 
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Princes, and the fclfilh difpofition which prevailed 
among churchmen, difpofed the firft to mingle reli- 
gion with ftatc affairs, and the latter to receive the 
mifcellany as good and . ncceffary. The power of 
the civil magiftrate appears chiefly to refpeft the 
civil welfare and happinefs of the fubjcfis : it is 
his duty to proteft them in their properties, and in 
the peaceable enjoyment of their civil and religious 
rightsT; but there is no warrant from revelation for 
magillrates affuming a lordfhip over the confciences 
of liiea, or any* authority in matters of faith. It is 
equally contrary to reafon, which teacheth, that re- 
ligion fliould proceed from free and deliberate choice. 
There is no more reafon that fubjefts fliould be- 
lieve as the King believes, than there is for their 
believing as the Pope and the church doth. The 
undcrftandings of men are not all alike, and arc 
not equally capable of receiving the fame doftrine; 
and while they do not underftand, they cannot 
rationally believe. To make ecclefiaftical laws, to 
oblige men to praftice the fame form of religion 
under fevere penalties, with or without conviflion 
of the trAith thereof, is a manifeft encroachment 
upon the kingly power of Jcfus Chrift, and a vio- 
lation of the rights of confcicnce, which ought al-r 
ways to be left free. . Befides, the jurifdi^lion of all 
churches, according to the New Teftament, is fpiri- 
tual, and no perfon can be obliged by rewards or 
puniftiments to become a member of a chriftian fo- 
ciety, or to continue longer in it thau he perceives 
it to be his duty. The weapons cf the chriftian 

warfare 


( 3^ X 

Itrarfare ate cot carnal, but fpintual ; fcripttire ^ti4 
reafon are only fpirituai weapons. 

Had our reformers ccmiidered thefe principles in 
thisreigo, they might hayi^ pi6ceeded with more 
eafe in reforming the nation, and much lefs difturb- 
ance both to themfelves and others. As long as 
men's principles are not inconfiftent with civil govern* 
ment they ought to be protefted in the ufe of thcm# 
by the civil powers. All forms of religion which 
promote civil difcord or difobedience to magifirates 
ought not to be encouraged ; for it never can be a 
j-ight form of godlinefs which denies obedience to 
f the lawful commands of civil authority. Uniformity 
in public worfhip, enforced by penal laws, has the 
greateft tendency to deftroy moral principles; for 
'^l thofe who through fear of punifhment comply with 
/ the eftabliihed form of religion and do not believe 
^^ it, will take the firft opportunity to betray it when 
that fear is removed, or it turns to their advantage. 
To pave the way for an uniformity in 
^^^' religion, a difpute w^s appointed by th« 
authority of the Queen, in Weftminfter Abbey, be* 
fore the privy council and both houfes of parlia^ 
ment, on the thirty-firft of March, one thoufand 
five hundred and fifty-nine, between nine popifii Bi- 
(hops and the like number of proteftant Divines^ 
upon thefe three points : 

I. Whether it was not contrary to fcripture, and 
the cuftom of the ancient church, to ufe a language 
unknown to the people in the common prayers and 
the facraments? 

2. Whc- 
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^. Whether every cburdbi had not authority to 
appoint, change, and remove ceremonies and eccle« 
fiaflical rites, provided the fame was done to the 
ufe of edifying? 

3. Whether it coqld be proved by the word of 
God, that in the mafs there was a propitiatory fa«> 
cri£ce for the living and the dead ? 

This difputation was to be performed in writing, 
but the papifts broke it off after the firft day, be^ 
caufe they found the popular clamour and commoa 
fenfe was againft them» They pretended that the 
catholic caufe ought not to be fubmitted to fuch 
judges : they affirmed further, that the catholic 
do6lrine was already eftablifhed, and that it was too 
great an encouragemetit to heretics, to admit their 
religion to be difputed before a multitude. They 
faid that the Queen deferved to be excommunicated, 
and threatened to difcharge the thunders of the 
church againft the privy council ; for which the Bir 
(hops of Winchefler and Lincoln were fent to the 
Tower. This gave the reformers great advantage 
over the catholics ; for their refufing to difpute in 
public^ was interpreted to proceed from fear that 
their caufe could not endure examination* This 
prepared the minds of the populace for further 
changes, which afterwards happened. 

The papifts having deferted the field, the nei(t 
attempt was to unite the proteftanrs d-jnoag them- 
fel ves, and to obtam fuch . an eftabliflunent as might 
make them all eafy: for though the contending 
parties amcHig them had written letters of f^fgivc- 
nefs concerning; the ^ffiiir at Frahckfort, and were 
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much the fame in their opinions concerning doc- 
trines, yet they were far from being unanimous 
with regard to difciplinc aud ceremonies. Some 
were for having the fervice of Edward the Sixth 
cftabliftied, and were not for withdrawing any far- 
ther from the church of Rome, than they thought 
was neteffary to recover the purity of faitli, and 
the independency of the church upon any foreign 
power : others were for having the fervice and dif- 
ciplinc of the Englifli at Geneva brought in. The 
'firft thought rites and ceremonies to be matters of 
indifFerency, and thought thofe of the church of 
Rome preferable to any others, becaufe they were 
fplcndid and venerable, and the people had been 
Jong accuftomed to them. The other party confi- 
dercd them as fragments of fuperftition, and rem- 
nants of popery, which they called the rags of the 
whore of Babylon. The fentiments of the Queen 
agreed with the opinion of the firft. Upon this a 
committee was appointed to review King Edward's 
Jiturgy, and to enquire if any alterations were need- 
fiil to be made. This committee confifted of per* 
fons wellaffefted to the Queen's propofals, Drs 
Parker, Grindal, Cox, Pilkington, May, Bill, White- 
head, and Sir Thomas Smith, Doftor of Civil Law, 
were the members of this committee. They had 
inftruflions to dafh out all ofFenfive paffages again ft 
the Pope, and to make people eafy concerning the 
belief of the corporal prefence of Chrift in the fa- 
crameqt, but there was no favour ihewed to confci- 
entious proteftants who could not agree with many 
faperfticious things in the liturgy. 

Elizabeth 


( 33 ) 

Elizabeth was afraid of removing too £ar from 
popery ; for (he wanted to retain in the churches, 
images, crucifixes:, and crofles^ vocal and inftru^ 
mental mufic, with all the old garments. The pu- 
ritans bad no favour ihewed them in this reforma-' 
tion. They received this name becaufe they at- 
tempted a purer difcipline than what was now about 
to be eftablifhed. The .Queen was much kinder 
to the papifts than to them, and ordered feveral • 
ofTenfive pafTages to be ftruck out of the liturgy . 
to pleafe them. There was this paflage in Ed- 
ward's Prayer Book : '* From the tyranny of the 
Bifhop of Rome, and all his deteftable enormities, 
good Lord deliver us/' which was dafued out.. 
Another which fays, by kneeling at the facrament. 
no adoration was intended to any corporal prefence 
of Chrift, was alfo cancelled. The committee of. 
Divines left the people at liberty ^to. receive the 
facranaent either kneeling or (landing; but the 
Queen and parliament reftraincd the poftiire to_ 
kneeling. This was purely an aft of the ftate. 
The. old feftivals were continued as in the fecond 
year of .Edward the Sixth, till the. Queen (hould 
pleafe to remove them. Some alteration was made 
in the collefts, and thus the book was prefented 
to both houfes of parliament, and paiTed into a 
law. It was not quite fo perfeft as that which was 
confirmed by parliament in. the fifth year of the 
reign of Edward, for in that liturgy all the gar- 
ments were laid afidc except the lurplice, bujt now 
copes ?nd thp jed of the robes were ordered to be 
ufed. Elizabeth loved a magnificent form of godli- 
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ncfs, and carried her pride through the whole form 
of her religion. 

The title of the aft eftabliffiing this liturgy is. 
An aft for uniformity of common prayer and fer- 
Yice in the church, and adminiftration of the facra- 
ments. It was brought into the houfe of commons 
on the eighteenth of April, and paffed the houfe on 
the twenty -eighth of the fame month. It took 
place from the twenty-fourth of June, one thoufand 
five hundred and fifty-nine. Heath Archbifhop of 
York, oppofcd it, and made an elegant fpeech againlfe 
it; in which he obferved veryjuftly, " that an aft of 
f' fuch confequence ought to have had the confent 
** of the clergy in convocation, before it was paffed 
'• into a law. He faid, that not only the orthodox, 
^' but even the arian Emperors, ordered, that mat- 
'^ brs of faith fhould be examined by councils: and 
" Galio, by the light of nature, knew that a civil 
" Judge ought not v6 interfere in matters of re- 
** ligion.^' He was over-ruled, the aft of fu- 
premacy having already lodged this power in the 
crown. Heath certainly deferves applaufc for the 
oppofition be made to this aft, but more for his 
judicious comment upon a paflage of holy fcripture, 
which has fo often been mifapplied. 

This aft of uniformity was the fource of muchf 
trouble and grief to many of her Majefty^i good 
fubjefts. The framers of this aft accounted tere- 
monies indifferent, and yet they impofed them on 
fevere penalties. This was cruel to the higheft 
degree : nothing but mere wantonnefs could difpofc 
men to impofe indifferent things upon others who 
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could not in coufcicncc obfcrvc them. The vcrjr 
florion which the impofers had of their indiferency, 
ought to have prevented them from making any 
law concerning them. It is altogether contrary to 
the tenor of the gofpel to force men to praftifc 
any religious rites, but more efpecially fo, with re- 
gard to thofe thingSL which arc confeffed to be 
merely indifferent. 

The papifts and puritans both fiiffered in confe* 
quenc? of this law. The catholics in convocation 
endeavoured to defend the old religion, and agreed 
to the following articles, — ^Tljat in the facrament 
of the altar the natural body of Chrift is really 
prefent, by virtue. of the words of confecration pro? 
nounced by the prieft. — That after the confecration, 
there remains not the fubftance of bread and wine, 
nor aay other * fubftance. but God-man. — That in 
the ,mafs the true body of Chrift is offered as a 
propitiatory facrifice for the living and the dcad.r^ 
That the fuprcme power of feeding and ruling 
the church is in St Peter and his fucceffors. — Tha; 
the authority of determining matters of faith and 
difcipline belongs qnly to the paftors of the church, 
find not lay-men. Thcfe articles were prefentcd 
to the Lord Keeper by their Prolocutor, Dr Harps* 
field, . but the Keeper gave them no anfwer j nor 
did the convocation proceed any farther in mattery 

of religion. . 

As "foon as the feffions were ended, the. oath of 
fupremacy was tendered to the Biftiops, who aU 
refufed to fwear it, except Dr Kitchen, Bifliop V 
of Landaff. There were fourteen who refufed 
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this oath ; the reft of the fees were all vacant. The 
popifti Bifhops were deprived : feme fled beyond fea, 
as Dr Pate BiQiop of Worcefter, Scot of Chefter, 
and Godwell of St Afaph; Heath Archbifhop of 
York was permitted to live at his own houfe, where 
he received fome vifrts from the Queen ; Tonftal 
and Thirleby, Bifhops of Durham and Ely, lived 
at Lambeth, in the houfe of Archbifhop Parker, 
who ufed them very difcreetly : the reft were per- 
mitted to go at large upon their parole, except 
Bonner and- Watfon, Biihops of London and Lin- 
coln, who had been fo deeply engaged in the mur- 
ders committed in the preceding reign, that it was 
thought juft to fct fome fpecial mark of difrefpeft 
upon tjiem for their former conduft. They were 
therefore made clofe prifoners ; but they had a fuf- 
ficient maintenance allowed them by the Queen, 
The greateft part of the monks returned to a fe- 
cular life, but the nuns went beyond fea, and all 
others who wanted to enjoy the free exercife of 
their religion. 

Some of the reformers were offered bifhoprics, 
and rcfufed them on account of the habits, and 
ceremonies; fuch as Mr "Whitehead, Mr Bynafd 
Gilpin, Miles Coverdafle, Mr Knox, Mr Thomas 
Simpfon, and fome others. Some who accepted 
did it with fome reluAance, and againft their con- 
fciences: they expcfted that by their compliance 
they would have it in their power to promote the 
reformation, but they proceeded but a fhort way 
in executing their purpofes. Grindal, Parkhurft, 
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Sandys, and Pilkington were amdhg thcic timid 

compilers. 

The tranfaaions concerning religion for this year 
drew near a conclufion, and were finifhed with the 
confccration of Dr Matthew Parker, Archbifhop of 
Canterbury. He was confecrated at Lambeth, on 
the feventeenth of December, one thoufand five 
hundred and fifty-nine, by fome Bifliops who had 
been deprived in the preceding reign ; for none of 
the prefcnt Bifhops would have ainy conceni in his 
confecration. • The perfons concerned in his confe- 
cradon were Bartow BiAop Eleft of Chichefter, 
Scory- of Hereford, Miles Coverdale, the deprived 
Btihop of Exeter, and Hodgklns Suffragan of Bed- 
ford. The two former appeared in the chimere 
and forplice, but the two latter wore long gowns 
open at the arms, with a falling cape on the flioul*- 
ders. The ceremony was performed in a plain man- 
ner, without gloves or fandals, ring or flippers, mitre 
or pall, or even without any of the jewifli garments, 
'only by the impofition of hands and prayer. Parker 
was more eafily fatisfied at this time than he was 
fome time after; for he was a violent impofer of 
pPfHfli garments upon others. This confecration 
was by many not thought canonical; tecaufe the per- 
fons who performed it were legally deprived in the 
preceding reign; and even the Archbifhop himfelf 
began to doubt of it : for this reafon it was rati- 
fied in parliament fcvcn years after to make it 
truly canonical. 

The Roman catholics te$zed the Bifliops at this 
tinic concerning the Archbifliop's confecration, and 
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alloiged tha^ all who were afterwards confccrated 
were not lawful Bifliops, becaufe a man who \yas 
Dot rightly, confccrated himfelf could not tranfmit 
orders lawfully to others. , The clergy of the church 
of England have found thcmfclves tinder, much jif- 
ficuUy to prove an uninterrupted fucceffiou of Bi- 
fliops in their church ; and the Romifli clergy upoa 
-this point feem to have by far the better of the 
argument. It has been affirnacd ia behalf of this 
confecration, that though thcfe Bilhcips who per- 
formed it; were legally deprived in the preceding 
reign, and were not reftored, yet their epiicopd 
charafter .remained, and they might convey J.t. The 
jpapifts have an anfwer ready . for this, and c reply, 
that the fame power which gives orders may take 
th^m away, 4Arhcn the perfons who have recemd 
them sift Goptrar-y to the la^s of the church, and 
.cfome Ihort ip canonical obedience j and this they 
.^flirm was the cafe with regard to thefe Bifhops 
in the reign of Mary* They refufed pbedicncc 
io the church of .Rome, and would not fubmicrtp 
the laws of the land which eftabli^ed thai reli- 
gion; for this reafon they. were deprived, and lofi 
all the authority which .they had. The high 
church party have often . ajffirmed, that the ordin^h 
tion of the clergy of the church of Scotland is not 
valid, bjscaufe that Calvin was never ordained, from 
whom th^y alledge all the presbyterians have de^ 
rived their authority* But there is as much cef- 
tainty concerning Calvin's ordination, as there is 
concerning Parker's confecration ; fo the two lifter 
churches ought to drop that point. The ftory of 
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the nag's liead confecration may perhaps be fabu* 
lous, and all the proteftant hiftorians- agree that 
it is ; but after all that has been faid to prore an' 
uninterrupted fiiccelSon of Biihops in the church 
of England; it docs not appear, according to the 
uftial method of confecration, that the confecration 
of Packer was realljr canonical. 

The Archbifliop foon after his being inftallcd 
confecrated fcveral of his brethren, whom the 
Queen had appointed to the vacant fees. Grindal 
wa§ made BJfhop of London, Horn of Winchcfteri 
and Pilkington of Durham. Thus the reformation 
was refloredi and the thurch of England eftabliflied 
upon the b^iis on which it now ftands. The Biihops 
who were now confecrated were in general very 
poor, and made but a niean figure when compared 
with their predeceffors. They were unacquainted 
with cogrts, and were not a<ictiftomcd to equi- 
pages and numerous attendants^; but as they grew 
rich they foon learned the faihions^ ^nd»raifed their 
deportments till they became as lordly prelates as 
others of their |)#edeceffors. A change of circuni^ ^ 

ftaaces very often attcrs the' diipofition of. the mimls / 

of men*- Prefarment in the world ii as gfcat an \ 

enemy to true virtue a& poverty ; for where one 1 

behaves ill -whed- poor, thei^c are hundreds that aQ ^ 

unbecomingly whea they - grow rich. 

The hierarchy was now at its height, and the • 
fentTmerits of Mankind Wefe very, various concern-* 
ing it. Thofe Who nOw Were caUed . by the name 
of piifitans looked upon the greatcft* part of the 
reformation V^ch was now Attained as fragment^ 
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of popery, and could txqt in confci^ncc comply 
wiih the fuperfticious forttn of worlhip which was 
DQW. eftabliflied. They were of opiaiop that the 
reformation fhould haye proceeded farther^ sind the 
ancient fimplicity of gofpcl worfhip, Ihould hare 
been, reftored. They confidercd the church of Rfune; 
as the very Antichrift, with wbojn they could haye no, 
manner of fellowfhip, and looked upoi^ cYcry con- 
formity to thofe rites which were pra<£):ifed in l^t 
church as finful, and .therefore could not in con- 
icience comply therewith. They difowned all fo-- 
reign jurifdidion ov^r the church,, but could not 
admit of that extenfive power of tj^crown^ \i^ich 
claimed a fupremacy over. the church ^in all mat- 
ters of religion. The court refoFmers admitted 
the church of Rome to be a true church, tjlo^gh 
corrupted in fome points of doctrine, and govern- 
ment, and .allowed that all her adminiftrations were 
valid ; that the: Pope was a true Bi(hop of Rome, 
though not of the church univerfal. This yfi^^t 
thought neceiTary to fupport the charader of the 
fiiihops in England^ who could not otherwife d^-, 
rive their fucceiiion from the Apoilles. Both parties 
agreed that the holy fcriptures were.a perfcft rule of 
faith ; but the Bi&ops and court re^rmers ti^o* they 
allowed them to be a ftandard of difcjplipe . and 
church government, yet affiriped that our Sayiour 
and his Apoftles left it to the difcre^ion of the 
civil magiftrate, - in thofe places where chriftianity 
was profeiTed, .to accommodate the government of 
the church to the policy of the (l^tc The puritans 
apprehended the holy fcriptures to be a ilandard of 
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cidrch difcipline as well as do£lrine^ and that no* 
thing ought to be impofed upon men as ncceffary, * 
but what was cxprcfsly contained in or derived 
from the Icriptures by ncceffary confequence : and 
in cafe it could not be proved that all things nc- 
ceffary for church government were not deduced 
from the fcriptures, they maintained that the dif- 
cretionary power belonged to the clergy, and not 
to the civil magiftrate. Many arguments were de- 
duced from the praftice of the primitive church 
for the firft five centuries, to prove that the go- 
vernment of the church was imperfeft in the a- 
poftolic times, and that the forms of order after- 
wards received, were better fuited to an eftablifli- 
meut. To thefe the puritans replied, that the 
Bible was the only guide to direft us in the chief 
principles of church government, and that no church 
oflScers or ordinances were to be admitted which 
were not recorded therein. They affirmed, that the 
form of government appointed by the Apoflles 
was ariflocratical, according to the conftitution of 
the Jewifh fanhedrim, and was defigned as a pat- 
tern for churches in after ages, not to be departed 
from in any of its main principles; and therefore 
they paid no regard to the cufloms of popery, 
or the praftice of the earlier ages of chriflianity, 
any farther than they agreed with the Bible. 

It was a point flroHgly infilled upon by the 
• friends of the hierarchy, that things indifferent in 
their own nature, which are neither commanded 
nor: prohibited in th^ fcriptures, fuch as rites, ce- 
remonies, and habits, might be fettled, dcter- 
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mined, atid made neccffary by the authoricy of the 
civil magiftrate; and in fucb cafes it was the in-> 
difpeniible duty of all fubjeds to obferye them. 
To this it was replied, that thofe things which 
Chrift had left indifferent, ought not to be made 
neceffary by any human laws, but that chriftians 
Ihotild ftand faft in that liberty wherewith Chrift 
had made them free : and it was added, that fuch 
ceremonies as were fuperftitious, and had been fo 
often abufed to idolatry, were; no longer indifferent, 
but ought to be rejeded as unlawful In this 
- manner did the two parties combat each other. 
One thing they agreed in, which was abfurd ia 
the firft inftance, and that was in afferting the nc- 
ceffity of an uniformity of public worfhip, and of 
calling in the affiftance of the civil magiflrate to 
fupport their feveral opinions. Both fides made 
an ill ufe of the civil fword when they had it in 
their power, and perfecutcd one another for non- 
conformity. This ihewed that they were tinftured 
with the leaven of popery on both fides, and equally 
diftant from the fpirit of the New Teflament. 
The flandard which the Bilhops went by, was the 
Queen's fupremacy, and the laws of the landj 
and the puritans held by the decrees of provincial 
and national fynods, inforced by the civil power. 
Both panics were equally enemies to liberty of 
confcience, and that freedom of profeflion which 
is every man's right, as far as it is confiftent with 
the peace of the government he lives under. 

The principle upon which the Bifhops juftified 
their proceedings againft the puritans in this and 
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tic fdlowing r€ign, was the fubjefts obligation to 
obey the laws of their country in all things which 
are indifferent, and neither commanded nor for- 
bidden in the law of God. The puritans argued, 
that Chrift was the fole lawgiyer of his church, 
in all things neceffary to be obferved to the end 
of the world; and that it was criminal in any per- 
ibn to part with the liberty he had granted them 
in obedience to any power upon earth. 

The reformation being now fettled, the Queen 
iiTued commiffions for a general vifitation, and fet 
forth a coUcfiion of injunftions, • confifting of fifty- 
three articles, commanding all her loving fubjcfts to 
obferve them in their different ftations, and in their 
different offices and degrees. Thefe injunflionj 
were — That they fliould not extol images, relicks, 
or miracles.— That perfons fhould preach once a 
month upon works of faith, mercy, and charity, 
and inform the people that works of man's de- 
viiing, fuch as pilgrimages, fetting up wax candles, 
and praying upon beads, are offenfive to God. — 
That perfons having the cure of fouls (hall preach 
in perfon once a quarter at leaft, or elfe read one 
of the homilies prefcribed by the Queen, every 
Sunday in the church, when there was no fermon. 
-^That every holy-day they fhould recite from the 
pulpit the pater-nofter> creed, and ten command* 
ments.— -That within three months every parifli 
ihall provide a Bible, and within twelve months 
Erafmus's Paraphrafe upon the Gofpcl, in Englifli, 
and fet them up in their feveral churches.-^That 
the clergy (hall not haunt ale-houfes or taverns, 
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or fpcnd* their time idly at dice, cards, or any 
unlawful games.— That pone fhall- be admitted to 
preach in churches without licence from the Qucm 
or her vifitors, or from the Archbifliop, or Bifhop 
of the diocefe.— ^That all perfons under the degreie 
of Mailer of Arts fliall buy for their own ufe,the 
New Teftament in Latin and Englife, with para- 
phrafes, within three months after this vifitation. 
— That they fhall learn out of the fcriptures fome 
comfortable fentcnces for the fick. — That there 
fliall be no popifli proceiBons ; nor fhall any per- 
fons walk about the church, or dcpyrt out of it 
while the pried is reading the fcriptures. — That 
the perambulation of parifties, or proceflions with 
the Curates, fliall continue.-»-That holy-days fliall 
be ftriftly obferved, except in harveft time.— That 
Curates may not admit to the holy communion per- 
fons who live openly in fin, without repentance; 
or who are at variance with . their neighbours, till 
they be reconciled.-;— That Curates fliall teach the 
people, not obfthiately to violate the laudable ce- 
remonies of the church, — That they utterly abo- 
lifli and deft roy all flirines, and coverings of flirincs; 
all tables, candlefticks, trindles and rolls of wax, 
piftures, paintings, and all monuments of feigned 
miracles, pilgrimages, idolatry, and fuperftition.r— 
That due reverence fliall be paid to the miniftcrs of 
the gofpel. — ^No Prieft or Deacon fliall marry with- 
out allowance of the Bifliop of his diocefc, and two 
Juftices of the Peace, nor without the confent of the 
parents of the woman, if flie has any, or others that 
^re ne^reft of kin, upon penalty of being rendered 
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aicapaUe of holding an' ecclefiaftical benefice^ or mW 
niflering in the word and facramcnts. No Bifliop 
(hall marry without permiffion from his metropoUtan, 
and fuch commiiSoners as 'the Qgecn fhall appoint. 
— All Archbifhops, and Bifliops, with all others who 
fliall preach or adminifter the facramcnts, or who 
ftiall be prefered to any ecclefiaftical vocation, or 
admitted into any of the univcriiries, fhall wear fuch 
garments and fquare caps as were worn in the reign 
of Edward the Sixth.-r-That- no perfon fliall with- 
draw from his parifli church and refort to another, 
unlefs on fomc extraordinary occafion.— No inn- 
keepers or public houfes fhall fell meat or drink in 
time of divine fervice;— None fliall keep in their 
houfes any abufed images, fables,' pidtures^ paint- 
ings, and other monuments of counterfeit miracles. 
•—No man fliall difturb the minifl:er in his fermon, 
nor mock or make a jeft of him.— No man, wo» 
man, or child fliall be otherwife employed in time 
of divine fervice, than by giving attendance to what 
is read and preached. — ^No perfons fliall teach fchool 
but fuch as are aljowed by the ordinary. — School- 
mafters fliall exhort their childrjen to love and reve- 
rence the true religion now allowed by authority.— »- 
•They fliall teach their fcholars certain fentenccs of 
fcripture, tending to godlinefs.— None fliall be ad- 
mitted to any fpiritual cure who are totally un- 
learned.— The Parfon or Curate of the parifli fliall 
infl:rua the children of his parifli for half an hour 
before evening praver, every holy-day' and' fecond 
Sunday in the year, in the catechifm, and flxall 
teach them phc Lord's prayer, creed, and ten com- 
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sqaBdme&ts.'^AIl the ordinaries fhall exhibit to the 
▼ilitors a copy of the books containing the caufcs 
why any have been imprifoned, famiflied, or put 
to death for religion in the late reign.— Overfeers 
in every parifli (hall fee that all parifhioners duly 
refort to church ; and fhall prefent the defaulters 
.to the ordinary — Church- wardens (hall deliver to 
the Queen's vifitors, an inventory of all their church 
furniture, as veftments, copes, plates, books, and ef- 
pecially of grayles, couchers, legends, proceffionals, 
.xnanuels, hyrariaJs, portueffcs, and fuch-like, pcrtain-r 
ing to the church.~The litany fiball be read weekly 
on Wednefdays and Fridays.— Singing-men fhall be 
continued and maintained in collegiate churches, and 
there fhaU be a modeil fong fung in all parts of 
the common prayers in the church, that the fame 
may be as plainly and diilindlly underflood as if 
it were read without finging. — There fhall be no 
vain contentious difputes in matters of religion, nor 
fhe ufe of opprobrious language, as papift, papiflical, 
heretic, fchifmatic, or facramentary : fuch offenders 
fliall be remitted to the ordinary. — No book or 
pamphlet fhall be printed or made public without 
licence from the Queen, or fix of her privy council, 
or her ecclefiaflical commifSoners, or from the Arch- 
bifhops of Canterbury and York, the Bifhop of Lon* 
don, or the Chancellors of the univerfities ; the names 
of the licenfers to be printed at the end of the 
book. Ancient and profane authors are excepted.—*^ 
In time of reading the litany, and all other col- 
ItQs and common prayer, all the people fhall de- 
voutly kneel \ and wh^n the uame of Jefus ihall be 
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in any leflTon, fermon, or otherwife pronotinccd it, 
the churcR, due reverence Ihall be made by all 
perfons with lowlinefs of conrtefy, and uncovering 
the heads of the men, as has been formerly prac- 
tifed . 

Thefe injunSions were to be read in the churches 
once evei*y quarter of a year. An appendix was 
alfo added, containing the form of bidding prayer, 
and an order relating to tables in churches. The 
penalties for difobeying thefe injunftions, were fuf- 
pcufion, deprivation^ fequeft ration of fruits and be- 
nefices, excommunication, and fuch other kind of 
correction as thofewho have ccclefiaftical jurifdic- 
tion under her Majefty £ball fefc meet The ina- 
jority of the vifitors were laymen ; any two of 
them were empowered to examine into the ftatc 
of churches; to fufpend or deprive fuch clergymen 
as were unworthy, and to place others in their 
room ; to proceed a^^ainft the obftinate, by impri-* 
fonment, church cenfures, or any other legal me- 
thods. They had power to referve penfions for 
fuch as quitted their livings by refignation ; to exa- 
mine into the condition of all who were impri- 
foned on account of religion, and to difcharge them ; 
and to reftore all fuch to their benefices who had 
been unlawfully deprived in the preceding reign. 

This was the firft high commiffion, and bore 
date about Midfuipmer, one thoufand five hundred 
and fifty-nine. It gave great offence to many, that 
the Queen {hould give lay-viStors authority to pro- 
ceed againft clergymen by ecclcfiaftical cenfures; 
yet this was no more than is done daily by lay- 
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chilnccllors in ccclcfiaftical courts. There was anothcf 
thing muchworfe than this; the commUEoners went 
beyond the cenfurcs of the church by fines, iin- 
prifontnents, and inquifitory oaths, whereby many 
hundreds of families were ruined, without the au- 
thority of that law which gave them exiftence. 

It i? faid the vifitors took fpecial care to have 
all the inftruraents of idolatry dempliflitd out of 
the churches where God's pure fervice Was fet 
up, fuch as roods, which were images of Chrift 
upon the crofs, with John and Mary Handing by ; 
alfo images, tutelar faints of, the churches, which 
were dedicated to them, popiih books, altars, and 
the like. In this • they went beyond their injunc- 
tions; for it does not appear that they were au- 
thorized by the articles to remove images totally- 
.Elizabeth was not yet determined in this point. 
Parker and Cox, it is faid, were for images, but 
Jewel and Grindal were againft them. The deter- 
mination of this point depended upon a difputc 
which was yet depending between thefe Bifliops. 
Jewel affirms, that if images were continued, he 
would give up his bi£hopric. The vifitors paid 
no regard to the deliberations of thefe Biiflbiops, 
but commanded that all images fhould be taken 
down, and the altars removed, and in place of the 
altars, a decent table for the ordinary celebration 
of the Lord's fuppcr. 

The cruelties of the preceding reign had fo 
provoked the common people, that they eafily 
joined in the reformation, and were ready to exe- 
cute the orders of the vifitors. Their zeal pro- 
ceeded 
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deeded to madqefs and extravagance ; for thejr not 
Only burnt roods and crucifixes which were taken 
down^ but even the prieft's garments, fuch as copes, 
iurplices, altar-cloths, books, banners, fepulchres, &c. 
This was performed in SmithfieW, St taul^s Church- 
yard, and Cheapfide, to make an atonemenc for 
the blood .of the martyrs which had been filed there 
in the late timesj The tumultuous populace pro- 
^eede4. ft ill farther ; they broke the painted glafs 
in the windows of churches^ razed many ancient 
infcriptions^' and fpoiled thofe monuments of the 
dead that had any mark lof popery upon them. 

Elizabeth was ofended at thefe proceedings, for 
th^ condu<ft of the vifitors was expreftly contrary to 
her praftice : flie retained a crucifix with the Virgin 
Mary and St John in her chapel, and when Sandys^ 
Biftiop of Worcefter, fpoke againft it to her, (he 
threatened to deprive him, and iffued a proclamation, 
dated the nineteenth of September, in the fecond 
year of her reign; forbidding the. defacing of mo- 
numents^ images, and piftures. She would hardly 
ftand to the import of her twenty-third injuuftionj 
which commanded that all fuperftitious images and 
piftures fliould be removed out of the churches : 
(he even after all retained her altar and .crucifix, 
and would not permit lighted candlos^xo be, dif* 
continued in her chapel Singing-men and boy$ 
appeared there in their furplices, and the priefts 
in their copes; the altar was furniflied with rich 
plate, with two gilt caqdlefticks, and lighted candles, 
with a maffy crucifix in the middle. The^fervice 
was not only fung with organs, but with cornet$ 
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and fackbuts on high feftivals, and all theglorioofe 
, trapping of popery was retained. Some things 
which had been laid afide in the reign df Edward^ 
and reftbred by Mary, were now retained. The 
adoration towards the altar which was obfervcd by 
the Knights of the Garter, was ftill praflifed ; fa 
fplendid *was Elizabeth's chapel, that foreign Em- 
baffadors could not diftinguifhit from a Romifh one, 
(except that the ferriee was 'performed in Englifli 
inftead of Latin. This fliews how fit Queen 
Elizabeth was really a proteftant, and how far fhe 
could make religion fribfcrvicnt to the policy of 
her court. She meant to draw in the papifts, by 
retaining fome of the fpecial pageants of popery> 
and in fome degree fhe obtained her ^nd; but this 
in the iffue was neither ferviceaWe to religion, nor 
iatisfaftory to the. Pope^ whom fhe intended not 
to oflfend. ' • 

- Wheii the vifitors hiad fini&ed their tour, 
^ ^* and made- their report, it was found, that 
not above two hundred and forty-three clergymen 
had given tip their livings, namely, fourteen Bt- 
ihops, three Biihops Elcft, one Abbot, four Priors, 
one Abbefs, twfelve Deans, fourteen Archdeacons, 
fixty Canons or Prebendaries, one hundred beneficed 
Clergy, fifteen Heads of Colleges in Oxford and 
Cambridge, and twenty Doftors in fevcral faculties. 
The greateft part of the inferior beneficed clergy 
ictpi their places; they had been accuftomed to 
change with the times, and every change was alik^^ 
to them, provided they might hold their livings^ 
by conformity. TJiefe time-fervcrs were ready to 
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embrace any thing which might ferve to procure 
to them riches, honour, or pleafure; and ifJEJiza- 
beth had died before the reformation was com- 
pleated, and the pid rch'gion had again been re- 
ftored, they would have had no objeftion to have 
conformed to popery. The Biihops confidered it 
as a point of honour not to conform, and fomc 
aught view it as a matter of confcience ; but con- 
Cdering how often they had changed already, this 
is the moft favourable conftruftion that can be put 
upon thdr behaviour. Upon fo great an alteration 
in religion, the number of thofe who refufed to 
conform was very iqcqnfiderable. Of nine thoufand 
and four hundred^ two hundred and forty-three bear 
but a fmall proportion J yet notwithftanding the great 
number who conformed, it was impoflible to find 
proteftant divineis of any tolerable capacity to fup- 
ply the vacancies. The ftrifter fort who had been 
exiles in the former reign, could not agree with 
the terms of conformity, nor comply with the 
Queen's injunftions. The Biihops were afraid tq 
pufh. the Queen too hard, or to, infift upon the 
recognizance of doftrines which fhe difliked; for 
this reafon they overlooked the doftrinal articles of 
Edward the Sixth, and inftead thereof compofed a 
declaration of faith, which all churchmen were ob- 
liged to read publicly at their enterance upon their 
cures. The title of this declaration was, A decla- 
ration of certain principal articles of religion, fet 
out by order of both Archbilhops, Metropolitans, 
and the , reft of the Biihops, concerning unity of 
doftrine, &c. 
Yol.IL G2 Thefe 


Thefe artrdes contained, that there is one God, 
?nd three perfons in the Godhead. — That the holy 
ftriptures are the fpundation of all true' faith, anci 
contain all things necefTary for falvation; and that 
jby them all errors and • hercfies may be fufficiently 
confuted. — That the articles of the Niccne, Atha- 
nafian, and Apoflles creeds, contained the principal 
articles of religion, which are largely expreffed 
in the fcriptures. — That the church is the fpoufe 
of Chrift, wherein the word of God is purely 
taught, the facraments orderly adminiftered accords 
ing to Chrift's inflitution, and the authority of the 
keys duly ufedj and that every particular church 
hath power to appoint and change ccrempnies, and 
^ther eccjefiaftical rite^, as may appear beft to an- 
fwer the ends of edification. — That it is not lawful 
for any man to take upon him the office of the mi- 
niftry, either eccle|iaftical or fecular, except fuch as 
are lawfully called by the high authorities, accord- 
ing to the laws of the realm. — That the Queen has 
prerogative atjd fupcriority over all eftates, as well 
ecclefiaflical as civil, within this realm, and other 
her dominion?, according to the Word of God and 
aft of parliament.T-That according to the word of 
God the Biftiop of Rome hath no more authority 
than other Biftiops haye in their own fees or pro- 
vinces, and that the power which he claims over 
other churches, and over all Epiperors and Kings, is 
ufurped, and contrary to the fcriptures.— That the 
book of common prayer and adminiftration of the 
facraments, fet forth by aft of parliament, is agree- 
^le to the word of God.— That the adminiftra- 
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rion of the iTacrament of baptifm Is good and ralid 
without the ufe of oil, fait, and fpittlc. — That 
maffes are contrary to the word of God— That 
the Lord's fupper ought to be adminiftercd in both 
kinds. — That images and all relics ought to be 
laid afidc. — All thele articles were fet forth in the 
form of a confeffion of faith, and made the terms 
of minifterial conformity, together with the oath 
of fupremacy, and the aft of uniformity. 

Many churches were filled at this time with 

ignorant and illiterate paftors : fome who were only 

mechanics were prefered to dignities and livings, 

who were difefteemed by the people, and did the 

reformation much harm^ while others of the firft 

rank for learning and piety were laid afide. In 

many places in the country there was no preachmg; 

and the Biftiop of Bangor declared that there were 

but two preachers in his whole diocefe. It wa$ 

reckoned very fair at this time if the Parfon could 

read the fervice, and fonoettmes the homilies. The 

Bifliops were fenfible of this cafe, but were at no 

pains to remedy it; for inftead of behaving with 

more charity towards the confcientious puritans, 

they did every thing which tended to keep them 

out of the church* Rather than admit them upon 

terms which they could agree to, they preferecl 

the meaneft and mod illiterate perfons who would 

come up to the terms of the laws, and publifhed a 

book of homilies for their further afliftance. 

It cannot be eafily afcertained at fo great a dif<^ 
tancc of time what were the motives of the Bi- 
ihops in proceeding in this manner, but it might 
have been cxpefted, that as they had tafted fuf- 
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^cieotly of pcrfecution in the former reign, they 
would have behaved with mpre moderation towarcis 
their brethren^ wha were their fellpw-^ufFerers, ' 
Their zeal for robes. and veftments was now as 
extravagant as that of the papifts for the authority 
of the Pope, and they would .not piake the fraallefl 
.abatement for the fake of their brethren. They 
frequently went before the laws in fufpending an4 
and depriving fuch as could npt in confcience cout 
form to thofe modes of fuperftitjon which they en- 
joined ; and fo far did xheir rigour proceed, that they 
£ned and imprifoped many prpus and learned men 
who maintained the fame, faith with themfelves^ 
inerely becaufe they fvould apt . wear thofe rags of 
j)opery which they Were ffin4 of, and bad bcci> 
fo 6ft&x abused lo idoktrpus. purpofes. 
' . Many of the exiles remained at Geneva to .finiflx 
ft trapflation of the Bible, Which bad been begun in 
the kte reign. The perfons who were concerned 
in it were Miles Coverdale, Chriftopher Gobdman^ 
Jobtt, Knox> Anthony Gibbft, Thomas Sampfon, Wil- 
^am Cole, of Corpu? Chrifti college, Oxford, and 
William Whitingham* They compared Tindal's 
old Engliih Bible with the Hebrew, and the beft 
inodern tranQations ; they divided the chapters into 
^crfcs, which was not done by the former tranf- 
iators, aiftd added fome figures, maps, and tables 
ior the fake of ornament and illuflratico^ It 
was publiihed at Geneva, in quarto, and. printed 
hy Rowland Harle, with a dedkation to Queen - 
Elizabeth, and an epiftle to the reader, bearing 
date the tenth of April this year. In this preface 
ihey touched feverely upon fome ceremonies re- 
tained 
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cained in the church o£ England, and endeavonrcd 
to perfuade her Majefty to remove them, as being 
too much like popciy. The tranflators . had alfo 
publiihed fome marginal notes which fbemed to re-^ 
fleft on the Quedn's fttpremacy and prerogative, 
and to allow fabjeds to rcfiR. wicked and tyrannical 
Princes : for this reafon when the proprietors pe» 
titioned the Secretary of State for having it reprinted 
in England for public ufe, it was refufed, and the 
impfeffion ft opt till after the death of Archbifliop 
Parker. The notes which \^cre reckoned excep- 
tional Were on Exod. xV. 19. where difobedicnce co 
Kings is allo^^ed ; and 2 Chron. xix. 1 6. where King 
Affa is cenfured for not executing his mother, in- 
ftead of depofing her'. On Rev. ix. 3. there is a 
note which affirms, that the locufts which are laid 
to come Out of the bottomlefs pit are heretics, falft 
teachers, worldly fubtle Prelates, with Monks, Erierff, 
Cardinals, Patriarchs, ArcHbifliops, Bifhops, Daftorfi^ 
Batchelors, and Mafters, This gave difgufl: to the 
Queen and the Bifhops, and viras the reafon why it 
was not permitted to be printed in England at this 
time. ■ '■...' I ■ T 

Notwiifhftanding thefe oflfenfive paffages, and fome 
' of the like impott, thi^ Geneva BiUc was printed 
in Englsind aftc^zidi, ^ and was in great repute. 
it is affirmed- by'iome^ that it was printed upward 
of thirty times by the Queen's own printers. To 
fupply the nation for, the prefent, Tindal and Gov 
* Verdalle*s traHflation> printed in the n^ign of Henry 
the Eighth, wa> revifed and puWifiJed for the ufe 
' of 'the chunJb, till the Biihops jCbould find occafioa 
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fo publiih a inore'corref): one, which it this" tnhd 
they undertook to do, 

. With the Englifh jcxries the Dutch and Gcrmani 
protcftants returned, who had been forced to flee 
in the late feign. Their chiefs John Alefco, re- 
turned with them. They petitioned the Queen 
to reftore them to their church and privileges^ 
which had been granted them in the reign of 
Edward the Sixth. Her Majefty declined thia for 
fome time, becaufe fhe would not admit a ftranger 
to be fuperintendant of a' church within her own Bi- 
fliops* jurifdiftion. To remove this objeftion Alefco 
refigned, and the people chofe Grindal^ Bifliop of 
London, for their fuperintendant: fo the Queeiii 
confirmed their charter, . 

. This year there were fcvetal corifecrarions per-s- 
fornied- Several fees became vacant by the death 
and deprivation of Biihops j fortic popifti Bifiiops were 
deprived, and others died fince the Queen afcended 
the throne, and it was neqeffary that their places 
fliould be fuppHed. Accordingly, in Jtily, Ally was 
confecrated for Exeter j in September, Parkhurft for 
Norwich ; in January, Horn for Winchefter, and 
Scambler for Peterborough j in Mireh, Klkington 
for Durham, and Beft for CarliQe^ 

It would appear, that at this time the pleople of 
England were great dupes to their clergy ; for the 
very nobility were afraid to eat fieilh in Lent with- 
out an indulgence from the Bifliops. Sir Roger 
North, fon and heir to Lord North, applied this 
year to Archbifhdp Parker for a permiffion to cat 
fleih in time of Lent^ on account (^ his health, and 

obtained 
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obtained an indulgence. . This fhcws how far the 

influence of fuperllition. will debafe the human 

inind^' and make men give. up their o^n right of 

tifing the creatures of God, to^the arbitrary dif- 

pofai of other men, who have no juft clarm to any 

fuch jurifdiftion. .The popifli Bifliops, defpairing 

bf their caufd, and giving all ifp for loft, wrote a 

Very threatening letter to the Queen, wherein they 

admdnifhed her to return to the religion of her 

anceftors, on pain of the cenftires of the church; 

Elizabeth was riotifo.eafily put in fear as to; pay 

any regard to the vain threateniiigs of men whoi 

could not inforce tHdr fentence by/any power that 

could hurt her; fhe therefore paid no regard to 

thofe empty ebullitions of defpair which were ex- 

prefled in their letter; 

\ Archbi{hop Parker performed a vifitdtidn of his 

diocefe this fumraet, and found matters in a very 

ill fituation. ; The greateft part of the beneficed 

clergy Were • cither mechanics 6r mafs prrefts in 

dffguife ,' mjny churches were " fliut up, and thofe 

who were oped had iio fermons preached in them : 

in fome counties this was the cafe twenty miles 

rqurid; The people were deprived of the means of 

inftruSion^ while many worthy men who were well 

qualified to iiiftrufl: them, were kept out of the 

thurchy and denied all preferment, beCaure they 

tonld not conform: to modes of fupefftition which 

their confciences told them were fifaful. 

It would be. tedious to relate the whole form 

bf this vifitation, and the manner in. which it was 

tarried on; I IHall briefly fet down an abridgment 
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thereof to (hew in what manner they then pro- 
ceeded The vifitation began and was carried on in 
the chapter- houfe, and enquiry was made, i. Whe- 
ther the Dean, Archdeacon, and other dignitaries 
were refident? What promotions or livings they 
enjoyed ? Whether they ufed the veftments ap- 
pointed them, and obferved the Queen's injunftioias? 
2. Whether the Prebendaries were refident, and 
how many were of them? Where the reft of them 
were ? What were their names ? What livings they 
held ? What orders they were in ? What apparel 
ihey wore? Whether they preached in their courfe? 
How often and at whkt times in the year they re- 
forted to their cathedral church? 3, Whether di- 
vine fervice was ufed and the facraments admini- 
ftered according to the Queen's injunftiohs? Whe- 
ther It was faid or fung, and performed in all parts 
according to law ? 4. Whether the grammar fchool 
was well regulated or not ? Whether the children 
were well furnilhed, and the number compleat, or 
how many were wanting ? Whether they be brought 
up in the fear of God, and inftrufted in wholfomc 
doftrine ? Whether all the ftatutes concerning maf- 
ters and fcholars are regularly kept? 5. Whether 
Deans, Stewards, Treafurers, Burfers, and Receivers 
do their duty / 6. Whether all the heads of the 
church, in their refpeftive departments within and 
without the cathedral, difcharge their funftions ac- 
cording to law ? What are the names and fir-tiames 
. of the miniftei-s jn the faid church, and whether 
any of them are fufpefted of fimony? Whether 
there are any of them fwearcrS; adulterers, or for^* 
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nicarors ? 7. Whether there are all neceffary books 
and ornainents in the church ; and, whether the 
church is fufficientjy repaired ? 8- And laftly, What 
things are needful to be reformed^ or neceffary to 
be added? 

Th^fe are the queries which were then ufed 
in the Archbiihop's vifitation- The vifitation of 
Ch rifles Church, Canterbury, laid open a difagrco- 
able fcene; The Prebendaries did not, attend divine 
fcryice; the Minifters were negligent; the Petty 
Canons were given to drunkennefs, railing, and 
jefting; fomc in the church kept lewd women in 
their houfes; and upon the whole, every thing was 
found quite contrary to the ftatutcs of the church, 
and the exprefs laws of the land. The reft of the 
diocefes were not in any better fituation than that 
of Canterbury: the whole churches through the 
land were fcenes of idlenefs, diiSpation, and loo.fe* 
ncfs, Parker difcovered the inconveniency that a- 
rofe to the church through admitting laymen and 
mechanics to the public offices, and for that reafoa 
proceeded to put a flop to the praftice of admit-*- 
ting them. He fcnt a letter to the Bifhop of Lon-^ 
don, fignifying his diflike at the praftice^ and ad-^ 
vifed him to ufe his influence to prevent fuch ir- 
regularities for the future. 

Many papifts by an outward compliance 
held benefices in the church, and taught ^^ ^* 
popiflx doftrines, whereby they corrupted the peo- 
ple, and hindered the progrefs of the reformation. y 
To prevent this as much as poffible, Archbifliop 
Parker compofed a form of fubfcription ^ be made 
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by a!l who held ecclefiaftical benefices; whereit^ 
they declare, that the rcftoring the fupremacy to 
the crown, and abolifhing all Foreign power, and 
the adminiftering the facramcnts according to the 
book of common prayer and the Queen's injunftions, 
are agreeable to the word oF God, and the praftice of 
the primitive church. The nioft part of thofe who 
favoured the reformation, a$ well as a number of 
tinie-fervers, complied with this : fome rcfufed, and 
on that aqcount were deprived. 

The Archbifhop this year undertook to fettle the 
calender, and the order of leffons to be read through 
the year : For this purpofe, as one oF the ecclcfiaf- 
.ti<:al commiiEoners, he procured letters under the 
great feal to proceed in the reFormotion thercoF. In 
former times it had been cuftomary to leave it to 
the difcretion of the minifter, to change the chapters 
to be read in courfe, For others which he might 
judge more edifying For the occafion ; and even after 
the new regulation the Bifliops recommended this 
praftice. They recommended, " that iF one or more 
chapters oF the Old Teftam'ent Fall in order to be 
read on Sundays, or holy*days, it fhall be well 
*< done to fpend fome time to confider well oF forac 
f^ other chapter oF the New Teftament oF more 
" edification. For which it may be changed." Had 
this liberty been continued, it would have removed 
one ftumbling-block out oF the way of the puritans; 
For in that caFe they >youId not have been obliged 
to read the leflbns oF the apocrypha, which they 
fcrupled to ufe as a part of divine worftiip. 
' ' ■ . - ' ^ -But 




But this liberty ms not long granted, for now 
there was a table of proper leffons appointed for the 
whole year. It begins with * the Sundays of Advent, 
and appcnnts Ifa. i. for mattens, and Ifa. ii. for even- 
ing fong. There is another table containing proper 
leffons for holy-days, beginning with St Andrew; 
and a third for proper pfalms on certain other days; 
as Chriftmas, Eafter, Afcenfion, Whit-funday, &c. 
At the conclufioii of this prayer book, which was 
printed in one thoufand five hundred and fixty, 
t>y Jug and Gawood, were certain prayers for pri- 
vate families, whrch afterwards were abridged^ or 
left out. The dcfign of this praftice feems to have 
been, to confine all devotion to places of public wor- 
fliip ; for neither clergy nor laity' had liberty in 
their families or clofets to ufe any other but this, 
which was appointed as the public form of wbrfhip. 
iSuch reftriftions as thefe upon the private prafiice 
of chriftians, laid a fevere refl:raiot upon their de- 
votion, - and had an immediate tendency to make 
them formal, and luke-warm in all things pertaining 
to religion, Sirift formality in afls of devotion, 
though it may tend to regulate the paffions and 
prevent enthufiafm, is at the fame time attended 
with an inconveniency more dangerous; for when 
the warm aflSsftions of the mind in their, cxercife 
towards God, are bounded by the trammels of fet 
forms in all things, thefe affeftions gradually cooI> 
and fink into mere indifference ; fo that in procefs 
of time, by repeating the feme round, men proceed 
jnfenfibly without any feeling, and religion makes 
. HO iroprcffion upon their minds. The confcquence 
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of this is, cither inficjelity or mere indifference, 
which arc kindred cvils^ often derived from the 
fame fource. 

About this time an admonition was puWilhed, 
and fet up in all the churches, forbidding all per* 
fpns under the degree oif Mafter of Arts tp preach 
or expound the fcriptures, or to change or alter any- 
thing in the church fervice ; they were commanded 
to read the homilies only. It was now ordered that 
no more tradefmen Ihould be ordained, till the meet- 
ing of the convocation, when fome better regula- 
tions fhould be provided. This admonition could 
not be complied with ; for fo many churches both 
in tpwn and country were unprovided with paftors, 
that in fome places there were no fermons nor 
homilies for fome months together. They coulcj 
not in mapy places find clergymen to baptize chil*. 
dren, or bury the dead; the Bifliops were obliged 
{hcreforc to admit of pluralifts, non-refidcnts, and 
civil la^yyers, and to ordain fuch as offered them- 
felves, however mean their qualifications were. 
This filled the churches with a number of illite- 
rate naughty teachers, who underftood as little of 
the theory of religion as they obferved of the prac- 
tice thereof, and were ihamefully ignorant of the 
holy fcriptuFCs. What tended to aggravate fhis evil, 
siany learned and wofthy men were deprived of 
their livings, and the people deprived of their fer- 
yices, merely on account of a fenfclefs difpute con- 
aerning indifferent things. Mr Ij'ox, the famou^ 
jnartyrologift, to whom all the churches are -much 
obligc4, repiaincd unprovided for, when ignorant 
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mechanics, ^ho knew tcry little o^ religion, wertf 
prcfered to rich benefices, and admitted to offices 
for which they were no Way qualified. Fox gives 
a humorous account of his ficuation, in a letter to 
a friend : " I, fays he, remain in the fame fituation, 
" and wear the fame fordid apparel which England 
*' received me in, when I came home out of Ger- 
" many ; nor do I change my degree or order, 
" which is that of the Mendicants, or if you will, 
" of the Friers Preachers,'* The puritans com- 
plained of this ufage to the Queen, but no notice 
ms taken of their complaints. Elizabeth was not 
a perfon who felt eafily for diftrefs, and feldom did 
good except with an eye to her own intereft. She 
nieant little more by any profeflidn of religion • 
which (he made, than to fefve the purpofes of her 
policy and ambition. The cries of the diftreffed 
made feldom any impreflion upon her mind, unlcfe 
when (he intended to obtain popular applaufe, to 
promote the ends of her fupremacy. 

The univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge were 
unable to affift the reformers; for the profeffors 
and tutors, being for the moft part papifts, had 
trained up the youth in their own principles for 
feven y^ars paft. Some of the heads of colleges 
were removed, and proteftants placed in their room, 
but it required a long time for them to fupply the 
necdStics of the church. There were but three 
proteftant preachers in the whole univerfity of Ox- 
ford, and they were all puritans, viz. Dr Hum-, 
phreys, Mr Kingwell, and Mr Sampfon. » Though 
the Biflbops a Jhort time after this procured a con- 
vocation 
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tbcation which favoured the rcforftiatroH, yet there 
were many of them fo igfiorant that they could 
not write their own names.: Very little reforma- 
tion could be expefted while the teachers were fp 
ignoranti It is knowledge which opens the mind 
CO receive principles of truth, and impreflions of 
rcftitude; without this, improvement in true religion 
is impoffible^ If the teachers, who inftruQ others 
are themfelvcs deftitute of true knowledge; it is 
not to be expeded that theit difeiples Can be very 
wife^ 

The reforftiatioti went flowly ofi hitherto. The 
Queen was unwilling to part with, images, Or to 
permit the clergy to marry; for.fhe commanded 
that no. head or member of a collegiate, chtirch or 
cathedral ihould hdve a wife or any other womair 
within the precjnfts thereof, to remain^ under the 
penalty of forfeiture of all ecelefiailical promotions. 
lids faid that Elizabeth Would have forbidden the 
marriage of the clergy altogether^ if Secretary Cecil 
had not ftrongly interpofed. She repented, to have 
n^ade married men Biihops, and in a paifion told 
the Archbilhop that fhe intended to publiflx new 
injunftions, which Parker underftood to favour po- 
pery, and wrote a letter to her Majcfty, rentonftra- 
ting againft the changeablenefs of her difpofition, 
and fignified that he was determined to obey God 
rather than man, and would not comply with any 
fuch injunctions. 

. This year the parliament met on the 

^ ' twelfth of January, when an aft was paffcd 

for affurance of the Queen's royal power over all 

ftates 


ftatei inA. txxhjtOs vnxlilix her domiriidiis. tt coii^ 
firmed the aA of fuprematy^ and declared, " that 
*' all perfons that by Writing, printing, teaching, 6t 
*^ prcachfeg maintained the Pope's authority Within 
" this realm, incurred a premunirc for the firft of* 
*^ fence, and the fccond was high treafpn." The 
oath of fupremacy was to he taken by all in holy . 
orders, by all graduates m the umverfities^ lawyers, 
ichoolmafters, and aH other officers of any court 
whatfocvtr, afid by all knights, citizens, and tur- 
geffcs in parliament. But the Queen disjrged the 
Archbifliop to wtite to tfa« Bifhops not to tender the 
oarii except in cafes of neceffity, and never to prefs 
it a fccond time without fpccial direftion. None of 
the Biihops were troubled with it except Bonner 
and one or two more. 

The convocation affcmbled at St Paulas the day 
after the parliainent met* Mr Day, Provoft of 
Eaton, preached the fcrmon, and Alexander Nowel,, 
Dean of* St Paulas, was chofen Prolocutdr. The 
Queen having direfted letters of llcetlce to review 
the doftrine iand difcrpHne of the church, they 
began with the dodrine, and reduced the forty- 
two articles t)f ^ward the Sixth to' thirty-nine^ 
as c!hey now flaiid. * They pafflcd over the Articles 
forty, forty*one, and forty-two. The* firft affirms^ 
that the refurreftion of the dead vis'not paffed al- 
ready: the fecond, that the fouls of men deceafed 
do neither perifli. with their bodies, nor ilcep idly t 
(he third, that' t|iere Is no tnfllennium j the fourth^ 
that all men are hot faved at laft. ' It ^fould dp- 
peaii that- thci'^oii^caticto were not wdi perfu^ded 
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of the rcfurrcAion of/ the dead, nor of .th? im- 
nK)r»lity of ^the foul, for thcfe articks.arf kft out 
of the coUcftion as it now (lands. 

There has been a doftrine maintained by a Bi/hop 
of a modern d^te which, feems to agree with the 
opinion of this conyocation, in excl,uding the for- 
tiedi article of King Edward's liturgy. T]ie fleep 
of the foul until the refurreftidn, has been pro- 
pagated by fome, and reckoned :, no way contrary 
to a (late of immortality; but one. thing appears 
manifeft, that the fouls of men are -by this doArine 
confidered in a flate of idle ina^ivity> capable of 
neither pleafure nor pain, and lofe.in real value 
a certain period of bappinefs, or efc^pe punifliment 
which they deferred for the crimes they have comr 

mitted. This doftrine feems to have been invented 

» 

by forae friends to infidelity, who, confcious of what 
their crimes deferve in the next world as foon a$ 
they enter into it, have projcfted this fcheme for 
a little temporary cafe before eternal puniflimeut; 
for no pcrfons who delight in the enjoyment of 
God, and love fellowfliip with the Deity, can have 
any pleafure in the thoughts of fuch a flecp. Even 
in this life it. would be accounted a mifery, initead 
of happinefs, for a man of a- focial difpofition to 
be obliged to lleep, when all his friends were en- 
gaged in feftivlty ' and focial pleafure. 

It has been rpnch agitated by hiftorians, whe- 
ther the firfl: claufe of the twentieth article con- 
cemirig the power of th? church to decree rites 
and ceremonies, and whether ihe has authority to 
determine matters of faith, wa$ originally a part 
'. " ^ of 
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of that article which paffed iti this cdnvocatron? 
and was afterwards confirmed by' aft of parliament irt 
the year one thoufapd feven ' hundred and fevenry* 
one: It is qot among the articles of Edward the 
Sixth, ior is' it in the brigihal coJ)y fubfcribed by 
both houfes of convocation with their own hands! 
which is ftill preferved in Bennct Collegclibrary 
among Archbi(hop Parker's papers. The reconds 
of the convocation were confumedin the "fire of 
London, and* no appeal can be made to 'them; the 
truth can only be cohjeftured from this copy^ and 
the opinions of hiffoKans fince that time. Dr Hey-i 
lin fays he confulted the records, and he fouAd tMi 
claufe ; but Dr Fouler, who is reckoned a writei^ 
of toore candour, and who Tiaid liberty to^ confiiW 
thefc records, declares he could not find this^ con- 
tcfted claufe, and could not on that account de^ 
termine the dlfpute. There were only twa edi-^ 
tions of the articles in £ngii(h before this time/ 
ind this clauie is in neither of them; yet Stripe; 
in his Hfc of Parker, fays,- that' this claufe h xa 
be found in two printed copFes of onfe thbufintit 
five Obundred* and fixty-three. It d6ies not appear 
that any other hiftorians have b^en favoured with 
a fight of thefe two impreflidns of the Englifli artil 
cles, and therefore it* would be* too rafti to deter- 
mine this point merely on the authority of Stripe* 
The friends of the power of the church have af- 
firmed, that this claufe^ was dafhed out by thepu- 
ritans ; but it is well known tl"mt they were not 
fo much in favour at this time, as to have the pri- 
vilegc of keeping the manufcript copy of thefe. at- 
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sides ; stod tbey were not in power for a great 
many years after this time. It will appear to a 
rational enq[Viirer to be more probable, that this 
claufe was not originally in thefe articles, feeing 

- (he xnanufcript copy wants it, than it was ftmck 
out by the puritans. One thing appears not im- 
probable, that the perfon who tranfcribed ;the ar-> 
tides into the convocation bck)k with the names 
of thofe who fubfcribed them, migh|: by the. di- 
reflion of his fuperiors infert it, and then it might 
appear in the records ;n the year one thoufand iivo 
bpndred and fevenqr, though it was mpt in ^he ori<> 
ginal manufcript. The reader may chufe which 
of thefe conjefliurcs he pleafes, for it is of no grea^ 
confequen^re to an hiftory of the churches. The 
convocation feem to have been afraid of incurring 
a premvmire, and have added a poftfcrijiit aft^r their 
fubicriptions, to explain their meaning. It £ignifie& 
that the fubfcribers . did not detern^ine any thing 
In prejudice of any a^ of parliament, but only hum-> 
bly pfiered that little book to the Queen ^d par« 
liam^nt, containing their petitions and recpefts. 

The ar^ides were concluded, and fubfcribed. in 
the Chapter-houfc of St Paul's, on the thirricth of 
January, one thouiand five hundred and fix ty -two, 
in the ninth feffion of th^ convocation. AU the Bi^ 
(hops fubfcribed, es;cept th^ Bifliops of Gloucefler 
and Rochefter, who were abfent. Of the lowef 

• houfe >here were qpwards of one hundred who 
fubfcribed to thefe articles; but whatever learning 
they were pofleffed of, they feem to have been 
y?r^ ba4 writers j for thofe vihg b^jvc ,fecn their 
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hand-writings at the ^rticlcs^ decUrc ^^^y.f>:<i Scarcely 
legible. Among the {^bf<;ribers are ify^^^ 
learned exiles, who were not ^Jrogabcr (iti^fied 
with the conflitution : fuch as MeiT, Bofiilej/ "Wg^ip, 
MuUyns, Cole, Sanipfon, Pullan, jSpencer, Wiftbip, 
Nowel, Beaumont, Hetop, Peddc^, I-cver, Ppwnal] 
Wilfon, Croley, and others. , It was qinc jear$ aft^f 
before thefe articles became part of the cftablilh^ 
raent, and paffed into ^ Uw, tboygh fomp oIF. j^^ 
very rigid Bifliops inllfted • upon fubfcrjptipn fiqpf^ 
this time. 

The ^ext cohfiderable afFair thaf ^:gn^c/ iwdqr 
confideration, was the rites and ceremoni^ o£ tjj^ 
church. Op thfs occafipp Bilhop Sandys, broiighi 
in a paper . of advice itomovc her Majefty, ** That 
'^ private baptifm, and ,taptlfm by women, might 
" be taken out of the grayer book, — ^That tj>e 
" crofs in baptifm be difalloTSi^ed, as needle^ and. fw- 
" perfiitious.— -That\commiflipncrf'. be^a^^ to 

" reform .eccleCaftical .'laws.^* There was anojbef 
paper prefenced-to the Kou'fe witli fonae other rcr 
quefts,-^That the pfalms be fung diflin^Jy'By phc 
whole congregation, ^'nd that organs may J Be laid 
afidcv— Thjjt none may .baptize except miniffers,. ai\d 
that they 'may be permjttj^d to omit theifign of the 
crofs. — rirhat-at the ;adp[iinifi:ratioii of the.cpmmunion', 
kneeling may be left indifferent.— Tl:^^t the ufe of 
copes and furplices may be taken at^ay, fo that all 
miniftersja their miniftry. ufe a graye^ comely, and 
fide garment, as they cQinmoply do in preaching. — 
THaf miniftefs be not compelled to ^ear fuch gowns 
9ad caps ^5 the euewies of Chrift'5 gofpd have 
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chofen to be the fpecial array of their pricfthood. 
— 'Thiar the words in the thirty-third article, con- 
cemtog the puar(hmem of thofe who do not con- 
fdnn in -all things to the public order concerning 
ceremonies, may be mitigated. — That all faint day?, 
ztd holynlays bearing the name of a creature, may 
be abotifhed^ or at leafl a commemoration of them 
be obferved only by fermons, homilies, or common 
prdyer, for the better inftrufting the people. in hif- 
tory; and that after fervice men may go to work.— • 
This paper was fubfcribed by thirty- three perfons, 
whole names and ftations are as follow : Alexander 
Nowel, Dean of St Paul's, Prolocutor; Sampfon, 
Dean of Chrift^s Church, Oxford ; Lawrence Nowcl, 
Dean of Litchfield; Ellis, Dean of Hereford ; Day, 
Provoft of Eaton; Dods, Dean of Exon ; Merllins, 
Archdeacon of London ; Pullari, Archdeacon of Col- 
ciiefter ; Lever, Archdeacon of Coventry ; Beaumont, 
Archdeacon of Huntington; Spencer, Archdeacon 
of Chichcfter ; Croley, Archdeacon of Hereford; 
Heton, Archdeacon of Glouccfter ; Rogers, Arch- 
deacon of St Afaph's ; Kemp, Archdeacon of St Al- 
ban's ; Prat, Archdeacon of St David's ; Longland, 
Archdeacon of Bucks ; Watts, Archdeacon of Mid- 
dlefex; with the Proftors Calfhill, Walker, Saul, 
Wiburn, Savage, W. Bonner, Avys, Wilfon, Ne- 
▼ynfon, Tremayne, Renyger, Roberts, Reeve, and 
Hills. 

This paper was not approved of, and therefore 
another was brought into the lower houfe on the 
thirteenth of February, containing the following 
articles: That all Sundays in the year, and prin- 
cipal 
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cipal feafts of Chrifl, he kept as holfi-dajrs; and 
that all other holy -days be aboli{bed.---That in all 
parifh churches the minifter (hall in commoo prayer 
turn his face towards the people, and read the fer- 
vice diftin^y^ that the people may hear and be 
edified<--"Tbat in baptifm the crofs may be omit- 
ted, as tending to fuperftition.*— That (uch com- 
municants as are not able to kneel for age and 
infirmity at the facrament, and others who do it 
fuperftitioufly, (hall be forbidden by the ordinary^ 
according as he (hall think proper.— That it be 
fuffictent for the minifter^ in time of faying diviae 
fervice and adminiftering of the facraments (once) 
to wear a furplice; and that np minifter fay fer- 
vice, or adminifter the facrament^ except in a comely 
garment or habit. — ^That the ufe of organs be laid 
aiide. Thefe proportions occ^fioned great alter- 
cation ; for fome approved and others condemned 
them. In c(Hiclu(ion^ the honfe w^ d^vided^ and it 
appeared upon fcmtiny that thc: majority then 
prefent were for approving them ; forty^three were 
for approving and thirty-fivc for^ rejcaing. The 
£i(hops at lait gained their point by the majority olc* 
one proxy, (if ty-nine againft (ifty-cigbt j (o the ar- 
ticles were continued as they now are, by the qia- 
jority of one vote of a perfqn who was not prefent. 
There were fprty-thr^ members who approved 
of the articles which were brought in at this ticne. 
for amending t^e liturgy; their uaxnes a^reito be 
found in the larger hidories of/lhefe tipes; the 
mod part of them. are in the lift which I have 

fet down above. It is npanifeft that half the con- 
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vocation, arid, a great nuiribcrwhd were not pfd- 
fcnt, werie* for' an amendment of the rites and cere- 
monJCB, OT at ICBfl for forbearance in the pra^icc 
thereoJF: znditllAt^ It ttiight hate been cxpcfted, 
when fuGh cobfidtrablie indulgences^ were granted to 
the Roman cathoHi:!*, th&t fortie mTimII favonrs might 
have be^ (hewed to the ptorifahs, Whofe princi- 
p\(^ were no ' way inconfilknt With civil" '^otem- 
ttent-, oir the peacie of fociety* The Bifliops a}* 
lowed that ciereitionies ai-e Ini^ifS^rcnt, and* yet 
treated thofc who* could not in confcienc^ praHife 
them, 'v^ltb great rlgOiir and fevefity. Religion 
does not appear to have i*eached- the heaits of 
thofe \frho t^^r* then dignitaries in thfe church, 
OtherWife tiifey wowld have befeh m-ercifur as their 
lather who is Tn- heaven i^ ^ftierdfiil. 

y The chui-ch having now gained the point 

^' againft the puritans in tlie cohtocation, 
thcife who had the chief nianagement profceeded to 
great feveritie^ againft them., The ^lagtae, which 
broke out this furamer in feveral parts of England, 
reftrained their proceeding for a whiles arid fome 
were indulged who rcfufed to Wear the habits for 
afhort tirtie/buthdneofthofe allied puritans were 
prefered to -Any feieneficc ctf confideration. Miles 
Cbverdale, formerty K&op <Jf Exeter, who affifted 
Tyndal :ind Rogers in trataflating the Bible, and 
Mr Fox^ who wrote the martyrology, were both 
iftiprovided for. The ferit was aflrfting to the con- 
fecration of Archblfliop Parker, and had furfered 
rtany hardfliips for religton in the rfcign of Mary. 
He narrowly cTcapcd death fef his religion; fdr' 

if 
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rf it had not been for the mtcrceffion of the King 
of Denmark, he had fuffcrcd among the reft who 
were burnt in that period. This Bifliop was bora 
in Yorkfhire, and bred at Cambridge : he received 
the degree of Doctor in Divinity in the univerfity 
of Tubingen, a town in Swabia^ in Germany, and 
returned to his native country, among other exiles, 
upon Elizabeth's preferment to the throne, and 
joined with others to confecratc the firft Arch bifliop 
in her reign; but becaufe he could not agree with 
tbe veftments and ceremonies, was left expbfed to 
poTCrty and diftrefs. Bilhop Grindal gave him a 
fmall living at St Magnm', where he preached 
peaceably for two years ; ; but not following the 
precepts of conformity exa£Hy enough, he was per- 
lecuted, and obliged to leave it a little before his 
death, which happened on the twentieth day of 
May, cme thoufand five hundred and fixty-feven, 
at phe age of eighty-one. He was a celebrated 
preacher among the puritans, and much admired 
and followed by ail; but. the aft of uniformity 
brought him mourning to the grave. He was' 
buried in St Bartholomew's, behind the exchange, 
and was attended to his grave by a great crowd of 

people. 

Fox was a grave and learned man, of nmch ac- 
tivity and piety. He wrote the afts and monuments 
of the church when he was an exile, and fpent 
all that time in which he was. baniflied from bia 
country in coJle6^ing materials for writing h'is mar- 
tyrology. He was but ill rewarded for his labour, 
when he returned home, for the fervice he had 
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done his country in his exile; for he lived ^for at 
long time in great poverty and want, without no- 
tice and preferment, merely becaufe he could not 
comply with the habits, which were . ufed, nor the 
ceremonies which were then 'praftifed. No book, 
except the fcriptures, ever gave fuch a mortal blow 
to popery as his a£ls and monuments : it was de- 
dicated to the Queen, and held in fuch great. re- 
putation, that it. was ordered to be fet up in the 
churches; where it raifed in the miads of the peo- ' 
pie fuch a horror againfl: popery, as never had beea. 
known before. Elizabeth l>ad a particular eftecm 
for Mr Fox, and yet through the evils of thefe. 
times he remained in diftrefs .without preferment^ 
till by the interceiSpn of a friend he obtained a pre-* 
bend in Sarum, which he held with Ipme difficulty* 
till his death. The Biihops meant him no favour^ 
and ,gave him conftant diflurbance as long, as he 
lived. 
^ The clergy who did duty in the pariflica 

both in town, and country, had in general 
an averfion to the habits: they fometiraes wore 
them in obedience to the laws, but more fre- 
quently omitted them. .For this they were fome- 
times cited to the fpiritual courts, and admonifhed;. 
but the Biihops had not yet proceeded to fufpend 
and deprive -minifters for not ufing them. They 
gathered courage at laft^ and laid the matter be« 
fpre the Queen, and prevailed with her to, inter- 
pofe her authority in behalf of thefe fragments of 
fuperftition. She therefore in her letters to the 
Archbifliops of Canterbury aud York; dcfired that 

they 
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they would confer with the Biftiops of the eccle- 
fiaftical commiffioii, and take fpecial care that cxa^ 
uniformity be obferved in rites and ceremonies, 
and that npne hereafter be admitted to any eccle- 
iiaftical preferment, but who is Well difpofed to 
common prdcri and Ihall formally promife to pom- 
ply therewith. Foi* a pretence to cover this fe- 
yerity, it was alledged that fome of the puritans 
had turned the habits into ridicule, and ufed un- 
genteel language to them who wore them. This 
has been affigned by fome writers as the reafoii 
of- the criiel treatoient. which the puritans after- 
wards met with. If this was really the cafe, it 
iOiews- that the puritans were imprudent, but it is 
no juft apology for perfecution. Thefe habits were 
things which were. much readier to create laughter 
than jto promote religion, and feeai to have beea 
fuch accoiitrements for devotion, that a number of 
plain people would not have readily thought of. 
If fimplicity be. any becoming ornament .of chrif- 
tianity, it will be difficult to produce any good 
arguments in defence of thefc fragments of fuper*- 
Hition. 

The BIfliops had promifed to the foreign di- 
yincs, that, they Would not urge their brethren in 
thefe particulars ; but preferment changed their 
minds, and they thought themfelves' freed from all 
fuch promifes, becaufe the Queen commanded the 
contrary. They ftudied jo pleafe Elizabeth, whom 
they knew it was dangerous to offend, and thought 
there was lefs evil in perfecuting their brethren, 
than in difobeying the Queen, who had it in her 
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power to difgracc . thcin. When men arc fovigly 
cflabliflied in a good appointment, Viih^rc th^y^ have 
all advantages fuitable for the gratification of thei^; 
J>affions and appetites, they are ready to appre-r 
hend, that ihofe who by a contrary prafticc a& 
otherwife than they do are really their enemies j 
for this reafon, being prompted by their paiSonSj, 
they perfecute the objefts of their averfion. 

The puritans perceived how great a ftorm wan 
gathering againft them, and employed all their' in^ 
tereft to prevent it. Pilkington, Bifhop of Durham, 
wrote to the Earl of Leicefter, to ufc his intereft 
with the Queen in their behalf, and Whitingham, 
Dean of the fame place, wrote to the fame pur? 
pofe. His letter is an earnefl and pathjctic addrefs, 
inforced with arguments well-founded, expreffivc 
both of the truth ahd goodnefs of his heart, f ' Alas, 
f' fays he, my Lord, ihat fuch corapulfion ihoul4 
^ be ufed towards us, and fuch. lenity towards the 
papifts. Oh ! noble Earl, be our patron, and ftay 
in this behalf, that we may not lofe our Kberty, 
f^ that hitherto by the Queen's benignity we, have 
f' enjoyed/' The nobility were divided among 
themfclves in this al&ir, and the Queen herfelf 
was in a ft rait how to proceed j but Parker, who 
was a man very zealous for ceremonies, habits, and 
veftments, fpirited her up, and reprefcnted matters 
in fuch a light as entirely wrought upon her jea- 
loufy. Per authority and power was what flic 
could not endure to be called iq queftion; the 
fmalleft fufpicion of any perfoa refufing to obey 
her authority, was fpfficicpt to |>ring flown hcc 

yenge^ncc 




( 77 ) 

vengeance on their heads. Parker took fpecial 
,care to repjrefent the ppritans as defpifers of the 
Queen's authority, which effeftually prevailed with 
her to grant him any power that he had an in^ 
clinatioti to exercife againfl: ichem. Mercy was 9 
feeling which Parker was feldom fubjeft to,^ and 
when once h^ roceiTed her Majefty's commands, 
he was fure to execute them ?igorouily again{| 
Nonconformifts. Hariiag received the Queen's let-. 
ters authorizing him to proceed, he began and pur- 
fued his plan with uncommon rigour and feverity^ 
Had the firft principles of chiriftianity, or the very 
eflence of the Engiiih coniHtution depended upoa 
veiiments and cere^ionies, . he could not have 
been more zealous in fupporting them. Sermons 
were preached in their defenqe, and on purppfe to 
promote them, and every ftep taken which Pa^'- 
ker coqld invent to eftablKh them. Siihop Jewel 
preached at St Paul's Crofs on purpofe to recon* 
cile the {people to habits. .He faid he did not- 
pretend to defend them, but wanted to ihew they 
\frcrc indifferent, and might, be complied with* 
Bifhop Hprn proceeded farther, and faid, that he 
wiihed thofe cut off from the church that troubled 
her about white or black garmentsi round or fquare 
paps. The puritans were not permitted to preach 
in defence of their caufe, but they took occafion 
to write to the Biihops, and were fo plain as to 
tell them that in their opinion thofe deferved ra- 
ther to be cut off who flopped the courfe of the 
gofpel, and who grieved and offended weak bre- 
fhren^i by urging the remuMts of Antichrifts more 

than 
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than the commandments of God, and by puniih- 
ing them more feverely than the open breakers 

of thefc laws. ' ' • ' ^ * ' ' ' * 

> • • • 

lite ATchbifiiop, with tHe Bi'ihops of Lbndo.n, 
Ely,- Wihcheftcr, and Lincold, compofed feveral ar- 
ticles to inforce the ufe of habits, which were 
publiflied under the name of advertifements ; but 
when his Grace brought them to/court, the Queen 
refufed to give them the royal fanftion. The 
Archbiffiop was nettled at this difappbintment^ and 
faid that the- court had put him upon framing thefe 
advertifements, but if they would not proceed to 
give them the royal fanftion they had better not 
begun ; and that all the world would laugh atth^m, 
for what they had already done. T^^ .Queen re- 
mained ftill cold and indifferent, fo that when the 
ArchbiiDhop' came to the court {he never mentioned 
to him the negleft of conformity in the city of 
London, where it was moft remarkable. " Parker 
was poffeffed of more refolution, than to give up 
fuch- a favourite point, without making another 
attempt. He wrote a letter to Secretary Cecil, 
defiring another letter from the Queen to autho- 
rize their endeavours' for conformity; and in con- 
clufion added, if you remedy it not by a letter, I 
will no more drive againft the ftream, fume or' 
chide who will. 

It will appear to thofe who compare the opi- 
nions of the reformers of difierent periods, that 
none of them were fond of popifli veftments ex- 
cept when they could ferve fome political purpofc' 
iyy impofing; for Cranmer, Ridley, and all who 
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fuffered in the reign of Henry and Mary, fpokc 
very- lightly of them at their death, and accounted 
them fragments of iuperftition. To exhibit all the 
teftimonies of the reformers at home and abroad, 
who have, condemned veflments and habits, would 
be .to iranfcribe volumes, and interlard this hiftory 
with quotations, Cranmer, JRidley, Latimer, Ro- 
gers, Bradford, Bucer, Peter Martyr, Bifliop Jewel, 
Dr- Sandys,, Parkhurft, Humphreys, and Sampfon, 
were all againft them. And even Parker/ who 
preffed them fo hard .upon others, has given his 
teftimony on a certain occcafion againft them; for 
he gloried that he was confecrated without Aaro- 
nical garments, and faid that he was not fond of 
the cap, the furplice, and the wafer bread. Bilhop. 
Jewel calls the veffmcnts the* habits of the ftage, 
and the relics of the amorites, and wiflies they, 
were extirpated to the rootr. Almoft all thp fo- 
reign divines gave therr advice againft them,, and. 
we do hot find a proteftant recorded in hiftory 
who approved of .them when^ ihey died. 

Tke laity, in England were more averfe to. the 
habits and ceremonies than the clergy; for as their . 
hatred of popery increafed, fo did their averfion 
at all the fyrabols and appearances thereof. There 
were not wanting a. ftrong party in the court who. 
difapproved them alfo : among thefe were the Earl 
of Leicefter; SiV Francis Knollys, Vice- chamberlain; 
Burleigh, Lord Treafurer ; Sir Francis Walfingham, 
Secretary of State ; the Earls of Bedford, Warwick, 
and fundry others. The pppulace through the , 
kingdom^ who profeflcd the proteftant religion, 

were 
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were fb provoked at popery, on accotint of the 
many martyrs which it had made, that nothing 
could have made them abide within the church, 
except the dread of civil authority, which inter- 
pofed in behalf of conformity. Such was their 
averfion to thefe fragments of popery, that they re- 
fufed to frequent thofe places of wpr(hip where 
divine fervice was performed . in tbat drefs : fo ifar 
did they carry their refentment in this particular, 
that they would not falute fuch minifters in the 
Areets, nor keep company with them. Dr Whit- 
gift fays, that they fpit in their faces, and reviled 
them as they paffed along, and called them papifts 
in difguife, time-fervers, and half*faced proteftants, 
who would be content with the return of that 
religibn, the badge of which they carried about 
with them. The truth of this is not to be quef- 
tioned by fuch as are acquainted with popular 
prejudice, and the madneis which people may be 
brought to, either by oppreffion or the arts of 
defigning men. This behaviour of . the puritans 
is far from being praife-worthy, and argues both 
a want of religion and good breeding in thofe who 
were guilty of fuch rudenefs. It is not indeed 
much to be wondered at, that thofe garments which 
had been fo often dyed with the blood of their 
friends, were defpifed by the people ; but had they 
believed the gofpel in reality, they would have 
behaved with more temper and moderation. Igno* 
rant men who profefs religion without believing it 
in reality, are always ready to offer infults to thofe 
who differ from them, and frequently glory in pro- 
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j>orti(jn ^s they hare it in their power to behave 
undvilly. Some hiftorians hav^ oflfered apologies 
for this rudeuefs of the puritans towards the ef- 
tabliflied clergy ; but I can make no other apology 
for them iq this particular, than that they did not 
believe that ^ofpel which they zealoufly profeflcd. 
A£h of violence and rudenefs are inconfiftent with 
the ipirit of chriftianity. 

It argued a want of true wifdora in the Queen 
and the Bifhops^ to impofe thefe habits and cere* 
monifiis upon the clqrgy on pain of deprivation, 
when by their own confefSon they were matters 
of indiflFerence, and in the opinion of their brethren 
khey were iinful, Tthis was making ufe of their 
power to impofe a thing they themfelves thought 
of no confcquence, upon the confciences of others, 
at the expence of true religion and the public 

jpeacq. . . 

The . Arcbl)ifliop and his brethren, in confe- 
queflcfc of the letter he received from the Quecn^ 
proceeded to redu(;e all the clergy to 4 flrift uni- 
Fbrmity. They began with London, the diocefe 
of Grindal ; there the greateft number of re- 
fpeftable clergy refufed the contefted apparel* 
After fome foolifli! debates, they agreed upon cer- 
tain advcrtifements, as they were pleafed to call 
them, partly for due order in preaching and ad- 
;miniftering the facraments, and partly for" the ap- 
parel of ecclefiaftical perfons. 

The articles for preaching declare, " That all 
'^ licences granted belpore March firft, one thoufand 
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"five hundred. and fixty-four, Ihall be Toid and 
" of no cffcft ; and that , all that (h$U be thought' 
^] meet for the office of preaching Ihall be admit- 
" ted ag^in, paying no more . than . four-pence for 
'* writing, parchment, and wa^ ; and that thofe who 
^* were not approved a$ preachers might read the 
'* homilies. — That in the adminiftration of the com- 
<* munion in cathedral or collegiate churches, the' 
*' principal minifters ftiall wear a cope, with a gof- 
" pelcr and epiftler agreeably ; but at all other 
"prayers to be faid at the communion table, they 
" fliall Wear no copes, but furpllces only : Deans 
" and Prebendaries (hall wear a furplice with - a 
" fiik hood in the choir ; and when they preach, 
" a hood. Every minifler faying the public prayers> 
" or adminiftering the facramentSj^ &c. Ihall wear a 
" furplice with fleeves; and the parifli (hall proyidc 
*/ a decent table ftanding on a frame for the com* 
*^ munion ; and the ten commandments Ihall be.fet 
"on the eaft wall over the faid table. ,A1I Dig- 
" nitaries in cathedral churches, poftorS| Batche- 
" lors of Divinity and Law, having eccleliaftical 
" Hvijigs, fliall wear in their coraimon apparel, a 
" broad fide gown, with fleeves, ftrait at the hands, 
"without cuffs, or falling capes'; and tippets of 
<* farcenct, and a fquarc cap; but no hats, except 
'^ when on a journey. The inferior clergy arq 
" to Wear long goWns and caps of the fame fafliion, 
'' except 'in cfafe 6f poverty^ whea they may wear 
" fliort gowns." 

To thefe advertifements were annexed protefta- 
tions, which wore to be fubfcribcd by all who 
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fliould hereafter be admitted to any office or cure 
in the church. 'Hereby every clergyman fubfcribed 
and promifcd, not to preach or expound the fcrip^ 
tures without fpecial licence from the Bilhop, un* 
der his feal, biit only to read homilies; and likcwife 
to obferve, keep^and maintain fuch order and uni- 
formity in all external polity,- rites, and ceremonies 
of the church, as by laws, good ufages, and or^ 
ders, are already well proridcd and eftablifhed. 
Thefe advertifements were enjoined by the autho- 
rity of the ecclefiaftical commiffioners, who were 
fo humble as to allow that they were not equi- 
valent with the word of God, or of nceeffity to bind 
the confciences of the Queen's fubjefts in their 
own nature confidered, or as adding any efficacy 
or holinefs to public prayers or the facraments ; but 
as temporal orders, merely ecclefiaftical, without 
any vain fupcrftition, and as rules of decency, dif- 
tinftion, and order for time. By the firft of thefe 
articles, all preachers throughout the kingdom werd 
difqiialified at once ; and by the laft they fubfcribed 
and promifed not to preach or expound the fcrip^^ 
tures without a fpecial licence from the Bifliop§ 
which could not be obtained without a promifd 
pnder their hands of ail abfolute conformity to all 
the ceremonies. It muft certainly appear very 
ftrange to people living in a period fo far diftant 
from thofe times as this in which we live, to think 
that fo many Bifliops fliould aflemble, and proceed 
withfo much folemniry,in amatter of fuch fmall con- 
fequence. A ftranger would be tempted to cou-^ 
eluded that' the dignified clergy had been all tay* 
''* . L 2 lors, 
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lors^ feeing they are fo exad and particular about 
the fona, fize^ and fleeves of their garments, tl^e 
form of their capes, and the dlmenilons of their 
fiirplices ; for there are many who haye been tea 
years at an univerfity who could not excogiace the 
accoutrements of a clergymaH in thefe days. 

Parker now went vigoroufly on in per* 
^ ^* fecuting the puritan clergy; and for thi§ 
end cited them to Lambeth : he admonifhed fomCj, 
and threatened the reft. Grindal withdrew ; he 
was averfe to the Archbiflxop-s method of fcyerity, 
and was afraid c{ a prcmunire, which he knew 
they were liable to, for framing and impofing ar- 
ticles without the royal affent. Stripe fays, that 
the Archbiihop was at much pains to gain Gria^j 
dal, and at hft brought him to a gojod refoUiiion, 
He alfo wrote to the council^ and era^ved their and 
the Queeii's affiftance to ftir up the Biftiop of 
London to his duty, which jthey accordingly did, 
Pprker, according to Stripers account of his life^ 
was never at as much pains to inftruft men to love 
onie another, and to walk according to the gofpcU 
as be was to prevail upon the coijirt to help* him 
to enfnare his brother, and to. enforce his. methods 
of cruelty and oppreffion. 

Among thofc who were cited before the Arch* 
biihop at this pme, worse Mr Thomas Sampfon, 
Dean of Chrift church, and Dr Lawrence Hum* 
phrcys, Vxcfidmi of Magdalen college, Oxford, 
men of great reputation for learning, piety, and 
and zeal for the reformarion. They were exilea 
for reJigipQ^ip Queen Alary 's reign, and were cx^ 
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pofed to many hardihips^ but now they refiifed 
the .itiabits 'which brought them into new troubles. 
When they appeared the Archbifliqp preffed them 
with the opinions of Bucer and Peter Martyr, but 
the opinions of thefe divines were not fufficient to 
rcnaove their fcruples. They were commanded not 
to depart the city without leave; and after they 
had given loag attepdance, and received many re- 
bukes from fome counfellors for their obftinacy, at 
it was called, they wrote a very elegant letter, and! . 
fent it to the ArchblOiops and the reft of the eccle« 
fiafUcal comitniiEoners on the twentieth of March; 
In this letter they exprefs their grief* that there 
ihould be fuch diflentions about trifling ceremonies, 
when people were agreed in articles of frith; snd 
produced many ancient authorities to prove that 
brethren may live together in the fame churchy 
though they ufe different rites and ceremofiies; 
without impofing them upon one another. In one 
of their examinations the Archbi Atop put .aiiie qiie& 
tions to them,^ which they anfwcred. 

Befides 

** I. Is the furplic^ a thing evil and wicked, or is it indifferent r 
Anfwer.Though.thc furpHce in Aibftance be indifierent, yet in the prefent 
circumAancc it 18 not, being of the ikme nature with the vcdU perc^ 
grina^or the idolatOis apparel, for whicK Sod by the Prophet threatens 
to vifit. *. If it be indiilercnt for what caufe? Anfwcr. Becauic thing* 
which have been confecrated to idolatry are not iBdifierent. 3. "Whe^ 
thcr the ordinary or fiifhop detefling popery, may enjoin the furplice t^ 
be worn, and inforce his injuntflion ? Anfwer. It may be faid to fuch a 
one in the words of Tertullian, fi^td Diaboh' pompam oderis, quicqnid 
ex ea alligeris,id fdas efie Idotoatriam, i.e. if thou hated the pomp and 
pegcantry of the Devil, whatfocver of it thou mcddlcft with it idolatry, 
vrhich if he l>elic^e»> he will not inforce the injuriiSfcion. 4. "Whether 
the .cope be a thing indiflferent, boin^ prefciibcd by, law, for decency, 
and r^ygrcncc, and not in rcTpe^a of fupcrlUtion w holincfs ? Anfwcr, 
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Befides their anfwers the puritans fubjoioed fom^ 
other arguments aigainf): habits, as, (i.) apparel ought 
to be worn, as meat ought to be ufed ; bur according 
to Paul meat offered to idol§, ought not to be eaten, 
therefore popifli apparel ought not tobe worn. (2 .J We 
ought aot to give offence in matters of mere indiffer- 
ence; therefore the bifhops who look upon habit§ to 
be matters of indifference, ought not to impofe thenu 
(3.) PopifljL garments have many myftical fignificatir 
ons, for which purpofp they are confecrated by the 
papitts; we ought to confecrated them alfo, or lay 
them wbgily aiide. (4.) Our miniflrations are fup- 

pofed 

pec^cy is qAt promoted by a c<^pe, which was, devifed jo deface the 
facrament. St Jerom fays, that the gold ordained by Ged for reverence 
and decency of the Jewilh tem]>le, is cot to be admitted to beautify the 
church of Chrift ; and if To, much lefs copes brought in by papifts, and 
coaiccrated in theit feryic^, as prop^ ornamjents of religion. 5* Whether 
any thii^g that is indifferent may be injoincd, as godly, to the uie o£ 
common prater and i^craments f Anfwer. If it' be merely indifferent^ as 
to time, plaiae, aad fuch neceflary drcumftances of divine worihip*' for 
which there may be brought a ground out of fcripture, we think it may. 
€, Whether the civil magiftrate may conditute by law, an ' abflinence 
from meats on certain days ? Anfwef. Becaufe of abftinence, a manifcft 
fommodity arifeth to the common wealth in policy, if it be fufficiendy 
guarded againft fuperiHtion, he may appoint it,' due regard being had to 
pcrfons and times. 7. Whether a law ipay be made fpr the difference 
•f miniftas appajel, fropi laymen ? Anfwer. Whether fuch a prcfcrip- 
tion to a minifier of the gofpel of Chrifl be lawful, may be doubtful, 
becaufe no fuch thing is decreed in the New Teftament, nor d^d tbc 
primitive church appoint any fuch thing, but would rather that mini- 
ftcrs be diftinguiihcd from the laity by their do^ine, than by their vcft- 
mentt. 8. Whether miniftcrs going in fuch apparel as the papifts ufed, 
ought to be condemned of any preacher for fo dqing ? Anfwer. Wc 
JTidlge no man ; to his own mailer he (lands ox falls, p. Whether fuch 
preachers ought to be reformed or reftraincd or not ? Anfwer. Irencus 
"*^11 not have Iwethren reflralned from brotherly communion, for divcr- 
fi»y in ceremonies, provided there be unity 4n the faith and charity ; 
and it is to be wiflicd that there may be the like charitable pcrmifli«a 
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pofed by fome^ not to be yalid, or acceptable to God^ 
unlefi performed in fuch apparel, and this being a 
prevailing ppinion, we judge it highly neceflary to 
undcdeiyj^.the people. (5.) Things indifferent ought 
not to b^ tilade heccffary, becaufe then they change 
their nature, and we lofe our chriftian liberty. (6.) If 
we are bound to wear popilh apparel when command- 
ed, we may be obliged to have (haven crowns, and 
to nia]ce ufe of oil, fpittle, cream, and all the reft of 
papiftical additions to the ordinances of Chrift. 

The ecclefiaftical commiflioners were not unani-i- 
nious in their opinions concerning the method of 
proceeding, againft the puritans ; fome were for an-* 
fwering the reafons which they had offered againfl: 
the habits, and were for enforcing the praftice of 
them with a proteftation that they defired them re- 
moved ; others were for compromifing the matter, 
and permitting an indulgenccy Humphrey's and 
Sampfori, expreffed their willingnefs to fubfcribc 
with the rcferv'e of the apoftle, all things are law^ 
fulf but all things edify not. But the archbifliop 
who was at the head of the commijffion, was too 
much of a churchman to abate any thing ; and told 
them in a peremptory tone, that they mufi: either 
confirm to the habits or part with their livings. 
Sampfon arid Humphreys declared that they were 
determined in that point, and would prefer the tefti- 
mony of a good confcience to every temporal emolu- 
ment, upon this they were both arrefted and put 
under confinement j'but Sampfon more efpccially felt 
the refentnent of the Archbifhop, and was -confined 
for a long time, as a terror to others. . By an exprefs 
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order x)f the Queen he was deprived of his Ackntj, 
and neyer after pbxained apy^ higher prefermeiir in 
the t:hurch,,xhaii to be governor of a poor hpfpital. 
Humphrey although his place. was not immediately 
under the power of ?he crown, nor at the Queen's 
difpbfal,yet durft not return to Oxford after his enlarg- 
^nent, but retired to a widow's houfe in Bcrkfhirc, 
who was .a great friend to the perfecuted non-con- 
forraifk pf thefe times. From his retirement he wrote 
a. letter to the Queen, and made, fo many friends ac 
court, that^ he obtained a toleration, biit. received no 
preferment till tfcn or twelve years after,' when he 
fubmitted to- the habits.. He was -indeed prefented 
Ko a living within the diocefe of Salisbury, by the 
Bifliop of Winchefter, but Jewel rcfufed to admit him 
till he had good aflurancc pf his conformity. The 
hiftorians oFformer times,a£Erm that Humphrey w^s a 
moderate confcientious npn^conformift, a great fcholar, 
an ^ble linguift, and deep divine 5 that he excelled 
moft of the theologians of that perio^, yet. none of 
thefe qualifications were fuflScient. to prefer him, till 
he conformed to the habits which were- thch the tefl 
of a truechurchraan.lt mayfeemamazmg to us who live 
in better times, to think that fuch unprofitabrc things 
fhouIdha,ve been, the occafion of fuch,hpt difputes iq 
xhe church ; biit the pride and folly of mpn have al- 
ways operated in' the fame manner, and have magni- 
fied evils, or dinjiniflied them according as 'their 
leading pafEon or intcrell di/efted them. 

Parker's next enterprise was to reduce the diocefe 
of London tp obedience ; for there it was that offen- 
ders were moft numerous ; but he wax afraid to pufh 
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too fafty t>ecauie the Que^n would not feal the ad« 
Verrifemencs. He fent them again to the fecretary^ 
\dth a letter to Elizabeth, praying, that if not all, yet 
at leafl: thofe articles that relate to apparel, might be 
i-etumed teith fotne .Authority ; but the Queen re- 
mained ftcdfaft to her . former refolutioii, and would 
give no faniftion to the adtertiferacnts ; but iffued a 
prochmation, peremptotily requiring uniformity in 
the habits on pain of prohibition from preaching, and 
ddpriration. Parker was not a perfon who eafily de^^ 
paned from executing his purpofes ; his next pro- 
ceeding was to eonftilt the lawyers what was the befl: 
med^od'to puriue, and concluded with the reft of the 
commiffioners, to futnmons the ^hole body of Paftors 
and curates, within the city of London, to appear at 
Lambeth, and examine them all, whether they would 
t>romife conformity to the apparel cftabliflied by law^ 
and teftjfy the fame by fubfcriptiod. Thofe who 
demurred were immediately to be fufpended, and 
after three months deprived of their livings. Before 
they proceeded to this general citation, they called the 
kcv. Mr Fox before them ; that as he was accounted 
on alf hands a man oi great learning and piety, 
his exampte^if he (hbuld comply. Would give fome 
wei^t to the proceedings of the commiffioners ; 
but when they called him to fubfcribc, he took 
his Greek Teftament out of his pocket and faid, 
to this 1 will fubfcribe } when they prcfented him 
the canons to fubfcribe he fefufed, and lard I have 
nothing in the church but a prebend in Salisbury, 
and much good may it clo you, if you take it 
from me. The commiffioners were confounded 
Vol il. M ae 


at this reply i and their courage failed thetn^ for 
they durfl not proceed to deprive a man of fo 
much merit, who by his martyrology, had fet the 
aihes of SmichHeld before their eyes. 

The 26th of March being appointed for the 
appearance of the London, clergy^ the Archbiftiop 
requefted the fecretary, with fomc of the nobility 
and the Queen's council^ to countenance th« proceed- 
ings of the commiiHoners with their prefence ; but 
they refufed to be concerned in fuch difgraceful 
work. When the London mihifters appeared in 
court, Mr Thomas Cole, a clergyman, was placed 
by the fide of the commiffioners in prieftly apparel, 
when the Biftiop's Chancellor addreffed them from 
the bench in thefc words ^ ** my mafters, and ye 
'^ minifters erf London, the council's plcafurc is, that 
*^ ye flrickly keep the unity of apparel like this 
** man who flauds here canonically habited with a 
/^ fquarc cap, a fcholar'sgown prieft-like, jt tippet^ 
^^ and in the church, a litien furplice ; ye who 
** will fubfcribc write volo, thofe who will not 
« fubfcribe write no/o : ht brief, make no words/^ 
,Some of the minifters attempted to fpeak, but 
were interrupted by the Chancellor, who cried, 
peace, peace, apparitor, call over the churches, 
and ye mafters anfwer prcfenily fub fena contempt 
Jus. The minifters were in great diftrefs, know- 
ing that they had only this alternative, either to 
poluce their confciences, or ruin their families, and 
fome of them faid, thar they ihould be killed in 
their fouls , for fuch polution. After much per- 
fuafion^fwty out of a hundred fvibfcribed, and thirty- 

. r. fcvcn 
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fcvca abfolutely rcfufed ; among thelaft, accord- 
ing to the Archbifliop's own confefliony.wcrc (omc of 
the beft preachers. The non^-canformifts were 
immediatdy fufpended, and' laid a£de from the 
oiEce of their - miniftry, with notice, that if thejr' 
did not conform in' thefpace of three months,' 
they were to be deprived. Parker^ by this ferere 
and lincourtly behaviour, imagined . that he would 
have provoked the. ndinifters to behave in a rough: 
and unfeetningly Inanner, . and have had fome (ha« 
dow of rapdogy for his proceeding againil ;them; 
but contrary to his. expedattons,Ltbey.;beha vied fa* 
berly, gravely and! modeftly. . Thcyr afterwards 
gave a paper %mfying.. their rcafons for refufing 
the habitSr ..» c.v -.) ... - • 7 • 

That they ?were iihe caafe of offence to many 
godly perfons. . who:^ couid not in confcience ufe 
them.— That it wa& contrary to.xrhriftian liberty 
to impofe them.~That it was ccmtrary both to 
fcripture, and the .praAice of the ancient fathers 
of the church, all thefe they, illnftrated by many 
paffages of fcripture, and * quotations^ from the 
ancient writers in the church. ^ 

To this declaration the commiffioners made no 
other reply than, that it was not their bufinefb 
to difpute, bat to execute the Queen's injurfdtions. 
The Archbtihop was highly pleafed with the be- 
haviour of his Chancellor, and faid that he did 
not doubt but when the minifters had felt the 
fmart of poverty and want, they would comply ; 
for faid hq, the wood is yet but green. And he 
further declared, that he was fully refolved to go 
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tlirougb with the work be, bad bcgim; tod. i the 
rather, becaufe .the Queen would have him to 
try with his' own authority, .what he could da 
for order. This Archhiihop^s ambition was bound-^ 
lefs, and made him proceed fp far as to for 
]kit the f^rcretpry with letters f^r his countenance- 
In one of his epiilJes he rnakes ^fe of very cu- 
rious ftik J f<»-,.fays he *^if we are not better 
backed, there will be fewer Winchefters as is dc^ 
fired. By this he referred to Stephen Gardner^ 
the bloody Biftop of Winchleft'er, in tbe teign of 
Queen Mary ; :but . for my - part^ %s • h^, fo that 
i^y prince may win bondur, I will be gladly^ the 
j^ock, of offence,, iince rhe^ Lord is my helper, J. 
will ^ot fear what maa cap do to me^ nori will 
1 be amufcd ordauntedy fremac mimdu^ ruatcaelumj^ 
though the WDiJd run into Toaiufion, and the hea^ 
yens go to ninreck. vThiswHS theinerciful and ^riftian* 
ftile of the firft. Arcbbi&op, .who was confqcrated 
by proteftants. Stripe has epdeaVQpred - ta glofs 
thefe paragraphs with a very favourable. commen** 
i^ty, .and attempted to pro^e that Parker was a 
mild and gentle Archbiihop; but it is very pro- 
Jjablc, that if Stripe and Parker had fuffered as 
many hardflvps as Parker inflificd upon many 
.worthy honeft men, they wc^dhave had ^ dif- 
ferent opinion of ib^ matter, No pcrfpn ppffiaffed 
.of the fmaHcft . degree of hmsan feelings, wbat:eTer 
religion be may . profefs^ can read the hiftory of 
Archbifliop. Parker's conduft and proceedings, with* 
j)ut being, ibockcd at his crueky and unreleuooj 
:?aifapthropy : ^hft $or tbc (|ke .pf .djings..whkh 

he 
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he .himfell cdnfdTed to be . lodiSereQ^. coujd : pt6i 

fccutc render hearted men, jo . the — ptmaoft icktre^ 

mity. He «ven paid uq- r^rd ip the la^s of 

the land, but by a very fiw|!!l^ order frc»i^^<? 

Queepi trampled pa , the whole cpnAi^ution. T^ci 

Tcftmeots were liot a^ yet eftabliflicdby any aft-cif 

the kgUlamre, nor by aijy formftl d^ed of coaKh 

cation ; the Qgeco'fi eijd^ftical.cowsiffionent wcw 

law-givei;s tp tbe^ >;^hole,natipn k* ijbt9c.parii€iilarf 

Whm regal comroiflioners ciake. la^3 for their own 

private ends, and jofprce them by per£rQmiQn,< tbord 

}s an end of all Jiberty, and the conftitution lat 

once. Farkt^r .will neyer be confidored , by any 

perfon who Mesj tnrttb^.and the Jaw of hi^ coeni- 

try, in .any other point of light than a fcoisirge, 

permiftifd by ^e^yen,. to .pani£h a ..guilty jpesspic 

for their iniquities. It Cgnifie^: nothing whether 

he W2^ ipapift, cpifcoparian, or ,prc$hytcrian; fot 

while, his^ ^Qmi$ ai*e contrary .tb the cffential pria^ 

i:i{^es.of.Ghriftianity» and the natural righta. of man^^ 

kindi his-n^pmorr w^ be handed down widi .d^tgiace 

to. all : future ages. 

Every . good , man mud la his he^rt abhor, all 
perfectitors ^of every per&afion, however they may 
have been dignified . with offices, and celebrated^ by 
the demagogues of a party. True religion in it$ 
own joature is oppofke to all perfecutiouy and teaches 
nercy, judgment^ and fafth> as the duty of all its 
profdSbrs. . 

Many of the Bifhops relented, and refuftd t<i^ 
ptoeeed ; but Barker was a perfon of more intre^ 
^ity« Qther men'^i ail$lidi<xa& did not affed him ; 
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his heart was hardened ragaipft" feeling for any 
man's misfortanes, provided he could gain honour 
with the '- Queen, and fupport his own intereft. 
The queen' might have been prtvailed with to hare 
abated- of • the rigour of thefd proceedings, and 
the Secretary, and the friends of the court de-' 
clared they couid not keep pace with Parker. 
Griddal and the Biftiop of Durham, wefe parti- 
cularly mored* with the diftrefles of the non-con- 
formiftsjand the'Bifhop of? Durham declarfed that 
he Would rather lay down his Rlhoprick, than fuf- 
fer fuch proceedings in his didcefe* Alt this made 
no imiweffion upoti PaVkerj he wds above all re- 
proach, and deititute of feeling ; and inftead of 
abating any thing of his rigour; he grew more 
intolerable, and compofed fuch injunctions for the 
dergy of London, as had never been heard of 
in I any free ftate, or in a proteftant country. The 
coinmlffioners obliged every clergyman, who" had 
the cure of fouls, to fwear obedience to all the 
Queen's injunftions, and letters patent.-— To all 
letters from the privy council.— To the artidea 
ind' • injundions of* their metfopclican.— To- the 
articles and mandates oiF their l^iihop, ArchdeacoUf 
Chancellors, Sbmncrs, Receivers, &c. and to be 
fitbjeft to the commands of all their fuperiors with 
patience. To inforce thefe injundions upon the 
puritans, there were four or eight cenfors, fpies, 
or jurats, appointed in every parifli, to.takc not- 
jtice' of all offdnces' which might be given or 
received. Thefe fpies were obliged by their oath, 
to take particulur Qotice of the clergy; and all 

their 
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their parifhionerSy and to give in their prefent** 
toents when required; w hereby it was impoffible 
for any honed puritan to efcape the high com« 
mijOTion. This uneccffary fcKrity was the occafion 
of many evils to the nation ; thereby many churches 
were (hut up in the city of London, for want of 
minift^rs to^do duty in them, which much aflfedted 
all good men, and flrengthened the hands of the 
papifts, who rejoiced at feeing the reformers fall 
out with one another. 

Many of thofe who were the mpft ufeful preach- 
ers, were now laid afide, and none were now found to 
fupply their places, which raifed a great, murmur- 
ing among the people. Even fome of the Bjihops 
complained to the Queen, that many of her Ma- 
jefty's people in the northreh counties, were pc- 
rifliing for want of food, for their fouls, and had 
not heard a fcrmon for feven years ; and that 
their blood would be required at fome per fon's 
hands. After this manner did Biihop Sandys 
preach before her Majefty. But Parker went on 
with his work ; he called . in all licenpes, accord- 
ing to the advertiferoen s, and appointed all preach- 
ers throughout his whole province, to take out 
new ones. The dclign of this was, that he might 
include lefturers and ocCafional preachers, as well 
thofe who had the cure of fouls. All parfons 
and curates were forbidden to fuffer any to preach 
in their churches, upon any; former licences grant- 
ed by the Archbifhop; and thofe whp received 
new ones, bound themfclves. for time coming, not 
'to diflurb the ellablilibiment; nor vary, from it. 

Th(5 
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. Hie piititan preachers who cotil4 ilot ill HoA^ 
fcience cake out new licences^ Icepc thei^. oki 
OSes; and made the beft ufe of tbeiti that the^ 
coold { they travelled through the country, and 
preached wher6 they obiained Iea?e« ]^or> this 
tesL&xk Bi&op' Jewel Compared them to the apoP> 
tles^ and in fdme refpefis they did iiideed rcfon- 
ble diem, far they had neither filver nor gold^ 
not fettled refidencd There was at this cioie on<! 
thing which was of conliderable adtamage to the 
puritans ; the uniVerfity of Cambridge held a pri-* 
viledge, Whkh was granted by Pope Ale^ndef 
the fi>ith, to licence twelve minifters yearly, to 
preach any where throughout the whole kingdom 
of England^ without obtaining licences from any 
of the Bifhops. Thefe preachers had their licence 
tinder the common feal of the univerfity, and had 
liberty to preach durante vita naturali, during rhdt 
natural life. The Archbifliop wrote to#the chan* 
cellor praying him to fet afidc this praftice. The 
reafons he gave were (i) becaufe the prefent 
licences varied from the original bull, for they 
were given out by the Vice Chancellor,^ Whereaa 
they ought to have been given by the Chancellor 
only; (2) Becaufe it was unreafbnable to give 
licences, durante vita nattirali, i. e. for natural life) 
whereas they ought to be only quam dili nobis 
]dacuerint & dum iaudabiliter geflerint, i. e. during 
x>ur pleafure^ or as long as they behaved Wdlj 
(3) and what was moft grievous to Parkerj wai 
the claufe Which infringed his own and brethren's 
juri£lidion^ that they might preach without licence 
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f rom tty of , tlie Biihops. This \7as accounted in^ 
ikfiersMe ; the YicQ Chancellor was fent for to London^ 
to defend the privrleges of the uniyerfity, which he 
did tothe facisfadlion of the Chaacellor: this fo 
i&raged Parker^ that, he declared fap woi^ld not 
admit any of their licences, without the Chancellor's 
name. He bad he did not imagine that the Vice 
Chancellor, by his,, pretended ikill and experience 
]Q Ae ciwl law, couid inferm his honour of any 
thiqg. he was not capable of anfwering* Sut his 
Grace met With a difcppoinjtment, for the. univerfity 

retained their privilege, and .made ufe of it for 
the. relief' of the Puritans.. 

This fummer the Queen vifited, the univerfity 
of Qapabridge, ai)d continued there five days, and 
^as c^atertaincd by the.fcholars with fpccche;s and 
difputations. . A philofophy aft was kept by Thomas 
Byng> of Peter-houfe, on the two following qucf- 
dons* , i^ Whether monarchy be not the bed 
form oiF government. 2. Whether fre(j[pent 
alterations of thp laws be not dapgerous? The 
Opponents were Mr Thomas Cartwright of Trinity 
College, Mr Chaderton of Queen's College, Meff. 
Prefton and Clarlf of King's College, who per- 
formed their parts to the fatisfaSion of the Queen 
and the whoje aydience; but Prefton pleafed her 
Majefty beft, and was made her fchplar, with the 
fettlement of a fallary. The queftidns in divinity 
lyire- 'i-. Whether the authority of the fcripmre 
is greater than that of the church. (2.) Whether 
^e dvil magiftrate has authority in ecclefiailical 
affairs? Thefe were the teft of thof« tirac^ 
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At the end of the difputation the Queen made ^ 
ihort and elegant oration in Latin, encour^ing ^ 
fchqiars to purfue their fhidies, with a pronuiis 'of 
her coti'ntenance and protefHon. This uniYerfity 
not long after, was brought to mucl^ trouble by a 
controverfy, conceri^ing the habits, efpectally. the 
furplice- Dr Longwortb, Matter of JSt John's Cd- 
fcge^ being abfent, the Students of that . uhiverfity 
came to chapel without their hoods jmd iurplices 
on a feftjyal day^to the number of three hundred; and 
continued to do fo for fome tme^ and themafter 
when, he returned, took no notice of this tranf«- 
greffion. In Trinity Collie all except three de- 
c:lared againfl (he furplice, and the reft 6f the 
Colleges were ready to follow their example. The 
news of this proceeding wasf fbon carried cpurt, 
;and it was eafy to perceive a ftorm arifing agtinil' 
Cambridge. Several members of the univerfit]f 
Vrote to the fecretary, humbly befeeching his in- 
tercciEon with the Queen, that they might not bq 
compelled to receive a Popiih ceremony whic^- 
they had laid afide. fccil wrote an angry letter, 
admonifhing them to return quietly to the - habits. 
Which they had ufed before. * He alfo wrote to 
the Vice 'Chancellor, rcquifiBg hiin to call to-, 
geiher the heads of ^he Cpllegcs, and let theni 
know that their favour with the Queen depended 
upon their obedience in this particular. 

The Mafters of this uniyerfity of Catnbridge, 
wc^e fcnfiWe of the danger they lyere in of lofing 
^hcir ftudents, if the habits were prcflcd upon 
tbem, wrote another letter to Secretary Cecil, to 
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ittcet%ede tTith her Ms^dly for a 6iQ)eflration ; ia- 

iosming htm that it would depriTe the uniyeriity 

of the ifloft: ^i^rthy and the moi!: learned of their 

-fcholar^ if the yeftments were preffed with fo 

hiiich vigour, and religion and learning would 

thereby receive a mortal wound at once. This 

letter gave offence at court, efpecially to the ec- 

-cl^ftical Commiilioners ; and Longworth was fent 

'ibf^ to appear befort the Commiffioners, and obliged 

to ^recant and read his recantation publicly in the 

church; The reft made their fubmiffion by let- 

tcrs. The fchdars were brought back to the 

habits^ add fuch a$ perceived in what channel 

|>referment wa&* likely now to < be attained, and had 

no pHAciples of religion, began to write in defence 

•trf th^ habits. Whitgift was among the firft of 

fchefei and recommended himfelf fo effeSually, that 

he Wis afterwards preferred to the See of Canter- 

btiry, for his zeal in; the defence of the habits. 

.Camlwridge, notwithftanding, was ftill a fanftuary 

fejr ihePuriuns* 

The tcvt^pf of the Archbifcop, was dreadfully 
felt by the Clergy in London. Many were re- 
duced to beggary, and others betook thcmfclvcs to 
fecular employments: fome went beyond feas, 
others to Scotland ; and a few became chaplains 
to Noblemen and Gentlemen. It was now a com- 
mon ttyng to fee churches {hut up as if the 
plague bad been in them, and nd divine fervice 
performed in fome large parilhes. The people 
were diftreffed for their minifters, and ready to 
rife in mobs; Ox hundred people came to a church m 
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London oti Palm-jSunday to rcccavd the OHWatf- 
nion, but the doors were iObut, and no mimftcr 
to officiate. This was a ftrange fight in the city 
o( London, and- gave great offence. .The cobot 
plaints of the people r reached the court j whiqh 
inade the Se'crciiary write to the Archbiihj^p to 
fupply the dhurches, and releafe the prifopers : 
but Parker was inexorable, and was inclined that 
the people fhould hare no. fermons, rather: than 
enjoy theih without the furplice and cap.) The 
Archbi(hop in a tetter which he wr6tc.^tft the 
fecretary acquaints hiiti^that when the Qtfeen p»c 
him upon what he had done, he tddh^ th4C 
thefe precife folks, would ctfeSt; their :goo4«dnd 
bodies to prifon rather than re|6n^; and ; her 
Highftefs wiHed him to impfifon them. He.:CQi]k* 
fcffed that many pariflies Were unprovided; :;th9t 
he had undergone many, harcl ; ff^eecbes^ and ^aiin^ 
refiftance from the people 5 bijt it Was only, what 
he expcfted. That 'he had kni his. chaplitifts in- 
to the city, to ferve in fomc <rf the., greet pa- 
rifhes, but they codld not * adjninifter the. ftcia- 
inent bccaufe the officers of the parifli had prd- 
vided neither furplice nor wafer breads < jn this 
letter he uttered many complaints, againft the peo- 
ple of London, and mfide fome refleftions .againit 
Grindal, the Bilhop of that diocefe, who was now 
fufficiently wearied of fuch difagreeabje proqeedingg. 
Such a foolifii letter was not worthy of any 
notice J and could give Httle fatisfaftipn to the 
Secretary any farther than it • expreffed the fen- 
timents of the Archbiihop,. with regard, to .his 
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teadiatis co prbtnote xnooarcby^ and arbitrary |[0r 
Temment, ^hich was at this time the principal obr 
je£l of Elizabeth's attention. It will not readily 
be admitted, by true proteftants, that the furplice 
and vrafer bread are eiTentially neceffiiry to the 
conamunion of the Lord^s Supper, and yet the 
Archbiihop could notadmmifter the Lord's Supper 
without fuch ceremonies as he had already 
declared to be indififerent^ and yet he makes them 
effeatially necefiary to a divine ordinance : fuch 
aUurdity could only proceed from a mind Warped 
by intereft^ and (Ihnulated by unbounded pride, 
whicli inflames the paiCohs, and hinders men frcmi 
lifteniiig to the Toice of reafon and the dictates 
of ooafcience. 

The zeal of. the Archl^fhop and the ob^ 
flinacy of the Queen, with regard to. cererob- 156^. 
nies, wdr^not always approved by thecoundl, 
they, ibewed a backwardnefs to countenance fuch 
viotent nvtafureSy and fometimes refuled tojproCeed. 
Thk tamper, in her Majefty's council, \qn Ibme oc- 
cafioQS reilrained the fury of the high xommii&on, 
which was how advanced to a degree of madnefs, 
inconfiftenr. with reafon, religion, ^ and /true, policy. 
The high commiffion proce^ed in the OKiffcarbitraby 
manner, .and fhewed no mercy to non-conformifts : 
all her Majefty's injunflions <vere 'executed with 
rigour in the remotefl: comers of the kingdom, and 
the whole nation groaned under the yoke of oppref- 
fion ; all application to the Queen and her Commif- 
fioners were ineffcdual ; every complaint wasconfi- 
dered.as difobedience to the laws, and petitions ac- 

counted 


t^iit^ Mffil iibefe againft the QnGsn^i gamnsbtny 
and the pctitioaera puniflied as traitors to die QneeH 
ftdd enemies to the church^ All ho|3i^ of tedrefe or 
expii£hitioii<>f relief were now sit ^n end : thePotitstiis 
had nothing to expdft but poverty^ paniihment^ and 
diftrefs : they therefore refolTed to giye a reptefentsu. 
tion of their caufe to the workL Accbrdidgly this 
year they publifhed a fmall treatife in Tindicatidh of 
their conduft^ in which they fhew the abfufdity and 
imreafomblenefs of impoiing the ceremonies^ : item 
the fcriptures and many ancient authorities^ and 
conclude with d ferious addrefs to the Almighty 
for his interpoiition, When now all htunan hdp had 
failed them. Many other pamphlets were ptibliih^ 
ed in defence of the fufpended miniftersi iiHiieh; thet 
Eiihops ordered their chaplains to anfwer. MrSti*ipe 

.in his life g£* Parker (bys^' th^t the Archbi&op an- 
fwered this reprefentation of the Puritans ; bat who* 

•' crer was the author of that treaiife, it does him but 

. little honoufC It is .full of the fpint of periecn* 
ricn aitd tyranny^ that it is not poffibte that be could 
be a true chHftian that cqmpofed it. 

The minifters > anfwered thb abuiive pan^hlet 
with much !temper and decency^ which :gave great 
difcontentto the Biihops. They dieref ore to gain 
the populace, publiflied the teftimonies ^of fome 
foreign protcftant divines who were in mucb.efteem, 

. who had (hewed fome attiichment ta tbe cere* 

• mopies of the church o( England. They pttbliihed 
Melanchton^s Expofition on Rom. adii. i.^ Let enrery 

•foul be fubjed to the higher powers. From 
whence they infer, that becaufe things in fome 
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cafo WBC bucif tderable^ oflSsnfbre, and dasgeroas^ 
yet in the mean rime, they. may be impofed unr 
dcr die fevcrcft penalrics. The Puritans replied to 
all thefc attempts of their adverftries, and what was 
readily t6 be expeflcd, their writings were greedily 
received fay the people, while the anfwers of the 
Bifliops were yery little taken. notice of. 

The ^{faops and Highrcommiffionets were not a 
licded nettled to fee the refpe^^ that Was paid lo 
the Baritans, when their performances were fdfered 
to die away m cbliYipn and contempc They com^ 
plained kindly to the cqundl, that nqtwithftanding 
the Qaeen'a injnn^ons, the difierences in the 
church encreafed by printing and publiflung fedt« 
tious libels, which inflamed the ptople^ and rcn*- 
dered the eftabliibed clergy contemptible in the 
eyes of the multitude. Their chid^. refoqrce now 
was to haye the liberty of the prefii reflrained, thac 
the npn-conformift9 might hgve no Qpportunity to 
make any ^more appeals or apologies to the public 
They m laft procured the fpUowing decree of the 
Star*cbambet : i. That no perfon ihould print 
or pnbli& any book againflr the Queen'& injunc- 
tions; ordinances, or letters^patent^ fet forth or tot 
be fet ferth, or. s^gainft their meaning; 2. That 
fucb Ihotdd forfeit all their books and copies^ 
and fuflPer three nionths UmpHfonment, and never 
prafiife the art of printing any more. 3. That 
no pe^pn ihoutd iell^ bind, or flitch fuch booksn 
upon pain of forfeiting twenty {hillings for every 
book. 4. That all forfeit^ books ihould be 
brought tp StatioAers-hall. dn4 half the forr 
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felted mone^ to be referred' for the Qaeei!; die 
reft for the informer^ and the books to be de. 
ftroyed or made wafte paper. 5. That the war- 
dens of the company may from time to time fearch 
all fufpe£led places/ and open packs^ dry fats, &c* 
tirherem paper or foreign books may be contained i 
and enter all warehoufes where they have rea* 
fonabie fufpicioay and feize all books and pamph- 
lets againft the Queen's ordinances, and bring the 
offenders before the ecclefiaftical commiilioner^ 
6i All ftadoners, bookfellers, and merchants tra- 
ding in books, (hail enter into recognizances of rea^ 
fehable fums of money, to obferve the premifes 
or pay the forfeitures. ' This was iigned by eight 
of the privy council, and by the Biihops of Cao-^ 
terbury and London, with five more of the ec? 
cleiiaftical conuniifion, in the eighth year of Eliza- 
beth's reign. This was a ftretch of arbitrary 
power, unheard of in all friee ftates, and was ex* - 
cogitated principally by the clergy, who are ge- 
nerally amoiig the firft to encroach upon the 
liberties of others, when they have power in' tiicir 
hands. The liberty of the prefs is the terror of 
tyrants^ and all who have not truth on their Hdi 
to fupport their caiife. Wicked and ambitious men 
are not only difpofed to deprive others of their 
rights and privileges, but cannot endure that 
the injuries they commit ifhould be reprefented in 
their proper colours to the public : error and 
falihood are objcfts of ridicule as fpoh as they 
are known, and for that reafon theii* friends 
§re aihamed to have ihem publiflied; atid for the 
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moft part endeavour to flxjp all cliaimels of publU 
carioh which they have in rheir power. AH the 
\vide fteps towards arbitrary power which have 
ever been made in Britain, in isither church or 
ftate, have been attended With a difpofition to 
reftrain the liberty of the prefs; and there is not 
a more certain mark of fome inicnded encroach- 
inent Upon the natural rights 6f mankind, than* 
the flopping of this channel of conveyance, Pub-^ 
tic managers in church o^ ftate, have no occa- 
Con to be afraid that the publication of their con- 
duft, will cxpofe them when they aft Worthily j 
the more vifible worthy aftionS are made, the mor^ 
J)raife and approbation are likely to redound to 
the.aftors; but it betrays a confcioufnefs of fome 
bad intention, when men who are employed for 
the j)ublic, want to conceal their proceedings 
frotri its infpeflion. This Star-chamber was one 
of the moft infamous courts that ever exifted in 
Britain^ or any other nation, and except the In- 
tjuifitic^n, it is a queftion if ever it was equalled in 
any nation in Europe. It interfered with both the 
fouls and bodies of men, it deprived minifters of 
their offices, and fined or imprifoned them accord- 
ing as the commiffioners plcafed ; and as it was the 
Queen's court, an appeal to her or any other power 
had no effeft. Petitions to the fovereign, when* 
he is fwayed by defpotic principles, has always 
been found to be inefTeftual ; ^ and the petitfon- 
ers have, for the moft part, been accounted diflby^ 
al, and their petitions libels againft the ftate. 
Vol. II O The 
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The Poritans from this time, tillth^^ays of Charles 
the firit, proceeded in humble fupplications to the 
thron^e, but never received any redrefs of their 
grievances. The government proceeded in the 
iame arbitrary manner, and made larger advances 
to defpotifm, till they threw the nation into fuch 
qonvullipns, as (hook the throne itfelf, and tumb- 
led the unhappy monarch Charles from his feat, 
and feut him into the other world. 

The non-conformifti were now feverely perfe- 
cutedj their livings were fequeftrated, their per* 
fons imprifoned, and they had no opportunity to 
publilh their cafe to tlje world j Ibut up in dark- 
fome prifons, where left to pine away their days in 
forrow, poverty, and Want, their friends were not 
permitted to adminifter comfort to 'them, nor allow- 
ed to fupply their wants : they were now wholly 
under the power of arbitrary tyrants, whofe ten- 
der mercies were cruel, whofe guilty fouls were' 
hardened againft diftrefs, and whofe hearts were 
ftecJed againft the cries of mourners, Opjpreffioa 
at laft pulhed them to lengths they never intend- 
ed, and which they could not well avoid. Such 
as were yet unconfined and had liberty, aifem- 
bled to confult what was proper to . be done ia 
fuch an alarming crifis. They at laft agreed to 
feparate from a church which now breathed no- 
thing but perfecution, and paid no regard to any 
principles of religion or morality; that pcrfccuted 
its minifters for not complying with unprofitable 
ceremonies, which, by the very impofers, were ac- 
counted indifferent. From this time they laid a- 
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fide all common prayer and fervice of the church 
of England, and embraced that of Geneva; they 
formed feparate alTemblies for^wor/hip, and no 
longer accounted themfdyes members of the efta- 
bliftxed cfiurch of England,. The reader may 
make his own remarks upon the condua of boch 
parries, and learn from their proceedings who 
were to blame for this feparation. 

From this time the divifions in the church • 
cncreafed, and thofe called Puritans be- 15 67* 
came more numerous, notwithftanding all 
the troubles and pcrfecurions they met with 
from the Queen and the naliiig tktgy. The 
principal objeftions which the Pari tans urged 
at this time for their non-conformity, were the 
habits and ceremonies; but there were other things 
with which they were far from being fatisfied. 
The hierarchy, or the fuperiority of biftiops aboTC 
presbyters., and their claiming the fble right of 
ordination, and the power of the fpiritual kejrs, 
was a thing ,th^ were not fatisfied with. The 
other dignities aflumed by church-men, they 
thought inconfiftent with the fpiritual charafter they 
affumed, and not agreeable to the humble ftation 
of minifters . of Chrift, They affirmed that Arch* 
deacons. Deans, Chapters, and other officials be ; 
longing to cathedrals, had no authority in fcriprurc 
nor primitive inftirution; and that the exorbitant 
power of the bifliops and their chancellors. in their 
fpiritual courts, were derived from the PopiQi ca- 
non law, and not from revelation or the ftatutc 
l^W of the land. They complained of the neg- 
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left df difciplioe, and the promifcuous admiffion of 
all perfons t6 the communion of our Lord^s Sup- 
per ; they had . Mjl many objeflions to the liturgf, 
«nd the marriage and burial .offices. ,lThey dif*^ 
approved of reading the apocryphal books in the 
churchy while fome parts of canonical fcriptufc 
were .omitted j and affirmed that pluralities an4 
non-refidents were unlawful. Feftiyal days an4 
finging prayers in cathedral-churches, Virere like- 
•wife complained of as inconfifleni; with • fcripture 
worlhip, and they declared that organs were no? 
a New Teftament inftitution. The crofs in bap- 
. tifm and the form ;0f churching women, they de- 
: dared to be unfcriptural ; the ufe of god-fathers 
and god-njof hers while the parents were church 
meibbcrs, and the praftice of confirming children, 
• they looked upon as unlawful; kneeling at the 
facramcnt, bowing at the name of Jefus, the ufc 
,of the .ring in marriage, and the form of words 
. then :ufed, they believed to be finfiil. There 
was UQ difference between the church and Puritans 
in point of do<Srine, for. they nearly agreed ia 
thefc points. 

The main and the mofl: eflcntial difference bc^ 
'tween the Puritans and the friends of the hierar-^ 
chy, was concerning the rights of private judg- 
ment. . The Puritans at that time maintained, 
though afterwards ibme of them went contrary 
to their principles^ that it is the right of every 
man to judge for himfelf in all matters of reli- 
gion, and make profeflion of that religion, which 
|o hhn appears mod agreeable to revelation, as 

far 
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fer as it does not effeft. Acpcace-of thc-govcm'» 
roent he lives under, without' being determined by 
the prejudices of education, the laws of the civil 
magiftrate, or the decrees of council,, churches, 
or fyiiods/ This was kt once throwing otf all 
Lordffiip' in matters pf fajth, arid entirely; cgntra* 
ry to the plan which the Queen and Bifhpps. pur- 
fucd at this time/ Tphi^ was. indeed the oxigioal 
principle of proteftaqts, upo^ which they , founded 
their diifent from the church of Rome, -and, wkh- 
out purfuing this maxim, whatever profeffipiis mw 
make, they are of the fame principles with thofc 
of the Romaq phurch ;' For it is of fmajl confe- 
Guence whether one or a hundred men be ; lords 

•* -I. .... . . i O ■ .. . . . «... ' ! I 

or our faith ;; while we are not allowed, to 
judge for ourfelvcs, we have no iFaith which W(; 
can cali our own. TH^ [ chief men who were ac- 
counted the heads among t)ie, Puritans, wef^ G^l^-- 
man, Burton, .HalirigharaVBenfon, White, Row? 
land^ and. Hawkins> who* ^yere beneficed clergy, 
within the diocefe of London. They all had their 
particular admirers and followers, who forlbok the 
parifh churches and aiTembled with them in fuch 
places as they could. beft with fafeiy worlhlp God, 
with the habits -and ceremonies of the church. 

The proceedings of the Puritans were foon car- 
ried to court, and aggravated with many grievous 
circumftances. This gave gre^ offence ' to the 
Queen and xhe Bifhops, who were ready to per- 
fwade her that many things were worfe than what 
had been reported. 'Elizabeth upon this command- 
ed the ecclefiaftical coraraifrioners^ who were very 
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t7eU dlfpofcd for the fervice, to take cffeftukl 
mcafurcs to make the laity attend at their own 
pariih churches, upon pain of being deprived of 
their freedom as citizens, or to fuffer the punilh • 
ment (he ihould appoint. This was an uncommoa 
ftretch of prerogative, and contrary to the whole 
tenor of Magna Charta and the liberty of free ci- 
tizens; foi^ there was then no law in exillence 
for disfranchifing any itian for not coming to church. 
• The Puritans 'were not careful to obey the 
Queen's orders, arid took no manner of notice of 
hTr threateamg mcflagej they wenton with their 
private affemblies ; and on the 19th of June a- 
greed to' have a fermon on the communion, at 
Humbcr'^ hall, which they hired for that day, 
Ob pretence of celebrating a wedding* They were 
detefted arid broke up by the Sheriffs of London, 
in the time of their worfhip, and many of theni 
were taken into cuftody, and fent to the compter ; 
next day about feven or eight of them were 
brought before the Biftiop of London : fome other 
clergymen, and the Lord Mayor, . when they were 
charged with condemning the church of England, 
which was a church reformed according . to the 
word of God; one in name of the reft replied, 
that they did not condemn them, but affemblcd to 
maintain the word of God, and to ftand to the 
truth; 

The Biflbop afked them if they could make any re* 
ply to the things which were brought againft them; 
one Mr Smith anfwercd, that they thanked God 
for the reformation, and that as long as they 
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could hear the word of God preached without 
idolatrous figures about it^ they never affembled in 
private houfes ; but when matters were bro\;ght 
to that length, that their Minifters were dilplaced 
fcMT refufing the habits, and they could hear none 
of them in the church for feVen or eight weeks, 
except Father Coverdale, they began to confult 
what was proper for them do in fi;ich a fituation ; 
and remembering that there had been a congre- 
gation of proteftants in the City of London, in the 
reign of Queen Mary, and an other of Engh'lh 
exiles at Geneva, that ufed a book framed by the 
divines there, they refolved to meet privately, tod 
ufe that book ; and in conclufion, Mr Smith offered 
in the name of the refl, to yield and do penance at 
St Paul's Crofs, if the Bifhop and the G)mmiiEon« 
crs with him could reprove that book, or any 
thing they had held from the word of God. The 
Brfhop told them they could not reprove the book, 
but that was not a fufHcient reafon for their not 
going to church. To which ' Smith replied, that 
he would as foon go to mafs, as to fome churches, 
and particularly to his own parifh church, for the 
Minifter who did duty there was a very Papift. 
Others faid the fame of other parifli Priefts. The 
Biftiop then alked them, if they accufed any of 
them; upon which one of them named Mr Bedel 
who was prefent, but the Bilhop was not difpofed 
to receive the accufation. 

The Dean of Weftminftcr, who was one of the 
ccclefiaftical Q>mmiffion, charged them with dero- 
gating from the Queen's authority, of appointing 
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indifferent things in the wbrfhip of God. One df 
them replied, that it did not belong to the autho- 
rity of a Prince, nor the liberty of a chriflian 
man, to ufe and defend What pertained to Papal 
idotatry, and the Pope^s canon law. Another 
obfcr\'ed that thefe things were preferred to the 
word of God, and the ordinancfes of Chrift. The 
Biftiop alked them what it was that was preferred 
before thfefe ? Ode of them boldly replied, that 
which was lipbn the Bifliop's head, and upon his 
back : their copes^ furpliceS, and canon laws. 
Another obferrcd that both prince '^nd people 
oiight to obey the word of God. The Bifliop 
affirmed, that princjes had a right to order and 
command Ivhat was indifferent; but fome of them 
defired him to prdVe that point, and afked him where 
he found it ? But his Grace was not difpofed to 
enter into a debate, where he found his antago-^ 
nifts had the better of the argument, but in general 
alledged the judgment of the learned Biillinger, 
Mr Smith told him, that perhaps they could {hew 
Bullinger againft Bullinger^ in the affair of the 
habits, which would fet afide his authority. 

After many things were urged on both fides^ 
the iffue of the whole was, they were feiit pri- 
foners to Bridewell, where federal, both men and 
women, continued for a whole year. They were 
at length rcleafed by order of the council, with 
an admonition to befhavd better for the future. 

The violence of the High-commiflSon, 
1568. .produced a very contrary effeft from what 
was expcAed i ioflead of leficniog^ the- num- 
ber 
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bcr of the Puritans, or daunting their fpirits, 
their hardfhips cncrcafed their numbers, and pro- 
moted their zeal. They remained fteady and un- 
ihaken 'under all the fpecies of pcrfecution, which 
were iifcd to deftroy them ; and afFcftionately 
encouraged one another to ftand ftedfaftly to the 
caufe of truth, which they had efpoufed* Their 
fpirit and temper may cafily be perceived from 
the animated letters they wrote on thefe occafi- 
ons, to encourage their brethren under their af- 
fliftions : fome of thefe cpiftles may be fcen at 
large in Neal's Hiftory of the Puritans. But nei- 
ther' the ftrength of their arguments, nor the 
feverity of their fufferings, made any impreffion 
upon the temper of the Commiffioners, who ufed 
their utmoft endeavours to harrafs the Puritans, 
by preventing their religious affemblies, where 
they knew they t^ere, and by their fpies fearch- 
ing them out where they were concealed. Strift 
orders were given, that none fliould be permitted to 
preach in any pulpits of London, without licenfe 
from the Archbiftiop of Canterbury, or the Bifliop 
of London. This effeftually excluded all the con- 
fcientious Puritans from opportunities of preaching 
in any public , place of worihip ; and they werQ 
reduced to great hardfhips, in purfuing the excr- 
cife of their religion in private. 

This year many French proteftants fled into 
^gland, on account of a fevere perfecution raifed 
againft them by the French King, who broke 
thorough all his edifts, concerning the free ex* 
c/cife of religion, and perfecutcd the proteftants 
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with the utmqft fcverlty. ^The Proteftant religion 
appeared now in a dangerous fituation. .TElizaJbet^h 
was now' afflifted both in tody and "mind,.and',jthe 
Papifts in- great' expectations that the re would be 
a revolution ux their favour : . ' but the prifons 
were full of Prdtcftant Minifters, and the non- 
coriformifts fuflfered all forts of feverities. 

Th^ Bifliops about this time' piibliffied ,. the 
feible in folio/ whichi has fijace received the name 
of the Bifliops Bible, and had " a' preface prefixed 
to ' it, compofed by Archbiflipjp. Parker. It' was 
only Cranmer's tranflation amended and corrected 
by feveral learned men, whofe names are to be 
found in feveral of our Church Hifi:ories. The 
intention of this tranflation was to' fetafide that 
of Geneva^ 'which was ofienfive to the Bifhops.. 
This verfioa continued till the lafl: tranflation, ia 
the reign of James the firft of England^ was fub- 
ftituted ia its place. The reformation was now in 
great danger both at home and abroad ; the Po- 
pifli princes entered into a league with the Pope, 
to extirpate the reformed religion! out of the 
world, and their alfociation efpecially threatened 
England. The principal heads of this league 
were the Kings of Spain, France and Portugal, 
with the Duke Of Savoy, and fome other inferior 
princes. Their intention was, by force of ariiis, 
to depofe all the proteftiint Princes, and to efta- 
blifli thofe of the Catholic perfuafion in their, 
place, and to extirpate all the abettors of Luther 
or Calvin. The Pope engaged to.difchaYge his 
tliunderbpirs agaipft the Queen of. England, and 

to 
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to abfolve her fubjefts from their allegiance to 

her. In pi'ofecuting this league, they engaged to 

carry oh a war againft the Dutch Proteftants, and to 

execute every kind of rigour againft the reformed 

in France and Germany. As foon the Proteftants 

ivere mformed of this confederacy, they entered 

into a league" for their tnutual defence, and folicited 

the Queen of England to join with them. Eliza* 

bcth made a polite cxtutc to the jprbteftants, but 

at the fame time* made in terceffion by her em- 

baffadors, ' in beKalf of the French reformers. 

The Popifh confederacy was not fo eafily brokeUf 

as to be fet afide by treaties, which when the Queen 

perceived, Ihe aflifted the confederate .l^roteftants 

with men and inondy to carry on a war againft their 

own Sovereign; The Popifti princes reproached 

her for this conddft, and the doftrine of paffive 

obedience, which, prevailed in her reign, did not 

well agree with this part of her behaviour! It was 

however a neceflary piece of policy At this time, 

and upon the printiples on whi'ch, the.kingdonis 

of this world aft, was 3s allowable as many other 

parts of their* conduft to one another. The 

Popifli party' in' England were in motion thro* a]I 

parts of the kingdofn, ready to affift in any en- 

terprize, which .tnight be ferViccable' to ^the old 

religion; or might dd injury to "Elizabeth. ' The 

priefts wrought upon the fupef/irtiori,df.the vulgar, 

by publifliing prophefie^ coocefning the death of the 

Queen, and emplo'yed 'all* their; addref^ to iDflame 

the minds of the pojpulace> to 'ftir them ^up 

for rebellion; The new Popifli'lcague which was 
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fcrmed by fo many powerful Princes on the toiv* 
tincnt, gave feme probability to the vain predic- 
tions of thofe who meant, to feduce the weak 
and unwary. It did not appear improbable that 
fo many mighty monarchs, whb were all folemnly 
engaged to extirpate the rcforroatipD, might di£- 
polTefs the Queen of England of her dominions, 
alnd eflablifh popery as formerly^ there being 
fiich a powerful party in England, to co-operate 
with their deiigns. In Lancafhire fhey laid aiide 
the new liturgy, ihut up their churches, and faid 
mafs contrary to the exprefs laws of the land. The 
Queen's Commiilioners could not bring them to 
Order, and were obliged to defift with binding fome 
' of the principal ring-leaders to their good be« 
hayiour, in recognizances of one hundred marks; 
The univerfities were almofl full of Papifls, who 
behaved in fuch a tumultoous manner, that the 
Bifhop of Winchefter was obliged to fend for the 
ecclefiaftic commiffion to reduce them to order. 
Swarms of Papifts harboured in the inns of court, 
^nd in all public places, waiting for the death of 
the Queen, and the fuccef&on of. Mary Queea 
of Scotland, whom they earneilly wiihed might 
afcend the throne of England. 

This year was remarkable for rebellions 
1569. in feveral parts of the kingdom, and for 
the Pope's bull, wherein he excommuni- 
cated Elizabeth^ and abfolved all her fubje£ls from 
their allegiance. He calls the Queen an ufurper^ 
and a .va0al of iniquity, declares her an heretic^ 
and an encourager of heretics, and anathemadzes 
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all that adhere to htr. He deprives her of thr 

royal crown and dignity, aod excites all Princes 

to take up arms againft hen The Earls of 

I^orthumberland, and Weftokoreland^ broke out 

into open rebellion, and aflembled above foar 

thoufand of their friends and vaflals : iheir pre* 

tence was to reftpre popery, and deliver the Queen 

of Scots. In Durham they tore the bible and 

the book of common prayer to pieces^ and fet up 

the mafs in all places where they came. Lord 

Dacres raifed another rebellion on the borders of 

Scotland; but all of thefe conipirators were either 

executed for -their crimes, exiled or difperfed, 

without producing any thing of advantage to their 

party. .The late bull from Ronie, alarmed the 

miniftry, and put them upon their guard, but it 

was found that the Pope's bulls had loft their 

olbal effeA, and that the popiib Princes were 

jeabus of a power which might fome time or 

other zSeA themfelves, if it was not reftrained and 

kept within juft bounds : for this reafon, though 

the Bilhop of Rome had forbidden all correfpon- 

dence with Elizabeth, the Princes of the catholic 

perfiiafion continued to . correfpond with her in 

their ufual manner* 

The Engliih Roman catholics remained as yet 
quiet, except thofe which have been already men- 
tioned, though they feparated < from the church, 
' and refufed to join in. the eflabliihed form of 
religion. The Queen took occafioq from this> 
to require all juftices of the p^ce, and oehet of- 
ficers in Commiffion in all the counties of Eng- 
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land, to^Yubfcribe^n mftrument profeffing thek* 
conformity arid obedience to the aft of timformitjr 
in religion, and for due reforting to ^their parifit 
churches, io b^ar the common-prayer. This order of 
•the Q^eea- \^fe as hard' Upon the Puritan noa- 
confofftiifts, as upon the Pupifts.' Her Majeftjr 
was not careful in ' nfttfeft'! of this foi*t, to make 
proper^ diftinftlons With !regard to ■ the ; perfoiis 
whom* an order of this fort might dffeft ; for 
fhe remained ' quite indifferent concerning men^^ 
confciehces, provided {he could procure obedience 
to her arbitrary injunftioos. Her conduft 'on this 
occafioU taifed a loud dafitf out againft her ; i;t4iich 
was chiefly, promoted by the gentlemen; of the 
inns of court, agalinft whom this order was alf(> 
intended* They complained that the Queen in- 
tended ta impofe upon men's Confciences, and to 
make a han^lle of religion^ to ruin 'both their 
fouls aJid their worldly intereft. To preyerit the. 
influ(in(ie of this report^ (he puliliflieda dedara- 
tion, fetiing forth, *' That (he did riot' enquire 
** into people's fentiments, but only required con-' 
*' formity to the laws, and that all who came to 
*' the church and obferved her injunftlorisjlhould 
*' be accounted good fubjefts.'* Nothing could be 
more abfurd than this declaration; for it had all 
the appearance- of an intention to compel men to 
aft contrary to their confciences, or to profefs what 
they did not believe with their hearts, or fuffer 
the fevereft rigours of arbitrary laws. 

When the parliament affembled they paffed a law, 
which made it high treafpn, to call the Q«€en a 

heretic. 


lieretic, . fchrfouulc, .tyrant, or ufurpcr \ to publilh 
the Pope's bulls.; to. be r.c;conciled to . tjhe church , ' 

of RpHfCj or. give abfolution by virtue /of thefe 
bulls :r concealiog or not difcovering offender? a^ainft 
thi$ law, is acccpinted mifprifiou of trcafoa. The 
papifts were aow obliged by a public.. proteft^f ion, 
to acknowledge Elizabeth the lawful xuecii of 
Engtend, and to- reppunce^,tbc Popp^^ authority 
over her, .or any . of . l^er fubjefts ; aad , qn . purpofe , 
that the. Puritan^ might be xakeur ir, a, prqieftatioa 
was formed for them alio, much of the fame 
tenor. with the former. This was Altogether fu- 
perfluous^; for the poa-cojifprroifts [wjqre krue. fub- 
jefts to* tjie Queen, ^ojd \many ofrtjiel clergy 'of 
that .perfuafiQn, fervc4 Ber as chaplains jo the jarjpay 
and navy, though they wefe not.adfniited.u? pteach 
10 any. of .the churches. The policy pf tbk rpign 
was. unnatural, cruel and barbarous j fpr no .^ifluiCT 
uon was made between ^ loyal fubjc^ ap4 a t/ajtor, 
provided he did not abfplutdy adhere tp the 'arbitrary 
dilates of. the Queen and the cleV^ -in aJl thiogs. 
Her.Majcfty's pleafur^ w^s.'beld'.mpre facred.tbaa 
the la>y$ of the land, ^nd* it was as!. dapg?roy§.. tp 
tranfgrefs her defpptiG injunftions, ap to break the 
laws.,. AH' were obliged ^ot only'.to obey the 
public laws of the nation, .but to profc.fs their , 
approbation pf whgt the Queen .,th ought , fit tq 
command by ber arbitrary declaratipn.- The vio- 
lence of th'js meafur^s,..whTch were, 5t this time 
purfued, inftead ofVringing any into. the church, 
opened a breach which perhaps would never have 
been thought upon, had the miniftry ufed a little 
* ' ' more 
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more moderation. But at (bis time the miniflrj, 
clergy and parliament, were folely direfted by the 
pleafure of the (^een, and whatever fhe thought 
fit to recotamend was readily obfervcd and put 
in praftice. Prerogative was now exalted above 
law itfelf, and the <^e?n W4S }n effe^ the fole 

legiflator. 

This year the penal laws were put ia 

1570/ execution with the utmoft rigour. Many 
were cited into the fpiritual courts, and 
after a long attendance and great expence, were 
deprived ; the meAenger of the court, or accord- 
ing to the law flile the purfuivant, was paid l)y 
the mile, and the iFees were fo exorbitant, which 
the prifoners were obliged to pay before they 
were difcharged, that they Wjcre unable to pro- 
cure their liberty. The method of proceeding 
was arbitrary and vexatious j witrieffcs were fel- 
dom required to ^rove the charges which were 
brought againft. the prifoners, but ufually an oath 
was tendered to theto, to anfwer the interrogato- 
ries of the court : which if they refufed, they ex- 
amined them without it, and convifted them upon 
their own confeffioti. But if the prifoners were 
difmiffed, they were frequently ruined with the 
cxpences, and bound over to appear again, 
when the court Ihould call for them. Such as 
were honeft| ^nd confefied all the truth, were 
moft feverely punifhed upon their own confeffion^ 
jnd rendered poor and wretched all the remain- 
ing part of their days. Such proceedings were 
cxprpfsly contrary to the laws of England, and 

• the 
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the whole fco'pc of the chriftian religion' j* for rm 
man is obliged by law to be his own accufer, nor 
to anfwcr enfnaring queftions/which may tend to 
his own hurt and prejudiced ; and chriflianity re* 
quires^ that we (hould do to others as we would 
•w^ifli them to do to us in like circumftances": 
but it would be abfurd, to fuppofe, *that any 
perfons would ever dcfire others ftxould oblige 
them to do a real injury to themfclves, or even 
put it in the power of others to do it ; fuch ar- 
bitrary ftretches of prerogative argues either 
the weaknefs of adminiflration^ or the defpo- 
tic difpofiiion of the chief magiftrates. None 
except governors, who are confcious that they 
defcrve no love and regard from their fubjefts, 
will attempt to exert their prerogative above 
or beyond the laws of their country ; and it al- 
ways argues fome ill defign in the miniftry, pX 
whoever executes the laws, when they want to in- 
force fubjeftion by afls exprefsly contrary to the 
public ftatutes of their country. In times of ig- 
norance when the minds of men were (hackled 
with the fetters of fuperftition, and enfeebled 
with implicit faith in the clergy, it might be eafy 
for • princes to extend their prerogative beyond 
law, and for minifters to behave tyrannically. Every 
exertion of men's natural rights v^as conflru^led 
rebellion; and weak minds were ready to believe^ 
that it was a fin to refufe any thing which King's 
required, and priefts defired them to give : but as 
foon as knowledge began to encreafe, men began 
to pfcrceivc thiir privileges,, and to affert their 
" Vol: IL ' Q^ . own 
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rights. While mea were afraid to thick 
freely on religion, they remained fla?es in ejery' 
other refpeA ; but no fooner did they b^gin to 
judge for themfelves in matters pf faith and duty, 
than they aUb confulered their privileges as mem- 
bers of fociety, and their own confequence in the 
fcale of government. They learned the difference 
between being fubjeA to law, and being (laves to 
princes, and fuch as thcy^ pleafed to appoint to 
.tyrannize over them; they gradually learned the 
import of the pa£ia conventa in fociery, and the 
neceffity of keeping a proper balance m human 
fiSkirs. Nothing but ignorance and diiSpation can 
eoflave men ; for as long as they know their owq 
interefts, and attend to them, no afpiring indivi- 
duals will be able to rpb them of their juft rights 
and privileges. In this reign the Queen's arbi^ 
trary power was carried to a mod exorbitant 
pitch,, and minifters, by her authority, proceeded 
contrary to the very fundamental la^ys of the king* 
dom, — ^Thc doftrine of anfwering interrogatories 
upon oath, and puniihing by coiifeiHon of the 
party was now common; and. the Bifhops and the 
tht Queen's Commiilioners, w^re almofl conftantly 
employed in extorting confefllons from the non- 
confonpifls, and puniihing them in confequence of 
their honeft and free declarations. AH free dc- 
bate was now accounted criminal, and arguments 
ctfered in defence of what men believed, provided 
they did not coincide with what was the common 
creed of the Queen and the Bifhops, were con- 
ftruftcd rebellion, obftinjjcy and hercfy. A re* 
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iaarkable inftance of this wc have in tbe cafe of. 
JVf r Akton, miDiAer of Morton Corbeti in Leicef- 
teiihire, who was three times this year cited into 
the Bifhop's court, and examioedl upon thereafons 
for bis refufing the apparel, tbe cro& in baptifm, 
and kneeling at the £icrament, all which he de- 
bated with the Bifliops and their officers, in fuch a 
manner ^s they could nt^ither charge him with 
any indjxent difrefpe^l to their pcrfons, nor were 
they able to anfwer his arguments. The difpute 
vtas concerning the Queen's fupremacy in matters 
purdy religious : — Tbe calling of Bifhops :— The 
tendering of oaths ex oiffipo : — ^^conceming parfons 
and Ticars :-— the crofs in baptiixn : — kneeling at 
the facrament :— the furplice :— organs, or inllru- 
mental mufic :— whether the Queen might not 
baptize if fhe were a man, and fome other points 
which perfons, who live in this prefent age, will 
probacy believe were not of much coifequence 
to create fo much altercation, or be the occafion 
of fo many fcvere laws^ 

The difpute was at length concluded, and Axton 
deprived of his living, who was forced to feek his 
bread in another country, though the Bifhops con^- 
feifed that he was a divine of good learning, a 
ready memory, and well qualified for a pulpit 
The Puritans were now laid under great hard- 
Ihips, thruft out of the churches, and deprived 
of their livings ; the laws were more fcverely 
executed againft them, than againft the papifts, 
"and fuch as did not in due time flee their native 
country, were confined in prifons, or put to death. 

• Q^2 All 
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All thefe were done by men profcffing the protd* 
tanc reformed religion, and who agreed with the 
Puritans in the mod eflential parts of religion. 

The difputc concerning religion, fince the re- 
formation, had been chiefly confined to a few ar«- 
tides ; fuch as the furplice, the crofs in baptifm^ 
kneeling at the Lord's Supper, and fome few * 
more of fmall importance. Now a new field of 
controverfy was opened : Mr Thomas Cartwrighc^ 
B. D. Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
Lady Margaret's Profeflor, began to difpute a- 
gainfl: fome capital points, in the Englilh hierar- 
chy. He reduced them into heads, and figned 
them. They were fix in number: i. That the 
names and tunSions of Archbiihops and Archdea- 
cons, had no foundation in the New Teftament. 

2. That the offices of Biihop and Deacon, fliould 
be reduced to the primitive order, mentioned in 
the New Teftament; and that the Biflwps ought 
to teach, and the Deacons take care 6f, the poor. 

3. That the government of the church ought oot 
to be left to the care of Biihops, Chancellor, or 
the officiates of Archdeacons, but that every church 
ihould be governed by its own miniftcr and Pref- 
byters. 4. That every minifter (hould be con* 
fined to his flock or charge, f . That no man 
Ihould aflc or ftand as a candidate for the mi-, 
niftry. 6. That Bifliops ftiouW not be appointed 
by civil authority, but be cbofen by rhe people 
Thefe articles aimed a blow at the very root of 
the hierarchy, and were very ill received by th« 
Biihops. It was allcdged they were untrue, dan- 
gerous 
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gterous, and tended to the ruin of lcar6ing;and reli-^ 

gion. They were fent to Secretary Cecil, Chan- 

cellpr of the Uniyerfity, who advifed the Vice 

Chancellor to filence the author, or oblige him 

to recant* Cartwright was not fo eaiily put to 

lilence ; he was a man of great learning, popula^*- 

rity, and intrepidity. His ledures were attended 

by great crowds, and his name was famous a- 

mong the learned. He was oppbfcd by Doftof 

Whitgift, who preached againft him; whom he 

challenged to a public difputation, which he re- 

fufed, unlefs he ihould obtain a licence from the 

Qseien, Whitgift offered a private difpute ipb. 

writing, which Cartwright would not agree to, 

"Whitgift coUeAed a number of articles out of Cart- 

wilght's leAures, and fent them to the court to 

kcenfe the Queen and Chancellor againft him. 

' Thefe were called dangerous and feditious Propo- 

fitions. They contained the following things : 

That in reforming the church, all thitag^ 
fliould be reduced to the apoftolical inftitution ;— • 
that no' man fhould be admitted into the minillry^ 
except he. is capable of preaching ;— None but 
fuch a minifter of the word ought to pray pub- 
licly in the church, or adminifter the facraraent ; 
■—that popilh ordinations are not ralid;— only ca- 
nonical fcripture ought to be read in the churches; 
—the public liturgy fliouW * be fo framed, thar 
there be no private praying or reading in the 
church, bur that- all the people attend to the 
prayers of the minifter; — ^the care of burying 
the dead does not beloner to the minifterial .of- 

fice 
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fiee, more than to the refl: of the church ;^*^>-aii 
canonical fcripture deferves equal reverence ; — ^all 
the names of God are equally holy, and defenre 
equal reverence, and therefore it is unlawful ta 
bow at the name of Jefus;^t is as lawful ta 
fit at the Lord's table, as to kneel or {land;—, 
that the Lord's Supper ought not to be adpii* 
nlftred in private, nor haptifm by women or lay- 
inen ;--^the iign of the crofs in baptifm is fuper* 
ftitious; — that fponfors for children' fliould nei* 
ther be women, nor under age ;•*— m giving names 
to children, it is convenient to avoid paganifm, 
fs well as the names ^and offices of Chrifi, and 
smgels, &c.— «it is papiflical to forbid marriages 
at certain times of the year, .and to give liccn* 
ces in thofe times is intolerable ;— private mkr-^ 
riages are highly inconvenient ; — the obfervatioot 
of Lent, and fading on Fridays and Satur-* 
days, is fupcrftitious j — the obfervation of fefti-? 
vals is unlawful ; — trading, or keeping markets on 
the Lord's-day^ is unlawful ;— -in ordaining minx-* 
iters, the pronouncing thofc words, " receive tboa 
ibe Holy Ghoft," is both fupcrftitious and wicked } 
-^Kings and Bifhops fbould not be anointed* 

Whitgift meant now to do fomething to ob* 
tain preferment, and he knew the only method 
for attaining his end, was to attack the Puritans. 
The articles which he extrafted from Cart- 
wright's leftures, were all of them very ortho* 
dox, or ezceedinely innocent; but, as fome of 
them ^ were againft the inftitution of diocdfan Bi- 
ihops^ and the glory of a fine church militant 

they 
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thcj^gzr^ great offence t6 the Queen and the 
Bafliops. The frieudi of Cartwright were 
in his favour, and endeavoured to vindicate him 
irom the charges which Were brought againft him 
by Whitgift; they proved that he had delivered 
bis ]e6hu-es with great caution, and had nevef 
touched upon the habits, which were now a great 
matter of ^Mtroverfy. There were twenty-five 
refpe&ble perfons who wrote in behalf of Cart- 
wright, and afterwards came into favour and pre- 
ferment, but *the policy of the times required, that 
JMr Cartwright diould be made an example of. 
He wrote a letter to the fecretary in latin, where- 
in he offers' to vindicate his condud againft all his 
accufers; but it was determined by thofe in au- 
thority, that he (hould be difgraced ; fo none of 
his defences were taken any notice of. He was 
BvOl denied his degree of Da£br in Divinity, and 
forbidden to. read publick iefhires any more ; at 
Jaft he was deprived of his felIow(hip, and expel- 
led the Univerfity. 

Mr Cariwright was now put out of all employ- 
ment, and obliged to travel beyond fca: In his 
exile, he fettled a correfpondence with the moft 
celebrated divines in all the univeriities in Europe, 
where he was admired by the learned, and efleem - 
ed by the good and the virtuous. He was chofen 
^hiifter to the Englifh merchants at Antwerp, 
and afterwards at Middleburgh, where he conti- 
nued fbr two years, with liule or no advantage 
SQ himfelf; lie was eamefUy folicited by letters 

' to 
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to return into England/ and be complied with the 
deiire of his friends^ and remained in a ftate of 
non-conformity and perfecution. 

This year Grindal, Bifhop of London, was tranf- 
lated to York^ and Sandays, Bifhop of Worces- 
ter, was removed to London. He began his firft 
vifitation on the tenth of June, and delivered his 
charge to the clergy, in which he ftriftly charg- 
ed them : — ^To keep ftriftly to the book of com- 
mon-prayer j-^not to preach without a licence ;— 
to wear, the apparel, namely, the fquarc cap, fcho- 
lars gown and furplice;— to admit no other pa- 
riihes to their communion. 

The parliament affembled this year on 
3571. the fecond of April. Their firft ^attempt 
was to foften the rigours of the perfecuti- 
on, which bore hard upon the Puritans. The 
enmity of the bifhops, and the arbitrary injunfti- 
ons of the Queen had reduced the non-confor- 
mifts to the grcateft mifery and diftrefs. Whether 
the Puritans did not, on fome occafions, give 
grounds of offence, by fome unneceflary difputes 
gnd intemperate zeal, I ftiall not fay; but it is 
manifeft from the hiftory of thofe times, that 
they were griveoufly oppreffed, and opprcflion 
often makes wife men aft foolifiily. 

When the parliament began to- proceed to bu- 
finefs, Mr Strickland, an ancient gentleman offer- 
ed a bill, for a farther reformation in the church, 
and introduced it with a fpeech,, proving that the 
Common Prayer-boc^; with other fupcrftitious re- 
mains 


( 129 ) 

.naHis ^f popery .ia the churchy might eafily be 
altered^ .without the Icaft danger of changing re- 
iigion. " This bill . was oppoftd hy . the treafurer 
dF the QueenV houfliold, who rofe up and (aid, 
that all matters of ceremonies were to be refer- 
red to the Queen, and that it was dangerous for 
them to meddle with the royal prerogative. Mr 
Strickland's conduct gave great offence to Eliza- 
beth, for which he was caiied before the coun- 
cil, and forbidden to attend the houfe of parlia- 
ment. This* proceeding of the Queen and her 
council^ was alarming to the members of the houfe of 
cowmons; and occafioned many warm fpeeches, which 
made the Queen give orders immediately to reftore 
him. This was canying the prerogative to its ut- 
moft extent, and in effeft, was deftroying the free- 
dom of parliaments. Mr Strickland proceeded fur- 
ther, and movedy ' that a confeffiod of faith ihoiild 
be pubiifhid and confirmed by parliament, as in 
other proteftant countries; and that a committee 
might .bd appointfed to confer with the Bofliops 
on this head. They drew up certain articles, ac- 
cording to thofe which pafied in the convocation 
one thoufand fivfe hundred and liKty-two, but left 
out others. The Archbifliop alked theni, why they 
left out the article concerning the hothilies, and 
the confecration of Bifhops, atid fome others re- 
lating to hierarchy. Mr Weatworth replied, that 
they had done fb, becaufe they had nbt yet examined 
how far they were confiftent with the word of God, 
having confi6ed themfelves chiefly to doftrinc : 
the Archbifhop replied, yott will certainly refer ^ 

Yol. n, R your- 
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yourfelyes wholly in things of this nature to us, 
the Biftiops i To which Mr Wentworth warmly 
replied : No, by the faith I bear to God, we 
will pafs nothing before we underfland what it is, 
for that were to make you Popes: makeyba 
Popes who lift, we will make you none. So 
the articles with regard to difcipline, were waved, 
and an ad was pafled, confirming all the do£lri- 
nal articles agreed upon^ , in the iynod of one 
thoufand five hundred and fixty^two. 

This aft is intitled, an a£l for the reforma- 
tion of diford^rs in the minifters of the church ; 
and enjoins all that have any eccleimftical livings, 
to declare their afient before, the Bifhop of the 
diocefe, to all. the articles of religion, which only 
concern the true faith, and the do^ines of the 
facraments, comprifed in the book in^printed and 
intitled. Articles : whereupon it . was agreed • by the 
Archbifhops and Bifhops> &c. and the whole cler*^ 
gy, in the coavpcation of one thoufand - five hun- 
dred and fixty-two, for avoiding diverfity of opi- 
nions, and, for th$ eftablifhing confent;, touching 
true religion, and to fubfcribe them, which were 
to be teftified by the Biihpp of the diocefe, un- 
der his feal ; which, teflimonial, he was to read 
publickly With the faid articles, as the confef- 
fion of his faith, in his church on a Sunday, in 
the time of divine ^fervice, or clfe to be depri- 
ved. If any clergyman maintained any doflrine,, 
repugnant to the faid articles, the Bifliop might 
deprive him. None were to be admitted to any 
benefice with the cure, except he was a Deacon, of 

the 
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the age of twenty -three years, and would fubfcribc 
and declare his unfeigned affent to the articles a- 
bove-mentioned. Nor might any adminifter the 
fjicraments, under twenty-four years of age. 

This law, tho' it was difagreeable to the Bi- 
ftiops, was at the fame' time no ways friendly to 
chriftian liberty; for no minifter could enjoy a 
living in the church, except he would conform 
to this law : and there is no great diflference, 
whether the parliament or convocation be lords 
over the faith of chriftians. The principles of 
the chriftian religion teach us,, that every chrif- 
tian has a right to enquire into the evidence of 
all truths oflFered to his affent ; atid that no 
man ought to fuffer lofs, on account of what he 
believes on proper conviftion. It is therefore 
highly abfurd for any human legiflature, to pre- 
tend to direft the judgments and rule the con- 
fciencies of fuch as have a right to judge for 

themfelveSt 

There was a claufe in this aft of parliament, 
which allowed ordination by presbyters without a 
Bifhop, which was afterwards difallowed by the 
Biftiops in this reign; The Englifli Biftiops and 
clergy, confidered it a neceffary part of their 
church policy, to reordain all thofe miniftdrs who 
had not been ordained by a Biihop. Such as had 
been ordained in foreign churches, when they 
returned home, were obliged to fubmit to reor- 
dination, or be refufed the privilege of preaching 
as a paflor in the churdi of England. To con-- 

firm this praftife, a ftatute was made, which en- 

R 2 . afted 
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afled that every perfon under the degree of a 
Bifliop, that doth or fliall pretend to be a prieft 
or minifter of God's word and facramepts, . by 
reafon of any other form of inftitution, confepra- 
tion, or ordering, than the form fet forth U? 
parliament^ in the time of the late King Edward 
the fixth, or now ufed in the reign of our mpft 
fovereign I^dy, Queen EJizabefh^ ftiall before 
Chriftmas next declare hjs aiTent, anjl fubfcribp 
the articles aforefaid. The meaning of which 
claufe, fays Mr Stripe, is undoubtedly to compre^ 
hend papifts, and likewife, fuch as receive their 
orders m fome of the foreign reformed churches, 
when they were in exile under Queen Mary. 

Several hiftorians have with great warmnefs 
difputed the meaning of the claufe in this slQ, vihi^h 
refpefts church government j fpme affirmingi th^c 
it was contained in the articles of one thoufand 
five hundred . and ftsfy-two ; others affcrting, that 
it was not : the pne party affirming that it 
is not infcrted in that qopy, which was found 
amongft Archbifhop Parker's papers, in Rennet 
Gollege library; the pther alleging rf^at that 
copy was i;ot a true one of tbefe articles, and for 
that reafon, concludes, that it bears no Weightin the 
argument. But whdveyer h^s been alledged on both 
fides, it is highly probable, that if Archbifhop Parker, 
load had the leaft reafpq to have infcrted it, it would 
not have been wanting in his copy. It is in- 
deed alledged, that this difputed claufe is to be 
found in three different editions of the articles, 
before one thoufand five hundred and fcvcntv-onc ; 

but 
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bfjkt as the greatefl: part of hiftoriaos ofef 6r faw 
any of tl^efe printed copies, there is reafon to 
conclude that they never exifted* 

The friends of f^perftition^ aad the loyers of 
rites and cer^onies in religioiis wprfhip, plead 
refolutely for this cotitefted claufe; but it is of 
fmall moment to chriilianity, whethei: eyer it bad 
been in the artides or not. The dpfirinal arti- 
cles of the churchy haye been rcfJconed by many 
wife men burdenfome enoiigh^ as it is nest to ^n iin- 
pdfibility for any number *^ of fallible men, to 
frame thirty-nine article^ in any human words, 
that th? clergy of any one church can agree to :' 
and there was no ocpafion for a load of rites and 
ceremonies to add tp the burden. The chief in- 
tention of articles of religion, was to guard 
againft diverfity of opinions ; but unlefs they were 
fo calculated as to fuit the capacity of every in- 
dividual, it is fmpoifible that ever they can anfwer 
that end : they were never commanded by God 
under the New Teftamcnt, nor is there any pro- 
mife in revelation to iectire their influence upon 
the human heart. Thoft who have agreed in 
eflabliihing human articles, have differed as much' 
among th^felyes in prafticc, as thofe who have 
denii^ their utility; which is not only an argu- 
n»ent of their infufl6iciency> but a reafon why 
they ought to be laid afidft . 

Altho' the cpmmpns were forKdden to inter- 
fere with matters concerning church difcipline, they 
yet proceeded tp addrefs the Queen concerning 
fhe want of it. In this addref^ they affirm, '^ that 

« for 
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^' for lack of true difcipline in the church, great 
'' numbers are admitted minifters, that are infa^ 
'^ mous in their lives and • cotiverfations ; and a-» 
^*. mong th'ofe that are of abiKty, their gifts ia 
^^ many places are ufelefs by reafon of pluralities 
^^ and Bon-refidency, whereby iiifinite numbers of 
^^ your Majefty's fubjefts are like to periflb for 
^^ lack of knowledge. By means .of this, together 
*^ with the common blafpheming of the Lord's 
'^ Name, the moft wicked licentioufnefs of life, 
^^ the abufe of excommunication, the communica* 
*' tion of penance, the great numbers of atheifts, 
^^ fchifmatics, daily fpring up, and the increafeof 
^^ papifts, the protdR:ant religion is in imminent 
^' danger; wherefore in regard firft and princi- 
'^ pally to the glory of God, and next in dif- 
^' charge of our . bounden duty to your Majefty ; 
^^ beiides being moved with pity towards fq many 
^^ thoufands of your Majcfty'§ fiibjcfts, daily in 
'^ danger of being loft for w^nt of, the food of 
^' the . word, and true difcipline, we the com- 
^^ mons jn this prefent ..parliament aflembled, are 
^^ humbly bold to opon the griefs, and to feek 
^ the falving of the fores df our covmtry, and to 
^ bcfeech your Majefty, feeing the fame is of 
" fo great importsmce, if the parliament at this 
'^ time may not he fp long continued, as that by 
'^ good and godly laws, provifion may be made 
'f for fupply and reformation of thefc great and 
'^ grievous wants and abufes that, yet by iuch 
^^ other means, as to your Majefty's wifdom (hall 
♦' feem meet, a pcrfeft redrefs of the ftme m?y 
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*' be had.; by which the number of your Ma- 
** jelly's • faithful fubjefts will be mcreafcd; popery 
<* will be deftroycd, the glory 'of God will be 
** promoted^ and your Majefty^s renown will be 
". recommended to all poftcrity^" : 

This year the convocation of the clergy of the 
province of Canterbury aflembled at St Paul's, 
London^ on the third day of April. When the 
Archbifhop landed at Blackrfriaris, he took hprfe, 
and rode tof the church with a cavalcade of doftors, 
advocates, and civilians. The Bi(hop of London 
met him in the way, and the Dean and Preben- 
daries cloathed in their furptices and habits, met 
him at' the fouth door of the church. After the 
litany, and hymn of veni creator, were fung, Dr 
Whitgift preached a latin fermonao the affcmbly, 
taking for his . text ASs xv. 6. 'the apoftles 
and elders came together, for, to confider of 
this matter, . This Dfiftpr, who bad his eye upon 
preferment, harangued with grqat warmnefs on 
the inftitution' of fyno4s> the enemies . of the 
churchy .Puritans and P^pifts, of the garments anii 
ornaments ufed in the church, and of feyeral other 
things which" ought to be reformed in the prefent 
fynod. After the fermon was ended, the Arch- 
bUhop and Biihops repaired unto . the Chapter- 
houfe, and after i performing the ufual ^u;Gnefs, the 
moft reverend Axchbiihop called for the inferior 
clergy, and. defired them to choofe a prolocutor. 
The next feffions was held on the feventh of 
the fame month, when the Arcbbiihop in perfoa 
£ud prayers in latin, and read the coUeds. 

Then 
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Then Goodwin, Dean of Canterbury, and Good- 
nian. Dean of Weftminfler, prefented Dr Aimer, 
Archdeacon of Lincoln, for prolocutor, who was 
received and confirmed by the Archbiihop, Xfho 
commanded all the company of the lower honfe, 
vthd had not fubfcribed the articles^ to fubfcribe 
than. 

The next, feilion was held in St Mary's chapef, 
in Weitminfler Abbey, where (after Mr Latimer^ 
Archdeacon, and Mr Fkrkyns, Subdean of 
Weftminfter, had made the ufual proteftaticm ia 
behalf of the church and the. rights of the clergy) 
the Archbiihbp began the feilion with die prayers^ 
which he read himieif. The principal bufinefs 
Which was done this fd&on, was the grant of a 
iubfidy to the Queen, which pafTed nemine contra* 
dicente^ At this convocation a book of canons 
was compofed and agreed to, by the Archbiihop 
. dnd Biihops for difcipline ; .it was entituled, liber 
quorundam cananum (S/ciflitia ecckJU jSnglicawep 
a book containing fome canons of the difcipline of * 
the church of ^gland. Thefe canons were in- 
tended to regulate the duties of the Bifhops, 
Deans^ Archdeacons, Qiancellors, Gommii&rieSy 
Officers, Church«wardens, the relidence of preach- 
ers, plurality of li^ngs, and the conduft of fchool- 
fnafters ; to which is added, a form of excom- 
munication to be denounced againfl: adulterers in 
the congregation, and might be ufed againft any 
other notorious finner. 

* This book of difcipline was printed this year, 
by one John Day^ and according to Stripe is 
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Otceot in Bifliop Sparrow^s colleaions, Thefc 
canons perhaps might te good enough in them- 
felvcs, but rcceired no advantage from many of 
the charaflers who compofed them. 

It is faid that the Archbifhop, and the Bifliops 
of Ely and Wiiiton, had the principal hand in form- 
ing this book -of canons, but all the Bifhops of 
both provinces figned It, either in their own per- 
fons or by^ proxy ; but the members of the 
lower houfc did not fubfcribe it. The Archbiftiop 
endeavoured to obtain the Queen's permiifion for 
it, but was refufed; y^t his lordfliip thanked the 
Aimighty* for this book of articles and difcipline, 
iho' he doubted whether it had the force of a 
law, unlefs it had been Concluded upon in the 
fyaod, and ratified by royal aflenr. Parker was 
afraid of coming under a premunire ; for as thefe 
articles, contained in that book, were neither pro- 
poied by ijve , Queen, nor ratified by h^r autho- 
rity, the whole clergy were liable to that writ 
If they (hould attempt to eftaMifli them. * This 
fliews the abfurdity of all <:lerk:al jurifdiSion iri 
the church of England, independent upon the 
authority of* the fuprcme magiftrate : -for the 
whole clergy affembled in convocation, without 
the advice and confent of the chief magiftrate, 
can perform no a£ls of jurifdiftion, wliich are 
binding upon the'fubjeSs. 
' The Reverend Mr Gilbert Alcock prefented a 
petition to thfc convocation in behalf of the de- 
prived minifters, praying their intereft wich the 
Queen, for -a redrefs of grievance's : He- faid if 
Vol. 11. S a 
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a godly minifter but omit tlie leaft ceremony^ 
for coufciencc iake, he is immediately indiftcd, 
caft into prifon, and his goods wafted and deftroy- 
cd ; he is kept from his wife and children, and 
at laft excommunicated. We therefore befeech 
your fatherhoods to pity our cafe, and take from 
us thefe ftumbling blocks. But the convocation 
were of another temper, than to take the leaft 
notice of fuch reafonable complaints;, for inftead 
of removing their burdens, they encreafed them. 
The Biftiops called in all their licences for preach- 
ing, and gave out new ones to fuch as were 
qualified for ferving their purpofes ; the chief of 
thofe qualifications were to fubfcribe the articles, 
the book of common prayer, and the order for 
confecration of Archbiftiops, Bifliops, Priefts, and 
Deacons, and their containing nothing contrary to the 
word of God. They declare that all fuch preachers 
as do not fubfcribe, or who difturb people's minds 
with contrary doftrine, ihall be excommunicated. 

The complaints of the minifters under thefe 
faardihips, reached the ears of the eleAor Palatine 
of the Rhine, who was pleafed to order the 
learned Zanchy, profeffor of divinity, in the uni- 
veriity of Heidelburgh, to. write to the Queen 
of England in their behalf, befeeching her Ma* 
jefty . not to infift upon fubfcriptions, or upon 
wearing the habits, which gave fuch offence to 
great numbers of the clergy, and was like to 
make a fchifm in the church. The letter was 
inclofcd to Bifliop Grindal, but when he had read 
it he would not io much as deliver it to the 

Queen, 
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Queen, for feat of difobliging her Majefty, whofe 
refolution was to put an end to all diftinftions in 
the church, by prdffing the aft of uniformity. 
Inftead therefore of cafing the Puritans, they en- 
deavoured to wreath the yoke of flavery faftcr 
about their necks : orders were fent to all church- 
wardens, not to fuffer any to read, pray, preach, 
or minifler the facraments in any churches, cha- 
pels, or private places, without a new Hceqcc 
from the Queen, or the Archbifliop, or Bifliop of 
the diocefe. This laid the non-conformifts under 
the neceffity of affembling in private, or of lay- 
ing their miniftry afide. 

Tho' all the Biftiops were obliged' to conform 
to the meafures of the court, yet fome of them 
were fo fenilble of the want of dicipline, and of 
preaching the word, that they allowed their clergy 
to enter into aflbciations for the promoting of 
both. The following regulations for worihiping . 
difcipline were agreed upon by. the miniftcrs of 
Northampton, the mayor of the town, and the 
juftices of the county, with the approbation of 
Dr Scrambler their Bifliop. i. That finging and 
playing of organs in the choir, (hall be put down, 
and common prayer read in the body of the 
church, with a pfalm before and after fermon. 
2. That every Tuefday and Thurfday, there fliall 
be a le£hire from nine to ten in the morning, in 
the chief church of the ibwn, beginning with the 
confeffion in the book of common prayer, and end- 
ing with prayer and a confeffion of faith. 3. Every 
Sunday and holiday there fhall be a fermon after 
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morniflg prayer, with a pfalm before and afxin 4. 
Service flaall be ended in every parilh church, by 
nine in the morning every Sunday ancj holidsy, 
to the end that people may rcfort ^ to ihc fermoa 
in the chief church, except they have a iermon 
in their own. c None fhall wall^ abroad, or fit 
idly in the ftrcets in tinae of divine fervice. 6. 
The youth flaall, every Sunday evening, be examin- 
ed in a portion of Calvin's Catechifm, whiv:h the 
reader (hall expound for an hour, 7. Therti 
fliall be a general communion once a quarter, ia 
every pariih church, with a fermon. 8. A fort- 
night before each communion, the minifter, with 
the cburch^^^ardens, &aU go from houfe to houfe, 
to tike the names of the communicants, and ckt 
amine into their lives ; and the party that is not 
in charity with his neighbour, ftiaH be put from 
the communion. 9. After the communion, the 
minifter fliaH vifit every houfe, to underftand who 
have not received the communion and why. lo* 
Every communion-day each parifli fhall have two 
i»maiunions, one beginning at five in the morn- 
ing, with a fermon of an hour, and ending at 
eight, fiw: fervants ; the other from nine to twelve 
for matters and dames, i r. The manner of the 
pommunion fliall be according to the order of the 
Queen's book, faving that the people being in their 
confefiion upon their knees, (hall rife up from their 
pews, and fo pafs to the communion table, where 
they fliail receive the facrament in companies, and 
then return to their pews, the minifler reading 
in the pulpit. 12, The communion table fhall flan4 
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in the body of fhc churchy aocording to tbe book> 

at the upper end of the middle ifle^ having three 

minifter^^ one in the middle to ddiver tbe bread, 

the other two at each end for the cup, the mi» 

uiftere often calling upon the people to remember 

the poor. The comwanion to end with a pfalm. 

13, Elxcef&ve ringing of bclfe on the Lord^s day 

is prdhtbited; and carrying the bell before any 

corpfe in the ftreets, and bidding prayers for Ae 

dead, which was ufed till within thefc two years, 

is reftrained. 

This was an affociation fet up fep^mte from, 
the Queen's injunflions, and the canons of the 
church; and was what the Puritans wer6 
contending for : if the Queen and the Bifhops 
would have granted this, they would have con«* 
tinued , in the church. There were other endear 
vours for difcipline, which the clergy, with the 
leave of the Bifhqp, attempted. They fet up re- 
ligious exercifes among themfclves, for interpret^' 
ing fome texts of fcripture, which they fpoke npoa 
alternately, one after another :-^this was called 
prophefying from the apoftofical dire^on, <^ye 
may all prophefy one by one, that all may leara 
and all be comforted/' They alfb conferred 
among themfelves, teaching found doftHnfe and t 
good conyerfation. The rules which they laid 
down, were the following: i. That every mi- 
nifter, at his firft allowance to be of this exer^ 
?:ife, Ihall, by fubfcription, declare his confent in. 
Chrifli's true religion with his brethreii, and fubmfc 

' to the difcipline and order of the hvofi. a. The 

names 
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namdB of all the members fhall be \¥iitteii in a 
table; three of whom (hall be concerned at each 
exercife; the firft beginning and ending with 
prayer, (hall explain his text, and confute foolifh 
interpretations, and then make a pradical reflections 
but not dilate to a common place. 3. Thofe that 
fp^ after, may add any thing they thinjc the other 
has omitted, tending to explain the te^t ; but may 
not repeat what has been faid, nor oppofe their 
predeceflbr, unlefs he has fpoken contrary to the 
fcriptures. 4. The exercife to continue from nine 
to eleven ; the firft fpeaker to end in three quar- 
ters of an hour, the fecond and third not to 
exceed each one quarter of an hour ; one of 
the moderators always to t:oncIude. 5. After the 
exercife is over, and, the auditors difmifled, the 
prefident fhall call the learned brethren to him, 
to give his judgment of the performances, when.. 
it fhall be lawful ^r any of the brethren to pro- 
pofe their objeAions agamil it in writing, which 
ihall be anfwered before the next exercife. 6. If 
any break orders, the prefident fhall command him, 
in the name of the eternal God, to be filent; 
and after the exercife he fhall be reprimanded. 
7. When the exercife is finifhed, the next fpeaker 
ihall be appointed, and his text given him. 

The confeflion of faith, which the members of 
thefe prophefyings figued at their admiffioo, wa$ 
to the following purpofe. 

That th^y believed the word of God, con- 
tained in the Old and New Teftament, to be a 
perfe£i rule of faith and manners; that it ought 

to 
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to be read and known by all people, and that 
the authority of it exceieds all authority ; not of 
the Pope only, but of the church alfo, and of 
councils, fathers, men, and angels. ^ 

They condemn as a tyrannous yoke, whatfoever 
mea have (et up of their own invention, to make 
articles of faith, and binding men's confciences by 
their laws and inftitutes.: in fum, all thofe man- 
ners and fafhions of fenring God, which men have 
brought in without the authority of the word 
for the warrant thereof, though recommended 
by cuftom, by unwritten traditions, or any other 
names whatfoever; of which fort are, the Pope's 
fupremacy, purgatory, tranfubftantiation, man's 
merits, free will, juftification by works, praying 
in an unknown tongue, diftinftions of meats, ap- 
parel, and days, and briefly all the ceremonies, 
and whole order of papiftry, which they call th^ 
hierarchy; which are a devilifh confuflion, efta- 
Wiflx'd as it were in. fpight of God, and to the 
reproach of religion. 

And we content ourfelves (fay they) with the fim- 
pVicity of this pure word of God, and doftrinc there- 
of ; a fummary of which is in the Apoftles creed ; 
refolving to try and e>camine, and alfo to^ judge all 
other doftrines whatfoever by' this pure word, as 
by a certain rule and perfeft touchftone. And to 
this word of God we humbly fubmit ourfelvc^ 
and all our doings willingly, and ready^ to be 
y^igtd, reformed, or further inftrufied thereby, 
in all points of religion. 

Thcfc cxercifes were in general pr<^table and 

ufeful 
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fkieful to this dergy^ and ftirired iip an emuiation 
in cbent for the (lady of the fcriptures, and ren^ 
dered them more capable of teadiiag thetr people* 
Men of loofe principles^: cenfnred this praAice^ 
and looked upon it as ridicnlous; yet thofe mi^ 
iiifters pai&d tmcenfured by the ecdefiaftieal com- 
milEoners^ who had a fpeda) order from the 
Queen to enquire into all norehies : but ^en • her 
M*jefty was informed that tiiey were nurferies of 
Purifanifiii; and tended to promote alterations in 
the government of the church, flie quickly fup- 
preifedthem, as will be feen in its proper place* 
Jcwe!> Bilhop of Salisbury, author of the apo- 
logy for the church of: England, died this year j 
jHe was . bom in '. Devonihire, and educated in 
Cbrift Church College, Oxon ; he was a zealous 
promoter of the reformation, in the reign of King 
Edward;/ but he wanted fortitude to fuffer for 
religion, and complied with fome things againft 
his colifcience in the re<gn o( Quefen Mary; for 
which he asked pardon of God and his Church> 
among the cfxiles in' Germany* He was a learned 
man, and a calvifiift in his principles, but was for 
paffiv^ obedience to legal powers, in all things of an 
Indifferent liature ; this led hhn to comply with many 
things he did not approve* in his heart, andfhewj 
that he was but a weak temporizing man. It is 
with him as it is with many others^ his friends 
and enemies have perhaps feid too much concern- 
ing hina ; for the fpirit of party feldom keeps 
within bounds, in extolling or depreciating re- 
markable' paijizans. .It feldom happens ihac any 
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iiian is. fo.^ood as his friends ceprefcnt liim^ e|f 
fo bad as his enemies tg\^rc his' character. Tt'heria 
is fome difficulty of keeping due bounds in pane<« 
gyric^ and it is as fcl^ofn dini in drawing the 
c'harailer o^ ani ^dvtitity. ' : ' 

Mr . David '\Vhiitehead)aief this y^.:\ht. had 
oeea chaplain lo AnQ/.,BiiIlen» ^nd vtds one of 
the four divines which Were nbiiiinited by Cran^ 
mer to Irilh Bifikoprics. tit refufed prefermciit 
ff-oni principle, and^'Cnt his diiys privafely, preach- 
ing occafiohally \frhcrfe he foiind opporrtinity. Par* 
ker this year, teas feufy in perfccutipg the nori- 
conformids^p and cbofb for his affiftan^e^ the fii« 
fii(^s of WincKefter add Ely^ that he liiight the 
tetter cover his dcfig^s; and throw part 6£ the 
fcandal upon them : . Grindal refufed, to join witti 
hina, arid Being at Ydrk, Wifely founfla pref fcnce 
to decline having zHy ffwrp in thpfe proceedings i 
Parker accufed hiiti with timoroiffnefs. arid al- 
ledged, that he tiras aitjaid of a frrcmunire ; bu^ 
this did not mote GfJndal, \vho' Ivas bent agafnft 
fuch cruel ^d barbarous <!pnduA. In the i6oritIl 
of June; flie Arcfibiftibp deprived levef^l - of th6 
Fixritan miuiftefs of theiif KvJngs, sfnd pr6cfecded 
with rfgour towards all who wotild riot ^xHifornii 
to tlie teftrtients and robfes, which hUd been prae- 
tifed in time* of popc/y, which he was rioW fut* 
iy bent upbti eftabliffiirig: tliisl occaBoried instnf 
to fbrfake their flocks, and retire into dirers pla- 
tes whei-e they niight rcfidc -in feffcty, and en* 
joy. the. free liberty of confcienee, without mol^fti- 
tion. Meffrs Goodman, Lever, Sampfon, Walker, 
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^yfeurnV Goff, Perclval^ X)cerm^^ Field, -Brovrti^ 
Jfohnfpn, and feycral others were dejprived kt this 
timc.\ BrownWis.the'firft author of thofe who 
are called Brovi^nius, and. from them thofe dif- 
fciitersr eaUedJndependeuts took their firft rife in 
^gland. Beza wrote to the Bifliops in favour of the 
;r^'. Puri^ns,. and advifed them not toBenave Cs^ 
i57f2. craellyi he defired ^the trord Treafiirer^ to 
endeavour a more perfeft reformation,. ** Fori'' 
Ays he, '^ I will not dillemble th^t not a few com- 
'* plains of divers things wanting in th? church; 
/'and when I fay not a few, 1 do not 'meaii . thatr 
/^ worfe ibrt whom nothing ipleafes but what, is per- 
:^* feft, and ahfolute in all reipcfts; but I under- 
/' ft^n^ godly raen^. learned xneti, and fomje*. that 
^^ are beft aflfeflied to^ God's jehurch, and ' lovers of 
^* their nation. I look upon , the reformation of dif- 
5' cipliiie, .as of great importance to the peace- and 
/'welfare of the nation, and the ffrengthening.'of 
f * ttje reformation ; ' and thereApre, there is ^nothing 
f 'the Queen's Majefty and hqr council Ihould fooher 
^' think of than this, .hpwever great and/dimcult 
/' the work might be, cfpecially fince the Eiigliih 
5' jagtion affords fo tn^ny divines of prudence, leam-^ 
•*^ v^%9 ^nd ju4gnient in. thefe affairs : if they, tpge- 
•*' ther ;wii;h; the Kfliops, . to whom indeed efpeci- 
^* ally, but not alone, this care belo^igs, would 4c- 
." liberate hereupon, I. doubt not but fuch things 
i< would follow, whence other nations would take ex- 

i^ ample." 

. Thus far did Beza intereft himfclf in behalf of 

his periecuted brethren in England. The Parlia- 
ment 
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ment aflembled on the eighth of May, and the Lord 

Keeper opened it "with a fpeech, in whi<jh-he recoij*^^ 

mended to both houfes/ in the -Queen's' name,' TcP 

fee that the laws relatTng^ to the difdjiline and cerei^ 

monies of the chiirch were f^if^ia-dtoe'execlitioft^iri 

and that if any further la^s wel-e-'^anlkig, itIiajiJ 

ftiould confider bf them, and fa (fays bis LordfliipjF 

gladius gladiumfw^abk^ the.civilfword*wiII fupport 

thc-ccclefiaftical, as bjeforeh time has been ufed.^ Buf 

the pariiamfent ftdJ^ the ill ufe th^ ' Queen ' and' 

Bifliops made of their' fpiritual power, kiftead of iha-' 

king hew laws to enforce th6 cciretnCHaies, ordered* 

two bills to be brought in to regulate thdm ; in one 

of whichj. Ae Mrdfiiibs that th« Puritans com- 

plained of were redreffed.' The bill' pafl fmoothly 

through 'the commons, and was *^ referred to a 

feleft committee of both ftoufes," which alarmed 

the Bifliops, and ga?e the Queen fuch offence,' 

that two days after, ike fdic to^cguaint the 

<^ommons by thdr fpeaker, ^that it ^as her plea- 

fure, that no bills concerning religion fliould hence-- 

forth be* receifed, unlefs the fame -fliould be firfl 

confidered of and approvtd by the Bifliops or Clergy 

in- convocation ; and further, her Majefty command-* 

ed them to deliver tip the bills lafl: read in thcf 

houfe, touching rites and ceremonies. ' This -was 

a high ftrain of the prerogative,- and"^ a blow * at 

the very root ofthefi-eedbrfa of parlistoeqt. 'But 

the commons fenf her Majefty^ the ^brfls,' with* a 

a fervile requcft; that flie ••would riot' coiicciVe.^a 

tM opinion ^of the -hoiife, -•# ftie-flibufd ribt Wee 

them. Her Majefty fentthtra Word,' witfeiii^'i 
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day ' or mp, th^ ihe utterly diliiked the bills^ 
Qiod never returned thexp. This awakeped ^ brave 
Ipirit ojf liberty among fpme of ^he members • 
many Ueg. fpeecl^^s ^ere ix^c upQn this pccafion, 
and among gthen. Sir P^tcr WeQtwqrth ftood 
Ijip aod faid, ^\ That it gricveil bim to fee hov 
v* many ways the Hbl^Tfy of free fpce^h in parlia- 
^ ment bad been infringed, Twp thjogs," fays he 
^f dp great hurt among ps, que i$ a ruinour that 
f r^n ^bont the boufe, whep the \>\\\ aibout the 
^ rites pf (be church v^as depending » t;ike hee4 
ff vcrhat you do, the Queeo liketh pot fpch a mat* 
f^ ter, ihp will be p^ended vnth them that profer 
^f c^ute lU The ptl^er. ^h that fometimes a n^elTage 
^^ was brought tq xhthqcSt, either commanding or 
^' inhibiting our proceedings.". He added, ^* that it was 
^' 4angerovis always to fol^w 9 Prince's mind, be«. 
^f caufe jhc Prjiijce might favour a caufc prejudi- 
^^ cial to the hqnour of God, an/i the good of the 
*^ flate. ^er ^ajefty has forbid us tp' deal in any 
^f njattpr qf religion, unlefs we firil: rcceJYe it from 
^' the Bi/hop$. This w^s a doleful ipe^age ; there 
^^ is then Tutle hope of refqripatioq. I have hear4 
f' fjroip pl4 Parliaipen; men, that the bapifbmem of 
f.^tbe Pope, and the refprfning tme religion, ha4 
f5 its begipning frpm this ^oufe, but pot frpm the 
i* Bifliops : few law$ fo^ reljgion had their foundation 
^from tl^em; ai^ I furely (hink (before God I 
^ (peak it) that the Pjihqps were the caufe of that 
f< dolcfuj mcflage/' But % tljis fpeeqb, Sir Peter 
|pa$ fent to the tower, 
in the siean time, the late aft of the thirteenth 
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(f{ Elizabeth, , £or fubfcribing the artides, was pat ivf 
execution all over England^ together with ths 
Queen's iojuiiflions ; abd gccotiding to Mr Strype's 
computation, about one . hundred clergvmea wero 
deprilre4 this yc^r fop refilling to fubfcribe. The 
Uaivcrfity of Cambridge was a ncft of Puritans ; 
many of the graduated were difafie£led to the 
difcipline of the phurch, as particularly Mr Brown* 
mg, Mr Brown of Trinity College, Mr Millain 
of Chrift's, Mr Charke of Peter-houfe, Mr Deer- 
ing of Chrift's College, and feveral in St John's 
College, who being men of learning^, had great 
numbers of followers; but Dr Whitgift, the Vice 
Chancellor, watched them narrowly, and kept 
them under. The Reverend Mr Charke in one 
pf his fermocs, at St Mary's, had faid, that there 
pught to be a parity among the minifters in the 
churchy and that the hierarchical orders of Arch* 
bifliops. Patriarchs, Metropolitans, &c. was intro- 
fduced into the church by Satan; for which he 
Was fummoned before the Vice Chancellor and 
heads of colleges, ^nd refufing to recant. Was 
expelled the univerfity. Charke writ a handfomc 
latin apology to Lord Burleigh their prcfent Chan- 
cellor ; in which he confeffcs it was his opinion, 
that the church of England might be brought 
pearer to the apoftoljc charafter or Hkcnefs ; but 
that this mud not be fajd either in the pulpit or 
delk, under the feverefl penalties: the Chancel- 
lor knowing him to be a good fcholar^ and in 
confideration that he had been hardly dealt with, in- 
tcrcceded for him, but to no purpofe* Mr Brown- 
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mg, Mr peering and others met with the Wu^ 
ufage J Peering was a man of good learning, and 
made a chief .figure in the univerfity ; he was 
alfo at St Paul's, London, and a molt popular 
preacher; but being an enemy to the fuperior or- 
d(?r of Bifliops, he fell into the hands of the com- 
ixuffioners and was filenced. The Puritans find- 
ing it m vain < to hope for a reformation from 
the Queen or fiiflxops, refolved for the future 
to apply to parliament^ and (land by the confli* 
tution ; for this purpofe they made intereft anwng 
the members, and compiled a treatife, fetting forth 
their chief grievances in one view ; it was drawn up 
by the Rev. Mr Field, Minifter of Aldermary^ 
London, affifted by Mr Welcox, and was revired 
by fcveral of the brethren : it was intitled. An ad- 

. monition to the parliament ; with - Beza^s letter to 
the Earl of Leicefter, and Gualter's to Bifhop 
Parkhurft, for reformation of the church difcipline, 
annexed.. It contains the platform of a church, 
the manner of elefting minifters, their feveral 
du(ies, and their equality in government. It then 
expofes the corruptions of the hierarchy, and the 
proceedings of the Biflipps, with fomc feverity of 
language.. . When Mr Pearfon, the Archbiihop*s 

(Chaplain,, taxed the; authors with this in prifon, 
Mr Field replied, t^is concerns me: the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teftaraent ufe fuch 
vehemency ; we have ufed gentle words too long, 
which have done no good ; the wound grows 

. defperate and wants a corrofive ; 'tis no time to 
blanch or few new pillars under men's elbows, but 

God 
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God knoweth we meant to touch iio man's pcrforfy 

but their places and abufes.' The- admonition 

concludes with, a ^petition to the iioufes, that a 

difcipline more confonant to the word' of Gocfc 

and agreeing with the foreign informed churches. 

may 1^ .eftabUflied by laW, T^e 'authors them- 

felvcs. viz. the iteterend Mr * Fielii ' and Wilcosr, 

prefented it to the houfe, for which' they wert 

fent for into cuftody, and by theinifitience of the 

Biihojps committed to Newgate, O'(ftobcr the fccoud ; 

npou this^ the book already prihted, w^ fufFered to 

go abroad, and' had three or four editions with ih 

the compafs of two years,, notwithftanding all the 

endeavours ] of 'the Bifiiops ' to find out the prefs. 

The ip[fprif6nmcnt* of 'the tWo*minifters bcca^ 

fioned the. drawing up a 'fecond admonition by 

!Mr Car twright,'. lately returned * from beyoiid fta, 

with/aa humblfe..petkibn to the two^houfes, for 

relief againft the fubfcriptron required 'by the ec- 

clefiaflical Commiifioirers/ which had no'foundatioh 

in law, but was an aft of fovercignty in the crown, 

and Was againft the peace of their confciences ' ; 

maqy having loft their places and livings 'for n6t 

complying, they, befeech their honours to take a 

view of the caufes of- their non-fubfcfibing, that 

it might appeaf they were not' difobcdient to the 

church of.God, or to their fovcreign ^ and they 

moft humbly intreat for the removal and abolilh- 

ing of fuch corruptions and abufes in the church 

as with-held their compliance. The matters (fay 

they) contained in the admonition, how true foever 

they be, have found fmall favour y the perfons 

that 
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iiiatard ihonght to bare ixjade it^ are laid up rd 
no worfe priiQn than Newgate; the men that 
fet upon them;, po WQrle tHan.Biftiops ; the name 
,tbat gocth of thjsm is. no,, better than rebels, and 
^reat words there, are that their danger will yet 
prove greater,: , well, whatfqever is dpne or (aid 
againft them, that is not the matter; but the equity 
jbf the cftuie, that is the matter; aiid yet this 1 
;wiJl fay, that the ftate fixew^th not itfelf upright, 
if -it fuflfers them to be molefted for that whicK 
. ,was fpoken only by \tray.9f admonition to the 
parliament, which was to coiHider of it, and re* 
(ceive or reieft it, withojit further matters to thd 
authors, except it contained fome wilful maintain- 
ance of treafon or. rebellion, which it cannot be 
proved to dfo. Twoj oibcr pamphlets were, pub* 
liflied on this occafion^^^ne entitle an exhortation to 
the Brihops, to deal brotherly with their brethren; 
the other an exhortation to the Bifhops and clergy, 
to anfwer a little book that was publifhed laH: 
parliament ; and an exhortation to other brethren 
to judge of it by God's word, until they faw it 
anfweredtf 

The prifoners themfelves writ an elegant latiri 
apology to the Lordi Treafurer Burleigh, in which 
they confefs their writing the admonition, bik 
that they attempted not to change or correft any 
thing in the hierarchy of themfelves, but referred 
all to the parliament, hoping by this means all 
differences might be compofed in a legal way, and 
the corruptions which the moil learned foreign 
divines complained of^ might be removed to the 

pi^e-' 
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preventing of any fchifm pr feparation in the 

church. But the Trcafurer had not courage, to 

intermeddle with an affair which might embroil 

him with the Queens er at lead with her eccle-' 

fiaftical Commiffioaers, thp' it was well enough 

known he had a good will to the eaufe : but. 

the Commiffioners not content with the feverity 

of the lawj fpprted thcmfelves in an arbitrary. 

manner^ with the njiferies of their fellow crea* 

tures^ and detained them in prifofi beyond the time 

limited by the ftatute^ as appears, by their humble 

fuppKcation> td the Earl of Leiceft^r, reprefenting 

** that they had been condemned according- 

'^ to the aft of. uniformity^ ro a year's im- 

** prifonment, J which .they had now .: fuffered 

** patiently in the common gaol of Newgate, be- 

** fides four;, months clpfe Jmprifonment before 

*^ their convijftiofl, which they apprehended .to. be. 

" contrary to lawj that by this .means they, anii 

*< their poor wives and children) Were utterly: im- 

'^^ poverifliedj their health very much impaired by 

'* the unwholfome favour of the pkce, and the 

f* cold weather, aiid that they were yet like to 

^\ fuffcT greater extreipities : they therefore hum- 

*' bly befe^ch his Lordfhip for the tender mcr?- 

[^ cies of God, and in , confideratipn of their poor 

.** wives and children* to be a means to the mod 

" honourable privy council that, they may be en- 

^* larged; or if that could not be Qbtaitied that 

*' they might be removed to a more wholefome 

." prifon/' They fent a petition of the fame n** 

.ture to the Lords of the council ;[ and a third 
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was fcnt in the names of their wiVes and children. 
They alfo writ a confeflion of their faith, dated 
from Newgate, December four, one ihoufand five 
hundred and feventy-two, with a preface, in which 
they complain of the reproaches and calumnies 
of their adverfaries :'becaufc (fay they) we would 
hare Bifhops unlordcd, accordingly to God's word, 
therefore 'tis faid, we feek the overthrow of civil 
magiftrates: becaufe we fay, all Bifliops and mini- 
fters are equal, and therefore may not excrcifc 
fovercignty over one another, therefore they fay, 
when we have brought this in among the Bifliops, 
we fcall be for levelling the nobility of the land : 
becaufe "we find fault with the regimen of the 
ebitrch as drawn from the Pope, therefore they 
fey> we defign the ruin of the ftate: becaufe wc 
fey, the miniftry muft not be a bare reading mi- 
liiftry, but that every minifter muft be learned, 
ibie to preach, to confute gainfayers, to conlfort, 
to rejbuke, and to do all the duties of a fliep« 
herd, a watchman, a fteward, therefore they bear 
the world in hand that we condemn the reading 
of the holy fcriptures in churches, becaufe we 
are afraid of joining witti the church, in all her 
rites and ceremonies; therefore we are branded 
with the odious names of Donatifts, Anabaptifts, 
Aerians, Arians, Hteckfeldians, Puritans, &c. The 
confeffioQ itfelf is orthodo?e, according to the 
dodrinal articles of the church of England, and 
muft give a general fatisfa£Hon to them that read 
It ; 'tis written by the authors of the firft admo- 
iiition to the parliament^ to teftify their perfut* 
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/ion ia the faith, agaiaft the uncharitable furmifes 
of Dr Whitgift, utter'd in his anfwer to their adr 
mouitioQ, ia defence both of themfelyes and their 
jfautorsy and is fobfcribed Johannes 'Field. I have 
the whole before me, but ihall only tranfcribe a 
few paflages relating to the prcfent contro^verfy. 
hold and believe, that we ought to keep 
TOlably that kind of government that is left us 
ia the gofpel : that the office . of a paftor is to 
preach the word, and adminifler the facraments; 
and therefore that bare readers, or fingle fervicc 
iay^rs, are no more fit for paitors, than womea 
or children that can read well ; yet we deny not 
the .reading of the fcriptures in all congregations ; 
But this is not a part of thd mmifter's office. We 
think it unlawful to withdraw Irom a church 
!where the word is truly preached, the ficraments 
iincerely minifter'd, and true ecclefiaftical difcipline 
exercifed. . We are not for an urifpotted church 
on earth, and therefore, tho* the church of 
England has many faults, we would not willingly, 
.withdraw from it ; and yet we believe that God^s 
children, when they are threatened with iperfecu- 
tion, iand the church : doors are fliut agaihft »hem^ 
3nay draw themfelves into private affemblies, . fepa- 
/rating from curfcd idolatry, and peftilent popery, 
though the laws of Princes are Bgainft it ; and 
iwhofoever refufeth to be fubjeft to thefc con- 
gregations feparating themfelves, refifteth the or- 
dinance of God. We affirm that the church qf 
-God is a company or congregation of the frith* 
-fill, called and gathered out of the world, by. the 

U a preach- 
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preaching of the gdfpel, united in the true faitb^ 
and refolving to form their lives, governmenr, 
order and cercmoDies, according to the word of 
God. We hold that there ought to be joined to 
the paftors of the church, elders and deacons, for 
the bridling of viciss, and providing for the poor; 
that no paftor ought to ufurp ilomrnion over 
another; nor no church exercife lordfliip or rule 
over another. We believe that the paftor fliould 
be chofen by the congregation, and being chofen, 
fliould be confirmed in his vocation by the 
ciders; with public prayer and impofition of hands. 
Concerning ceremonies, we hold that they ought 
to be few, and fucH as have no {hew of evil, but 
xnanifcftly tend to decency and good order : wc 
rejedl therefore all the poplfli ceremonies and ap- 
pareli— We hold that the churches may diflfer in 
order and *ceremQnies, and yet keep the unity of 
the; faith; and therefone we condemn not other 
idiurches that have ceremonies different from ours. 
'*— Concerning public worfliip, wc hold that there 
ought to be places appointed for this purpofe, 
and that there may be a prefcript form of prayer 
and fervice in the known tongue, becaufe all have 
not the gift of prayer, but we would not have it 
patched out of the Pope's portuifes; but be the form 
of prayer never fogood, we affirm that minifters may 
not think themfelves difcharged when they have faid 
it over ; for they are not fent to fay fervice, but tp 
preach deliverance through Chrift : preaching there- 
fore, jnuft hot be thruft out of doors for reading, nei- 
ther oiiight ' the minifies fo to be tied to a pre^- 
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fcript form^ as that at all timed .he muft be boutad 

of necdSty to ufe it ; for who can draw a foirm 

of prayer, neceffary for all times, and fit" for all 

pngregations. We deny sot^ but ir is well that 

there be yarious manners of prayers, but' We mufl 

take heed that they he not long and ' tedious ; 

wherefore preaching, as k is the chief part of a 

minifler's oflSce, fo all 'other things muft give 

place to it. Concerning finging of pfalms, we 

allow of the people's joining with one voice ia 

a plain tune, but not of toffing the pfalms from 

one fide to the ^ other, with the intermingling of 

organs. . Touching holidays we fay, that religion 

is tied to no time ; nor is one day more holy 

than another ; but becaufe time muil be had to 

hear the word of God, and to adminifter the holy 

facramcnts, therefore we keep the Lord's day as 

we were commanded, but without all Jewifli fu- 

perdition — ^we think that thofc feaft days of Chrift; 

as of his birth, circumcifion, paflbvei*, refurrc61:ioni 

and afcenfion, &c. may by chriftian liberty be 

kept, becaufe they are only devoted to Chrift, 

to whom all days and times belong ; but days 

dedicated to faints, with fafts on their eves, we utterly 

diflike, though we .approve of the reverend memory 

of the faints, as examples to be propounded , to 

the people in fermons ; and of public and private 

fails, as the circumftances of nations or private . 

pcrfons require. 

The confeffion concludes with an article .con- 
cerning the office of the civil magiftrates. We 
^oid that chriflians may bear office;, that magif* 
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f ra^ ttay f^t f>&Qders to death . l^mfeklly ; 
that xbcj ftay w^e ^af^ aad require a lawfiU 
bath df the fubjeft ; that fubjedls are boiuid to 
obey ftU their juft and lawful commands ; to pray 
for chem^ to give them all honour, to call them 
by their lawfol titles, and to be ready with their 
bodies and goods/ lives, and all that they have, 
io fenre them with bodily fervice; yea, call thefe 
things we muft do though they be infidels, and 
obtam their dominion, either : by inheritance, by 
de^on, by conqueft, or othevwife ; on the other 
liand, ^is the magiftrates duty to provide :for the 
intblic . peace and quiet <)f their fubjeifb ; and to 
hi forth Chrift's pure religion, by advancing the 
preskohing of the gdfp^l, and rootii^ out all ^fu- 
]perftition and iddatry. The authors of this con- 
feffiou lay [in prifon , a confiderable time ; for 
though . the inhabhants : of . Aldermary, London, 
Ift-elitltt^d tw'o fupprK!^ti<^s for the enlargement oiF 
tb^t valuable p^ftor,. and learned ^d iPaithful 
pteacher, as they, called Mr Field; and though 
ibme gi^t friends inDerceded for them, they 
could iKit obtain tljeir rdeafe. The Arcbhifliop 
fcnt his chaplain to confer v^ith them . in. prifoh, 
after they had been there thr-ee months, for \Vhich 
Acy were -thankful. The conference began with 
a fiiitable prayer, which . Mr Field made, end 
was . carried: on with fuch decency as moved^the 
chaplain's compaflion ; but nothing would . prevail 
with the inexorable Conimiffioners to releafe them^ 
l»ll they had fuffered the extremity of the law, 
wd paid th^ir fees, though ihe keeper ^ve ie 

under 
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ofider ' his - hmi, that they Were fo pdor u mt 
to have money to pay fpr their lodgibgs ' aod 
TiAuah. To remrn to the admoakioii^ which 

. ■ • • ' ^ 

confifted of twenty-three ehaptersf, tinder the 
following . titles; " ' 

Chap. I. Whether Chrift •forbiddeth role or 

fuperiority to minifters. i. Of the authority of 

the church, in things indifferebt^ 3. Of . the 

eleSiioh of minifters. 4. Of iftinifters having no 

paftoral charge ; and of ceremonies nfed in order* 

ing miriiftcrs. 5. Of the rcfidence of the paftors« 

6. Of minifters that cannot preach, and of licences 

to preach. 7. Of the ' apparel of minifters. 8* 

Of Archbifliops, Metropolitans, Biihops, Archdea-* 

cons, &c. ' 9* Of the communion book. 10. Of 

holiday is.' 11. /What kind of preaching is moft 

cffeftuah 12. Of preaching before the adnrihiftRu 

tion of ' the ftcramems. 13. Of reading the fcrip- 

turcs. 14. of miniftring and preaching by det-» 

cons. 15. Of matters tbnching the communion* 

16. Of matters touching baptifm. 17. Of feniors, 

or government by elders. 18, Of certain matter^ 

concerning difcipline . of the* churcrh. 19. Of 

deacons and' widows.. 20. Of the authority of 

the civil ma^iftrate in ; ecclefi^ftical matters. 2 r. 

Of fubfcribing the con\munion book, 22. Of 

cathedral churches. 23. Of the civil offices of 

ccclefiaftical perfons. Thefe were the chief heads of 

complaint, which the Puritans having bid before 

the World, the fiifliqps thought themfelves obl!|fcd 

to anfwcr. Dr John Whitgift, a matter of Trinity 

College; and Yicc Chancellor of -Carabridge, -was 

ap. 
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itpjpoiBted 10 this work, which be performdd wftfl 
grest labour : and ftudy, and dedicated it to the 
church of EBgland. His method was ^tmexcepti-^ 
^^blej ; th^e whole . text of the admonition being 
fet down in paragraphs, and under each paragraph 
the dofioFS anfwer : before it was printed it was 
revifed ^ correftcd by Archbilhop Parker, Dr 
Copper> Biftiop of Lincoln, and Pern, Bifbop of 
Ely ; fo that in this book . (fays Mr Strype) may 
be feen, all the arguments for and againft the 
hierarchy, drawn to the beft advantage* Dr Whit- 
gift's book was anfwered by Mr Gartwright^ 
whofe performance was called a mafter-^piece in 
Its :kind/ and had the approbation of great, nam-* 
bers in the Univerfity of Cambridge, as well as 
foreign* divines. Whitgift replied again to Cart- 
wright, and had the thanks of the Bifliops and 
of the Queen, .who, as a reward for his excel* 
]ent and learned pains, made him dean of Lincoln ; 
while Cartwright,' to avoid the rigour of the com- 
miiTionerSy was forojsd to abfcond in friends houfes; 
and at length retire into baniihment 

But it was impoflible for thefe divines to fettle 
the eontroverfy, becaufe they Were not agreed 
upoii one and the fame flandard, or rule of judg- 
ment: Mr Cartwright maintained, that the holy 
fcriptures were not only a ftandafd pf do^rinei 
but of difcipline and jgovernment j and that the church 
of Chrifl, in all ages, was to be regulated by 
them : he was therefore for confulting his bible 
only, and for reducing all things as near as poiH* 
ble, to the apoflolical flandard. Dr Whitwift 

Went 
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vt€nt upoft a different principle, and maintaine^^ 
that though : the holy fcripture^ were a perfeft 
rcile of faith y they were not defigtied as a ftaod*^ 
ard of church difcipline or govcrtiraetit ; bUrt that 
this was .changeable/ and might be accomiX2oda{€(| 
to the civil goiemoaent we lite under; that the 
dpoftolical goyernment was adapted to ih« church 
in its infancy, and under pcrfccutkm, but was to 
be enlarged :and altered as the. church grew .t& 
maturity^ and had xhc ciirilrtagiflicatcron its; fide* 
The doftor therdfore>: inftead of :Tcducing the. .ex-* 
temal policy ' of the-: church ; to fcripture, takes . 
into ' his flandard .the four . firft centuries after 
Chriil ; and thofe cuftoms that he can trace up 
thither, he thinks proper to he -retained, becaufe 
the church was then in. its mature ftate, and. not 
yet under rhe power of 'AmichrifL . i The reader 
will" judge of thefe -principle Tor- himfelf, :Dne is 
ready- to think, thar the nearer we can come to 
the apoftolical praftice the* better ; 'and :the : Icfs 
our: religion is incutnbcred with, rites and cerci- 
monies of kter invention, the more it niuflrro- 
:femble the fiqiplicity that is in Chrift. If our 
;bleired Saviour ;had defigned thathis worffiip.Ihould 
.be fet oiBF with pomp, and grandeur, arid a mul- 
titude of ceremonies, : he would have told us fo, 
and probably have fettled thiKh, :as he did for 
the: church of the Jews ; but nothing of this, ap- 
pearing, men fhouU be cautious of infening the 
commandments, or traditions of ibcn into the re» 
' ligibn of Cbrifl, ■ left they caft a f cSeftion * upOQ 
his 'kinjjly offic?. . . : ; ': 
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* Tht difpmc bewecn Whitgift and Cariwrigh^,, 

^as managed vnth fome ibarpnefs; tke latter 

thought he had reafoQ to compilain of. the hard- 

Mps himfelf and his brethren fu&red f aiid Whit-^ 

gift haviog the government on his fide^ thought 

he flood upon higher groiiod^ and might aiflUme ' 

a fupcrior. air. When Caitwiighc atid his friends 

pleads for n^^ence^ becuife they were bre-^ 

thren, the doBx>r replies, ^' what fignifies their 

^' being brethren ; AnabaptHls^ AriaiiiSy and othef 

^^ Hereticks, would be accounted brethren ; thetr 

^^ haughty fpirits will no(^ hSkr them to fee their 

^ error ; they deferve ast great pmiihment as Pa«' 

^^ prfts, becatuie bot^ confpircogainft the church: 

^ if they are fl«it up in Newgate, 'ds a neat re* 

f* ward for their diforderly doii^Sy^for ignorance 

^' may not excufe Itbets agmnfl a priTate m^, 

'^ mudj tefe when they flandcr thc^ whole church.^ 

How would the doSkor hare liked this knguage 

in the mbmh of a papHl^ iiace^en years before i 

hat this hs^ been the metlied of warm and zeal-^ 

^us difpuiants^ the knots they cannot untie with 

their fingers, they would cut afuader with the 

. iword. Thus Or Whi^ft routed his adi^rfary f 

he had already deprived him of his ipcofeiSbr's chair,. 

and of his degree of doctor of dimity,^ and be* 

ing now Vite Chancellor of Cambridge, he got 

- him expelled the Univcrfity upcm this pretence : Mr 

' Cartwrighc being feaior fellow of his College, was 

only in deacon's orders ; the dodor being informed 

: of this, and that the ftatute. (requiring fuch to 

take upon them the order of priefthood) might 

t^- V be 
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he intc^cted pricft's ordew, <x)ndijded .h^e wa$. 
perjured ; upoa which hje fupamoncd the head^! 
of colleges together and . iteclared, that Mr Cart- 
wright had broken his oath, and without any 
further admonition, puflied his intcrcft among the* 
mafters, to rli the college tpf a nwi whofe po^ 
pularity was too great for bi$ apabition, infonauch. 
that he declared be could noc eftablilh. order in 
the univcr&jy wl>ile a perf9^ ;oC his pi:iociples 
was among thera. After this be wrote tp the 
Arcbbifhop, September the tweoty-firft, 0Qe~,thQU-> 
iand five hundred and fevemy^wo, and begged his 
Grace to watch at coMrt^ dM Cartwrigbt might 
get no ad?aafage ifigainil him, fpr (fays he) he is 
flatly perjured, a,nd it is God's jufl: judgment tha^ 
be. ibould he fo puniflied, for not beiag a full 
jnioifter. A pitiful triumph ! 
. The Queen alfo ^nd her Comn^iiEofiers bran- 
dlflied their fwords againft Cartwrigbt ajEid bis 
followers: her Majefty by pix)daipatioa. called in 
the admonition, commaQdiug al^ her. fubjeds, .that 
bad any in. their paffeffiqn, to.briqg them to the 
Biih^p of tb^ diocefey ^tsd not to fell 'them» upon 
pain of imprifonmeot ; upon which Mr Stroud» 
th^ . puWilher, . brought in fhirty-four, and hi^ 
wife burnt the reft that \«^ere unfold : this Mr 
Stroud was the fufpended minifler at Caubrook^ 
zn excellent preacher, and uniTcrfalLy beloved : 
but being reduced to poverty, he was forced to 
condefcend tp the low oflkes of corrcftiqg jbc 
prefs, and of^publifhing books for a livelybood. 
When he appeared before the Bifliop of London 
; . X 2 upon 


updn/this occafioh, his Lordfhip reproached ' hr» 
(of laying down the ininiftry, though Parker 
badaftually deprived him, and forbid him to 
preach fix years before. 

The Bifliops were no lefs carefiil to crufli the 
favourers of the admftiition ; for when Mr Wake, 
of Chnfl: Church, had declared in favour of it, 
in a fermon at St Paul's Crofs, the Bifhop of 
London fent for hrai • next morning - into cuftody ; 
but he made his' efcape. ^ Mr Crick*; Chaplain to 
the Bifhop of Norwich, ' having alfo commended 
the book in a fermon at the fame place, the 
Archbifliop fent a fpccial meilenger to apprehend 
him* ) and though he efcaped . for' the prefent, - he 
^ftdrwards fell into the hands of the commiffi- 
bners and Was deprived : the like misfortune be- 
fel Poftor Aldrich, an eminent divine, and dig* 
nitary of the church, with many others ; ^ notwith- 
ftanding which, Doftor ' Sandys, Bifliop of Lon- 
don, in his letter to the Treafurer, calls for fur- 
ther help : ^^ The city (fays he) will never be 
** quiei, till thefe authbrs of (edition, who are 
'^^"now efteemcd 'as Gods, as Field, Wilcox, . Cart- 
<' Wright,' and others, be Far removed from the 
^^city\ the people refbrt to them, as in popery 
" they were wont to run on pilgrimages j if thefc 
^ idols, "who are honoured as faint?, "were re- 
^* moved from hence, their honour would fall in- 
^' to the duft, and they would be taken for blocks 
** as they art : a fharp letter from her Majefty 
<* would cut the courage of thefc men. Good, 
[* piy Lord, for the Jove jrou bear to the church 
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^ of Obrift, ncfift the tumultuous. cnterprizes of tbefe 
*^ ncw-feogl^ fellows*"" ThcfcUvcre the. weapons 
with whfch the DoSor's ^fwer to; the ^ admoiii- 
lion were ehforc6dj fo that we may fairly con* 
dude with ' Fuller the Hiftonan, "That if Cart- 
" Wright had the better of his advcrfary iii learn* 
" ing, Whitgift had more power to back his 
** arguments ; and tjr this he not only kept the 
*^fida>'but gained the .vi£fory.'! ' : 

On the other hand, it is certain, vaft numbers 
of the clergy both in London /and the iwb Uni» 
vcrllties, had a high dpinibn of Cartwright's wrick- 
ing ; he* had mady adirii.refs, and* if tee may believe 
his adverfaries, * wanted Jiot for prefents and gra4 
tuities J many hands were procured in approba^ 
tion and ' commendation of his reply to Whitgift; 
and fome faid, they -would defend' it to death. 
In flaort, except thoife, who had already conformed, 
they made ho . converts- ^mong the Puritans, but 
rather; confirmed them in thdr former fentiments. 
To purfue this contrbverfy to the end, in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and feventy -three, 
Doflbr Whitgift piiblifhed Hs defence againft Cart- 
wright's reply; in wliich'he ftates the difference 
between them thu5: the queftion is not whether 
many things mentioned in your platform of dif» 
ciplinc were fitly ufed int the apoftles time, or 
may now be well ufed in fundry reformed churcheis, 
this is not denied;' but whether, when there is 
fettled order in doftrine and government, ella- 
Wiflied by law, it may ftand with godly and 
Chriftian wifdom to attempt fo great an alteration 

as 


( >^ ) 

> 

ib this platform mufl needs bring in, Willi dif>-^ 
obedietice to the Priocc and laws, ^ukL unq^t- 
nefs of the church, and ^fence of m^oy co^ici- 
ences. If this \9ete ^ vifholc que/tioa^ iurely it 
might ilaod \7?ith the. vviQom oi liie legiil^ture 
in fettled times, to majce fopie conceffiona in fa^ 
VQur of pious and devout Qienj nor can it be 
inconfiftent with godly and <:hrift4an wifdam, for 
fubjeds to attempt it by lawful and peaceable 

methods. L. 

. Two years after (one. thoufend ,fi?e hundred 
and fcventy-five) ]Mfr Gartwright; publiflied ^ a fc- 
cond reply to Whitgift's defence \ it confided of 
two parts : the firft was intitled. The fecond rcrfy 
of F. C. againft Doftor Whitgift'j fecond aniwer. 
touching' the chijrch difcipliqe; ..with, thcfc two 
fentence^ .of fcripture in the tijle^ page. For 
Zion's fake . / vnll mt hold my. tongue , for Jeru- 

fakn!s fake I will not rejl^ , till the right eoufncfs 
thereof break forth as the light ^ ^j^c. ,ye are . tb^ 
JLprd^s ' remembrancers ; keej> not ftknee. I^^ Ixxu 
X, 6y 7. Tis dedicated to the churdj of Eng- 

Jand, and aU that love the truth in it: ia his 
preface he anfwers perfonal matters between the 
do&or apd bimfelf ; he remembers him of his 

JH^g^Hy dq>riving him of <hi$i feltowfbip, a^d pro- 

.nouncing him perjured. He iays, ..he nev^ o- 
pened his. lips for the divinity cha^r^.; ^s be 

,had falfly charged bim; that hi; bad n^v^r 
d^fired the degree of a dqdor^ but by tl^e 

' advice of more than a dozen learned ^ nnn jileif ^ 

•who confidering his office pf divinity rcadgr, 

thought 
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thotlgbt Ke icmght to ^nxat the title, l^e a jde4r 
that he ^cver I'efufeti a private conference with 
him (Wki^gtft)y. im fha« Jie peered it, and the 
och^r ' refofi^ it^ ^j}^ hp w^s incorrigible ; in^ 
deed h^ did refufe privaie confei^ence by writ- 
ings having bad ej|^vtcQce of his ad^erfai^'s un- 
i^thfukiefe i and becaiife he thottgbt ^hat thg 
do£trini5 he bad taught : ppe&ly ibovild be defend*^ 
td crpedy* Whitgilt charged him> that after ho 
-was expelkd the cpJkge, he went vyp and down 
doing no gPOd> hoc liying at other men'^s tables^. 
How ungenevous was this I after the Dp<!lor had 
t^eis away hik adTerfary's breads and Aopt his 
laouih, t\m be might not preach, to reproach him 
with doing no good, and being beholden to hi& 
friends for a dinoerr Cartwright owned, that he 
was poor; that, he hadi^io wife, nor houfe of hk 
owp }' a9d th^ it was with iinall delight that he 
liyed tipoft his friends, but thai he ftill did wha^ 
little good, be could, kx inftruiQing their children. 
Whi^gift charged his^^ adverfary further, with wai^t 
of learning, thongh he had filled the divinity 
chair witl^'.vaft* riepHtation, and bad b^en ftikd 
by B?za, Sol, the very fun of .. England : he 
taxes? biai \viih making excrafts from other menfs 
notes,' tod that he had fcarce ;read one of 
the mtknt authors he had alledgM; to whicJv 
Cartwrigbt tnodeftly TcpKed, that as to great read- 
iiig he would let it paii, for . if Whitgift ha*.! 
r^ad all the fathers, and be fcarce :onc, it woukt 
eafily appear to tbc learned world . by tljeir writ- 
ings J 
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ings; but tlrft it ixras fttfficiemly IcnoWtt, Ihzthti 

had hunted him whh more 'hounds -than 6ne.'- 

The ftrength of his reply lies id tedncin^ the 

poiicy of the church a^ near as^poflibfe to- the 

ftandard of fcripture'; for Mrhen Etofto'r Whitgift 

^Hedged fonic of tlii fath'ers of tfie foiiriJi'' and fifth 

century was oil' his fide, Cai^wnght replied,' '^^ -That 

•* for as much as the ; fathers have fel-red, and 

" that- corruptions crept early into the church/ 

^[ therefore they ought td have no forther -Credit 

*' than their* authdrity is^^-warramed by. the :word 

'Vof God and good r^afbh; to prefs their hare 

** authority "without relation to this, is to bring 

'^^ an intolerable tyranny- into the church of 
«God." '':-,. </•'•,.. 

The fecond part of <Dartwright's reply, was not 
publiflied till two years' afterwards, when he was 
fled out of the kingdota j it is intitled, The reft 
of the fecond reply of Thomas Cartwrig^t,. againft 
Mafter Dbftor Whitgift's -anfwer, touching' the 
church difcipline, imprinted in the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and-'fcfetity-feven : in which he 
'fhews, -that church government, i^y * aa etderfhip, 
is by divine appointment^ and of • perpetual obli- 
gation'. He then cbnfiders the defefts of Ae -church 
of England, and treats of the power of the civil 
Magiftrates in ecclefiaftical matters ; of' ecclefiaftical 
perfons bearing civil offices'; and of the .habits, 
He apologizes for going throt}gh with the con- 
troverfy at fuch a diftence of tipie, but he thought 
it of importance^ and that it need - not be aihamod 




of ttie light. I^>eaking of his own poverty, dif- 
gncc and baniCbmenf, -for appearing in this caufe, 
he kys, it were an inrolerablc delicacy, if he 
could not give up a little eaic and commodity, 
for that T^hcrcuntcr his life was due, if it had 
been JtSacd ; or that he fkould grudge to dwell in 
another corner of the world for that caufc, for 
which he ought to be ready altojether, to de- 
part out of it. Btit he was fcnfible he ftrove a- 
gainft the ftream, and that his work might be 
thought unfeafoAable, his adverfary being now 
advanced fo much above him ; for this year Whit- 
gjift was mitde a Bifliop, when poor Cartwrighc 
was Ihtk better than a Wandering beggar. 

Thus ended the controverfy between thefe two 
champions; fo that FuHer, Hcylen, and Collier, 
niUft be miftaken/ when they fay, Whitgift kept 
the field,, and carried of a complete viftory, when 
Gartwright had certafnly the laft word; but who- 
ever ; hid the better of the argument, Whitgift 
got Aloft by it; and wh^n he was advanced to 
the piiinade of church-prefermetit, a£led an un- 
generous part towards his adVerfary for many 
years,' pcrfecuring him with continual vexations 
add imprifobmcnts, and pointing all his church ar- 
tillery againft him, not fuffering him fo much as 
to defend the coihmon canfe of chriftianity againft 
the Papifts, when he was called to it; but ar 
length being wearied out with the importunities of 
great, men, or growing more temperate in his 
oM: age, he fuffcred him to govern a fmall hof- 
pttal in Warwick (given him by the Earl 

VolU. Y of 


( ?70 ) 

V 

of Leicefter) yvhere this, great and ^od owti^a 
grey hairs came, down wlih forrow to th^;gr*ye^- 
The Queen was. :uow fo provoked up, the noa-' 
confonaifts, riut Ike, fliewed. every mark pf dif- 
pleasure againfl them.. The Aiu.baptifls began ac 
tJiis time to enereafe^ ,and their ene^iies imputed' 
iieverai monflrous . errors to them* which occafi* 
o.ncfi a fevcre perreciutioa • agjiiuft. them; fhis^ 
pUiuly . decUrcd the temper^ of the oouct, and the* 
> v.eal iatcntioa of the Bilhops; It was not fo much 
hecaufe they were Aiiabaptifts,. .i;hat « they were 
perfecuted, as becaufe, ihey weFe.non-conformifts: 
this was. a crime fit. to ruia any perfoa ia thefe- 
limes, and mope* to. bp;.dregd©df;|han^ c^cny ot^^^^ 
font.of herefy... The; Puritans had provoked the 
Bilhops and. the court witb pamphlet^, j which they 
fecrotly difpenfed , tlirough. the city, of Loncton,- 
for their own vindicatipn, in which many^ feyerc' 
things wqre fajci againft the clergy - .this offended 
Barker to the laft degpee,- and onade^him' jemplpy. 
all. his interefl: .to' £nd.out^the authpr^ and prin- 
ters of tliefe fedjtious libels as thej^.^ were callod. ; 
All his. efforts Were vain; for. the Puritans had 
private preffes whicji they employed fecredy, aud 
thereby harraffled, their adverfaries .continuaUyk^ 
Parker cqmplained of this to the Lord Trea*- 
furcr^ but no notice was taken of his- complaipt. 
'jfhis. yeah an aflbciation was formed at Wandfwortb - 
a village within four miles of London, which 
. was tjie firft Presbyterian church in England. The: 
chiefs of this presbytery were Mr Field of* 
Waadfworth,. Mr Smith of Micham,- Mr Crane 
•, . ' of 
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of Roehampton, Meff. Wilcox, Standen, Jacicfon^ 
Sonhath, Saintloe and Edmonds. Several* laymen 
cf good charaSjcr, afterwards joined with them, 
and* likewifc the following divines, Mr Travers; 
Chatke, Barber, Gardrncr, Crook, Egerton ; they 
then efefted elders, and defcrrbed their offices iti 
a regifter, which is intlried, The orders of Wandf- 
worfli. They endeavoured to conceal tlieir pro* 
ceedings with the utmoft cafe, bat *the Biftiop 
difcovered their meetings and informed the high 
commiffion, upon which the Queen iffiied'a pro- 
clamation for putting 'the -aft . of ' uniformity jn 
execution; but' the 'Commlffloners though thty 
knew of the presbytery, they were hot atle to 
difcover the members, nor to hmder others of the 
fame kind from , forming in t?ther " parts • of ' th6 
country: A'ffociatipns of this * fort became" more 
frequent, and the' presbyteriah Puritans fobn grew 
to a confiderable body, which more and more 
alarmed tire Bifliops, arid put the patrons of the 
hierarchy in great fear. "While Elizabeth and the 
Bifhops'were periecuting the Puritans, the Roman 
Catholics were bufy in playing' -their game ; they 
fcduced the peofJle'frbm the cftablifiied ' reli^on 
by every art they were matters of; and endea- 
voured to render "the Queen contemptible ; in ' the 
eyes of'her'fobjefls: When the bull from Rom^ 
againft .Elizabeth "was publiflicd, they pulled of 
the mafk and deferted rne public worlhip in great 
numbers^ and fet up the mafs. ' Some, the better 
to cover the defign; rcmalded in the church, *and 
Jcept theji: ftations on purpofe* to' betray her in- 
' Y 2 tereftsr 
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terefts. Many of the minifter? who were in the 
church were papifts, who fubfcribed the articles, 
^d obierved 4U the orders; and at the fam^ 
time, that they appeared to conform to the cfta- 
blilhed religion, were periuading the people tQ 
return tp R(Mne, their mother church. In York- 
ftiire they went publicly to mafs, and tb,c num- 
bers of this fort were fo great, that they •held 
the proteftants in awe. In London they iucreaf? 
ed prodigioufly ; but notwitbflanding the dan- 
ger* the protclUnt religion was in from fuch 
avowed enemies, the Queen >frould not fuffer thenj 
to be reftrained ; for whep fome of thera were 
/confined, (he ordered them to be immediately fet 
at liberty. There was now little religion among 
xrhurchmen^ and (carcely . the Itafl appearance 
thereof at court. It might have been expefled that 
^t a time when religion was in fo much danger 
from its open enemies, that thofe who pretended 
to be its real friends, would have united in fup- 
poriing ir, and laid afide their particular aninjofi- 
ties in the time of common danger ; but the 
clergy were io offended at the non-conformifts, 
^hat nothing except their ruin could iatisfy them. 
Vice and every kind of immorality were fuffered 
to pfifs unregarded, while men who could not 
debauch their confciences by fuWlituting human 
traditions in place of divine^ revelation, were bunted 
t^wn li|ce wild beaft$, and cxpofed to every hardi^ 
feip the tyranny of their foes could devife. 
. The maflacne at Paris happened this year, in 
the twcmy-fourth of Augufl bping Bartholomew 
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day^ tirljcQ great jnumbers of protcflams \r^re in- 
Titcd tQ I^aris on preteiice of doing honour to 
the King of Navarre's ix^rriagc to the King'^ 
iGfter. T!cn ^houfand were maffacred lu one 
pight at ?ans, ^and twenty thoufa^d more in 
other . p^rts of the kingdom, in a few Weeks aftfer, 
by his Majefty^Sr fpecial commiffion. Perfons of 
every r^nk were murdered without diftinftion, 
Hiords/ ; Gentkuieii, Juftices, Lawyers, Scholars, 
TPhyCcians, apd the loweft of the.pedple; th^y 
iparcd neither age nor fex ; Women, Maids, 
Children in the cradle, and Infants in their mo- 
thers bellies were maffacred. The tidings, of this 
hornd naaffacre ought to have alarmed the.pro- 
teftauts . in . England, and put ' them upcjn their 
guard; but inftead of uniting among themfelVes 
for their common fafcty, they . continuecl to pfer- 
fecute oae another with unrelenting fury. All 
that wa» done on this alarming occafibn, was a 
few preparations to put the coafls in f^e. pol- 
ture of defence. ... \ ' . 

The controverfy between the^ Puritans 
and the eftabWhed dergy ftil) went xvi, 15.73. 
but the conteft was unequal; the 6iffio{)s. . ' • 
had the Queen and the high Coftimiflidn qn their 
iide, who, as foon as they perceived, the. f^uritans 
. Jike to have the better of the argument,, reftrain- 
cd,the, liberty of the' prefs,. and executed the 
penal! laws ag^ipft them. The aft of. uniformity 
.was reacjy on all oqcafions to be put in execution, 
which W4S rigoroufly executed in many, inftances* 

The Queen iffued a prqclamatioa . this year, de- 
claring' 
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daring that it was her |>ledfare that the aft of 
uniformity fhould* be put in execution, and the 
Lords of the council fent letters to the Bifhops 
to inforcc the proclamation. Several things con- 
tributed .t9 highten the . perlccu|tion againft the 
jion-confprmiftsj their arguments' were ill to an- 
iwer, thfir fatire wa$ keen^ and their language 
often fevere. I'he firft diftreffed the'Bifliop^ 
to ^nfwer, and the latter prov6l^ed both ihctii and 
the court. Tq this njay be added a ci^cu^lftance 
Which happened at this time, which was Improved 
againft the whole^ body of diffenters; ffotp the 
yf cftablifhmcnt. A mad ' man^ whofe name ' waj; 
pirchet, of the. middle .temple, who called him- 
felf a Puritan, in one of his mad fits Wounded 
one I^awkins, an offijccr of fhe Czech's navy^ 
fiding' il^rough the Strand, whoiii he faid H^ 
took for Hatton, captain of the guard, and one 
of the privy chj^mber j he affirmed that the fpirit 
of the Lord direfted him to kiirHaWjcins, whom 
he took to bj^ Hatton, becapfe. he was an enemy 
tq the word of God, . and a raaintainer of pa- 
piftry. He perfiffed in his opinion without thp 
fmalleft fign$ of rqpeptance, till they threatcpecl rp 
turn him for an ' heretic, and th^n * he recanted. 
There were many difputes concerillhg how he 
mould be put to death, but he' put an end to 
the contrbverify by aiiother. aSion equally mad 
and barbarous. He' flew his' keeper with; a 'blow 
on the hinder part 9f the hiad^ and (6 was 
condemned for murder, tho' he was quite mad 
and furiouS; and ought for the firft aftion to hate 

been 


j^etn^put- iato a' i^bad^boufb. Thi« afiionf of 
Bircbet was- imputed to all the .Pviritaiis, though* 
it never appeared that a^nyipf that deiloromatioai^ 
were concerned witb. him, .;It was udrcafonablc 
to flandcr.a.^mbcr of-rei^cfta^e cbara^crs da 
account of a mad perion,. who was deprived of 
th^ ufe of his I'eafoa, and ci?uel to . perfecute 
t^em for what it was not in their poWer to prevent ;' 
but the Queen embraced every opportunity to' 
diftrefs the:, diffenters whom &c hated nfore than* 
ftie did the pipifts; 

, . The Gommiffioncfs beilpg urged by the Queen V 
authority, feat . letters to . tht Biflio{j$, exhorting 
them tQ[. c<^matid ail . their ecclefiaflical officers' 
K> charge their queft-mfcn .to procure a lift of alt 
the names : of non^coiiformiftsf in' their pariflies,/ 
before Ae firft \feck of Lenr. Parker was very 
aealous in tbis.aflWrj this was work fiiitdd to his' 
foul, fof mer^y. was none of the infrmitics of 
his nafutej.in works, of jcruclty he afted witb 
great .fpiifit,. abd never appeared fo much in cha- 
rafter as * in! : the . articles' .'of perfecution and cruel- 
ty. Xhp, diflfentfeps wdre now deprived' both" of 
liie. libewy. of preaching and" priming;' their^ncxt 
FfifQUfce y^as to*, challenge their adverfaries to a 
public difputacion f' this^ was a' privilege which* 
the paptdsr allowed the protelbnrs id the former 
reigns;- aad: bad. been granted to the papifls ac 
Elizabeth's atocffion . to the throne. But the Dif- 
fenters feadr.to.do with .one who was more than 
a*Pa{>i(l; J£]izabeth wai alio a profound politician/ 
and* knew .that the only mtiihod to overcome 

truth 
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tWtH- i^^as t& Icecp it concealed'; for tins reiafea 
ffie would riot fofFef th^ eftablffllcfd religion as (he 
called ir, to be called Hn ^eftioa by a public dif- 
putationf; She found out a^ fliort method and 
mofre a^^cfeaWe to her purJ)ofes*; ffie* calfed the 
difpiitatiw! fefore the ectleffeffical- CoinnMioh^ ta 
afrifcvfe^' to ^fevera! ar*xi(fles • iixWblted againft ihet», 
and among others, whetfcar tht' Cdmnibn prayer 
book is everx part- o^ k grounded tipftn the 
foripture^^ ? iFhis* Was int^nd^ to ettfuare them^ 
and to prevent all difputations ; and ibecabfe they 
^ dfd not anfwer io thte fatiifaftion of that court, 
they were . all of thetn ' defyrived, and fonic of 
rhem feut to Newgate, frotti whence they had 
been but lately rcleafed. In- condufion they wei*e 
threatened with baniftinient if they dki not cottiply. 
Mr Cartwright was fummdhed aniotlg- the- reft,' 
but wifclyi concealed hrimrelf j upon whi^h a pro*. 
damatioin Was iffued to* apprehend him } but not* 
withftandirig thiereof, he ftill lay concealed tiH b^- 
found an oppeorturiity tO'. leave the kingdODi. Mr' 
De^tring, kSarer of St PauVs, was likdwife fuf- 
pcnddd for fome words he' had uttered againft- 
the hierarchy in private converfatioa, and wa> 
obliged to make his peace by fubfcribing three 
points, namely, to the fuprcmacy— the thirty*niiie 
arcicles*-the book of common prayer ; and<d)^i tht 
facraments are rightly adminiftcr^ in the* cholrcli: 
of England. He was examine upon feveral other 
articles,, which were the common topics of thofe 
times, and which it is needleis to repeat. Deer* 
ing appealed from the Commiffioaets a Ac eom^ 

cU 
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cil:*hd rcftbfcd him, which vm a great mom- 
ficatioo to the Archbilhop. Mr Peering appears 
to have been apcafceiWe difereet man, endowed 
with a goodihare of learning and coofiaion fenfe : 
He wrdte a fetter to the Lord Treafurer Bur- 
leigh> 00 thisoccafion, whpre'he fliews the difference 
between the prisiitife Biftiops^ and thofe who 
then refidcd in the " church of England, in the 
following particulars. I. Bifhops and Minifters 
then were in one degree but now (fajrs he) they 
arc different. 2. There were then many Biflxops 
in one town, . now there is. but one m a whole 
country. 3, No Biihop's .authority was in more than 
in one.city,.now it is in many ihires. 4. Bifhops 
then ufed no bodily puni(hments, now they fine 
and imprifon^ 5. The primiciye Bifhops could 
not excommmnicate. or abfolve, merely by their 
own authority, now they may. 6. Then, without 
cpnfent.of presbyters, . they could make no rnini^ 
fters,. now they do* 7^^ They could confirm no 
children, in other pariihes; they do it. now in many 
ihires. 8> They had then but one living, now 
they . have. many. 9. They had neither officials, 
commiffaries nof chancellors, now they have. 10. 
They dealt in no civil gorernmeait, by any efta- 
blifhed authority, now they do. 1 1. They had 
no right to aOienate any - parfonage, or let it in 
Icafe, now they have. 12, Then they had a 
phurch where they fervcd .the cure as thofe we 
call pariih pricfts, though Aey were* Mctropi>titians 
or Archbilhops, now'thcy are different. This letter 
was a o-ime, which Parker coiUd neter forgive, i^nd 
Vo1.il Z for 
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for this rcafon be ncYcr left him till 'he had him 
fiteocq^ and . deprived. ^ 

: This .ypar were. dcJiriYfed Meffrs. Arthur Wakc^ 
parfoii of:: .Great Willing, 'Etilehaii& Paget, .parfoa 
o£ Owld, iThtfrflkm Mofley> parftm of Harding^ 
fto0, George '\Gfldftitl, pitdbn q6: Collingftro(wg^ 
and'AlHHiam ; Dawfott^ parfon of fWefton Fave1> 
ail • ia ' the diocefe of Pcterhofough 5 o^ which Dr 
Scfdmbler was Bifhbp. This was a fl^orc method 
of gettingr clear of ; fdch mimfters as w? re not 
agreeaSIe to the humour of the Biiho|)s, and die 
meafurcs of the court* There' was no -more to 
do but to prepare' interrogatories, .which they were 
fore they woa^dd ,not anfirer, or fuch . quefUons as 
they Icnew they would.anfwer in fuch a maiuaer as 
tb give them an occaiion to accuic them> and 
then the procefs was foooi over>- ^deprivation fol^ 
lowed of courfe, according; to -the laws and 
cuftoms of the times. . . Thdb - miAiflers were 
not deprived ifor any errors ini-dodrihe, hut for 
refiifing to fubfcribe two forms .which the com- 
laiffion^ had' defired ; : the rooe ^as. caUed fmm 
p/omjjSffm^fi the othex fottflid f^bjuratiaams. iln the 
firft th^y fwore a»d n fqbferibed to -Bfc .th^ fervice 
bQ0fk3 tad ^thq^rp^bKevlbrnii of < adminiftration . of 
the . facramenjs r and . »o -.other ; in ,the .. latter,, dbcy 
fttbfcribed and protieftfid: upon cadi, thatvthei>oak of 
cgnfecration of Bilhops^ fet forth \in the reiga of 
Edwafd the iiKtb, 'and :c(»ifirmtd by parliaiaxent, 
cofbtftiiil^ :all things neceflary for fnch xoa*» 
fQC05*>B: «id 0f4eri8g, having nothing, in' itithat 
i^ %^uo}J^ .Of uQi^y according to. t^eir judg** 
•.1 1 ' ment. 


p^y^rcbook ..till thft m^etiqg of. the parlianpefit^ 
bmt^judgpd it fiofpl tp imw ih€;/c*th, or-tofui^^ 
fcriber tti^t ibeyi.WQuid «ejrcr::ufej apy otbj^j,; 
They tijercfofp rapps^tedri tp ctfie . ArcbWftiop, o| 

thoi pface of .fhefe*i:iuiniftei»s, Mrhi^ t isvef c • j|ow dc- 
pri¥ca, fciBeril,.;fomgnejj$. fji^cfded, wi>o cpuic^ 
hardly .rfead fo: as jto b^ undc^'ftood; tlje people 
w^r/lefi: uQii^(lni6ted^ and * iniit^dt of baring {^r-^ 
xaons cTcry &bbath/day^ tbcyihgd. bvit^ oqe in .-% 
quarter of m \ yi^ar^ and pftea q^t fo /regu^^i;^ 
PedtioBs-'vi^er^ fent jo the BUhopp, figned by^ tb^ 
people of the p«ilihep, requcfting 1 1<>; ^avet , thfiiq 
former miniitefs ;fcftprcd/ but to Xk^ p«i;p0fe ; , tbq 
Bifli^pi were ftot. fe^graciws a^-.to ih^ai:, th^ ^pcR 
of peqple who, wnwed after.. knowledge; ;jt^j 
l0iew!:,that igqorancA.waS. fitt^^fpr tbek purppf^p^ 
afid'itoo much inftx^jSiofl ^nld bu.t. opj^n^ fhft 
cjrc$-Qf -the- people -t^ f6e.th.eir^.abfur4ities., TbA 
l^ty^^re nes^t called Xo an :S^cq(»3j]t ; *n^B,J of thep 
were hot diippfed' .$o attend': thfc> miui/lpy of ,thofe 
igadr^t crea»»re8>. which the.Bifllo^ ihruft. iniip-i 
on; them, and hiui an avprficw. . at' tb^ .cn;iekyr 
mWh fjhey fasr' inflK|ed upou ih^iit\ former p^ors^ 
T'hejr kao^e^Lupon ?hefe; intruders ^i^h' the grefteft, 
^h^msKQ, m intftd*jrs of .other msnh- jrigh©,:;and 
&ecdQre' could'QO^ih oonfcit^ce attend theisf jniniflry; 
A fubfcriptiott twas* nbw^ provided' for tranfgrcflbr* 
o£; ffils fort. ItiWasrthei lame Jn. fubftance with 
^hat'was ioipofefl tipon their minifiers, and fh'all 
not be /"cpcateii w^ho. officers? of the fpiritual 
•ft * Z z court 
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courts had now fiiffictent employment ; they Tefit 
out their fpies eyety where to eoqdii'e who came '• 
to churchy and who did not. The gaolers .and 
keepers fii prifoos Were ordeired to take notice 
of ail who came to viiit their, prifoners^ or to 
give them relief^ and^ uppu notice git^n, fpies were 
appointed to bring them into trouble. The. ad- 
Tocates for the proceedings of thefe times hare 
aggravated the behaviour of thefe people, that 
chey behaved rudely to the BifliopSi and fpoke 
unci vily« Perhaps they did fo, but thofe who in^ 
terfere with what does not belong to them, 
could not c^pc£k civil ufuage^ The lordly be- 
haviour of thefe dignified parfons was not eaiy 
to be bom, and it is highly probable that the 
ill ufiiage which they gave thefe plain honefl: peo- 
ple, might provoke them to forget the digpity 
of thofe lawn-fleeved Ambafl^ors of Jefus Chrift^^ 
and caufe them to fpeak unadvifediy with their 
tongues. There is an inftance of one who appears* 
to have bad full as much delicacy in his beh^vi* 
our, as the lord chief juftice *ho examined him. 
One whofe name was White, wtts brought before 
the lord chief juftice ; the mafter of the rolls j 
the mafter of the l-equefts; Mr Gerard, iheDeaa 
of Weftminfter j the Sheriff of Ldildon, and. the 
clerk of the peace. The chief juftice examined ' 
him in the following manner by the alGftance oT 
die reft of. his brethren and coadjutors. 

Lord Chief Juftice. Who is this? White. White 
an't pleafe your honour. L. C. J. White as black 
fs the (denL White. Not fo my lord ^ one ol: 
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ihc I-ord'fi . children. L. G. J. Why will- you. 
aot coBie to your pariih church ? Whiter My 
lord, I did ufc to frequent .my parifli church be- 
fore ray cronbles^ aiid procured feyeral godly men 
to preach there> as: wdl as in other places qf 
preacbit^ and prayer 5 and fincc my troubles V 
have Diot. frequented any private affemblie^, ;h«t as 
I hzre had leave and liberty^ have gone to ipy 
pariih. church; and therefore thofc.who have 
prefented me, have done it out of malice ; for if 
^ny dF thde things can be proved agiunft me 
firaply, or tha|: I hold all things in common, your 
lordfhip . may difmifs me from » hence to the gal. 
lows. Mr Gerard. You have not uf^ally frequents 
ed your pari(h chur-ch. . White. ,1 allow I have 
more ufcd other places where I was better edi^ 
fied. Mr Crcrard. Then your pr^fentment is in 
part true, . White. Not and pl^afe you, for I am 
prefented for not cpming at all to my pari(h 
church* Gerard. Will you thcq cbme to prayers 
when th?rc is not fermoin ? White, I would avoid 
thofe thitigs which give offence to me and others, 
4nd ;d!fturb the peace of the church ; however 
I crave the liberty of a fubjeft, and if I do not 
frcquei^t publicly, both preaching, prayen, and 
faci:ai)$$iii[ts, deal with me accordingly. Dean of Weft- 
niinften What fault find you in the common 
prayer ? White; Let them anfwer that to whom 
it pertaioiSy .for being in prifon almofl: a year a- 
bout thefe matters, I was upon a ftatute relating 
to that book indided, and bdbre I came to liberty 

jllmofl: out-lawcd> ^ as your worfliip Mi!. Gerard 

kiiow$ 
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kncfwu^ Maft. of Reqtteftsl What fcwptiire hare 
ypa ta - ground yoar confcieiKje agamd.thtfe gar** 
nicntsf? Whitc^ TPhe^wbolc fcripcures arie- for de- 
ftroying' idolatry, iand CT«ry thing. t1Jatji>eIoi^s to 
it. Maft.iReqi Thefe^ things never^ fefrecEjto ida*: 
latry.' Wftite;.Sho«igli jt-they arenherfcineriwhadi- 
h^jrejofore were; afedr tb'ithaft 'pbrpofe Reg; 
Where te the plafce ixrhciife f>tfeefe ' aiic tferbadefa J 
White. ^IvL' Deutigroaomy '^ ahd '^ either ptoc^, ' thg 
i^alslltes irt)C dniy are commanded to deftroy- ali^rsj 
gfdvesV'and images^ with' all thcreto^rbelbfigiiigy 
but alf^to zhdi&i their veiy nanles; !and:Qo^>^ 
liaiah cotnraandeth'bot to p^ttit^ otirifel¥cs^^' With: the' 
garments of the image, btit lb oaft'itC^i^ay as d 
menftrtious cloiit. 'Maftl Rolls. Thefe -aft tw pai'D 
of idolatry, -'But' aiti^c'6mnia«^cd*» by tlie '^ptinccf 
fdr civil order, ''arid if you' will ' hot be ordei^ed,* 
you iftiew yourfelf difobedient • to tfie fewsi' Whiter 
I 'would:not willingly difobey any laW, only I Would 
atoid thofe thingi which are nol: warfantii} • by 
the word of God. ''Maft. Req. Thefd'ar'i Com- 
mand'ed by aft of parliament, and fn' '^^Hfobtf^ingf 
the laws of your - coufatry you difobiy * -"Ood> 
White. I db It not of contciapt,- but of odnfcictice| 
in all other thmgs I am an obedlerit ^fiibjeftj 
L. C. J. Tfiiou art a contemptuous *fcB<y*J and 
will not obey the laws. White. Not h,' my*' LbrdJ 
I do and will obey the laws, and therefore *" rtfu^ 
fing but a ceremony out o^ cdnfcleiice, • attd refu- 
fing the penalty for the fame, I reft ft ffr a good fub- 
jcft. L. C. J. The Queen's majefty wag otcrfc^ 
not to make you of her council, to ttiake laws 

and 
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and orders for religion. White, N<« fo ifty lord, 
I am to obey the /laws, wirraflted by the word 
of God. L. C. J. Do the Queen's laws commaod 
any thing againft the word oF God ? White. Ido 
not fay fo «tiy Lord. . L. C. J. Yes, marry, you Mo, 
and there I will hold you. Wfeite. Only God- and hit 
laws are abfolutely peifeft: all men arid their 
lavrs may err. L. C J. This is one of Shaw\ 
darlings: I tell thee what,t \^iU fiot fay any thing 
of affeftion, for 'I knoW thee not favihg by this 
occafion ; thou art the wickedeft and moft con- 
temptuous perfon* that iias come before me fincc I 
fat in this comraiffion- White. Not fo my Lord 
my confcieriee witneffeth otherwife. Maft Req. 
What if the Queen fhould command to wear a 
gray frize gown, would you come to church then ? 
White. That were more tolerable, than that 
God's minifters Ihould wear the habit of his ene- 
mies. L. C. J. How if flie Ihould connnand to 
wear • a fools coat, ' and a cock's comb i White., 
That were very uufecmly^ my 'Lord, for God's 
minifters. ' Dean Weft. You will iiot then Be obc- 
dient to - the Queen's commands. - Whrte. I wduld 
only avoid thofe things that have no warrant in the 
word of God, that are neither decent nor edifying, 
but flatly the contrary, ^ - and are condemned 
by all the reformed churches.' L.' C ]. Ym 
would have no laws.' White. If there were no 
laws, I would live like' a' chrFftian, and do no 
Wrong ; if I deceived any, fo it ' were.; L. C. J. 
Thou art a rebel. White. Not fo my Lord, a 
frue fubjcft. L* C. J. Teiaf, I fwcar by God, thou 

art 
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art a yery rebel, for thou wouldcft dhaw thy 
fword and lift up thy hand againft thy Prince, if 
time, ferved. White. I thank God, my heart 
ilandeth towards .God and my Prince^ and God 
will not condemn though your honour hath fa 
judged. L. C J. Take him away- White. I will 
fpeak a word which I am fure will offend, and 
yet I mud fpeak it j I heard the name of God 
taken in vain ; If I had done it, it would have 
been .a greater oi$ence than that which I (land here for. 
Mr Gerard. White, White, jou don't behave your- 
felf well. White. I pray your worlhip, (hew me 
wherein, and I will beg pardon and amend ic 
L. G. J. I may fwear in: a matter of charity. 
White. There is no fuch occaiion : but becaufe ic 
IS bruited that at my 1^ .coming before you, I 
denyed the fupremacy of "^my^> pnnce, I defire your 
honour's worfhip with all that be prefent to bear 
witnefs that I acknowledge her majefty, the chief 
governor next Chrift, oyer all caufe within, her 
dominions, and to this I will fubfcribe. I acknow-* 
ledge the book of articles, and the book of com- 
mon prayer, as far as they agree with the word 
of God. I acknowledge the fubftance of the 
doctrines and facraments of the church to be , found 
and iincere ; and fo do I of rites and orders^ a$ 
far as they agree to the word of God. Dean 
of Weft. You will not then allow that all things 
in the book of common prayer, are taken out of 
the word of God. White. Though they Ihould 
be fo, yet being done by men, 1 cannot give them 
the fame warrant as the writings of the Holy 

^ Ghoft. 
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ghoft. L. C. J. Take him away. White. I would 

to the Lord Jefus, that njy two years imprifon- 

ment might be a means of having thefe matters 

fairly decided by the word pf God, and the 

judgment of other reformed churches. L. C. J. 

Tfou (hall be committed I warrant you. White. 

Pray, my Lord, let me have juftice ; I am unjuflly 

committed; I defire a copy of my prefentment. 

1». C. J. You fhall have your head from your 

flioulders; have him to the Gate-houfe. White. I 

pray you commit me |to fome prifon in London, 

that I may be near my houfe. L. C, J. No, Sir, 

you fhall go thither. White. I have paid fines 

and fees in other prifons, fend me not where I 

fliall pay -them over again. L. C. J. Yes, marry 

Ihall you ; this is your glory. White. I defire 

HO fuch glory. L. G. J. It will coft you twenty, 

— I warrant you, before you come out. White, 

God's vjill be done* 

This examination may help to (hew how ill 
grounded feveral of tliofe complaints were, which 
were made againft the diffenters, with regard to 
the rudenefe and indecency of their behaviour 
before their fuperiors. Such treatment was fuffi^ 
cient to have provoked perfons of the calmcfl: 
difpofitions to utter unadvifed fpeeches; and yet 
we find in the cafe of White, that he behaved 
with great temper, and fpoke with much . refpeft: 
and decency to his judges. The barbarous and 
rough behaviour of the chief jufi:ice, could not 
draw vfrom him one difrefpeftful fentence againfl^ 
qither the QiJ^^o> ^^^ Bi (hops, or the Judges, It 
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has been accounted a great fin in the non-coti- 
formifts of thofe times, to depart from the comr 
xpuDion of the eflabliftied church, and Stripe in 
his life of Archbifhop^ Parker, make^ it a - matper 
pf great lamentation; but as thefp Puritans were 
perfuaded that the many things impofed upoa 
jhem were finful, they did no more than what 
was their duty, when- they refufed to fubmit to 
human dqgmas, contrary to the diftates of their 
Own minds. It is no reflexion upon lawful author 
rity, npr difobedience to civil authority to refufc 
fubjeftion with regard to things which do not lie 
within their jurifdiftion. blatters of confcience, 
are totally beyond all civil jurifdiftion. If men 
pretend confcience to deftroy civil fociety, and 
the rights of mankind, they are liable to 
be puniflied fqr injuflice, and an affault 
committed againft the community; but though 
they refufe to qbferve eftabliflied mode? qf 
Worfhip, they are not worthy^ of punifliment, 
*Vinlefs they pretend to hinder others to do h* 
"Whoever endeavours to impofe their opinions 
upon odiers, upon civil pains and punifli- 
jnent, are gqilty of an allault upon fociety, and 
deferve to be qorrefted by the civil magiftrate, 
for attacking the liberties of others. The chief 
xnagiftrate is the appointed guardian of human liberty, 
and it is his duly to fecure every fubjeft iq his 
right, and privilege? ; and there can be no pri- 
vilege dearer to men than the freedom to fervc the 
Almighty according as their own confciences direft 

them. 


( i»7 ) 

tliem, by meaas of divine revelation. I£ the Puri- 
tans raeanr to impofe their opinions upon the efta- 
blifhcd clergy, otherwife than by evidence and ar- 
gument, they deferved the treatment Mrhich they 
met veith ; but it was cruel and iniquitous to punifli 
them for not conforming to other men's opinions, 
when they had no evidence that they v^ere right, 
but believed that they were wrong. 

This feverity tbwards the diffenters, inftead of 
diminiftiing their party, encreafed their numbers. 
Pity which generally takes fides with the afflifted and 
diftreffed, moved multitudes to join the Puritans, and 
efpoufe their intereft. The fimplicity of their 
manners, and their fortitude under their afflictions, 
made ftronger impreffions on the minds of others: 
than either their written defences or their fermons; 
and fuch as faw how meekly and refolutely they 
fuffered, could not refill the impreffion which this 
appearance made upon them. Without confulting;, 
their' owii fafety or fearing the danger which 
might attend their countenancing people, who Ivere 
the objefts of court and clerical vengeance, 
multitudes flocked to the perfecuted minifters, and; 
fliared with them in their fhame and fufferings.' 
Aflifted by a refpeftable party of the laity, the 
minifters proceeded to exercife all the parts of 
their minifterial funftions, in as private a niafi-' 
ner as they could ; and to fupport one another 
as far as poffible, they figned a proteftation them- 
felvds, which all their congregations joined in : this 
confifted of a reprefentation of their cafe, and an c- 
numeration of the'evils which attended the impofition 
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of ufclefs ceremonies and habits upon the church ; 
and concluded with a declaration of fubjeftion to the 
ordinances of God, which they now profeffed to 
adhere to. Such as loved eafe, and were not fo 
zealous in the caufe of religion, joined thcmfelves 
to the French and Dutch churches to avoid per- 
fecution; but the Queen and her cbuncil found 
a method to deprive them of this retreat. Letters 
were written by the council to the Dutch church 
in London, dated April, one thoufand five hundred 
and feventy three, wherein they Iharply reproved 
them for giving countenance to the Puritans, and 
threaten them, in the Queen's name, with banifh- 
ment, if they continued to receive her Majefty's 
fubjefts into their church. Many methods were 
tried to bring, the Queen and Bifliops to mode- 
ration, but all in vain; the letters from foreign 
churches and divines were defpifed^ and the dif- 
fenters perfecuted without mercy. No intercefGon 
was regarded when made for the Puritans, though 
the papifts were fufFered to live peaceably, with- 
out any moleftation. Elizabeth never ihewed mercy 
except when the rules of her policy difpofed 
her to it ; and it may be truly faid of her that 
mercy wa$ a feeling fhe was feldom affeSed with; 
flie was naturally and deliberately untender and 
fevcrc. 

This year the praftice of prophefying, 

1574. or expounding the fcriptures, which had 

begun in the year one thoufand four 

hundred and feventy one, was difchargcd by the 

Queen's appointment. The Archbifliop complained 

that 
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that thcfc affociations were femiqarics of puritanifnv; 
and declared to the Queen, that the more avcrfe 
the people were to popery, that they were ia 
more danger of non-conformity ; that by thefe 
afTemblies and exercifes, the Puritan minifters rea- 
dered themfelves popular, and made the people 
fo inquifitive, that they w ould . not fubmit to the 
orders of their fuperiors as became them* It is 
hardly credible if hiftory and experience did not 
both confirm it, that any . perfoijs bearing the 
charafter of paftors, could envy the increafe of 
knowledge among their fellow chriftians, or fear 
the confequences of a free enquiry and debate 
concerning religion; yet. it is :manifeft, that the 
mod {hining charafters. in' the kingdoms of this 
world, have always been averfe to freedom of 
enquiry, among the common .people. Barker was 
glad to find that the Queen agreed with him in 
this great objeft of his hatred, and proceeded 
without lofs of time, to banifli all thefe prophefy- 
ings out of his province. He? began with Nor- 
wich, and endeavoured to .purge that diocefe of 
thefe unn.eceirary excercifes of rejigiori-, biit the 
Bilhop, who. was^ a religious man,i:W«as not fond 
of this new kind of difciplhie; he loved religion, 
and was not inclined, that there -fliould be any, 
interruption made to it within his jurifdi^ian. He 
wrote a letter to his Grace of Canterbury, wherein 
he- fignified his diffatisfaftion at this new method 
of church oeconomy. The Archbiftxop was chaw 
grined at this letter, for the contents were far. 
from pleafing him; he therefore wrote another 
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q)iftle to his chaplain in that dioccfc, full of fe- 
vcre r^eftions againft the conduft of the Bifhop 
of Norwich. His Grace of Norwich wrote a letter 
to the privy council, who were as yet ignorant 
of thefe proceedings) and- were furprized at the 
Archbifliop's inftruftioos. They, upon this, ordered 
his lord(hip to fupport the prophcfyings, and s 
wrote a letter to him for that purpofc, figncd by 
T. Smith, Wa* Afildmay, Edwin, Biihop of Lon- 
don ; Francis Knollys. This furprized and net- 
tled Parker; ir was an unexpefted mortification, 
to find his darling projeft contradifted by an or- 
der of the privy council, whom he imagined were as 
bent upon perfecuting meafures as himfelf ; yer, 
for the time, he diflemblcd his Chagrin. Parker's 
averfion to thefe prophefyings was fo ftrong, that 
it was not a fmall o^pofitioa to his meafures that 
could make him give up his enterprizej he there- 
fore acquainted the Queen with the injunftions of 
the privy council concerning the continuation of 
thefe prophefying focieties> contrary to her exprcfs 
command ; and defired to underftand by what 
authority they had iffued fuch iojunftions. The 
privy council finding the Queen offended at their 
proceeding, ceafed to interfere any farther in this 
affair, and left her in full poffcflion of the viftoryt 
The old Biihop of Norwich was obliged to yield, 
and wrote to his chancellor to fupprefs thefe fo- 
cieties. This difagreeable employment ' broke his 
heart, and he died foon after. Biihop Parkhiirft, 
was chaplain to Queen Katherine Parr, and tutor 
to Bifhop Jewel, In the reign of Mary, he fltd 
4 to 
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to Zurich in Switzerland/ and remained an exile 

all the time of her reign. He was a great friend 

of thq Puritans, and was always unwilling to treat 

them fevcrcljr. He often remonftrated againft the 

feverities of the A^hbiihop, and with reluftance 

obeyed his orders. He appears to haye been a 

good man, and |s faid to have been a learned 

divine, and zealous proteftant. Some religious peor 

pie in Cambridgfliirp, were accuftomed to aifemble 

on holidays, and pn other occaiions, after they 

had finiflied their work, to read the fcriptures 

and confirm one another in the faith of the 

chriftian religioa, asd pradice of morality : the 

commiflioners were informed of thefe ajQTemblies, 

and commande4 the clergy in thefe parifhes to 

fupprefs thefe unlawful meetings, as they were 

difpofcd to call them* Thefe plain honefl people 

declared, that they had no intention of difturbing 

the peace of ejther church or ftate, butaffembled 

for their mutual edification, and to promote bro"* 

therly love and charity. Their own account, of 

their affemblies is worthy of recording. They 

fay, formerly we have at divers times fpent and 

confumed our holy days vainly, in drinking at xhc 

ale-houfe, and playing at cards and dice, and other 

vain paftimes, not meet for us, ^d fuch of our 

calling and degree, for which we have been often 

blaincd by our parfon§ : we thought it better to 

beftpw that time in foberly and godly reading the 

fcripturc§, only fof the purppfes^ aforefaid, and 

no other* We do. not favour or mainuin any of 

the QpiRiOAS of thp ^naj^^ptifts^ Puritans, Papifts, 

or 
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or Libertines, but would be glad to learn our 
duty towards God, our Prince and raagiftrates, 
towards our families and neighbours, in fuch fort 
as becomes good, faithful arid obedient fubje^ls ; 
and it is our greateft and only defire, to live, 
follow, and perform the fame, accordingly as God 
fliall give us grace. But the Archbifliop was not 
fo much afraid of drunkennefs, cards and dice, as 
of praying and reading the foriptures* Revelation 
opens the underftandings of men, and teaches them 
to judge for themfelves, in what pertains to re- 
ligion, and is cxceeeding dangerous to all forts 
of hierarchy in the churchy except that of Jefus 
Chrift, which teaches it in its utmoft latitude. Par* 
ker well knew, that a few ignorant men are far 
cafier impofcd on, than fuch as know that liberty 
wherewith thrift hath made them free; for this 
reafon he was an enemy to that fort of exercife* 
which tends to improve the minds of men in re- 
ligious knowledge. 

Sampfon, Dean of Chrifl's church, Oxford, re- 
figned his lefture this year, being ftruck with a 
palfey, and no longer able to do duty. Sampfon 
was a man of great honefty and integrity, and 
fulFered much for the fake of a good confcience; 
he ufed great freedom with his fuperiorSj and as 
a faithful brother both reproved their fins, and 
pointed out their duty to them : he was not afraid of 
dignity nor power when his duty required him 
to fpeak or aft. His letters to Gfindai fhew the 
goodncfs of his heart, and the uprightnefs of his 
difpoiition. The pageantry of a Bifliops train did 
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iiot appear' to hira confident with that humility 
"which the gofpel requires; fohthis reafon he 
puts Grindal in mind of the fnares he was ex- 
po fed to,, by complying with what was inconfiftcnt 
with a good confcience, and the fimplicity of re- 
Kgioh. Such plainnefs will be reckoned among men 
who' guide their converfatioa ty thefr worldly 
inrereft, rude and imprudent; but at the fame 
time,' that their paffions condemn the meafurcs, 
their confciences muft ' commend the man, and ap- 
prove of his freeddm and honefty. . • 

Parker, about this time, pretended todifcover'a 
plot, which iri the end' raifed much ridicule a- 
gainiE hi'ili ; he was fond of hearing ftories, and 
lifteiied tc> all * the reports which were told him: 
concerning the non-conformifts. ' One of his fer- 
vants coritrived a fliam plot, with a defign to 
difgrace the Puritans, and rcj^orted that one 
XJndertree, and Tome others, had agreed to mur-' 
der the Lord Treafurer, and thfe Archbiihop. Par- 
ker was alarmed' at this' news^ ^nd almofl: fright*' 
ened out of his fenfes • he knew" that the Puri- 
taiisf owed him no favours, and -believed' the re- 
ality of this confpiT^cy which never exifted, ex- 
cept in the falfe- report of his fervant, and his 
own difordercd imagination. He immediately wrote 
to the L6rd Treafurer, an account of this con-* 
fpiracy, in fuch . an incoherent inanner, which ' 
fticwed the concern he was in, and the deep im- 
prcflion the fear thereof made upon him: he faid 
that this* horrible confpiracy had fo aftoniflied him, 
that his will and memory were quite gone, and 

Vol. IL B h ^^'i^ed 


( 194 ) 

miked that he were dead before he fliould lee 
with his bodily eyes, that ^hich was now brought 
to a full ripenefs. He prayed that the difcovcrer 
of the confpiracy might be protefted and honour- 
ably rewarded, and the confpirators punilhed with 
the utmofl: (everity, otherwife the end would be 
worfe than the beginning. Parker, to diffetnble 
his fear, pretended that his chief concern was 
for the fafety^ of the Queen, and Treafurer ; for 
he faid he was afraid when wicked men attempted 
to deftroy ;hofe who were near her Majefty's 
perfon, that they would at laft niiake an attempt 
upon her alfo j and that even the Earl of Lei- . 
cefter, whd pretended to be her bofqm friend 
would fling her, when he had an opportunity. 
The Archbiflxop.fent proper officers to apprehend 
fome of the chief of the Puritans, whom he 
fufpefted; but after the matter was fairly en- 
quired into, it appeared .to be a mere contrivance 
of the Bifhop's fervant, to bring difgrace upon 
the Puritans. The Archbi(hop's r^utation fuffer- 
ed prodigioufly by this plot; all impartial people 
blamed him for imprifoning men of charafter and 
reputation, upon fuch idle reports. The Puritans 
called in queftion his honour, but more difputed 
his honefly; the Bifliop of London, and Dr 
Chatterton, of Queen's college, Cambridge, reflcft- 
cd upon him feverely ; which provoked him to 
give them fome very ungenteel names ; he called 
them chatterers, and faid he cared not two chips 
for all that ^ they could prove againfl him. 

The 
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The laft public afts which Parker wjis 
employed in, were vifiting the Diocefe of 1575^ 
Winch cftcr, and th^ Ifle of Wight; whore 
he ufed fuch feverities as will perpetuate his me- 
mory with dilgrace, to the lateft poftcrity. Many 
foreign proteftants, and feafaring people of all 
countries, reforted to this illand, which occalioned 
the habits and ceremonies not to be fo (lri£lly 
obferved, as in other places ; becaufe their trade 
and commerce required liberty. When the Arch- 
bifhop came thither with his retinue, without 
regarding the welfare of the ifland, he turned 
out all thofe minifters who refufed the habits, 
and ihut up their churches. The inhabitant^, 
were fo much provoked at this outrageous be- 
haviour, that they fent their complaints to the 
Earl of Leicefter, who made fuch a reprefcntaT 
lion of their cafe to the Queen, that flie gave 
immediate orders for all things to return to their 
former channel; and when Parker came to court, 
after he had finifhed .his vifitation, her Majcfty 
received him coldly and declared her difpleafure 
againft his feverities. Several other , complaints 
were made againft him, by perfons^ of diftinflion, 
but inftead of foftening his temper, they only 
provoked his fpleen ; and drew from him an angry 
letter to tha Lord Treafurer, wherein he com- 
plains of the intereft of the Puritans at court, 
and the inconftancy and ficklenefs 'of fome Bifliops, 
who were nof difpofcd to follow him in the un- 
godly paths of perfecuiion. The whole extent 
of the Britifh dominions, feverely fek the influ- 
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cnce of our Archbifliop's power, except the 
iflands of Guernfey, . and Jerfey; thefe had been. 
an afylum for the French , refugees, fince the time 
of the niaffacre at Paris ; and lying upon the 
coafls of France, were chiefly inhabited by peo- 
ple of that nation, who were allowed the ufe of 
the Geneva, or French difcipline, by the permif- 
fion of the Lords of. the council, Meflfrs. Cart- 
wright and Snape, were invited . to affift the 
minifters- there, informing a proper plan of difcir 
pline for their churches : this was a happy cir- 
cumflance for Cartwright, who being banifhed. 
from his native country, enjoyed a quiet retreat 
in thefe iflands. About this time, thefe twq divines 
aflifted in compofing a form of difcipline^ for the 
churches in thefe parts, which continued till the 
latter end of the reign of King James the firft, 
when the liturgy of the church of . Englatid was. 
eftabliflied there. . . ... 

Amidft all the fevcricies (hewed to the nourcpn* 
formifts, the Queen fliewed a; wonderful partiality 
to papifts; and though they, were the moft inve- 
terate enemies to her perfon and government, flie 
often fliewed them inftances of clemency, which 
appeared more like ipecial favours than afts of 
mercy. She often releafed them out of 
prifon, and connived at their religious aflfemblies, 
of which, at this time, there were five hundred 
and upwards in IJngland. Many of her Majefty's 
fcrvanis reforted to the Portugal EmbaflTador's houfe, 
where mafs was publicly faid } and becaufe the 
Sheriffs and Recorder of London diflurbed them, 

they 
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they were fcnt to the Fleet prifon by the Queen's 
fpecial Gommand, At this very fea.foa the papifts 
were preaching againft; thq Queen's life, and ufing 
all methods to perpetuate their own religion. Se- 
minaries of learning were at this tiqie erefted, 
and endowed in fevcral places of Europe for 
educating Englilh youth, and for providing a 
fiicceffion of miffionaries to be fent into Eng- 
land/or the propagation of their faith. -The firfl: 
of ihefe was erefted when the kingdom was ex-? 
communicated, and many others were crefted af-; 
terwards to the great prejudice of the pfoteftant 
religion. Thp popifh Princes cotitributed lit^erally. 
to this piouQ defign, . an<i the Englifh catholics^ 
gave their utmoft afliftance to promote it. Large 
fums of money were annually carried out of Eng- 
land to maintain young men intended for the fup- 
pori: of popery. The number oi thefe colleges 
encreafed in a fliort time to a great length, and 
the number of fludents which frequented them 
from England was incredible. The firft was found- f^ 
cd at Douay, in one jhoufand five hundred and 
fixty-nine, by Philip, King of Spain;— the fecond 
at Rome, in one thoufand five hundred and fe- 
venty-nine^ . by Vopt Gregory the thirteenth ;— 
the third at Valladolid, in one thoufand five hun- 
dred and eighty-nine,: by the King of Spain; — 
the fourth at Seville, in one thoufand five hoa- 
dred and ninety-three, by the fame; — the fifth, 
ai Saint Omers, in one thoufand five, hundred 
and , ninety-fix, by the famis;— the fixth at Ma-* 
drid, in pne thoufand jGx hundred and fix, by 
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jofcph Crefwd, Jcfuit; — the fevcnth at Lon. 
vaine, in the fame year, by Philip the third, ting 
of Spain;— the eighth at Leige, one thoufand 
fix hundred and fixteen, by the Archbifhop of 
that country; — ^the ninth at Ghent, in one thou- 
fand fix hundred and twenty-four, by PhiKp the 
fourth. This fliews the zeal of the Roman ca- ' \ 
thplics for propagating their religion, and the 
folly of the Englifh government in this reign, in 
giving fo much countenance to a rehgion which 
is calculated to cnilave every nation, wherever it is 
profeiTed. Thefe colleges in a fhort time anfwer- 
ed the end of their inftitution ; fdr in a few 
years after, the two colleges of Douay and Rome 
fent over three hundred priefls to England^ and 
it is reafonable to fiippofe the reft would not re- ' 
. main idle. This year the family of Lov6 began 
to appear in England ; this k& took its Yik from 
one Henry Nicholas,, a Dutchman, and are faid 
to hay:e maintained very ftrange opinions ; but 
as their adverfaries have chiefly written their 
hiftory, it is to be fuppofed, that moft of the 
colouring is exaggerated: we fhall hear more of 
this people in the fequel of this hiftory. 

The penal laws were aboiit this time feverely ex- 
ecuted againft the anabaptifts : they were moftly 
Germans who had fled from perfecution in their 
own countries ; and it was a great breach of hof- 
pitality to pcrfecute them in a ftrange land, when 
they lived peaceably. There were two fort6 of 
them ; one who difiered from other proteflants only 
with regar^ to the fubjeft and mode of bsiptifin, ano* 
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\her who were wild enthufiaftj, and had in' theif 

own countries committed many extravagancies^ 

They talked concerning religion in a wild and 

unintelligible manner^ and turned the greateft part 

of the fcriptures into allegory; thefc being join- / 

ed with refl in the fame name and denominati* 

on^ brought . the others into difgrace. Seven and 

twenty of them were apjM-ehended in a private 

houfe, on Eafter-day, this year, where they were 

aSembled for worfhip, of whom four recanted 

the fdlowing points with which they Were charg^- 

cd. I. That Qirift took not flefh of the fubftancc 

of the Virgin. 2. That infants bprn of faithful 

parents^ ought to be rebaptized. 3. That no 

chriflian man ought to be a magiftrate. 4. That 

it is not lawful for a chriflian man to take an 

oath, The^reft refufing to abjure, two of them 

who were Dutchmen, were burnt, whofe names ^^ 

were John Wielmacker and Hendrick TerWort. 

The Dutch congregation interceded^ for their 

lives, and Mr Fox wrote to the Queeti in their 

favours, but Ihc was. inexorable* This was a 

great reproach to all protectants who prbfelled an 

aWiorrence of popery j for it. was aftlng upon one 

of the, leading principles 'of the church. of" JRome^ 

that it is lawful to. bum heretics: it was alfo aft- 

ing contrary to the laws. of hofpitality, which re* 

quire, that ftrangers, while they behave foberly^ 

fhould be well ufed : : but this was nothing to- 

Elizabeth, who never regarded any laws, wheii 

file could ferve her own interefl by tranfgreffing 

them^ 
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Archbifhop Parker died a Uttle before thefe 
heretics were burnt, and did not enjoy the plea- 
fure of feeing this execution of the laws' againft 
herefy, which he abhorred more than all other 
crimes. He Avas born at Norwich, in the: year 
one thoufand^-five hundred- and- four, and educated 
in Bennet' cdlleg^e, Cambridge. He" married in 
the' reigt) of Edward the fixth,' and on that account 
was obligfed^to live privately," during the' reign' of 
Mary. When Elizabeth came to the throne, he 
was promoted to the fee of Canterbury, as a per- 
fon , fhe . found ' qualified to purfue her arbitrary 
meaTur(S$,* Me was a' perfpn of ftrong pafibns, 
which he feldo'm endiSavotrted; to reltrain; his 
leading charafter is. thac' of i cruel and' fevcre 
maa toward^ thofe; that ' difFeted from, him' in 
matters of." 6pini6n.' He was "a perfect flave to 
the prerpgativ.e of (he Queen/ahdthe uniformity 
of the church; upon Which he ingrafted the moft 
arbitrary principles, and 'the nioft tyrannical prac- 
tice that almoft ever . appeared in a dergytrian^; he 
was. a Papift , in all things, except the nache, 
and more cruel to proteftants, who would Hot 
fubmit to his arbitrary diftates, -than mbfl: of "the 
Romatj catholic Bifhop^.; It do'^s' not appear from* 
the account of his life,* tha^ He *wag either dili- 
gent' in his funflion, or' pious in hi^ a&s of devo- 
tion.' The fabbath.day wis generally one? of his 
feaft days; ,on which he indulged himjfelf to an 
excefs, inconfiftent with his epifcopal ' charafter. 
He was a man of confider'able learning, 'and well 
{killed in ecclefiaftical antiquity, as appears from 

his 
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ilis Ahtiquitates Britannicse. He left his papers to 
Bennet college library, where he received his 
education, which have been of great fervice to 
the feveral writers of the hiftofy of the reforma* 
cion. He died ct the ftone in the feventy fecond 
year of his age, and was interred in Lambeth 
chapel the fixth of June, where his fabric refted 
till it Was removed by a private gentleman, who 
purCnafed the palaCe for a itianfion hoiife, at the 
^nd of the civil wars. The admirers of church 
power have extolled him, as a perfon of great 
capaciry; but he appeals to haVe been one of 
thofe men whom the very praifes of his friends 
fuffidently condemn; 

Edmund Grindal, ArchbifhoJ) of Yofk, 
fuccefeded Parker, in the fee of Canter- 15 7 6; 
bury : Wheti he was an inferior, he walk- 
ed by the direftion of his fuperiors in peffecuting 
the Puritans, although from his principles which he 
had profefled, he was a friend to their feiitiments ; 
but wheii he came to be preferred, he altered 
his behaviour, and became a violent perfecuton 
He was a peffori of rlo great abilities, and had 
but an iddifierent moral charafter. 

This year a bill was preferred in parliament, 
for taxing fuch as did not come to church to re- 
ceive the facrament, With certain funis of tnoney ; 
but it was thought proper id drop it. The con-» 
Vocation were employed in framing articles con- 
cerning admitting perfons rightly (Qualified to the 
miniftfy, and eflabliftiing good order in the 
church : thirtcea of them were publiflied by a 
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Ik^nce from the Queen, though the great fcal was 
never affixed to them; but her Majefty would 
not give countenance to thefe two, for marrying 
at all times of the year, and for private baptifm, 
by a lawful minifter in cafes of neceffity. One of 
thefe articles makes void all licences for preach- 
ing, dated before the eighth of February, one 
thoufand five hundred and feventy-five ; but pro- 
vides that fuch as Ihall be thought meet for that 
office, fhould be re -admitted, without difficulty or 
expence. The defign of this was to clear the 
church of all non-conformifts ; and if all the 
Bifhops had purfued this plan heartily, it would 
have done it efFeftually ; for as no licences could 
have been obtained, without conformity to the 
habits and ceremonies, they were furc every 
confcientious Puritan would refufe, and by that 
means would have been excluded. If this prac- 
tice had taken place, the church would have had 
no minifters to have done duty, for the genera- 
lity of the conforming clergy were f6 ignorant 
and illiterate, that many of them could neither 
•read nor preach, fo as to be underftood. The 
non-conformift minifters fupplied the place of thefe 
ignorant church guides, and under the chara6ler 
of curates and leflurers, for a fmall recompence 
from the incumbent, with the voluntary bounty 
of the parHh, performed the offices of parifli mi- 
jarfters. As their manner of preaching was warm 
and affisftionate, they gained the minds of the 
people, and made a deep impreffion upon their 
hearts and affed|(»s ; they had all the appearance 
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of being interefted in their' fiibjeft, and really 
concerned for the happinefs of the fouls of thcii: 
hearers; this was more efFeftual to gain their 
efteem, than thofe dry flegmatic orations in which 
the fpeakcr appears noways interefted, but paf- 
fes over a few dull pages with the utmoft cooU 
nefs and indiflference. It has feldom or never 
fceen found in experience, that an audience has 
leen much afFefted with a ferraon, when the 
preacher delivered it with fuch drynefs and indif- 
ference, as if he did not believe his own doftrine : 
the Puritan minifters were generally religious, 
and their minds were bent upon the duties of 
their funftion ; their zeal kindled as they pro- 
ceeded in their difcourfes, and their words had 
all the appearance of proceeding from their hearts. 
To this they added dilligence in vifiting from 
houfe to houfe, reproving and exhorting, as oc- 
cafion required, which gave them fuch authority 
among their people, that their reproofs were 
feared, and their admonitions highly efteemed. 
The common people eafily perceived the differ- 
ence between thefe faithful teachers, and thofe 
hirelings, who ferved only for the love of gain, 
and readily placed their efteem where they per- 
ceived the greateft merit. The infipid dry prac- 
tice of reading fermons which was introduped in 
the reign of Henry the eighth, ifliied in a fleg- 
matic delivery, and carleffnefs of aftion, which 
is naturally difgufting to every denomination of 
'hearers; the fpeaker, with his eyes fixed con- 
ftantly on his papers, can with difficulty fpare a 
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complimentary glance to his audience, \^itbout 
miffing a period of his difcourfe, or being in 
danger of flopping in the middle of his fermon. 
Ihe confequence of this has always beep, and 
ftill is, the hearers either take a nap to them» 
felves, or weary for the turning over of the laft 
leaf of the fermon. 

Thcfe minifters notwithftanding their ftrift at^ 
tendance to their paftoral duties, continued their 
aflociations and private affemblies, for recovering 
the primitive order and difcipline of the church. 
This w*is a fad grievance to the Queen,, and the 
court of Bi(hops, who Were determined to oppofe 
all innovations of this Jcind. Though the Bir 
fhops confeffed every firft day of lent, that there 
was a godly difcipjine in the primitive church ; 
and that this difcipline is not at prefent ' exercifed 
in the church of England, and that it Is much 
to be wiflied that it were reftored; yet they 
endeavoured, as much as they were able, to pre- 
vent its refloranon. This ihews us, that liturgies,, 
and. public fervices, arc only infignificant collec- 
tions of words and phrafes, never to be taken in 
their ordinary meaning, except when it ferves the 
.private ends and purpofes of thofe who have the 
direction of the eftabli(hed religion. The mirei- 
fte s of Northampton, and Warwickfliire, in oi^e 
of their aifemblics, agreed upon fome rules of 
order and difcipline in their feveral pariflaes ; but 
^s foon asi the^ court received notice thereof, they 
\vere alarmed, and fent letters to the new Arcl^^ 
' gallop IP fupprefs them. His Grace was ready 
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to obey this order, and fent immediately to the 
Bifhops of thefe diocefes, to fee that all things 
were reduced to their former flate; and ia cafe 
of neceffuy, to fend for afliftaiice from himfelf, 
or the \tligh-coiKimiflioners. Upon this Meflrs 
Paget, and Oxenbridge, two leading men in the 
aflbciation, were apprehended and fent to London. 
There was another affociation this year, at 
Cockfield, in Suffolk, where fixty minifters affem- 
bled from Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgcfliire, to 
confer together, concerning the book of common 
prayer, and to come to forae agreement concern- 
ing what was to be obferved, and what they 
ought to reje£l. They at laft reduced their re- 
folutions to fo many heads, which were compofed 
in Latin, by Meffrs. Cartwright and Travers^^ in 
the following order : concerning minifters — church 
wardens— concerning deacons, or colleftors for 
the poor— Krlaffes or presbyterial affemblies. The 
intention of thefe conclufions was to endeavour 
^ reformation in the church, without feparation 
from her communion. The chief, thing which 
they debated was how far their conclufions were 
confident with the peace of the church, and 
how they might be made agreeable with epifco- 
pacy. Though they maintained that the people's 
call was effential to the paftorjl office, yet the 
greateft part admitted of ordination and induftion 
by the Bifhop only, as the officer appointed by 
law, that the mihifler might be able to claim his 
legal dues from the parifli. Thefe were fome of 
tijeir ^cliber^tions^ at thpfe nacetings^ which (hew 
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that they did not intend to forfake the church, 
unlefs in cafes of great neceffity. 

Doftor Freke fucceeded Parkhurft, Biibop 
of Norwich, whom we mentioned before, and 
who died but lately ; he was a man of a very dif- 
ferent temper, and quite agreeable to the mind 
of the Queen: in his firft vifitation, he fliewed 
what might be expefted from him, for he fuf- 
pended all who were efteemcd by the people, 
and who would not conform in every particular* 
In the neighbourhood of Norwich, he fufpended 
Meffrs John More, Richard Crick, George Leeds, 
Thomas Rebeck, and Richard Dowe. Thefe 
minifters fent an addrefs to the Queen and 
her council for relief, but were informed, that 
her Majcfty was fully bent to urge uniformity, 
and would remove all who would not conform to 
the eftablifhed orders. In this diocefe fufpenfi* 
ons and deprivation fucceeded fo faft, that, .to 
mention all the names and cafes of the deprived 
minifters, would appear more like a nomencla- 
ture than a hiftory. Mr Stroud, of Cranbrook, 
had been fufpended before the death of Parker, 
but had returned to his parifli church ; the Arch- 
bifhop was informed that he was a difturber of the 
peace and forbad him to continue his ufual ex* 
ercifes in the church, and leave the country; 
but he was fo univerfally beloved, that almoft 
the whole county of Kent figned petitions in Ms 
favour, and begged his continuance. 

James Pilkington, Bifhop of Durham, died this 
year : He was a man of a peaceable temper, and 
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a^verfe to all perfecutioa ; he foffcred much for 
religion in the reign of Mary^ but upon Eliza- 
l>etb's acceiliony he was appointed to the See of 
!Durham : he ^ was accounted a found diyine^ and 
a man of much learning, but could hardly be 
pcrfuaded to receive the habits, which he did 
not at all approve of. He was a great friend to 
the non-conformifts, whom he fimpathized with in 
their fufferings, though he could not relift the op- 
pofition which was made to them, nor fave them 
from their fuiferings except in his own Diocefe* 
He died lamented, and was honoured after his 
death: Doftor Humphreys and Mr Fox wrote 
funeral verfes upon him, as a mark of their ef- 
teem ; and all the Puritans in general loved him. 
In thefe times it was fuch a rare thing to find a 
Bifhop not a perfecuter, that every inftancc there- 
of was accounted a remarkable blef&ng. Mr Ed- 
ward Deering died alfo this year, whofe name has 
been already mentioned. He was a non-confor- 
mift divine, of an ancient family in Kent, and 
educated in Chriit College, Cambridge. He 
was a diligent preacher, a learned man, and a 
fine orator ; he never could reconcile his mind to 
Bifliops and ceremonies, but bore a zealous tef- 
timony againft thenjt. In one of his fermons be- 
fore the Queen, he ufcd the freedom to fay, that in 
her afieflions her motto was tanquam ovisy i. e. ag 

a (hcep; but now it might be tanquam wdomifa 
Juvinca^ as an untamed heifer ; for which he was 
forbidden to preach any more at court, and loft 

all his preferments in the church. The notion 

which 
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\^hich prevailed in thefe days that minift^t-s miglif 
fay any thing to princes \;irhen they were in the 
pulpit, and reprove theiti in itianner of the an- 
cient prophets, led many of the 2iealoas non- 
Conformifts to trangrefs the laws of prudende, ta 
the prejudice of theif caufe .and thefr own fafe- 
ty. Even fome of thefe niinifters in th?s feign 
believed, th^t they Were as milcb moved to par* 
ticularize the crimes of great perfons^ as thofe 
prophets whom God raifed up of old ta reprove 
the Jewi(h princes. This often moved thera to 
ufe freedoms, which they were not called to by 
their office, and WhicH they had no wafraht for 
from the New Teftament. The tiotioiis of theo- 
cracy prevailed in their theory of religion, which 
led theiti "to mix their religious difcourfes with 
politics, and made them' frequently rail at the court, 
which on many octafions provoked therr fupc- 
iriors to perfecute thera when they were not think- 
ing of it. Thefe minifters were. undoubtedly ill ufed, 
and their oppreffion was intolerable : the Queeit 
was naturally fevere, and hated their principles ; but 
this Was a reafon why they (hould have been moref 
cautious, and avoided giving unneceflary offence. 

Grindal endeavoured to regulate the pro* 
1577. phefyings, and attempted to render them a^ 
inoffenfive as poflible ; he favoured this prac- 
tice ; but the Queen was refplved to abolilh them, 
and ordered the Archbifhop ro caufe them to be 
laid afide. She faid it was for the good of the church 
that there were few preachers, and that three or 

four in a county were fufficient; mod of the biihops 

com* 
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hit the Afchbiifaop remained obflinatd; he Hdcl 
compKed with many other feverities, but his con* 
icience would not permit him to proceed in this 
point : preaching the gofpel he believed necefla- 
ry tO' the church, and he would not comply 
with having thefc exercifes removed. He wrote 
a letter to the QuecUj remonftrating againft her 
orders, containing his reafons for refufing to o- 
bey them, which fo provoked Elizabdth^ that 
flie was refolved to make an example of him, for 
t terror to othersi Nothing incenfed her mord 
than to difpute her authority : this was what fhe 
cduld not endure ; (he therefore, by atn order front 
the ftar-chamber, confined him to his houfe* This 
was fuch an exertion of the royal prerogative, 
as Was no. Ways cotififtent with the Englilh 
donftitutiom Elizabeth fhewed herfelf in this 
the head of ' the church of England^ with ^ 
tengencej when, without cdnfulting the biihops, 
or any of the clergy afffcmbled in convocation, 
fhe could pronounce fo pdfitively concerning reli* 
gion, and confine the primate of all England in 
his houfe^ for a ttiatter of confcience. This 
Was even more than eveif her father did^ 
without fome prodefs of coloiir of* law. Hepry ' 
ordinarily prevailed, on others to affift him: his 
parliameiit arid the bifliops were at his devotion; 
but Elizabeth conful ted none in this aft of. her 
prerogative^ which (hews how abfolute flie was 
In ' every afl! of her government* Grindal was 
perfuaded to* make his fubmiffion, Which he did 
b part ; but wcJuId not retraft his opinion con- 
Voh IL . D d cern 
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cerning the cxercifes of prophefying, nor confefe 
bis forrow for what had happened. Elizabeth 
yras once determined to have deprived himj fcut 
this was thought too hard. She did not proceed 
to this ftep, yet Grindal never recovered the 
favour of the Queen. 

It was about this time that Mr Lever diedj 
he was once a great favourite of the Queen, but 
upon refufing the habits, he fell under her dif- 
pleafure : he was mafter of Saint John's College, 
Cambridge, in the reign of Edward the fixth, 
apd was accounted one of the moft eloquent preach- 
ers in thofe times. He was a zealous defender of 
the proteflant religion, and fufiered much on ac- 
count thereof, in the reign of Queen Mary. 
When Elizabeth came to the throne, he might 
have been preferred to the higheft dignity in the 
church, provided he could have agreed with 
the. terms of fubfcription, and the habits; but 
refufing to comply, he was fufpended by the 
ecclefiaftical commiilioners. His merits were fo 
confiderable, that on account thereof, and the in- 
tereft of his friends, he was made Archdeacon 
of Coe, and mafter of Sherburne Hofpital, near 
Durham, where he fpent his days in great repu- 
tation and ufefulnefs. 

This year icveral of the Puritan mini- 

1578. fters went over to Antwerp, and received 

ordination : they could not have orders 

from the bifhops, without complying with the 

veflmcnts and other fuperftitious rites, which they 

abhorred, Mcffrs Cartwrighr, Trenner/ Alhton, 

and 
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and Travers,* were the chief of tfiis number; 
fomc of them were in deacons orders before they, 
went thither, and wanted to have what they* 
thought full orders, that they might regularly, 
difcharge the mlnifterial office without reproach ; 
for in thefe times, the right of men having gifts w 
to preach the gofpel, at the call of the people^ 
was much difputed. It was thought neceflary for 
the. preachers to receive the gifts which were 
Beceflary to qualify them for fulfilling their of- 
fice, through the hands of fo many clergy men, • 
appointed by God to' convey, them; and all. o- 
tner perfons who made free, to communicate their 

inftruftions publicly, without the good leave of a 
Biibop or confiftory of minifters, were accounted ' 
prefumptuous intruders updn a facred office, and 
for that reafon' were defpifed on all hands. 

After the death of Pilkington, Bifhop of Dur- 
ham; Whittingham, the Dean of that bifliopric, 
met with much trouble concerning his ordination. 
Doftor Barn^, Biffiop of Carlifle, was preferred 
to the fee of Durham, upon the deceafe of 
Pilkington :, he was a man of fevere principles, 
and a great perfecutor of the non-conformifts. He 
Jxaving attempted in- vain to bring the clergy of 
his diocefe to a perfeft conformity, complained 
to the Archbifliop of York, of the laxnefs of 
his prcdeceflor, and the obftinacy of the clergy. 
Sandy's, the new f^^rchbiftiop, refolved to vifit 
his whole province, and began with Durham, 
where Whittingham was the principal man under 
the Bifliop, whofe influence was great, and whofe 
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piety TOis, very exemplary; he had been much 
rcfpefted in the church, and was a dergymw. 
of long ftanding. The Archbiihop- thought if 
he could perfuade hira to conformity, his exam*, 
pic would prevail with the greateft part of the iiif&- 
irior clergy. He remained obftinate and would 
pot comply : upon • this they formed an accnfa*- 
tion agaihft him, coflfifling of thirty-five articles, 
^d forty *nine queftions; the principal of which 
was concerning his ordination. He iiad been or-- 
dained at Geneva, and had riot received ordinal- 
tion according to the form of the church of 
England : this was improved againft him by the 
Archbifhop. Whittingbam ii^ftead of lanfwering to 

the charges brought againft' him, denied the 
Archbij(hop'^ jurifcliftion over Durham, upon which 

Sandys excommunicated him;- but Whittingham ap-» 
pealed to the Qjieen, who dire'fted. a commiiEon 
to the ArchblJbop, the Lord Prefident of the 
NoFth^ and the Dean of York^ to heair and de- 
termine the validity of his ordioatjoQ^ and to en? 
quire concerning the other ch^irges contained ia 
the articles. The Lord Prefident waS: a friend to 
the diffenters, and Doftor Hutton, Dean of York, 
was of the fame feutiments With Whittinghanf, 
and maintained, that the Dean of* Durham was 
ordained after a better manner than the, Ardb<i 
bi(hop himfelf. This was a cutting difappointment 
to Sandys, both on account of his being contra- 
difted by his own Dean, and becaufe his right 
of vifitation was called in queftion ; he therefore 
applied for another commiflion, which he obtain- 
ed. 
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ed» This was dire^ed to himfelf^ the.^i&0{^ 
of Durbami> the JLord Prefidcnt, the ChanceU 
lor of the 4iocefc, and. a few others^ upon whom 
he thought he could depend. The chief jnten- 
tion of this comini^Ebn was^ t!b endeavour tode« 
prive Whittiagham^ las- a layman, who had unlaw- 
fully afibn^ : ecclei^ftical orders t but in this the 
Bifhops were difappointed ; ; for he produced z 
written . certificate of his ordination, which the 
Lord Prefidcnt * infifted upon to be fufficient, fo the 
commiiiion was adjourned ftm die. The Arch- 
bifliop fufFered much in^ his charafier for thi^ 
malevolent profecution, -and 16ft the eftecm. of all 
good men, - The calling in queftion Whittingham's 
ordination, was exprefsly contrary to a ftatute in 
that reign-; by which the ordinations of foreign 
refornaed xhurchcs were, declared valid, ^ and thofc 
who had no ofders, were made of the lii;e ca- 
pacity with others, to enjoy any place .. of mini- 
ftry within the church* of England. 

Whittingham died about Hx months after this 

profecution> which ended all his afflidions in this 

life ; he was born in the city of Cheftcr, in 

one thoufand five hundred and twenty-four, and 

educated in Brazen Nofe College, Oxford ^ he 

was from thence tranflatfd to Chrift's Church, 

on acccout of his learning; for he was reckoned 

one of beft fcholars in the univcrfity at that 

time. He travelled into foreign countries and en- 

crcafcd greatly jn knowledge: in the reign of 

Mary, he remained with the exiles at Frankfort, 

aad upon the divifion which happened there, he 

went 
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went With part* of his congregation to Genera^ 
and became their mihifter. He was concerned in 
tranilating the Geneva Bible, and the Pfalms in 
metre. When he returned to his own country, 
he was preferred to the Deanry of Durham, (by 
the intereft of the Earl of Lcicefter) where he 
fpent the reft of his days. This Dean is allow- 
ed, even by his enemies, to have performed Angu- 
lar fervices for the government in the north 
country; and to have behaved nobly in oppofing^ 
the Archblfliop of York, in his pretentions to 
vifit the church of Durham; which, by a pecu- 
liar privilege, was excluded from his vifitation : 
but he deferves praife for another fervice which he 
has done the proteftant churches, in proving that 
their form of ordination is as valid and fufficient, 
as that of the church of England. It appears 
indeed abfurd, that the church of England fhould 
pretend to reordain all minifters, who have re- 
ceived ordination from prcsbyterian churches, when 
they join their communion, feeing the thirteenth 
ftatute of Elizabeth forbids that praftice ; for un- 
lefs this law is fet afiide by fubfequent a£ls of 
parliament, it muft be contrary to law for the 
cliufch to purfue this praftife. 

The Bifliops of London and Norwich endea- 
voured to rival each other in purfuing the prin- 
ciples of the Queen, and the meafures of the 
court; for they deprived all within their jurif- 
diftions, who would not perfeftly conform to the 
habits and ceremonies. The fcarcity of preachers 
became every day greater throughout all England ; 

in 


( "5 ) 

ia the large and populous town of Northampton^ 
there was not one for a long time^ though the 
people fupplicated the Bifhop in the mofl: eamef): , 
manner, for paflors to perform minifterial duties 
amongft them. It is faid, that in the county of 
Cornwall there were one hundred and forty cler-' 
gymen who were not qualified to preach a fer- 
mon^ and moft of them non*refidents and plura* 
lifts. The city of London appears to hare been 
m the fame fituation, by their petition to the 
parliament this year, wherein they fignify the de- 
plorable ftate of the city, for want of minifters 
to preach the gofpel, and to perform other duties. 
The people of Cornw^l repcfented, that they 
were more than eighty thoufand fouls, who were 
in extreme want of the ordinances of " the gof- 
pel ; that the minifters who were fent among 
^ them were drunkards, gamblers, and fabbath- 
breakers; that the few faithful minifters' who 
remained with them, were not fuffered to do their 
duty, on account of the infults of papifts, and 
wicked perfons who flandered and abujCed them. 
This Ihews, that the biftiops paid little rega/d 
to chriftianity, either in principle or praftice, 
otherwife they would have abated their feverities, 
rather than fuffer the people to remain in igno- 
rance, for the fake of a. few ufelefs ceremonies 
which might do mifchief, but could be of no 
. real fervice to religion. 

This year the report of the Queen's mar- 1579. 
riage, was the occafion of much fpcculatiqn, 
A cogtraft between her and the Duke of Anjou, 
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a French Roman catholic^ was thought as good ^tt 
concluded : this alarmed all the proteftaqts in the 
nation^ and fome zealous preachers exprefled theiif 
gloomy fears and apprehenfions in their fermons 
from the pulpit* The Puritans throughout the 
nation were againft this marriage j arid fome of 
them were fo forward as to write* agamft it. Mr 
Stubbs, a ftudent of Lincoln^s Inn,- whofe fifter 
was married to Mr Cartwright, publifhed a 
trcatife, . entitled, ^ The' Gaping Gulph^ 
** wherein England will be fwallowed with the 
*^ French marriage f which fo enraged Elizabeth^ 
that fhc iffned a proclamation to fupprefs ,the 
. book, and to apprehend the author and printer 
thereof. Stubbs the author. Singleton the prin- 
ter, and Page the publilhcr of the book, Were all 
apprehended, and fentenced to have their right 
hands cut off, by virtue of a law made in the reign 
. of Mary, againft the authors and publifliers of ft^ 
ditious libels. The printer was pardoned, but 
/^ Mr Stubbs and Page, were brought to a fcaflfold 
crefted in the market place at Weftminfter, where 
their right hands Were cut off, by driving a 
cleaver through the wrift with a mallet. All 
this was performed with the moft fhocking for- 
mality, as if the a6lors had been to have merited 
heaven by performing fuch a horrid piece of 
cruelty. Stubbs, as foon as his hand was cut off^ 
pulled off his hat with his left hand, and cried with 
a loud voice, God fave the Queen, which amazed 
all who were prefent, and filled their minds with 
horror and difguft againft the authors of fuch bar- 

harity, 
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baritf, and created a ftronger averfion in the minds 
of all men againfl the popifh match. Mr Stubbs^ 
nptwithftanding this barbarous ufuage, employed 
his left hand the in fervice of Elizabeth, with great 
reputation, and performed the office of a brave 
commander in the wars of Ireland. Thofe who 
fuffer^d for religion and a good confcience, in thefe 
times, feem to have had jufl: and proper notions 
of chriftianity ; their perfecution did not force 
them to rebellion, nor even to fpeak evil of their* 
perfecuters; they even belifcved that it was their 
duty to pray for, and ferve the very government 
which perfecuted them. This was more like the 
religion of the Gofpel, than that which direfts 
men for frivolous oiFences, to fpeak evil of digni- 
ties, and lift up their hands againfl: civil autho* 
rity. 

The ftate of the nation at this time was 1580. 
miferable and wretched; all ranks of men 
were flaves to an afpiring female, who could 
never be fatisfied with power, nor knew how to 
reward a noble aftion, except it ferved her inter- 
eft or gratified her pride. The parliament were 
dupes 10 her ambition, and for fear of her dif- 
plcafure, durft not perform what their own minds 
dilated to them ; they fuffered their votes to be 
countermanded by the Queen's fingle authority, 
and had not courage to ferve God Almighty when 
(he forbade them. When the parliament, on' the 
tenth of January this year, voted a day of faft- 
ing and humiliation, to be obferved by as many 
members as could attend in the temple church. 
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ftje fent thjem Word by her Vicc Chamberlain, 
Sir Chriftopher Hatton^ that ibe was aftoDifhed 
at their raflinefs in proceeding without her privity 
and confent; upon which it was moved by the 
court party, that the houfe fbould acknowlcge 
their offence, and alk her forgivenefs, which they 
accordingly did. Such was the flayifh fpirit of 4 
houfe of commons ia thefe times, that they had 
the meannefs of fpirit to aik forgivenefs for doing 
what they had an undoubted right to do^ and 
what was their duty to perform. 

Elizabeth having thus prohibited her parlia* 
ment from appointing days of facing amoqg them- 
felves, fhe pexc lays a prohibitioq upon the clergy. 
Some minifters after the prophefyings had beep 
forbidden, agreed to obferve days of private faft- 
ing and prayer, for the Queen and the church j 
and for exhorting the people to repentance and 
reformation of manners. Tfhe Queen reckoned 
this an encroaqhment upon her prerogative, and 
therefore fcn( a fharp meffage to the Archbiihop 
to fupprefs theqi ; affirming it was contrary tQ 
law and her prerogative, to obferve any afts of 
religion without her leave and permiffion* Com* 
plaints were fent from many parts of the king- 
dom concerning the arbitrary proceeding of the 
Queen, and mofl carnell entreaties offered to her 
Majefty, fqr her permiffion to continue thefe cx» 
ercifes of devotion ; but Elizabeth was determin-^ 
cd to hear no prayers except fuch as ihe herfelf 
ihould appoint, In all matters concerning religi- 
on her will was a law, aad ihe afted more like 
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one who laid clafm to divinity, than one who kfleW 
Ihe Was like otheif iffiperfeft frail creatures, and 
imift die like them* Sdch Was the femald head 
of the chaf ch of England at this time, and fuch 
the abfohite anthority which (he claimed ; that it 
cannot be proved from the New Teftament, that 
cvci" Jefiis Chrrft required more implicit obedi* 
ence to his will, than this imperious pragmatical 
jptincefe required to her unjuft and oppreiEve 
commandments. 

The pariiament being already intimidated by the 
itmgh behaviotir of the Queen, could give no redrcfs 
to thofe petitions which wei'e fent to them ; they 
could proceed no farther than join with the bifhops 
in a petition to her Majefty, as head of the church, 
to redrefe them: but Elizabeth differed in hct 
fentiments from her parlfamentj the diftreffes of 
her fubjefts were none of her concerns j {he was 
grieved at the cncteafe of the Puritans, and in* 
Head of granting them any relief, fhe wreathed the 
yoke of flavery faftef about their necks, and 
urged with more violence the laws which re- 
quired abfolute conformity* She iffued orders to 
enqtiire after thofe minifters who had not com- 
I^ied in every particular, and commanded all the 
biffiops in their vifitations, to prefs conformity 
with the greateft rigor. In the See of Canter- 
bury, the fprings of difcipline moved flowly, be- 
caufe the metropolitan was under difgracej yet 
the Puritans fuffercd feverely through the tyranny 
of the high commiflion court, which exerted it- 
felf with more vigour on that account. Several 
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noted minilters were imprifoned, among whom 
were Meflrs Nafli, Marflbalfea, Drcwet, aad 
others^ and thofe who were not in confinements 
were forbidden to preach in public unlefs they 
would firft conform, nor were they allowed to 
ajQfemble in private without danger of imprifonment. 
Under this oppreffion their tempers were exaf- 
perated, and their minds inflamed, that ibme of 
them wrote fatirical pamphlets againfl: their ad- 
verfaries, in which they ufed many fevcrc ex- 
prefTions againfl: the clergy, which gave great of- 
fence. It was the cufl:om of thcfc limes to lam- 
poon an adverfary in fongs and ballads, where a 
character was often drawn in fuch a manner, as 
turned the ridicule againfl: the fuppofed offender^ 
and raifed the ^laughter or indignation of the po- 
pulace at their expence* This was a way of 
handling an argument which the bifliops could 
not endure; for though they fported themfelves 
with the miferies of others, they could not them- 
felves abide to be laughed at. To hear their 
own praifes fung by a choir of ballad fingers, 
made them feel too tenderly to remain without 
fretting. Dum dogs, who could not bark, were 
frequently the burden of thefc fongs, and 
applied to all the clergy who devoured liv- 
ings, but did not preach the gofpel. Every im- 
partial perfon who has nothing before his eyes 
but truth, muft allow, that this fort of railery 
is very properly applied againfl: all thofe who aft 
fo prepofteroufly as the. --clergy of thofe times 
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did; for the abfurdicies vlihkh they maintained^, 
\«rere not worthy of a grave confutation, and dc- 
ferved only to be laughed at and ridiculed. The 
formal and gr^ve hypocrite will reckon this man- 
ner of handling religious fubje^ls^ impious and un-r 
godly; but they ought to know, that it is more 
ungodly to maintain religion by violence and op- 
prei&on, than to laugh at a formal pharifee, who 
means no more by his gravity than to gratify 
his paJHons, and ferve his interefl. 

Elizabeth was highly provoked at the freedom 
of thefe pamphlets, and procured a ftatute this 
parliament, which made it death for any perfon 
to write a pamphlet, book, or letter, to the de- 
famation of the Queen's Majefty, and that it 
ibould be judged felony for any perfon to pub- 
lifh any fuch books, letters, or pamphlets. This 
ftatute was limited to the life of the Queen; but 
many fuffered death by virtue thereof during her 
reign. In the fame feilions another z£t was made, 
which affefted feverely both Roman catholics and 
difFenters ; it was entitled, *' An aft to retain the 
** Queen's fubjefts in their due obedience.'' By 
this aft, it was made treafon for any prieft or jefuit 
to feduce her Majefty's fubjefls from thee ftablifli* 
ed religion to that of Rome, and that all who did 
not attend public worfhip in the eftabliflied church, 
according to jhe aft of uniformity, fhould forfeit 
twenty fliillings per month to the Queen ; and 
provided they were abfent twelve months, they 
Ihould be bound with two fufficient fureties, in a 
bond of two hundred pounds, for their good be- 
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bavlonr. Every fchoolmafter' who did not atteticl 
the coiDiBon prayer^ Was to forfeit ted pounds 
per months be difabled from teaching fchool^ and 
aod fuffer a yearns imprifoiimenn This was a mef'^ 
cilefs law; for poor (lenders had nothing to de* 
pend 00^ but to fpend their days in prifon^ and 
pine away in forrow and diflrefs^ By this law 
the Puritans were claifed with the papifts, and ex* 
pofed to the fame penal laws^ though it was Well 
known the one were the Queen's inveterate c* 
nemies^ and the other her faithful friends^ The 
convocation did nothing this year, except to pre* 
fent a humble petition to the Queen^ to take 
^ away the Archbiflio|^s fequeftration, which her 
Majefty was not pleafed to grant. She feldom 
forgave any perfon willingly, who contradi^ed 
her authority, whatever might be the reafon. 

Aylroer, Bifliop of London, held a vl- 
1581. fitation this fummef, and obliged his clergy 
to fubfcribe the following articles: — that 
they fhould wear the furplice in all their mini- 
ftrations ;~tbat they fliould not add or diminifll 
any thing in reading divine fervice ;— that they 
fliould keep exaffly to the book of common prayer 
and facraments: he then made the followmg 
enquiries,— whether all that had the cme of foub 
adminiftered the facraments in perfon ;— whether 
they obferved the ceremonies to be ufed in bap- 
tifm and marriage ;— whether the youths were 
catechifed ; — ^whether their minifters read the ho« 
milies ; whether any of them called others that 
did not preach by ill names;^ foch as dumb dogs ; 

thefe 
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chcfe Xieho were not difpofed to anfwcr diefe in* V 
terrogatories to his Lordihip's fadsfa^^ion^ were im^ 
mediately fufpeoded. 

Thofe violent meafures^ inft^d of reconciling 

the non-conformiils to the churchy encreafed their 

averfion to her^ and made the difference wider: 

pien who are eftabliihed in their principles^ will 

not be perfuaded to defert them^ by the un« ^ 

meaning jargon of canons^ injunctions^ fnbfcrip«^ ^ 

tionsy and anicles^ unlefs they can perceive them 

founded upon divine revelation ; much leis will 

diey have any regard for a churchy which makes 

ufe of fuch carnal weapons. 

: By fuch uncharitable and unchriftiah methods 

multitudes were driven to a total feparation from the 

church of England; and many carried their pre« 

judiccs fo far^ as not to allow her to be a true 

churchy nor her minifters to be true minifters of 

Jefus Chrift; they renounced all communion with 

her^ both in ceremonies^ hearing the word^ and 

facraments. Thefe people were called firft Brow- 

niftsy from Robert Brown, a preacher in the 

diocefe of Norwich, defcended of an honourable 

family in Rutlandlhire, and nearly related to the .r;^^ 

Lord Treafurer Cecil: he was educated in Cot* x^;:^ 

pus Chrifti College, Cambridge, and frequently 

in Bennet churchy where he was much admired 

for his zealous manner of preaching, and the ve- 

heraency of his delivery. He was once a fchool* 

mailer, and afterwards lefturer of Iflington ; but 

being naturally forward in his temper, and fome- 

tbing enthufiailic^ he could not fettle in one 

place 
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place, but went round the countries, excIaimiDg 
againft the difcipline and ceremonies of the churchy 
c^shorting all the people to forfakc her commu- 
nion. The Bifhop of Norwich put him in prifon ; 
but upon confefBng his fault he was fet at liberty* 
He publiihed a book the next year, which he 
intitled, The Life and Manners of True Chriftians, 
to which he perfixed . a treatife of reformation, 
without tarrying for any, (hewing the wickcdnefs 
of thofe preachers who will not reform themfelves 
and their flocks, bccaufe they will tarry till the 
xnagiilrate command and compel them. For this 
he was taken into cuftody, and upon examination 
confeiTed he was the author of that book, but 
denied that he liad any hand in the publifhing 
of it ; upon this he was again difcharged, at the 
requeft of the Lord Trcafurer, and fent him home 
to his fathers houfe, where he continued four 
years : but foon after this he travdled through' 
the countries in company with one Richard Har« 
riibn, who aded as his affiftant, preaching againft 
bifhops ceremonies, ecclefiaflical courts, ordination 
of minifters, and feveral other things, for which 
he was again put into prifon, and very feverely 
ufed. It is faid he was committed to thirty-two 
different . prifons, and treated in a moil inhumane 
and fhocking manner. He, in procefs of time, 
formed a congregation of his own principles; but 
through : the tyranny of the Queen, and the fu- 
ry of the bifliops, they forced him to leave the 
kingdom. Several of Brown's friends tranfportcd 
themfelves and their offe^ls to Zaeland; and ob- 
tained 
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^ipedliberty .frqin the magiftrates to worfhip God 
in their own way ; they fettled at Middlpburg iu 
^jcalznd. In this place Brown formed a church 
according to his own plan; but in a (hort tio^e 
ijiey divided into parties; upon this Brown 
left them and returned into England, where 
he renounced his feparation, and returned to the 
communion of the church, and became ReAor of 
a .church in Northamptonfhire. Brown's enemies 
exaggerated his crimes, and his friends extolled 
his virtues : fo that it is difficult to form a cha- 
racier of a man,: who has had fo many partial e- 
nemies and defenders of his reputation. He ap* 
pears to have been a man of good abilities, and 
great refolution in his younger years : and the er- 
i:ors in the latter part of his life, feem to have 
proceeded rather from the wcaknefs of a conftitu- 
tjon worn out with hardibips and oppreffion, than 
fix)m any ftated purpgfe of mind to purfqc thcnu 
The hardfhips he had undergone in his youth, 
appear to have affeftcd his fpirits, and brought 
on a diflcmpcr of lunacy upon him,., which made 
him behare rather like a mad man than one who 
poffeffed the full exercife ofhisreafon and undcr- 
ftanding. The principles on which he proceeded, 
ihews that he was a man of underftanding, and 
the fufferings. he underwent, declare that he be- 
lieved them; and it is altogether unfair to deter^ 
mine any man'^ charafter, from a few aftions .pro* 
ceeding from the infirmities of a broken conflitu- 
tbn, contrary to the whole tenor of. his life, 
1 Rdbcn : Brown was the firft who formed 9n in«- 
t^Vol-IL ' Ff . depen- 
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dispendaDt cofigregation in £ngland^. toA {tottt 
whom all the independents fot many years were 
called Brownifts. The dbftrinep which they taught 
were much the fame with thofe contained in the 
articles of the chilrch of England, but they dif- 
fered widely from the church in matters of go- 
vernment and difcipline. They maintained^ that 
the difcipline of the eftabliflxed church was anti- 
chriftian, and all her ordinances inyalid ; they for* 
bad all their followers to join with her in any 
part of public worfliip; they likcwife refufcd all 
intercommunity of worfliip With the reft of the 
Proteftant churches. They are called indepen-^ 
dents, becaufe they hdd, that every' affcmbljff 
of profejQTed believers, meeting together in one 
place for worlhip, have a right to perform all the 
a6ls of worfliip, government, and difcipline^ inde^ 
pendent of all. ecclefiaflical jurifdi^on^ or other 
churches. They concluded, that accordingf to 
fcripture, every church ought to be confined to 
a Angle congregation : and that the government 
thereof, belongs to the whole members of the 
church ; this, is what, acc(M-ding to the flile of 
the' civilians, is called democracy. The whole 
niembers of the church were confulted in receiv- 
ing and excluding members ; their church officers 
where chof^i and appointed by the whole con^ 
gregation, and fet apart by- prayer and fafting^ 
and impofuion of hands : they allowed of no Prieft- 
hood, but maintained, that the elefiiod of the 
brethren made an officer, and: gave him ftill aa« 
tfaority to .diicbarge bis office^ and that tbi fame 
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authority might difcharge him from hv$ office, 

and reduce him to a private capacity. Neal, ii^ 

his hiftory of the piiritaos affirms, . that, they %q- 

cd a covenant in prcfence of one another, whei^ 

they were admitted church nicmbers, obliging 

each other to walk together according to the or-^ 

der they had agreed upon; but this I hardly 

think was a conllant prafiice among them. It 

appears contrary to that openncfs and fincerity 

which they profciTed, to fuppofeit ncccSTary to 

enforce an obligation by any human coTenants 

or fubfcrip tidns ; a profcffed fubjeftion to the 

truth> was fufficiently fit for any fecurity that- 

they could give. . If forae particular fbcietie$ 

ever obferved this praftice of making covenants, 

it is no reafon to affirm that it was univerfal 

among the indepehdants. 

When the number of communicants among thetfi 
mcreafed, fo as they could not meet in one place, 
the church divided and ele^d new officers as 
at firfl:, and lived together as fifter churches, giv- 
ing to each other the right hand of fellowfliip; 
None of their churches claimed dominion over 
one another, but freely gave their advice to each 
other when it was afl<ed, or admonifhed one ano-! 
ther as their cafes required ; but if any fifter church 
dffended and did not receive the admonition, the 
others withdrew from them, and difowncd thettt 
to be church a of Chrift:. No officer in a church 
had authority to adminifter the facraments rn a- * 
hothen Every fociety of thefe independents were 
an incorporated body, having full power in it- 
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fclf over all its members; fo that no number of 
clergy or laity in other churches had any power 
to reftrain, or interrupt them in any part o( 
their difciplinc. ^ . r > 

Their reafons for withdrawing from the church 
of England, have never yet been anfwered to the 
fatisfafiion of any unprejudiced perfons. They a'-< 
ledged, that the church of England was ' not 
founded upon the plan which the Apoftles of our 
Saviour left for a patternto all churches, arid there- 
fore could not be a true church according * to 
the plan of the New Teftamcnt : for this ' reafon 
they accounted it unlawful to hold communioa 
with them. They affirmed, that perfecution for 
confcience fake was not a mark of the true church, 
but of anti-chrid; and that the conftitution of 
the hierarchy was too bad to be reformed; that 
the pillars were rotten, and that the ftruQure 
muft be made new. Mr Neal', in his Hiftory of 
the Puritans, obfcrvcs, that the Brownifts feem 
to have formed upon the prajJhce of the apof- 
tolical , churches, before the gifts of Infpira- 
tion and prophecy were ceafed, and is there- 
fore impraSical in thefe latter ages, where the 
infirmities and paffions of {private church members 
too often take place of their gifts and graces. 
He might as well have faid, that the praftice of 
the Ten Commandments are impraftical for the 
lame rcafon; and that it is not now to be ex- 
pefted that men fliould obey the will of God, 
becaufe the gifts of infpiration and prophyfying 
arc ceafed long ago. It is manifcft, that even in 

the 
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the apoftolical timeSy men's infirmities and pai&ons* 
often took place of their gifts and graces ; and: 
in the days of our Saviour, 'it was fo among his. 
own difeiplcs; yet, that is no argument againft. 
the reaifonablenefs : of thofe duties which were 
authorized both by his praftice and command- 
ments.- This fame Miftorian fays, it was uncha^ 
ri table in them to unchurch the whoje world; 
but * this was no more than the apodles had done 
before them j for we are informed by them,» that; 
the world licth in wickednefs,. and that the dif- 
ciples of Chrift are not of the world : there are 
no vifible marks by which we can diftinguifh be- 
tween the difciples of Chrift and the world, jbut 
the keeping of his commandments, aild :folIpw« 
ing the example of thofe who were dircfted by 
his fpirlt. 

The chief of the independents at jhis time 
were Brown, Harrifon Tylor, Copping^ Thacker, 
and fome others ; the two laft mentioned were, .af- 
terwards put to death, fpr their religion. They 
were moft barbaroufly ufed by the Bi£bop of Nor- 
wich, who refufed them all favours which he 
could withold from them, and was highly difpleafed 
at every perfon who fhewed them any pity. Mr 
Handfon, with fome others of the prifoners, com!P 
plained to the Juftices at . their quarter feflions^ 
of their long and illegal imprifonmcnt, who 
were pleafed to fpeak to the Bifliop in their be- 
half; with whom he was fo difpleafed, that he 
drew up twelve articles of impeachment againft 
the Jufticfes themfelves, and caufcd them to be 

cited 


before the Queen and her council^ to an* 
fwer for mifdemeanors. He charged them with 
countenancing Copping, Tylfer; and other difor-. 
derly clergymen ; they were accufed of contempt 
of his lordifaip's jurifdi£libn/ in refufiug to admit 
feVeral mmiflers which he had ordained, becaufe 
they were fo ignorant that they ctould not . read^ 
and for removing one Wood from his living on 
the fame account.* Thefe Juftices gave in their 
anfwer to the charge! which the Bi&op brought 
againft them, wherein they afferted their confor-J 
Hiity to the rites and ceremonies of the church, 
and juftly reflefted upbii his lordfliip fof* his cmcU 
ty in keeping men in pFifon for fo m^ny years, 
Hfrithout bringing them to a trial, accordigg to the 
laws of their country, and esiprefFed their aftoni(h-i 
ment, that a Bifliop of the church of England, 
fiKHild be 'a patron to ignorance, an enemy 
to the word of . God, and the gofpel of Cbrift 
Upon this the juftices were difmiffed. 
\ "While' the Bifliops Were rigoroufly perfecuting 
the differiters, the Mobility and gentry (hewed them 
favour : they received them into their houfe, 
in the charaftcr of chaplains and tutors to their 
children; -not merely becaufe they were perfecu* 
cd, but becaufe they found them to be ' perfons 
of real worth, and ufefulnefs. They were in ge- 
neral mien of true piety, fkilful ii^ the fcriptures, 
and zealous defen4ers of the proteftant religion: 
they indulged themfelves in none of thofe faflii- 
onable pleafures and vices which were cuftomary in 
ihofc times; but were faithful in difcharging their 

duty 
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dxity, and fulfilling the truft 'which'was; commit- 
ted to them. In this fitnatioif they were toTen* 
ed from the violence of their perfecot^^ and 
preached in thofe families^ and infthifledl their 
children; which was of great fettice to the fuo 
ceeding generation. ' * 

The papifts were ftow bufy dv^r the whole 
kingdom} Iwarms of jifiiits came oVer from the 
' foreign cdlege^, -^nd 'praAifed upon the fubjefts 
of England ; .they ifpread their Books of devoti- 
on and controverfy over all the nation^ among 
the common people; they had private meetmgg 
in almoft all the market towns in England; but. 
in the north they were moft numerous,^ and fupe- 
rior even to the proreftams. This alarmed the 
miaiftry, and made them enquire after their priefts; 
many of whom- were appreheD<ied;"and three were 
put to death/ viz. Edmund Champion, Ralph 
Sherwin, and Alexander • Bryant. ' Champion was 
treated iii a moft barbarous manner ; hb w^a. firi): 
tortured,. ; afterwards hanged, drawn,. _ and quarterr 
cd, to. the everJafting; infamy of thofe who .ad- 
vifcd fuch cruelty. It is a great diigrace to the 
prcacilant religion, when its friends ..and IWDtaries 
make ufe' of the weapons of Rome. to defenofr it- 
no friend of chriftanicy can in his heart approve 
of pcrfecuticm in any ihape whatfocver:; and to 
torture, a papid becaufe be is not of i>at opinion^ 
is,, ih the £rft inftance,' to turn papift and rer 
nounce the protcftaht religion. - 
The reft of the HjCMmn catholics were fparcd> 

becaufe the Qaeen'^ onatdi witk:.the JDuke. oiF 
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Afijou was fUir depending. Elizabeth about this 
time fent allifbnce to the proteftancs in the Nether* 
Jands; for which they delivered into her hands 
the moft important fortreffes of their country, to 
be. . gartifoned by the Englilh. She in like man- 
ner fent aid to the French proteftants, who were 
at open war with their own King^ and ordered 
a collection to be jnade oyer all. England. for re- 
Jief of the city of Geneva, which at this time 
was befieged by the Duke of Savoy.: Thefe afts 
were not quite coniifteni with her own principles ; 
but Elizabeth made all her principles fubfervient 
to her policy and intereft. 

TW^ year the clergy were put in great -tif 
^1582. fear, a new commiifion which the Queen 
granted to fome of her hungry courtiers j 
it was called a commiiEon of concealment, by which 
they were authorized to enquire into the titles of 
church lands and . livings ;^gll forfeitures, conceal^ 
ments^ or lands, for which parifh tii^ could produce 
no legal title, were given to thefe commiflioners. 
The anicles of enquiry we're aimed againft the 
Puritans, through them they made fad havock 
with the patrimony of. the church. The queries 
they afked on thefe occafions were fuch, as few 
of ithe clergy were able to anfwer, or by an- 
fweting them, they expofed their livings to the 
mertry of thefe rapacious courtiers, who were not 
cafily fatisficd. with goods of that fort. What 
right have you to your parfonage? How came 
you by it? Who ordained you? At what age 
were you ordained ? Have you a licence ? Were 

you 
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you married under the hands of two Juftices of 
the peace ? Do you read the whole fcrvice ? Do 
you ufe all the rites, ccremoflies^ and ornaments ap- 
pointed by the Queen's injunftions? Have you 
publicly read the articles and fubfcribcd them ? 
Thefe were the queftipns which were ordinarily aflc 
ed at the clergy by thefe commiffioners of conceaU 
ments. The church-wardens in every parifliwerc ex- 
amined upon oath concerning their rainifters, and the 
church-lands, with a fpccial intention to fequcftratc 
them to the purpofe of the commiiEoners. This ef- 
fcftually alarmed the bifliops, and brought them to 
their knees ^before the Queen : they begged, that 
her Majefty, out of regard to the church, would fct 
afide that commiflion ] which accordingly fhe did. 

About this time, Mr Robert Wright, chaplain 
to Lord Rich, was grievoufly perfccutcd by tho 
Bifliop of London. While his Lorddip lived, hc^ 
protected him and his family, l)ut as foon as Lord 
Rich died, the Biihop of London apprehended him^ 
and.fent him to the Gatehoufe, for faying, that 
to keep the Queen's birth-day as a holy day, was 
to make her an idol. After Mr Wright had been 
imprifoned for feveral months, he petitioned the 
bifhop to be brought to his trial, or admitted to 
bail; but all the anf\^er which bis Reverence was 
pleafed to give, was, that he deferved to lie in pri- 
ibn feven years. This was cruelty worthy of a Bi- 
ihop, who, inftead of feeding his flock, did all that 
was in his power to devour them. This fcvcrity of 
the Bifliop, made others have compaijion upon the 
,prifoner; and cfpccially the keeper of the jail, who 
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gave hijtn leave to. go to vifit his wife, who was lying 
in childbed. "One . Dr Ford meeting him, told the 
Bifhop, who fent for the keeper, and demanded his 
prifoner ; the keeper pleaded the neceffity of the. 
cafe> ' and faid, that it was an aft of humanity due to 
any man Jn the like circumftances ; but the biihop 
threatened to complain of him to the Queen, and 
have him turned out of his employment. Mr Wright, 
Hearing of the danger the keeper was in, returned im- 
mediately to prifon, and wrote to the Lord Treafurer 
in his behalf, upon which the keeper was forgiven. 
Aylmer was one of thefe men who, inftead of bc« 
. ing.di/pofed to merty by the diftrefs of others, ra- 
ther heightened his cruelty in proportion to thc;- 
gre^tnefs of the affliftion; other men's fuffcrings 
were fport to this Dignitary, and his greateft plea- 
fure was to fee other people in pain. He called Mr, 
Wright before, the conimiffioners, and examined him 
concerning the book of commoq prayer, rites and, 
ceremonies, praying for the Queen, and the church, 
and concerning the eftabliflied form of ordina-. 
tion of minifters. He was charged with preaching 
■without a licence, and with being only a layman, be- 
caufe he was ordained by one of the foreign churches. 
The^ charges which were brought againft him, he 
anfwercd very pertinently ; but all that he could fay ^ 
was to no purpofe,for the Bifhop would not allowJiis 
orders, and pronounced him a layman, uncapable of 
holding a living in the church. This proceeding was . 
csprefsly contrary to law; for the ftatute of the 13th 
Elizabeth, cap. 12. admits the ordination of a Scotch 
presbytery, or any of the reformed churches. 

There 
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There were hundreds of minifters in the church 
at this time, who had no other ordination than what 
they had received from presbyterian churches; (o 
this conduft of the Bifhop Jof London, was a public 
declaration, that a great part of his own clergy were 
not minifters. There is an inftance of a presby teriaa 
licence approved by the Archbifliop of Canterbury,^ 
dated April 6th this year. The Archbifliop command- 
ed his Vicar-general to licence Mr John Morifon a 
Scotch divine, who had no other ordination than 
what he had received from a presbytery in Scotland. 
The words of the licence are, " Since you the fore- 
*' faid John Morifon, about five years ago, pafled in 
^' the town of Garret, in the county of Lothian, of* 
*' the kingdom of Scotland, Were admitted and or- 
*' dained to facred orders, and the holy miniftry, by. 
^' impofition of hands, according' to the laudable rite 
^ of the reformed" church of Scotland; and fince the' 
" congregation of that county qf Lothian, is con- 
^* formable to the orthodox faifh,' and Cncere reli*. 
^^ gion now received in this realm of England, and 
^^ eftabliflied by public authority; we therefore, as 
" much as liesjn us, and as by right we may, approving 
*' and ratifying the form of your ordination and pre- 
" ment, done in fuch manner aforefaid, grant unto 
*^ you licence and faculty, with confent, and exprefs 
*^ command of the moft Reverend father in Chrift, 
"■ the Lord Edmund^ by divine providence Archbi- 
<* (hop of Canterbury, to us fignified, tiizt in fuch 
^' orders by you taken, you may, and you have 
*'. power, in any convenient places in and through- 
i^ out the whole province 6f Canterbury, tocele-* 
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*« bratc divine offices, to minifter the facraracnt, &c. 
^ is much as in us lies; and we may de Jure, and 
'* as far as the la'ws of the kingdom do alloW/^ 
/ This is a full teflimony that the Archbilhop thought 
the ordination of the prespyterian churches valid. . 
/ The faith of the uninterrupted fucceffioii of Bifliops, 
Was at this time not confidered as an article of the 
church's creed, nor was the exclufive privilege of. 
ordaining clergymen entirely confined to diocefan 
Biihops. The growing ambition of the Dignitaries 
of the church in after-times, brought this article 
into fafhion, that their power in fpirituals might 
keep pace with the temporal dignity they were 
preferred to. The whole was a mere ftroke of 
poliiics, to fupport the intcreft and dignity of the* 
clergy, and had no more relation, in fad, to the 
Chriflian religion, than it had to the religion of 
Mahomet 

The fcverities of the fiiihops, efpecialy that 
of Aylmer, moved the compaffion of inany to- 
wards the Puritans; and fome of the conforming 
clergy wrote in their favour to the Lord Trea- 
lurer. The juftices of the peace of the county • 
of Suffolk, were fo affefted with the cafe of the « 
nonconformifts, that notwithftanding of the Biihop • 
of London's . citation before the council, they 
wrote again to their honours, praying them to 
interpofe in behalf of the injuries that were of- 
fered to divers godly minifters. They wrote in 
a very warm and interefting manner, and reflefted 
fevercly upon the Biihops; who only for trifles 
persecuted many fobcr and godly men, when pa-. 
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pifts, "who Were the Queen moft bitter cnc- 
jnieSy were permitted to live in peace, and en- 
joy every privilege they could defire. 

This addrefs of the juftices of Suffolk, 
1583. produced a letter froto the council to the 
judges of the afTizes, commanding them 
not to give ear to malicious informers againft 
peaceable and faithful minifters, nor to match 
them at the bar with rogues, felons, and papifts; 
but to flicw the world that they made a differ- 
ence between thofe of another faith, and fuch as 
only differed about ceremonies, and yet diligently 
preached the gofpcl. This letter ftruck the judges, 
and made the BiChop of London return from his 
vifitation in great difcontent ; this went like a thun- 
derbolt to his heart, for it was depriving him of 
the only pleafurc he appears to have had in this 
world. He does not appear ever to have been 
fp happy as when he was exercifing the greateft 
barbarities againft his fellbw creatures. ' The 
biOiops at this time were poffeffed of a mifanthro- 
py, which it is hardly poffible to conceive either 
heathens or favages poffcfed of: fuch profeffors 
of chriftianity were a. difgrace to the caufe thereof, 
aod it is amazing how the writers of the lives of 
thofe tyrants, have had the effrontery, to repre- 
fcnt them to pofterity as chriftiaris and patrons 
of religion. An attachment to a party, has made 
our hiftories next to fables: for who can believe 
a writer, who in fpite of the cleared evidence, af- 
firms for faA, things that carry their own con- 
futation in their very front. 

Though 
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* Though this letter to the judges of affize carried 
in it an appearance of favour to the Puritans, yet 
two independent minifters were executed this year 
for nonconformity. Their indi^hnent was for 
Ipreading fome of Robert Brown's books, where-* 
in he denied the Queen's ecclcfiaftical fupremaey. 
The two minifters who were executed, were Mr 
Elias Thackcr and Mr John Gapping; They firft 
was hanged at Saint Edmundsbury, June the fourth 
and the latter two days after. It was a ftrange 
ftretch of authority, to hang two mcu for publifhing 
books, when the author of them was pardoned 
and fet at liberty. They were fober religious 
men, and died with great fortitude and chriftian 
compofurc, their behaviour fliewed that they were 
firmly * perfuaded of the truths for which they 
iuflFercd, and they feemed to be poffeffed of the 
fpirit and tieraper of the primitive martyrs. They 
acknowleged the civil fupremaey of the Queen, 
and were dutiful obedient fubjef^ ) but could not 
in confcience allow her ecclefiaftical fupremaey, 
becaufe they believed that there was no fupre- 
maey in the church, except that of Chrift. The 
barbarity of thefe times will appear ihockmg to 
thofe who live in days of more humanity aind po- 
litenefs;, but it is difficult to fay, if religious 
people were as fteady to their principles, but 
they would find barbarity of. the fame fort yet, 
remaining in the nation. Men have learned a 
greater degree of compalifance, and rather than 
difoblige thofe who have power to hurt them, 
will comply with the times and depart from, their . 
principles.* Not- 


Notwithfknding the zeal of thfe biftiops agamft 
the nonconformifts they fuffered vice and immo- 
rality to advance without oppofition; prophane fwear- 
ipg, drunkenneft, revelling, .gaming, arid iabbath-i 
breaking were fuffered to pafs without obferya-^ 
tion; nor were the fpiritual courts troubled with 
any wicked tranfgreffors of the divine law,, .Ac 
Paris Garden in Southwark, there w^erft public 
Iports on the LordVday ; for great numbers^ o£ 
people, and fo great were the crouds, which af- 
fembled on thefe occafions, that pn the thir-! 
teenth of January, being Sunday, it happened thati 
one of the fcaffolds was fo crouded with peopler 
that it fell down, by which many wer« wounded^ 
and feveral killed, which made fome remark , thati 
it was a juft judgment from heaven, feot to pu- 
nifh them for prophaning the Sabbath-day, A- 
midft all this loofnefs.and prdfanity^-noixe of the 
Biihops gave teftimony againft it ; nor exerdfed 
their paftoral authority to reftrain it. 

This year died: the famousf Barnard- Gilpin^ 
minifter at Uoughton, in . the bifliopric of Dur-- 
ham; he was born at Kentmifc in Weftmoreland,. 
of an a^icient aqd honourable family, and was edu- 
cated in Queen's college, Oxford : he continued a 
papift. during the reign of Henry, and was after- 
wards converted from popery by the le^res of 
Peter Martyr, in the- beginning of the reign of 
Edward. He contiued a papifl till he was per- 
fuaded that the Eop6 was antichrrft; but left the 
church t of Rome as foon as he perceived (he had 
the mark of the beaft; He was nephew to Tonftal,; 

Bilhop 


( 24° ) 

Biihop of Durham^ who affifted him in his travels to 
Paris^ Lonyain^ and other foreign parts. He con- 
tinued long an advocate for the real prefence of 
Oirift in the facrament, though he did not believe 
in tranfiibftantiation. In the reign of Mary he was 
made reftor of EiEngdon, and afterwards of Hoiigh- 
ton, where he laboured with great affiduity, and 
Was often* in great danger; but was prefervcd by 
his oncle, who was always averfe to burning men for 
religion. The Northern parts at this time were ig- 
Borauc and barbarous ; they differed little from mere 
heathens in their manners and cuftoms ; they knew 
sothing of true religion, and were deftitute of all 
kinds of politehefs. Gilpin had companion upon 
them, and at a grfeat expence attempted their refor- 
mation : he vifited the defolate churches of Nor- 
thumberland, and travelled through Riddefdale and 
Tindale every ycar^ preaching the goTpel, and 
bcftowing charities upon the poor. The whole 
influence of Tonftal could not protcft Gilpin 
from the ' tyranny of Bonner; he had heard that 
Gilpin was a Lutheran in his principals, and preached 
the opinions of Luther ; for this reafon he fent 
for him to London : Mr Gilpin prepared himfelf 
for his journey, and ordered his fervant to provide 
him a long fhirt, for he expeAed to be burnt ; but 
Queen Mary died before he arrived at London, 
which faved his life. Upon Elizabeth's acceffion 
he erected a grammar-fchool at his own expence, 
and allowed a ^ maintenance for a mafter and an 
u(her. Many learned men, fince that time, have 
i;ecelv6d their education at this academy : many 

gen- 
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gfinxhfi^s cbUdrea reforted to Gilpin^ hsnc 
|>Qar4cd in [the town, aud others m hi3 own houfe, 
and feivenil poor rine^'s fons were maintamed and 
ieducaci9d at his expence. 

; In the year, ohe thou&nd five hundred and 
&Kt% he, was o^^red the bi&opric of Cairtifle, 
which be refufed; for hi: would not accept: of 
a. chajcge. which he • could not . himfelf fulfil : he 
^3L$ zn. enemy to plurali,ti[es,.;.and thought no 
ifemt) ibould have any more churches than one. 
^ilkidgion> BUhop^of Durhaq, affifted him in 
ihe eixqcuti*>tt J.<>f,.hi$. defigas, and excuf^d him 
from the habii^ ^qd fi^cripHons. After the death 
^ Pilkington, Barnes his fucceffor, was offei^dcd 
gt the popularity of Gilpin, and gave him fonii: 
trouble: <Aice when :he was going his, circuit 
tbroiu^ Riddifdale , aod Tipdale^ the : Biihop . fcnt 
for him, to preach before him, which he excvh 
led. in a yc;ry han^fopa^ manner;, but when, hjs 
returned, he fouod hipjfelf fufpended.for contempt^ 
from all ecclefi^ical ewploymenife . He .was after- 
wards reft wed, and purfued hii;' employment as 
ufiial. At laft being, worn out with labour and 
fatigue, ; and findifig htmfelf i dyiqg, he command- 
ed all: thie poor: toi :bcj brought before him, and 
took a folemni leave: of. them ; he' did the £ime 
to all his ^ relatione . land friends;, then giving 
himfelf up to God, he. took his bed on the 
laft of February, aod died on the fourth of 
March^ in the frntyrftxth year of his age. He 
was a pious and religious man, much given to 
bofpitality^aud.WPrk^ of charity j he lived in tbjs 
Voin. Hh world 


^trDt4d,/as ene wh6 had bis affeAions in bcktetf, 

and diilk-ibuced thofe bounties of providence which 

^were beftowed upon him, as a faithfiil almoner, 

to the neceffitics of foeh as were in want. He 

'died muich larfieDted 4>y his fricflds,; ev^en his 

.enemies praifed him, and accounted him a. faint* 

There were few of his difpofition among he clergy 

who adhered to the fchurch ; he was avcrfe to 

atl forts of perfecution, alid (hewed in his whote 

converfation, a meek and humble temper (^nfind^ 

This year died Edmund • Grindal, Archbifhop 

of Canterbury ; he was bora 'at Copland, in the 

couaty of CumberlandV an(i educated in the xmi^ 

-vcrfity of Canabridge. • Iff the reign of EdwanJ, 

'he was reckoned a famous preacher, aqd was by 

that King Appointed to a bidiopric; in the reiga 

Y>f Mary, he Vent idto exile, and continued tiH 

-the acceffion of Elizabeth, when he was prefer* 

'ttd to the fee of London, and afterwards to 

*York and Canterbury. He iVas for •fome time 

fcrupulous concerning habits and ceremonies ; and 

•'k is faid, that he never heartily approved of them. 

'Mr Neal, in his Hiftory bf the Puritans, gives 

him a very droll chawfler; he* gives an Wftory 

idf his fev^ities to the Puritans^ and then in 

fumming tip hi$ chara&eri v iays,^ ' be was a man 

.of a . mild and moderate temper, eafy of accefs^ 

and affable • even in -his exaltation ; but however 

.affable he Imight be to others,, he does riot ap- 

tpear to have been affable to the Puritans after- his 

preferment ;' for he pcrfccuted theiii with* great 

rigour. He appears to have been a calvinift in 

his 
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his prindplesy coTCtousin hisidifpofitioOy arbitrary. 
and tyrannical in the execution of bisgoverm^l., 
He fold leafes and paten^ for liberal fums of 
money; he held the dodrines of Calvin^ and pcr- 
fecuted the calvanifts. After confeiling all this»> 
Neal declares he was mild and , oioderate, . and 
his high (lations did not make him proud, and 
that he was the befl. of Elizabeth's bifliops. 

Doftor John Whirgift, Bifliop of Worceftcr, 
was next preferred to the See of Canterbury, and 
was confirmed on the twcnty^third of September, 
this year. He had made himfelf famous^ in his 
controverfy ,with the Puritans, and for this he 
was prrefcred to the iSee of Canterbury. He was 
no fooner advanced to that hiihopric, than ho 
heartily engaged to promote s^bfolute uniformity^ 
and the very firft week of his preferment, pub- 
lifliqd articles tending to advance, uniformity, at 
the expence of feversrl pradlical and moral duties. 
He ordered, that there fhould be no preaching, 
catechifing, or praying in any private houses, pro- 
vided there be any prefent befides the firaiily; — 
that "^ none perform any of thofe exercifes unlefs 
he (hall read the whole fervice, and adminifter 
the facraments four times in the year; — ^that all 
in holy orders (hall wear the habits prefcribed ; 
that' none be admitted to preach except fuch as 
are ordained according to the manner of the 
church of England ;-~that all preachers (hall fub- 
fcribe to' the .Queen's (upremacy, in. all things 
ecdefiailical as well as civil ;— «to the. book of com- 
mon prayer, and the thirty-nin^ articles as agreed 
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upbti and confirmed by parliament^ in one chon&nd' 
fire hundred and fixty-»two. Thcfe articles were 
ikforced with all the rigour his grace could defire^. 
which will appear abundantly evidoit in the whole: 
of his adminiftration, 

• The infordng of thefe, articles caufed a di(^ 
pute among the lawyers ; fome alledged^ that 
the Biil^op had no pottrer to inforce any articles 
it^thoqt the broad feal^ that his proceedings 
were an abufe of the prerogative and oppref-> 
lion of the fubjeds, that fome of die articles 
were contrary to the flatmes cS the realm, which 
the Queen had no power to alter/-; that they^ 
were expreisiy contrary, to ftat. 13th of £Iiza« 
bethy cap. 12, and that Whi^ifc was- for that 
reafon liable to a premunire* The Biihop's law* 
yers defended his : ^tkles by the canon law, which 
the others affirmed, could only hold with regard' 
to the church of Rome : it was faid >in defence of 
tbe fiiihop, that the Queen had a power to publiih 
articles, and that the Biihop had a licence from 
her to do what he did. This was denied in the 
prefent cafe, for the Queen had no authority to 
publifli articles contrary to the eftabliihed laws of 
the land*- * . 

. AVhitgift under the patronage of the Queen^ 
paid :lio regard to the laws of the land, and in fpite 
of all oppoficion proceeded to enforce his anacles^ 
and to fufpend all who would not fubfcribe ttbem. 
In Norfolk, Suffolk, Suffex, Effex, Kent, Lin- 
calnibire, he'fufpended two hundred and thirty* 
threes befides a great number in the diooefe- of 

Peter- 
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Peterborough and the city of Xondon. •■ llie mr' 
liifters of Sufl&x had a favour granted tljcm; to^ 
fobfcribe with a protcftation, that thejr did . ft as* 
fer as the articles were ^redabk to the word of: 
God, which was but ajpoor privilege, when the 
articles: were contrary: theretq, Maay piiichedb 
their: own confcieoces' by fubfcribing and after«> 
wards repented,: and : would hive crazed, their, 
names, biit were not &Howed to tdo it; they 
wtreaU pubifhcd to the world as abfolu^e fiib- 
fcnbersi; which} gave pany * of > them .^feat . .utjea^ 
imefs- Many of the inferioi! clergy defiVed that tht 
articles nugfat be amended^ £ar the fakc[ of tHieir .bre«» 
thren; but Whitgift. wa&-not;fo eafily removed from 
his pilrpofe,:as to regard remon ft ranees or. petit i6ns« 
He was bent againft all alterations in the h'turgy^ 
for one notable reafon, namely, left tbe church' 
ihould be thought to have maintained errctt*. This 
was downright popery, and very unworthy- of My 
proteftant ; for it is as much as to fay the church is 
infallible. His grace's arguments for fubfcribihg tH^ 
articles are no lefs curious ; if you do not fubfcribe^ 
&ys he, you do in eSk& fay, that there -is:: no 
tnre fervice of God, nor ^dminift ration df> faera^ 
mems in this land;*^that there is no law^Umil 
niftry, nor any mark of a true chiirch. Thife 
was fophiftry worthy of a biihop^ who meant no 
more than to* ferve bis own intereft,' and aggran- 
dize hk name id the kingdoms of this Wdrld ; for 
there may be feveral things in a church which- eyfery 
member h'avfe not frecdoifi tb fubfcribe^ when yet 
they do not believe the- church to wanr- air tbe 

marks 
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xttarks of a . true one. Univerfal confonnit^^ ift 
every particular . point,, is . what has never . yet. 
beeo found in any large fociety, uolefs whea^ 
men . have ! .concealed their fentiments. for fpme. 
worldly -purpofe ; and thofe who. expeft that any 
cliurch can be fo perfeft as to exhibit a perfcft: 
coHe£lion of articles, do not appear to have been, 
acquainted with human nature: uni£(»iiiity in.e- 
Tciy mode ^ of belief and ceremony of . religious 
pra£tice, • is what We never read to have happen^ 
ed iin^e the >end of the Jewifh theocracy. All. 
thofe churches who have urged uniformity^ oa 
pains of fpiritual oi* temporal puniflimennt, have 
no reafbn to. cry out againfl: the church of Rome. 
. The Archbifhq) this year received a little found, 
difcipline, from a pamphlet entitled tht '.Prailice 
ef Prelates^ which charges him with the greateft 
cruelty, .and affirms, that the Devil certainly iiiflu- 
enced him .to proceed in the manner he did. The 
author fhews, that the minifters behaved in a god- 
ly land peaceafbie manner, and that the Archbiihop 
had nothing to lay their, charge, except that they 
were confcientious ^nd fober men/ His l^rdihip. 
was not pleafed.with fuch: admonitions, and. would 
have willingly repaid the writer for his trouble; 
tut ;as be coUjdnot difcover- feiffi, ^ Vas omgcd. 
'jto defer bis , rqfentni^njt riU. a proper occafnui. 
WWtgift^fead his revenge afterward^, ;^nd:n1ade the. 
"tvbole body of uon-conformifls feel hia rtfetitmeot 
with a veng[eance. . : /..._.. 

: This ydar many fupplications were tnadc 

i5S4« to the lords of the council^ in behalf of the 
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fuffiended mini/lers ; \i&t all the cScSt which they 
produced was/ that the Archbiikop encreafed their 
oppreffioDS with their petfeions^ and obtained from 
the Queen a new ecclefiaflieal comfbif&pn under 
the great feal, whereby the commifficneFs (c^ 
which the Archbiftiop was one) Were impowered 
to enquire into all heretical opinions^ leditious 
^ books, contempts, cohfpiracids , falfe nlmors or 
talks, flanderous words ' and fayings, contrary to 
the laws; they likewife were authorized to cor- 
reft, reform, arid punifh all pcrfons dwelling in 
praces exempt or not Exempt, who wilfully and 
obftinately abfented • themfelves from the church 
and divine fefvice eftiabliflied by law, by the cen- 
fures of the church, or any other lawful ways 
and means ; and, According to their difcretions^ to 
-inflift penalties and fdrfeitures, according to the 
a£k of uniformity againft the offenders. This 
court had full power to examine people upon 
xMfth, and piit interrogatories - to them, and in 
tafd they rcfufed .to .airfwci- to excommunicate, 
fine or imprifdn' thfem^ according to the pleafure 
of khe judges. This cdurt was called the higli 
*dtoiteif56n, becaufe itsf authority extended over 
t^ whole kingdonj^' and was more extenike than 
the courts of the biftiops. • The legality of th?s 
court- was called-'in' qUeftion; but there was no 
contending with power,- wh^ii it was- engaged a- 
gairift law it thJi hand&' of arbitrary dominators. 
ThJs commiffioh Was -a mere inqiiifition, for the 
commiffioners Wert Impowcred to ufc all means 
they could divifc to find out what they called 
^- truth 
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trtffth/ airi toight rackKaai torture inca. if Aey 
fo picafedr TJiei^e ni^erje^ fo m^oy cQn(ra4i4^oQ3 
in this <xia3imi(fi0tD> ^ tbM if Would b^ m en^ldk 
taJfc tQ.pQmt.Lttem pwu::.Jt. is., taken forgrjini^d^ 
that . the .Queen .had po^r. .tO.vgrant :fu5:jt)"a cqju- 
miffion}: and, yet the wb<de teiwr thereof, isc^ 
Fef^ly: cqntrary to; M^gpa .Qiarta^ which thp 
Queen wps bofttid to pbfery^. The Iw, CM^gft* 
(Charta) declares^; that i^o ; perjibn is obliged to aq- 
cufe biit^fetf; and yet Elizabeth gave power tp 
the commifiiQners to examine men upon, oath, an4 
if they fefufed toanfwer fuch queftipos as were 
•put to them, to punifti them by any, n^eaps.ith^^ 
<ould devifd. , This was; malting the QueeQ> wil(, 
and that of hCr commiffioners, fuperipr. tO: thp 
fundamental ' law of the conftit]iAt|oq, No petfda 
:who( reads! the hiftory of this Queen's rejgn^ and 
•is poffeffcd ' with > the . fmaileft : fenfe of liberty^ and 
4>f the rtgl^tsvof. mankind , hw muft be .ih^cked 
at her condnft^r and -the beha^viour of her comr 

» 

^iffioners. .Thofe who ,glory in the reigq^of 
•Elizabeth, moft firft cegfc to be mep, and diyeft ^ 
xhemfclves 1 of all human foeHtiig. The ^e^ of 
every hioneft) man muft kiftdfe ^ heapug: Jpf Ttfe* 
lives- and liberties oC hi$::fell^w citijeos /Q^mpi* 
led upori 1^ in arbitrg^ fetmalfi,: wbo: IfipiSW-ap 
hw, butib^t;of hen 6w Wi^^. a^ibitign. . : . , 
. Tyranny ^nd oppreffipn^ipow-ftalk^d like monr^ 
iters, over all the land;: f0 ^at feople Af ^ 
ranks, who Would i^t .g\Kt. »p rfh^t dirediqo 9f 
their confciences : to the .Qtf e^o , wd the bifliop^ 
Were punifhed.laccording.tP die ^wilLaod. pJeaAu« 
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of the ec€ldii^(li(-al commiifiob. The kws of the 
land, reftrain ali biihops in their courts to cer^ 
tain rules; they c^ooc iafprifon a . clergymau^ ex« 
cept' for foruicatioQ or inceft^ and are Uable to 
be profecuted according to the law of the iand^ 
if they take coghiza nee of criroes beyond 
their jurifdiSion ; but this cozmniifion had full 
pov^er to imf^rifoh^ fiiiey ^nd puniih, according 
to the pleafure. :ofr the judges^ «all perfons who 
were ttot difpofed. to aiifwer fuch queftiox^^ aS 
they flio«rld fee -r meet do .^^ of them. The 
pra^aice of ^ impriioning men for years, without 
bringing them, to a trial, was manifeft oppreflioh; 
fdr the ' ftatutcs Irririt the time of confinement 
before a trial* Every one of thife Biihops who 
i&ed in that GommHIidn; were according to 
the law of the reahn, hsble! to be ,fued in. ai& 
adion of falfe inlpriioBment. * The law &ys, that 
no {vibjcSt ihali be fined beyond his eftate and 
ajbifity ; but the fines rarfed by this court w^re 
fo arbitrary, that no man was fure of his pro* 
petty. The fpeakmg of a rafli word, or writing 
\irhat that court called a libeli was enough to 
confine a ma^ to perpbtual imprifonihent, dr ftrip 
bim of all Mb poffeffioiis. S\k:h w^ the domi^ 
nbn of iithtd- iibUifii fanhedrimv that -if: any 
clergyman- omitteti a ceremony of the <hurth' in 
hfe public adminlftratbns', or if ai pkfffliioner . bore 
aar' ffl will at his minifter,- he might inform .the 
CJommiffioners by a letter, that he war a fiifpcfted 
perfon ;. upon which a racffenger waa fcnt to/hiS' 
hpufe to apprehend him, and to bring him befi)re 
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the high eommii&on ; and what added to the op^ 
pFefTion, the meiTenger bad ten-pence a mile from 
every one he brougnt before, the court* 

To give the reader a view of the proceedings 
jof this courts I fhall in a -few words fet down 
their ordinary praftice. When any perfon was 
brought before the Commiifioners^ he was com** 
fitted to the clerk feven weeks, before be was 
brought, to his trial When the prifoner was 
brought to the bar^ the court immediately ten* 
dered him the oath^ to anfwer all queftions to 
the beft of his knowledge ; by which he was 
obliged not only to accufe bimfelf, but often to 
bring his relations and acquaintances into trouble. 
The party to be. examined, 'was not acquainted 
before hand with the interrogatives, nor allowed 
to have copies of his anfwers, which were lodged 
in the hands of the fecretary of the court againft 
the day of trial. If the Commiilioners could not 
conviA him upon his own confeilion, then they 
examined witnefies, but never cleared him upon 
his oath. If they could not reach the prifoner 
by their ordinary jurifdiflions as biihops, : they 
then would fit as ecclefiaflical commiffioners-; [and 
if they could not conviA him upon the ftatute law^ 
they then had recourfe to old ecclefiaftical ones;; fo 
that the prifoner feldom knew by what law he 
was to be tried, nor how to defend himfelf. Somo* 
times, they condenmed men a| once, and at other 
times they would oblige them to. attend for a long 
time. Mr Brayne, of Cambridge was, upon re*- 
Aifing the interrogatories^ condemned of contempt 

at 
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at once ; . and fufpended, without ever being aI-> 
lowed to make the faialleft defence according to 
the laws of his country ; and his cafe was not 
Angular. 

There were certain articles framed by the Arch- 

bifhop, for the fervice of the court, v/hich no 

Jioneft man could anfwer, without expofmg him- 

iclf . to the mercy of his adverfarlcs. * When 

lis thcfc 

* X. OhjidmuSf fommus, &c. artUulamtir^ i. f. we- objeiSI, put and 
arcide^ joa, that you are a deacon or nunifter, aAd prieft admitted ; 
declare by whom and by what time you were ordered ; and likewifc; 
that your ordering wa« according to the book in that behalf by the law 
of this land provided* Et objkimus ctnjuitBim ie onim^ &c, divifim dc 
fttoUbet, f. e. and we objedt to you the whole of this article coojon^lyy 
9nd every Branch of it feparatcly. 

%, It em J ohjicimus, potnmuSf &c, articulamur^ that you deem and judge 
your ordering, admiffion and calling into your miniibry to be lawful, 
.and not ret^ugnant to the word of God. Et ohjicimuf utfepr.a, i. e. aii4 
we obje<5t as before. 

" 30 Mem, okjidmuSf pMsmtUt &c> i e, that you have fworh, as well 
at the time of your ocdering as inftitution, duty and allegiance to tha 
Queen's Majefty, and canonical obedience to your ordinary and his 
focceffars, and to the metropolitan and his fucceilbrs, or to fome of 
thqn. ' Et eijieuims ntfufrmt 

AfUem^ ohjkimus, &c. that by a fbtute or suiSk of parliament made in 
the firft year of the Queen's Majiefty tlTat now is, one virtuous and godly 
book, entitled the Book of Common Prayer and Adminiftration of ^ai 
eraments, &c. was authorized and eftabliihed to ftand and be from 
and after the feaft of. the nativity of Saint John Baptift then next cnfu^ 
ifig, in full force and cffed according to the faid (latute, and fo yet 
xesiainicth. Etobjiamusutfupra. 

- S' J0^» objkimitt^ that by the faid ftatute, all minlfters within her 
Jilbicttfi dominions, ever (ince the faid feaft have been, and are bound 
to fay and ufc a certain form of morning and evening prayer, cal- 
led in the a^k, Mattins, £\ening Song, Celebration of the Lotd^s 
Supper, and Adminiftration of each of the Sacramentt; and all other 
common and open prayer in fuch order and form as is mentioned 
in the iame book, and none other, nor othcrwifc. Et ohjicimus ui 
Jufrn. ^. Item, 
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thcfc articles were prefeated tp the Lord Trea- 

■ • . furer 

9. Ifem, ohjidmuSj that in the faid ftatue, her Majefty, the lords, 
teippocal, afid aU ^e comnions in that pai)|iiament afembied, do, in 
Ged*s name, eameftly charge and require all the'archbifliops, biihops, 
^;)d Ojth^r o^inaries, that they fha^) ende^yqu^ th(*a|f<;lvef jj^ tl\ciftmft 
of their knowledge, that the due and true cfecntion of t^ fajd a^ i>^fiM 
be had throughout their diocefe and charge, as they vrould anfwei it 
before almighty God. Et ohjicimus ut fufra, 

%f Item, objkifttus, ^rumus, &c. tljiat you deem and judge the iaid 
-whole book, to be a godly and a virutous book, agreeable, er at the 
leaft not repugnant ; if not, we require and command you to declare, 
therein, and in what points. Et iibjkmMS ut fufra* 

8. Jam, ohjidfnta, that for the ^ace of thcie three yeavft, twO years, 
one year, half a year^ three, t^vo, or one mouth iaft-piift, you. have, 
at the time of communion, and at all, or fbtae ^ther time ki you' 
miniftration, u/ed and worn only your ordinary apparel, and not the 
forplice, as is required ; declare how long, hew often, and for ^hat 
caule, confideration, or intent, you have fo done or ^efuCedPo- t^ 
do. Et 0hjkimys vi/apra, 

9' Ittm^ ebjicintus^ that within thfc time tforefaid, you hiave haptiMd 
Elvers, or at leaft one infant, and have not ufed the fign of t)i6 cr^fs in 
the forehead, with the words prefcribed to be ufed in the faid book of 
Common Prayer ; declare how many you have io baptl^d* aad- for 
what caufe, confideration, or intent. Et tkjklmm utfapra^ 

to. JietHf objicimuT, tliat within the' time afore(aid, you have beea 
fent unto, and required divers times, or M leaft once, to haptfcechii« 
dren, or fome one child, being weak, and hav^ ftfdfdd, ne|;|e^fced,or at 
lead io long deferred the fame, till the child w children ^ed without 
the (acrament of baptifm; declare whofe child, when, and for what 
^onliideration. Et ohjkimus mtfiprt. ' -' 

XX. Item, €t>jkimuSf &c, that within the time aforefatd, you have 
cdebrated luatrimony other wife than the book prefcribes, and wfthbiic 
a ring, and have refufed at fuch times to call for the ling, and to uie 
fuch words in that behalf as the book appoints, and parttculariy thofe 
words, that by matrimony is fignified the fpiritual marriage unity be- 
tween Chrift and his church. Declare the cireumftances of time» per J 
fon, and place, and for what caufe, intent, and eonfideratioo. B* «^ 
jicimtts utfupra, 

xz. Item, ohjkimus, &c. that you have within the time aforefaid 9e|^ 
ledcd, or refufed to ufe the form of thankf^ving or women, for fome 
one woman after child-birth, according to the faid book, declare the 

Uie 
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jfiircr' Burleigh^ and he -had read them over, he 

wrote 

Jibe cireiunfhmces dicreof, and for what caufc, intent, or confideratiDn 
Tou haTe fo done, or refufed fb to do; * Et Objtctmu^nt'fupird. 

13. item^ •bjinmus^ &c. that you' within the time aforefaid, ^ptised 
duren^infants, or at the lead one,* otherwi/e and in oth^r manner than 
^ laid book prefcribethy and not ufed the interrogatories to the gtd^ 
fathers and gedraothers in the name of the infant, as the faid book're- 
qnirech ; declare the like circnmftanees thereof, or for what cabie, in- 
tent, or confideratjon, you have fp done,' or refufed fo to^o. Et etji" 
dmus utfupra. ' 

14. Item, we do objeiSI;, that you hare within the time aforeiaid, 
nifed any other form of litany, in divers or fome points, from the (kid 
bpok ; or that you have often, or onice, wholly reftifcd to nfc the iW4 
li^oy ': declare the like pircumrfanccs thereof, or for what caufe, 'in- 
tent, ' o^ confideratipn, you have fo done, or refufed fo to do. 

' I/. J/«», we doobje<£l, &c. that you have, within the time afore* 
feid, refufe4 and omitted to read divers Icffons, prcfcrlbcdbythe faid 
book, apdl^ay^ divers times either not read any Icflbns at ill, or read 
others ini their places: declare the like circumftanccs thereof , and for 
wl^at intent, cau/c, or cojifidcration, you have fo done, or refufed. 

Jft pbjiciniux tft fupxa- - ' . > 

161 Item, ebjic'tmns, that within the time ^forefaid,' you have cither 
not ufpd ♦t all, qy elfc \ifcd another manner of common prayer or fcr- 
^ioe at bU£ial« /Orom that iKhich the faid book prefcribeth, and have 
TjCfuied thereto uie thefe words ; we cpmmlt, earth to daith, in furo 
V^d ccrtajU^ hope of refunc^on to eteru^ life : declace the like circum- 
ftances thereof, and for what intent, caufe, or coQfideration you have 
ip4o^e, or refuCedfptodo* Etobjicimfuuffupra, 

X 7* Itenniy ti^envts^ &c. t\^ within the time aforcfald, you have aovi- 
fe^y, aiid of (ft purppfc, not only omitted and refufed to ufc the a- 
forefald .parts, o^ kmt of them,' of the iaid book, but alfo foipe 
other pjKts, of the faid- book of common prayer, as being pcrfuaded that 
i|i fuch^poiifts it is repugnant to the word of iGlod : declare what 
other p^s of the faid book you haye refufed to ufc, for what in- 
tent, caufej or confideration. Et ohjiciwus ut jufra. 

1^. ^<w, ^hjifitfniSf &c. that within the time aforcfald, you have 
nt the comniuntpn and in other parts of your minifhation, ^idvifcdly ad- 
ded unto, dipiiaiihed, taken from, altered, and tranrpofed, manifold- 
ly at yOor own pleafurs, fondry parts of the faid book of common prayer j 
declare the eirenmfhinces of tiine a^d place, and fof .what intent, caufe» 

and confiderattoB. Et thjicinuts Htjitfra, 

' 19. itentt 
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wpotc a letter, to the Archbilhop, wherein he 

highly 

« 

19- IfCfih chjicimMs, That withia the time aforeiaid, you have advi* 
ledlj, and of iet purpofc, preached, uught, declared, iet dpwn^^v pub* 
lUhcd by writing, public or priTat&fpeech, matter againft the faid book 
ef .common prayer, or of fomething. therein contained, as being xq)ug*. 
nai^t to the word of God, or not conyenient to Jbe uicd in the cl^urch, 
dr fome thing have written or altered, .tendin£[ to the depriving, de(^. 
pUing, or defacing, of fome things contained in th^ faid book : de- 
clalre what, the like circumftances thereof, and for what caufe, or con^ 
fideration, you have fo doue. £/ ci^jfdmitf tff/tf/rtf. 

ao. Iff 771, ohjiwnuSf &c, that you at thi$ prefent do continue all, or 
fome of ypur foxmer opinions againft the iaid book, and have a rettle4 
pttipofe to continue hereaftei fucK additions, diminutions, alterations, 
and tranpofitions, or fome of them, . as yo|i h^etofore unlawful- 
ly have ufed in your public minifhation : and that you have ufed pri-. 
vate conferences, and a|rexnblcd| or been prefent at conventicles, for 
the maintoiance of their doings therein, ' add for the animating and en* 
couraging of others to continue in the like difpolition in this behalE 
that you are of : declare the like circumftances, and for what intent, 
cauie, and confideration. Et ohjicimus ut fupra. ' 

zi. 1/^771, ohjkimus, &c, that you' have been heretofore noted, de- 
famed, prefented, or detected publidy, to have been faulty in all and 
lingular the premifes, and of every, or fome of them, and that you 
'have been divers and fundry times, or once at the leaft; admpnifhed hy 
your ordinary, or other ecdeJiaftical magiflrate to reform the /ame, and 
to obierve the form and order of the book of common prayer, which 
you have. ref ufed or deferred Co <io ; declare the llkb drCumlhuices 
thereof. Et ohjicimus ut fupra, 

%*p Heniy that for the teftification hereafter of your unity with the 
church of England, and your conformity to laws eftabliflied, you havQ 
been required (imply and abfolutely, to fubfcribe with your hand, z. 
That her Majefty under God, hath and ought to have the fovereignty 
and rule over all manner of perfons, born within her realm, dominions, 
and countries of what edate, either ecctefiaftical or temporal foever they 
be ; and that none other foreign power, prelate, (late, or potentate, 
h^tb, or ought to have, any juriTdi^on, power, fuperibrity, pre-emi« 
nence, or authority, ecdefiaflical or fpiritual, within her Majefty's 
iaid realms, dominions, or countries, a. That the faid book of com* 
mon prayer, and of ordering bi(hop8, prie(b, anddeaotms, containeth 
in it nothing contrary to the word of God, and th«t the fame may be 
lawfully uted, and you who do fubfaibe, will u(e thfe form in the 
iaid book pre(cribed, io public prayer, and adminiftnition Of the fa«. 

eramcatSy 
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highly difapprores of them^ and compares them 
to the praftice of the inquifitions. f ^^^ ^^"* 

furcrs 


ttaments, and none other. 3. That you allow the. book of articles of 
reUgion, agreed upon by the archbiihops and bi{hops of both provin- 
ces, and the whole clergy in the convocation holden at London, m the 
year of our Lord God, one thoufand five hundred and fiity-two, and fet 
jforth by her Majefty*s authority ; and to believe all the articles there- 
in contained to be agreeable to the word of God : declare by whom, 
and how often,/ which hthertp you have advifedly ref ufed to perform^ 
tod fo yet do perfid. Et tibjkimiu ut fupra. 

23. Item^ that you have take upon you to preach, read, or expoux^d 
the fcriptures, as well as in public places as in private houfes,, not be- 
ing licenced by your Ordinary, nor any other magiOsate having autho* 
xity by the Jaws of this land fo to licence you : declare the like circum* 
lUnces thereof. Et ehjicimus utfupra, 

14. Item, ^od Pr4trm£a entnia, &e, fingula^ &c> i. e, that all and 
fingular the premifes, &c« 

f I am forry to trouble you To of^en as I do, but I am more trou* 
bled myfelf, not not only with many private petitions of fundry mi- 
nifters, recommended for peribns of credit, and peaceable in their mi'* 
nifliy, who are greatly troubled by your Grace, and your, colleagues 
in commiiSlioii ; but I am alio charged by councellors and publick per- 
Tons with neglc€b of my duty, in notfUying your Grace's vehement pro- 
tiecdiags-againft nunifters, whereby papiih are greatly encouraged, and 
the Queen's fafety endangeredi— I have read over your twenty-four 
articles, fbund in a Romifh (tile, of great length and curloflty, to cz-* 
amine all manner of minifters in this time without di(tin€tion' of per- 
sons, to be executed ex fiffich fnero* — And X find them fo curiouHy pen- 
ned, fo full of branches and circumdances, that I think the inquiiitioa 
of .Spain ufed not fo many qucAions to comprehend and to trap their 
priefts. I know, your canonids can defend thefe with all their particles ; 
butfurely, under conetSlion, tliis judicial and- cpnonical; lifting poor 
minifters, is not to edify or reform. And in charity I think they ought 
liotto anfwer, to all thefe nice points, except they were notorious pa- 
l^fts or heritics. I write, with, the teftimony of a good confciencc^ I defire 
the peace and unity of the church. I favour no fenfual and wilful re- 
cuiant ; but I conclude, according to my fioiple judgment, this kind o£ 
proceeding is too much (avouring of the Romi£h inquifition ; and it is 
a device rather to feek for ofienders than to reforni any «^— It is not 
charitable to fend poor minifters to your common regifter, to anfwer up- 
on Co many article* at one xnftant, without a copy of. the atUdes or 
i. . . , . • ' . thiax 
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furers kxm w.as ii) f^r.ftoift foftcomg /Whitgifc^ 
thac b6 .wrote a Ipng IctWr cq Cecil, xiBdicating 
bi^ interrogatories, from the praftice of the .ftar 
chamber, and the court of the marches. The 
Treafurer found it was a folly, . to coffit^nd with 
an obftinate perfecutor, and therefore Wi-ote feirtr 
a Ibprt but fevere letter, difapproting his conduft j 
teUing him he really pitied chofe th^t w^re fo 
lifted with his articled. . 

The Archbifhop being afraid of ofiending the 
Treafarer, fent him^ two papers of. reafons, on 
purpofe to pleafe him, otie to jiiflify th$r articles^ 
and the other the manner of proceeding ep^efficm 
la. the firft he affirms, that, by the ecclefiaftical 
and common law, articles of enquiry naay be ad-* 
Ihiriiflercd, arid have been ever fince the refor- 
mation; and that they ought not to Be compared 
with the inquiiition, becantfe the int^uifitbn punifii- 
cd with death, whereas they only punilhed obfti* 
sate offenders with deprivation.*, In the latter he 
gives the following very ftr^ge reaf(ms,,for pro- 
ceeding eii Tjfiero officio, i. Says he, if we pro- 
ceed only by prefenttaent, and wifoefles, theor 
Papifts, Brounifts, and fatnily men would e^peff 
the fame meafure. 2. It is hard to get witneiTes 
dg^inft the Puritans, becaufe mofl: of chdr pa-* 
riihioners favour them, and therefore will not 
prefent tbem> nor appear againft them* 3. There 

IS 

tbeir anfweis.— •! pray your Grace bear with this one (pcidumce) 
faulty that I }xx96 willed the miniftecs aot to uifyiu tbeib aitidet» ex* 
cDpt dieir-conlciciiccs may fufier then. 
>h »5. 1584. W. Cecil 
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is great charge and expence in examining wii- 
nefFes, and fending for fhiem from diftant parts. 4- 1^ 
Archbi{hops and Bifhops, fliould be driven to ufe 
proofs by witneffes only, the execution of the 
laws would be partial, their charges in procuring 
and producing witneffes would be intolerable ; and 
they fliould not be able to make quick enough 
difpatch with the feSaries. Thefe are arguments 
worthy only of a Bifliop, and that lying . genius 
who abode not in the truth ; they were far from 
facisfying the Lord Treafurer, and it is no won- 
der, for no perfons who have the fmallefi: regard 
for the laws of their country, and the civil and 
religious rights of mankind, but muft defpife in 
their hearts, fuch arguments, and their author. 
Common juftice is certainly due to Papifts, Brownifts, 
or any other perfons; and ought to be preferred 
to the eafe of a few dignified drones, who minded 
ijothing except feafting theipfelves, and devouring 
ind fleecing their flocks. Whitgift fnufl: certainly 
have been in a ftate of madnefs or lunacy, when 
he compofed the above arguments, if he imagined 
they could have any weight with a perfon of 
Cecil's uriderftanding ; for they ar6 fo deftitute of 
common fenfe and rc^fon, that every one who 
reads them^ muft proclaim the author a madman. 
The lords of the councilwei'e likewife flidck. 
, cd at the barbarity of the Bifliops towards the 
iioh-cotiformifl:8, and wrote to the Archbifliop and 
tht Bifliop of London, in their behalf. In 
ibeif letter they refleft feverely on the Bifliops, 
:. Vol* 11. K k , for 
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for fufferijag vice'aBd immorality to pafs without 
cenfure, when they were fo zealous and cruel 
agaipft fober religious men. This excellent re- ' 
mpnfti^anGe had no kind of JAfluence upon Whit- 
gift ; his heart was fteeled againfl: all the feelings ^ 
of juftice, mercy and humanity, and his chief 
pleafure was that of p'erfecuting thofe who dif- 
fered from him in. the fmalleft religious ceremony. 
Mr Beale, clerk of the Queen's council, a inan 
of much . leal-ning, and great piety, wrote a book 
fhewing the injuftice and unlawfulnefs of the Bi- 
fliop's proceeding, and delivered it in manufcript 
into the Archbiftiop's own hands. This fo offend- 
ed his Grace, that he complained to the Queen and 
lier council, and ufed all his intereft to have Beale 
tried in the flar chamber, and turned out of hiis 
place ; but the court would not proceed upon his 
complaint. It is remarkable, that all the mercy 
which appeared in this reign towards the fuffen- 
ing minifters proceeded from perfons of the lay 
Gharafler ; few or any of the Bifliops (hewed 
them any compaflion in their greateft extremity. 
A ftranger to chriflianity, who had never heard 
of Bifhops before, by reading the hiftory of thofe 
times, would be ready to -conclude they were 
devils, and that their religion was nothing clfc 
but the fumes of defpair boiling from their tor- 
tured minds. 

There was a conference this year obtained be- 
tween the Archbifbop of Canterbury, and the 
Blftiop of Winchefter on the one part^ and Dr 

Sparke 
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Sparke arid Mr Travcrs on the fide of tlie Pu- 
ritans. This conference was held in prefence of 
the Earl of Le*icefter, Lord Gray, and Sir Francis 
"Walfmghara, aic 'Lambeth. The difpute was prin- 
cipally concerning what things were neceffary to 
be reformed in the book of common prayer. This 
conference began comically, and ended without 
giving fatisfaftion to either party. Doftor Sparke 
defired that they might pray for the divine di- 
reftion, before they began to difput^ and was 
going to proceed, but the Archbifliop interrupted 
him, faying, he ,fliould make no prajujrs. there, 
nor turn that place into a conventicle. His Lordfhip 
was not fond of prayer at any time, and be -hated 
the thoughts of a conventicle, as much as he did 
preaching ; Sparke could not have propofed any 
thing which was more difagreeable to Whitgift, than 
folemn exercifes of this fort: the Archbiihop's 
talents were not of this kind; his principal gifc 
was that of making articles, and his leading paf- 
fion tyranny and perfccntion. This confereqcc 
lafted two days, and was very trifling.^ . 

K k 2 Aylmer, 

% 

• The Archbifliop opcn'd it with declaring, that my Lord of Le'- 

eefter having requeued, for hi& Tatisf addon, to hear what the njiiuifltrs 

<;ould reprove, and how their obje<£kioas were to be anfwered, he had 

granted my Lord to procure fuch to come for that purpofe, as might 

ieem bed to his good Lordfliip ; and now I perceive (faid he) you are the 

men> of whom the one I never faw or knew before (Dotftor Sparke), the 

other I know well : let us hear what things in the Book of Common Prayer 

you thiok ought to be mended ; you appear not now judicially before me, 

nor as called in quedion by authority, for theie things, but by -v^ray of 

Qonference ;- for which cauie, it fkall be free for you ((peaking in 4u«» 

ter) tQ charge the book with fuch nutters as you fuppofcto be blamc-wor* 

tby 
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Ayloier,. Bi&op^ of . Lonidon, proceeded againft 

the PuritaHS this* year, with great rigour. Whilft 
Grindal was under difgrace, he greatly troubled 
the clergy of London, with new interrogatories 
arid articles; often calling them three or four times 
in the year to an examination, and to renew 
their fubfcriptions, or fign new articles. He ad- 
vifed the heads of the uni?erfity of Cambridge, to 

call 

thy in it: Do^Skor Sparkc replied, wc.give moft humble and hearty 
thanks to Almighty God, and to this honourable prefcnce, that after 
itb many years, wherein our caufe cquld never be adn^tted to an in- 
different hearing, it hath pleafed God of hi> gracious goodnefs fo tO dif-^ 
pofe things, ihat we have now that equity aud favour fliewed us, that 
before fueh honourable perfonages, as may be a worthy means to her 
excellent Majefty, forreformation of Aich things as ar'etoberedreffed moft, 
it is now lawful for us to deckre with freedom, what points ©ught to 
be reviewed and reformed, with our endeavours, becaufe it concerns' 
the fervice of God, and the faijsfa^on of fUch as are in authority ; 
and for that the good iflue depends on the favour of God. I defire, that 
before we enter any further, we m^y firft fcek for tbe gracious direifti* 
on and blefling of God by prayer. At which words, framkig himfelf 
to begin to pray, the Archbi(hop interrupted liim, faymg, he fliould- 
make no prayers there, nor turn that place into a conventicle. 

Mr Traver*s joined with Do<aor Sparke, and dcHred that it might be 
lawful for them to pray before they proceeded any further ; but the 
Archbifhop not yielding thereunto, terming it a conventicle, if any 
fli^h prayer fhonld be offered to be made, my Lord of Lieicefter and 
Sir Francis Walfingham, willed Dodlor Sparke to content himfelf, 
faying they doubted not but that he had prayed ahready before his com- 
ing tHither. Doctor Sparke therefore omitting to ufc fiich prayer as he 
had pTOpofed, made a ihort addrefs to God in very few words, 
though the Archbi(hop continued to raterrupt him all the wh^k. 

The heads that the minifters iniiCled upon were, i. Putting the apo- 
cryphal writings (in which were feveral errors and falie dodlfines) - upon 
a level with the Holy Scripture, by reading them publicly in th« 
church, when feveral parts of the canon were utterly omitted. This 
they faid had been forbidden by councils, and particularly at the 
third Laodicea, The Archbi(hop denied any eirojrs^to bcfoiimd in the 
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call in' all their liceaces, and cjjpel til who would 
not wear the apparel^ %ii>g, that the folly that, 
was bound up in the heart of a child^ is to be 
expelled with the rod of difcipline. In his vifita-' 
tion this fumraer he fufpendcd thirty-eight cler- 
gymen in Eflfex, all men of great reputarion for 
learning and piety ; he faid, that they (hbuld be 
white with him, or he would be black with 
them. 

The Bifliops and the high comttiiffion, pro- 
ceeded in fining, depriTing, and imprifoning the 
non-conformifts ; fo ' that the Hiftory of the' 
Churdh this year, is little more than an account 

of 


Apocrypha ; which led the minifteis iDto a detail of pavticulafs, to di€ 
fatisfa<5lion (fays my author) of the noblemen, a. TJie fecond head 
was upon baptifm; and here they objecSled; i. Againft its being done, 
in private ; z. a^ainfl its being done by laymen or women ; and, 3. A^' 
gainft the dpdbine from whence this practice arifes, viz. that childreR 
not baptized, are in danger of damnation ; and that the outward bap* 
tifin of water, faveth the child that is baptized; 4. Againft the interroga- 
tories,, in the name of the child, wliich Mr Travers charged with arifing 
fiom a faUe principle, viz. that faith was necefi*ary .in all petfons td 
be baptijsed : he added, that the interrogatories crept into the churcl% 
but lately, and took their' rife from the baptifm of thoic that were of 
age ; from whence very ighorantly they were transferred to infants ; 5^ 
Againft the crofs, as 2L myftical rite and ceremony, az|d an addition to the 
f^crament, of human invention. . Here they argued f9r the uie of the crofsi, 
yet alt agreed it ought be abolifhed, and Beza. gives council to the tai- 
nifteis, rathet to forego their miniftry than fubibribe to the allowance 
of it. After 'mahy words upon this head, -my I^rd of l^eicdder {aid, it 
was a pitiful thing,, that (b many of the beft miulfters, who were pain- 
ful in their prfcaching, ihould be deprived for- thefc things; 6, They 
objedted to private communion ; 7. To the app^^U and he«e they pro* 
duccd the judgment of BifliOp Ridley at his degradation, af reported by 
Mr Fox, whoiaid it w^s top bad to be put upon a fool in a play ; «. 
They Objeacd to the books, iUowing of an in(ufficie6t niini:ftry, nori- 
ztiidenGe, and pluralities, *" 
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of the tyrainny 6f the Bifliops, and the fuffcrings 
of the Puritans. Mr Gifford, of Maldon, applied 
to the Lord Treafurer, who wrote to the. Arch- 
bifhop in. his fayour ; but Whitgift told him that 
Giflford was a ringleader of the Puritans, and for 
that reafon he was determined to bring him 
before the high commiffion. The peopje of the 
parifli of Maldon, fent a petition in his fayour, 
figned by fifty-two perfons, whereof two were 
magiftrates of the town, two juftices of the. peace, 
four aldermen, fifteen head burgeffes, and the 
vicar. The Archbifliop cut them all fliort, by 
telling the treafurer that he bad rather die, or 
live in prifon all the days of his life, than re- 
lax the rigour of his proceedings, by fhewing fa- 
vour to one, ;which might give occafion .to others 
to expeft the fame, and undo all that he had 
been doing. The Archbifliop was fo^bcnt upoti 
his perfecuting purpofes, that no applications could 
prevail with him to abate the rigours of his pro- 
ceedings. Mr Banifter, a London, divine,, who 
had been long in prifon, on pretence that he 
had been irregularly married, (for the Bifhop 
had charged him with being married in an after- 
noon,- before two or three hundred people, by 
Mr Field a non-conformift minifter) complained 
to ih€ council of the treatment which he had met 
with. The council were fo moved with his cafe, 
that they fent a letter to his lordfliip, to have 
his grievances rcdreffed. 

Xhe Bifliop complained of his poverty, and 
^hac he was not able to repay the IpiTes of oqe 
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Bcnifon, which the council recommended to Hffl ; 
yet this poor Bifliop died worth fixtcen thoufand 
pounds in iftoney, which was a great fum at this 
time. His lordfliip complained that he was hated 
like a dog, and commonly ftilcd the oppreflbr of 
God*s. people, and that he was in danger of being 
mobbed at Maldon; and indeed it was. no wonder, 
confidering his cruelties towards the minifters in 
that place, who were dearly loved by their people. 
His behaviour towards thofe who were brought 
before him, was fo rudq ^nd infulting, that it 
was fufficient to^make eyei:^: p^rfon his enemy, 
who loved decency, or . delighted in mercy* .One 
Mr Merbury, of Northampton, when, brought 
before him, was addreffed by him in this manner : 
Thou arr an afs, thou art mad j by my troth I 
think fie is mad ; he careth for no body. Thou 
takefl: upon thee to be a preacjier, but there is 
nothidg .in thee ; thou art a very afs, an idiot, and 
a fool. This was the addrefs of the Archbiftiop 
of Canterbury, in thofe days. Knave, rafcal, and 
rogue, wereMfords very familiar to this chriftSan 
Bifliop. Whitgift before his preferment, wrote in 
a different (tile. In ^ . book he publifhed, enti- 
tled, a harbour , for faithful fubjefts immediately 
after the acceflion of Elizabeth, he writes thus: 
<* come off ye Bifliops, away with* your fnpcrflui- 
tics^ yield up your, thoufands, be content with 
hundreds, as they be in other reformed churches, 
" where be as great learned men as you are. Let 
** your portion be prieft.-like, and not prince like.'* 
Whga the Bifliop was put in mind of this, he 

replied, 


i< 


i< 


( ^M ) 

replied, when I was a child I fpake as a child, 
I tjiotight as a child. • j 

The clergy ih the country were faidly^ oppref- 
fed; they were fcnt for ftom the remoteft parts 
erf the Itingdom to tambeth, where, after much 
^xpfciice and fatigue they Were fufperided, or de- 
prived, becaufe they could not agree to all the ar- 
ticles Whitgift was pleafedto impofe upbn them. 
Mr EUrfton, Vil:ar of 'Prefton, ' made fevenjour- 
nies to Peterborough, and ten to London, with- 
in the fpace of two years, b^fideS fevera^ others to 
Leicefter and Northa'mj)ton at his o)^n .expence^ 
after all was deprived" for not fubfcribing. . 

The cafe of Mr.P^ger,. iw^inifterof Kilkhamp- 
ton, in the diotefd of ExcJii, was very moving. 
At his prefentation ' he t6ld his patron, that he 
could not ib confcience ufl? fome rites and cere- 
monies ' appointed in the' fervice book ; the patron 
promifed, that if he Would accept of the charge, 
he ihould not be preflfrd tb* the precife obferva- 
tion of them. Upon' this conditibu he accepted 
the charge, and was regularly induced. Biit Mr 
Parmer, of Barnftable, envied" his' popularity, 
and complained of him W the high commiffion, 
i>ecaufe he did not mention the Queen's fupremacy 
over both ftates ; that he had faid, the facraments 
were dumb elements, without the preaching of the 
word ; that he had alfo faid, that Chrift did not 
defccnd body and foiil into hell; that the Pope 
might as well appoint the feafl, of Jubilee, as 
the feaft of Eafter and Pentecoft ; that holy-days 

and fail days were only the traditions of men ; 

that 


( ^6s ) 
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thai organ^ '>^re unprofitable in divine Worihip j 
that he /aid that minifters who did not preachy 
were dugib dogs, and that thofe who have two 
livings were knaves, and that he had called the 
late Queen a jezabel. 

When . he appeared before the commiiSon, ha 
was only, articled in common form, for not* ob- 
icrving the book of Common Prayer, and the 
rites and ceremonies of the church ; to which he 
made a very decent and fenfible anfwer, partly 
denying what was laid to his charge, and partly 
ihewing that the Bifhops themfelves did not oi^. 
ferve the common prayer on all occafions. But 
his anfwer not giving fatisfa£lion, he was fufpen^*- 
ded; and for venturing to preach after he was 
fufpcndcd, he was deprived. This honeft man 
found that there was no more fervice for him in 
the church, and having a large family, he be- 
began to teach a fchool; but the commiflioners 
would not allow him, without he would fubfcribe 
the articles, which he refufed, and they {hut up 
his fchool : he continued in this fituation till 
"Whitgift died, when he was indufted to the living 
of St Ann's, within Alderfgate. 

Mr Travers was this year brought into great 
trouble concerning his ordination ; he had been 
ordained at Antwerp ; and on account of his gifc 
in preaching, and great learning, was '- admitted 
as a domeftic chaplain to Secreury Cedl, and 
lefturer at the Temple. Upon the death of Dr 
AJvey, ' the Mafter, Travers was recommended to 
fucceed him; but the Archbiihop interpofedy. and 
. Vol. JI. LI declared 
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declared, tlwt he Ihoulct nqc be admitted unfeis 
he would be reordained according to the order 
rf the church of Euglaad : upon which be was 
fet afide, and Mr Hooker was preferred. . Mr 
Trailers continued Lcfturer for two years after 
this, and was then deprived of. his leftiwrcftiip 
and depofed from the rainiftry. The Secretary 
defired him to fuffer himfelf to be raordaibed, 
but he refufed, becaufc'he thought that k was 
condemning all the refoiimed churches as not be- 
ing . true . churches, and likewife contrary .to ex- 
prefs.aft of parliament made in that prefent reign. 
. The tyriaony 6£ the Kfliops, and the feverities 
of the high^commiflioii, nnllead of reclaiming the 
non-conformifts,' encr^afcd their number and ftrength- 
cncd their party : they grew: more diffatisfied withu 
the eftabliftiment, and pufhed harder for a refor- 
mation. There was a bpok, which wa^ in' high? 
efteem among them at: this time, entitled, IDef^ 
ciplina Sacra ex Dei verbo deforipta : the Holy 
Difcipline of the church defcribed according to 
the word of God. It was written firft in latin 
by Mr Travers^ and printed at Geneva, in one 
thoufand five hundred and fcvcnty-foury and was 
afterwards revifcd and correfted by Mr Cartwright 
and other, learned inen, at thieir fynods. It was 
this year tranflaced mto Englifh by Mr Cartwright, 
with an inteation of being publifliedj but wbife 
it was, printing at Cambridge, the copy was feiz- 
cd at the prcfs, and by the authority of thjQ 
Ar<^hI»(bop, ordered to be burnt as a- faftioli^ 
and fedirious . libel. One copy was preferfed, and 
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found in Mr Cantwrigbt's fludy after Ws death, 
and was reprinted in the year one thowfand fix 
hundred and forty-four, , under- a new title. It 
Goritains the ientiments of the Puritans :Copcern- 
ing church difcipKne, and fbews what were thofe 
alterations which they ddircd to be made i« the 
eftabliflicd forms of church order. 

There was another book wrmen .about this time, 
and privately difperfed among the peqpJe, en,t;ijrledi 
An Abftrafl: of certain Afts of Parliament, aad 
fcrtam of ber Majefty's Injunftions and Canons, 
&c. The defign x>i it was to fhew, that the 
Biflbcps in their ecclefiaftical courts had exceeded 
tbeir poSver, and had broken the laws :and .fta- 
tutes of the realm. A certain friend of the Bi- 
fiiops -made an anfwer to this rreatife ; but was 
fo inauch at ;a lofs f4or arguments, that he was 
obliged to allow the truth alledged in the book, 
and reft all his reafoning upop the uncharitable* 
nefs of the. author, who had expofed religioa 
through the fides of the Biflbops. This appears 
to have been a very ancient way of defending a 
bad caufe; for there are many inftances among 
the clergy in thofe and former tinu;^s> of com- 
plaints of infidelity and irreligion, when only their 
' vices and wickednefs were expof^. It has been 
frequently accounted the fame thing with irreli- 
gion, to expofe the wickednefs of the clergy,; and 
it is ordinarily, their laft fliift to endeavour to 
make men believe, that the reafon why forae 
writers expofe their fins is, becaufc the writers 
themfelves are enemies to chriftianity, 
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The parliament affembled on November the 
twenty-third, when the affairs of the nation were 
ail in confufion on account of reh^gipus difputes. 
The Puritans defpairing of relief from the cler- 
gy, refolved to apply to parliament for a refor- 
mation of church dilcipline. They offered three 
petitions to the houfe of commons, in which they 
craved that godly preachers^ might be fet at liber- 
ty^ that they be encouraged to continue in their 
miniftry, and a fpeedy fupply of able preachers 
be granted to deftitute places. Sir Thomas Lucy, 
Sir Edward Dymock, and Mr Gates, prefentcd thefe 
petitions. Doftor Turner put the houfe in mind 
of a bill and book which had for^meFly been of- 
fered to the confideration of th^t affembly. The 
bill wa$ entitled, An Aft concerning the Sub- 
fcription of Minifters, ancl propofed, that no other 
fubfcription be required than what was enjoined 
by the thirteenth of Queen Elizabeth;' and that 
the refufing other articles fhall not be any caufe 
for the Archbifhops or Bifhops, or' any other 
perfons having ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion, to refufc 
any minifter any ecclefiaftical office. The book 
confifted of thirty-four articles,' but was by the 
advice of the houfe, reduced to fixteen : five 
of them were againft infufficient minifters, the o- 
iher eleven related to different articles. This bill 
and petition was attended with an earneft fupplica- 
rion to the Queen and parliament, in the names 
pf many thoufands of people to confider their cafe> 
pnd grant them the benefit of the ordinances of 
tb? gofpel, 

The 
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The Bifliop of Winchefter in the names of the 
Bifliops, formed a reply to this petition.. He af- 
firmed, that their prayer favotired of - popular 
eleftion, which was long fince abrogated, 
and tended to great divifions, and to prejudice 
the patron's right ; and if their petitions fliould 
be granted, the whole hierarchy would be in 
danger. That the fufpended rainiftcrs were head- 
ftrong, ra(h, and contentious, and that it would 
be a perilous example to have fen tences revoked, 
that had been paffed according to law, except 
thefe minifters would yield. That the petition 
meant to cut of the oath ex officio^ which was a 
confiderable branch of ecclcfiaftical jurifdiftion, and 
very neceffary when the pariftiioners are perverfe, 
and will not complain of thcic minifters when 
they do not perform the. fervice of the church 
according to law, much lefs bear witnefs lagainft 
£hem; that the fmall value of ecclefiaftical livings 
Inade pluralities and noti-refideijce neceflary, and 
that it was unreafonable in the Puritans to in* 
fift upon thefe points in their petition. . The de- 
bates upon this laft point went high j and a bill 
was ordered to ^ be brought in againft pluralities 
and non-refidence, and for appeals from the. eccle- 
fiaftical courts. In behalf of the bill it^.wasfaid, 
chat non-refidencies and pluralities were mala in fcj 
evil in their own nature, and anfwered no va- 
luable purpofe ; but rendered the clergy indolent, 
and 'kept the people in ignorance, at, a time when 
jthere were nine thoufand pariflies, and only three 
Jiundted preachers. The Archbiflxop had no o- 
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thcr relief^.but to apply to the Queen; he there-^ 
fore pcrfuaded the clergy, aflembled in. convocatir 
OD, to addrefs Elizabeth, which they did }n the 
xnbfl: m6an and abjeift manner. They -rep^-efented 
themfelv^s as Jjerfons in the greareft diftrefs, on. 
account of the bill which was then depending in 
the houfe of commons .;^ and extolled her Majefty'si 
prerogative, in the higheft ftrains of flattery and 
adulation. They alledgc, chat it would Jeffen the 
revenues of the crown, hinder the ftudy of ^ivW 
nity in the univerfities; that it would tteprive meQ 
of; the livings ^hich they kgaiUy poffeffed, i^eggafe 
the clergy, introduce an unlearn^ nsiniftry, dc- 
ftroy the hofpitality of cathedtals,. and tnake way 
for confufion and anarchy. Their' reverences feem 
to have had forgotten how. many lioneft men they 
had reduced to beggary, by their cruelty and bar-? 
barity ; an aSdrefs of this kind (hews the mean^ 
iiefs of their temper^ and the hafeclefs of theife 
hearts, who could complain before they Wer^ 
hurt, and yet had not the fraallefl; degree qf fyOTt-? 
pathy or compaffion to their brethren- in ^iftrcfft 
The bill againfl: pluralities, pafled in the . houfe 
of commons, and was fent up to the Ibrds, where 
thie Arcfabifhops of Canterbury and York, and the 
.Biftiop.t)f . Winchefter, made long fpeeches aglinft it, 
allec^ing that neither the cathedrals nor profefibrs 
iU' iinivdriities could fubfift without pluralities, 
■To prove this point, they produced a lift of 
fmall livmgs, accordbg to the Queen's books. 
To this it was replied, that there were many 
fufpended imnifters vho would be glad of the 
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foallcft 06 them, if they might enjoy them with- 
out moleftarion ; however it would-be better to 
find ways and means for the augmentation of 
foiall livings, than to fuffer the people to die for 
want of knowledge, while the incumbents were 
indulged in eafe and idlenefs. After much alter- 
cation, the bill was thrown put, through the ih- 
tereft of the court, and. the influence of the 

Bifliops. ' 

' The commons were fo much offended at the 

lofs of this bill, that they refumed the debate 
concerning the bill of petitions, and ordered feve- 
ral other bills to be brought in to humble the ^ 
pride of the Bifhops, and leffen the power of the 
Spiritual .courts. One bifl was for fwearing the 
Bilhops in the* court of chancery, and King's 
bench, 'that they fliould aft nothing agalnft the 
few of the land-;' another to ^ reduce theif fees ; 
a third for Kberty to marry at all times of the 
year; a fourth for the qualification of minifters> 
and a fifth for reftoring difcipline. Thefe bills 
prop6fed fiich a reformation as terrified ihef Whole 
bench of Bifhops, They infifted upoa a refor- 
mation of manners in ' the firft place ; at>d with 
regard ta church order^ k was .required thait 
rwelve laymen fhouM be prefent, zt the eiamina-^ 
tion of minifters, to s^d the Biihop ; that the icanoa 
law, and the fpiritual* courts fhould be- aboiiflicd ; 
andthitall probases-^nd teftaments. fhtxildlDe brought 
into the coerts ' of Y?!eftminftier-hall ; that there 
• fliouMj be a presbytery or ddcrQiip in every parifti, 
which ' together • with the minifter^ fiiould deters 
' ■'■•. mine 
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sniae the fpiricual buCaefs of the parifh, with' m 
appeal to higher judicatories in cafe of complaints* 
TThe bill concerning the qualification of minifters 
put Whitgift into fuch a fright, that he would 
not have been fo terrified at a propofal to intro- 
duce the Alcoran. He immediately wrote a letter 
ro the Queen, in fuch a ftile as fcarcely any perfon, 
in the full exercife of his jeafon and underftanding, 
would have written. The meannefs and abifurdity- 
thereof muft appear vifible to every perfon who 
reads it. This addrefs of his grace, however, plea- 
fcd Elizabeth, becaufe it lodged all the power of al- 
tering religion in her hand, and gave her the fole- 
prerogative to change or alter as Ihe plcafed. Her 
Majefty was the only lay perfon in the nation, 
who might prefume to meddle in any religious 
afi^irs. ' ^ 

The Queen fcnt a fevere reprimand to the 
commons, for meddling with her prerogative, and 
attempting what (he had forbidden ; this made 
them fee their miftakc in lodging fo much power 
in the fovercign, as it was not eafy for them 
now to reftrain. The Puritans next petitioned 
the convocation, and after thW the Archbifliop for 
a reformation, or at lead fome indulgence to 
themfelves; but all was in vain, the Archbifhop 
would abate nothing, nor admit of the fmallefl: 
departure from the eftabliihment. 

While the proteftants in England were 
1585. devouring one another, the papifts were 

bufy in ehcreafing the divifions, and adding 
10 the flames of difcord, which prevailed at thiff 

time/ 
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time. ' Thejr gathered fo much courage from 
the divifions of the proteftants, that they formed 
a plot to murder the Queen. This was difco- 
vered, upon which fome of the principal authors 
fled J but one Parry was executed, who had en- 
gaged to kill the Queen, when (he was ridipg 
abroad. The f^ope had given thcfe mifcreants all 
the encouragement in his power ; he had granted 
them a plenary indulgence, and remiflion of all their 
fins, with an ajQfurance of heaven and happipefs, 
when they (hould die. This was written from Y 
Rome, January the thirtieth, one thoufand five . 
hundred and eighty-four, and figncd by Cardinal 
Como. It Ihews how far the papifiis at this time 
dared to proceed, and what a mean opinion they 
had of the proteftants in England, when they 
could form fuch attempts in the very face of 
law and government. The parliament upon, the 
difcovery of this plot, made a fey ere ftatute againft 
all jefuits and feminary priefts, or any others who 
flbould make any attempts upon the life q{ the 
Queen, in confequence of the bull of excommu* 
nicatioa iflued by Pope Pius the* fifth ;. and a- 
gainfl: any fubjefl of England, who Ihould go 
abroad for education, to any of the popilh fe- 
minaries* Thjs alarn^ing ftate of affairs, though it 
affefted the parliament, and gave them concern,- 
did not move the Queen, and the Biftiops to 
take any fteps towards uniting the proteftants 
among themfelves* The Archbifliops had been 
fore galled by the writings of. the non-conformifts j 
he therefore applied to the Queen to have the' 
VoLIL Mm liberty 
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liberty of the prefs more feverely reftr:ained, which 
he obtained, and publiflied by the authority of the 
ftar Chamber, the twemy-third of June, in the 
twenty-eighth year of Elizabeth. It was framed 
by Whitgift who wrote a preface to it. 

The non-conformifts being now reftrained from 
printing their defences at home, found means to 
publifli their books abroad, and have them im- 
ported, which gave the Archbifhop a great deal 
of uneafinefs. He found his authority was def- 
pifed, and his conduA arraigned notwithftanding 
all the caution he had ufed. Severe reflections 
on' his condud, and audacious lampoons on his 
proceedings were fpread all over the nation, which 
made him both an objeft of hatred and ridicule, 
and provoked him to fuch a degree, th^t his 
life was a burden to him. This year the Puri- 
tans and the parliament . agreed to reform the a-, 
bufes which were done on the Sabbath-day ; and 
for this purpofe a bill was palTed for the better 
and more reverend obfervation of the Sabbath-day. 
The Speaker recommended this to the Queen, 
but her Majefty refufed to pafs it, through a pre- 
tence that fhe would not • fuffcr the parliament 
to meddle with matters of rieligion, 'which were 
her prerogative. The thing however .appeared fo 
reafonable, that without the force of any law, the 
keeping the Sabbath in a religious manner^ grew 
into efteem with all fober people, and in a (horc 
time became the diflinguifihjng mark of a Puritan* 

Mr Cartwright returned home this year, for 
the recovery of his health ; application was made 

for 
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for his pardon, but he Was caft into prifon as 
foon as he landed. His modeft behaviour foften- 
ed the Archbilhop, that upon his promife to livie 
peaceably and quietly, he was fuffered to go at large. 
All thfe iqterert: that was ilfed for him by his 
friends could not obtain a licence for him to 
preach; but the Earl of Leicefter made him Go* 
vernor of the hofpital of Warwick, where he 
Was permitted to preach for fprae time, aind* to- 
joyed a falary of an hundred, pound a year with 
a free dweliing-houfe. 

Mr Travers and Mr Hooker had a contro- 
verfy about this time concerning doftrine; the 
one was was a ftrift Calvinift, the other of lar- 
ger principles : they were both leftiircrs at the 
tetnple, and preached againft one another ; from 
. this they proceeded to write againft ekch other, 
and the cohtroverfy grew warm. Hooker had the 
Archbiflio'p on his fide, and was fure to gain the 

'day; though the other was thought to have th? 
better of the' argument: Travers was forbidden 
to preach any more, by order of the Archbilhop, 
and* was accufed of not being ordained by the 
church of England, and of tranfgreffing the or- 
ders of the Queen. • He made anfwer to thefe 
charges in a petition, to which 'Hooker' replied, 
and. the matter was left undetermined, and Mr 
Travers under the fdfpenfiori of the Bifhop. 
The parliament affembled this year on^ 

-the twentyniinth of Oftbber, when the 158^. 

' non-eonformifts prefented another petition 
for felitf. In this petition they fet forth the dif- 
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mal fituation of the people for want of the gof- 
pcl ; aflS^rming, that the Bifliops cither did not 
preach at all, or fo feldom, th^t inany places had 
no preaching ; that they were fo incnmbered 
with civil afiairSy that they had no time to n:iind 
fpiritnal matters, and mingled the affairs of the 
jchurch fo much with thofe of the ftate, . that it 
was impoifible they could pay proper attention to 
the duties of their calling ; that they made priefts 
of the loweft of the people, and caufed many to 
forfake their callings in which they had been brought 
up, for the fake of filthy lucre to ferve in an 
.employnaent, for which they were in no- manner 
qualified. Thefe and many other reafops were 
o^Eered in this petition, why the parliament ihould 
interpofe r their authority for the relief of the 
AQncQuformifts. Along with this petition, they 
.prefenjtjed a furvey of , feveral counties, con- 
.taining the names of minifters, and livings^ they 
poifeired, who neither refided upon phtir charge, 
Bor were^ in any rcfpefl cap^bl^^ of doing their 
duty. Laftly, they proceeded to off^r a bill to th^ 
houfe of commons for a further reformation of 
ibe church, and redrjefs^of grlerances. All this 
had no efied ; the convocation continued to fit af- 
ter the parliament,' and gave a.Jubfidy to.tKe 
Queen, contrary to the xuftom qf the kingdom, 
which (hewed the Puritans what they had to ex- 
pefi, when the power was lodged iu fuch fapnds. 
The Archbi(tiop had now the pre& in his own 
power, md took c^re to reftraia the ^ Paritansi 
from priftttOg 9r publi&ieg thdr grievances, to 
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jthc world ; while he allowed popifli books to be 
Scattered oyer the Kingdom, and granted licence 
tp bookfellers to import xbem. This was altoge^ 
ther . unfi^ir and partial ; for it was xertainly no 
more than juftice to fuffer thp , people to hear 
l^th ildes of the queHion. Whitgift appears to 
have been a greater friend of the papifts than of 
the non^onformifls> for he allowed ihem feyeral 
favours which he refufed to the others : even whca 
they were contriving the .death of the Queen, 
and fome of them convicted this fame year of a 
4efign to murder - hi^n Ballard,, a papift, and: a 
few more- were convicted on, this acoc^nt Whe- 
ther this was a true or a (ham plot, is. not eafy 
learded from the hiitory of thefe times:; for fuch 
is the partiality of pafty .wrkers, that they ha^re 
frequently giveq falfe colourings to; fafls,- when 
they had their owa en4s to ferve,;. which makes it 
difficult to afcertain what is precifely tbe truth. 
/The papifts. had been engaged, in the pradice^of 
tiifaflinations, ai^d the policy of princes, found .it 
fometimes convenient to contrive iham plots and 
father theqi upon: them, on pur^fe to. cover 
jcertain defigiis ]^hiph they me^t , to keep fecret. 
At this: jtime it was.,>iQcei|[ary for faving appearances 
.to facriiicc a f?w Roman catholic's to the policy 
s>( the court, that they, mig;ht with a better grace 
proceed in perfecutit^g the Puritans. Ballard ap- 
|>ears to have been a m^n of good , iinderlland- 
ing, and oi)e who knew t|ie contrqverfies of thpfe 
.tioaes with great a<:curacy;, \ ijiis obfcrv^tions 4mi 
Wfaitgift's tyritings . ag«i<^.iC^r|wrighjc, which ;he 
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tnade before Sir Francis Knollis, Treafurcr of the 
Queen's houfhold, are pertinent and juft. He 
faid/ he would not defire a better defence of po- 
pery than the Archbrlhops writings againft Cart- 
Ttrright, and his injunSions fet forth in her Ma- 
jefty^s name; that if any men among the pro- 
teftants lived virtuoufly, they were the Puritans 
who renounced their ceremonies, and would not 
be corrupted by pluralities. That unlearned, and 
reading, minifters were rather a furtherance than 
an hindrance to the catholic caufe. That though 
the Bifliops owned her Majefty to be fupreme 
governor in caufes ecclefiaftical, yet they did ndt 
keep their courts in her name, and that though the 
names ' and authority of Archbiihops and Bifhops 
Were in ufe In the prfmitive church, they forgot that 
they were then Lords or Magiflrates of order only, 
made by the Prince, and not Lords of abfolute 
power," ruling without appeal. This Roman catho- 
lic appears to have underftood his fubjeft much 
better than the Bifliops, and has given his- fuft 
frage fairly in behalf-of the Puritans. 

The" Puritans being wearied with Applying to 
their fuperiors for redrefs of grievances, began 
to defpair, and proceeded' toform'a plan of church 
order of their oWn. They held claflical confe- 
rences every fix weeks^ and -every half year pro- 
•vihcial affemblies, and general affemblies once every 
year ; arafong'libofe trfid Approved of this order, 
were Meffrs GartWfight * aiid- Travers, Dr Kncw- 
ftubs, Meffrs Chark, Edgerton, 'Reynolds, Gar- 
diner, Gifford, Berber/ Spicer, Qreenham^ Payne, 
' * Ncnncr, 
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Nenner, Nield, Snape, Johnfon, Nicholas, Dr 
Sparkes, Meffrs "Ward, Stone, Warkton, Lark, 
!f^letcher, Lbtd, Scanner, Ruflibrook, Littleton- 
Oxenbridge, Seyntclere, Standen, Wilcox, Whita- 
kcr, Chadderton, Perkins, Allen, Edmunds, Gelli? 
brand, Bradfliaw, Harrilon,. Maffie, Hilderfhan^i 
Dod, Brightman, Cawdry, Rogers, Udal, Dyke, 
Wight, Paget and others, to the. number of five 
hundred, all beneficed clergymen in tfie church 
of England, perfons of good charafters' and able 
preachers, and many or them members of th^ 
univerfity of /Cambridge, where thcy^^had ftrong 
influence, and many friends, \ . / 

This year fir Wallard was called to an account 
for teathing, that our Saviour and his Apoflle^ 
adopted the order of the jewiflij fynagogue into 
the chridian church, and defighed it as a con- 
ftant model of church government. He was or- 
dered to make a public^ recantation, and ' fufpend- 
ed till he ihould perform it : he was alfo bound 
over in a recognizance of one hundred poi^mds for 
his good behaviour: many others fufFered^ in the 
fame manner and for the fame caufes. Mr Settle was, 
fummbned before the Arch btihdp at Lambeth^ 
and charged .with denying the. article concerning 
the defcent qf our Saviour's foiil into hell, or the 
place of the damned. He confeffed that it was 
his opinion, that Chrift did tiot afcend locajljr in- 
to hell, and that Calvin and Beza wire of thq 
fame opinion. This put thd Archbiflbop into fuch y 
a paifion, that \it called him afs, dolt and fool. 
Mr Settle, told his Lordihip; that he ought not 
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to rail at him, feeing he was a miriifter of the 
Y' §pA^cI* Wh^t, faid the Archbifliop, doft ihoii 
rtiink iiiuch to be called afs and dolt ? I have 
called many of thy betters fo* Truei faid Set- 
tle; but the queftion is, how lawfully you have 
done fo? To which His grace replied, you' fhall 
preach no more in my dbcefc, and then fent him 
to the Gate houfe a clofe prifonen , 

The Spaniih invafion which began to 
1587. tlireaten fiugland this year, put forac ftpp 
to the perfecution of the puritans, but 
compliairits were uhiverfal all. over the nation, for 
want of faithful preachers, . and many petitions 
were fent to the QueeriVand parfiament, for a 
fupply of minift'ers to preach the gcrfpel. Many 
of the fufpended miniflers, about this time, came 
to London, and flickered themfelves in the city; 
but to . prevent , their preaching in any of the 
churches, a commiiTion was fent to all minifters and 
church -war4cns, to forbid theni any of the pul- 
pits. The Puritans, notwithftanding all thefe dif- 
couragements, kept together, waiting patiently till 
, providence {hould fend th^m relief; they main- 
tained . their ufual^ affociations, and ftrengthened 
pne another's hands by every lawful means they 
could devife. They agreed upah rules of church 
order, and appointed, that in all their fermons^ 
they Ihould endeavour to wipe of the reproach of 
fchifm which their adverfaries had caft upon them. 
They declared, that private baptifm was unlawful, 
and to ufe the crofs in baptilin fuperftitious. la 
another of their aSemblies ^tbey determined^ 
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that no man Ihould take upon him minijlerlufft 
*vagum\ that they Who <ake upon them a cure of 
fouls, (hould be called by the .church whom they 
are to ferve, and be ^proved by the clafs or 
feme larger affembly ; and - if they (hall ' find them 
qualified, they ''fliall recommend them fb the Bi- 
thbp for ordination, provided they can obta!in it 
withoat fubfcribing the Book of Common Prayer. 
In another provincial affembly they agfedd, that 
the oppreffions offeired to the Puritan minifters, by 
the Bifliops, and their officials, in the fpiritual 
courts, fhould^be collefted and regiftered, ;This 
would have been a fpecial means of prefer ving the 
hiftory of the perfecutions- of thofe times, if it 
-had 'been properly executed ; but it does not ap- 
pear that ever they put this plan in execution. - 

Mr Fox, the famous author 'of theAfts and 
Monuments of the church of England, died this 
year: he was' af mUn of good learning, piety, and 
linderftanding, indefatigable in his application af- 
t«r every bi-anch of knowledge which related to 
that great performarice which he undertook. He 
•was a perfon of liberal fentiments, and againfl: e- 
very fpecies of pcrfecution ; he collefted his afls 
and monuments whh^ great care ; and though, in 
fome inftances, he may be mi (taken, yet it does 
not -appear, that 'he defignedly perverted any e- 
vidence he received,^ either againft his enemies, or 
in behalf of his friends. He was born' at Bofton, 
in Lincolnfliire, and educated in Brazen-nofe Col- 
lege, Oxford ; he was tutor to the Duke of Nor- 
folk's children, and was by him, in the reign of 
• \ Vol. IL N n Queen 
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Qgecn Mary, conveyed privatply <5ut of the kmg* 
dom. In his exile, he collected the materials of 
his work, which he . publifhed iirft in Latin, and 
afterwards tranilated into £ngii(h, that it might 
be more generally nfeful. , He. was fhamefully ntr- 
gkfteJ by Queen Elizabeth, (who called him far- 
ther) becaufe he was a non-ccMiformiil, and never 
advanced to any higher preferiBe;nt , than a Pr€>- 
bend of Salisbury. He died in London^ in the 
jfevcntieth year of his age, and was buried in Crip- 
j)legate churchy where a ilat ' marble ftone lies o- 
ver his remains. His aSs and monument?, are 
the beft monument to his memory, and will fliew 
his merit to future generations. . . 

This- year the controverfy between the 
1588. Bilhops .and the Puritans received a new 
turn. The firft reformers, and all . the 
Bifliops, fince the reformation, were fatisfied, that 
*the fupcriority of Bifliops, above other church of- 
ficers, was merely 3 political appointinept, infti- 
tvited for the fake of order, .but not authentica- 
ted by divine authority. They held, that, there 
were only two orders of church officers, namely, 
Bifliops and deacons; and according to them, Bi- 
fliop and Presbyter were two names for the fame 
oflSce; but the Archbifliop's Chaplain, in a fer- 
mon which he preached at. 5t PauPs Crofs, on 
the twelfth of January, this year, maintained, that 
the Bifliops of England were a diftinft order from 
Priefts, and had a fuperiority over them jure di- 
vim, and direftly from God. This he affirmed 
to be a divine iaftitutios; though not eKprefTed 
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ia fo : Oiaajr words, yet plainly impUedf aQ4 might' 
bp -jqftly iaferxed, aad to defy , it was bcrefy. 
The abfuidity of this piece was siaoifeft to almofl: 
every pm'fon, aad it is hardly poffiblq, that he 
h^mfelf copid belieire it. BaiKH^oft had his eye 
upon preferment, and it was ncceffary to fey or: 
do fomechiQg to obtain it. To gWe aO account 
of all the writifrgs which ba^ been publiihed 
iipoQ diis . cotttroverfy, would . be to publlfh a 
¥oIume of fopbaftry, which few ptem people could 
und^ftand. Tke reader will hrear more of this 
point m the fequei of this Hiilory, and for that 
rcafoA it ihaU be paffed over at this, time. Se;reral 
cooapjaints were made againft it by both the clergy 
and laity; but Whitgift faid, it did much good: 
he faid, he rather wifhed that Bancroft's dok^ne 
was true, than beHeyed it ; it was new do£lrine to 
all the : Biihops, but no way difagreeable to the 
pride of the tnetropolitaa 

Mary, Queen of Scots, was beheaded laft year, 
at Fotheringay caftle, which alarmed all the po« 
piih princes, and made, them threaten rerenge 
upon. Etizabeth^^ Among att tbefe, the King of 
Spain made die chief : figure, on .this ocoafion^ 
He prepared a great and flrqng fleet,, with an 
army to in?ade . England, and to reduce it to 
the' ' catholic faiths iThis Fleet had i: been 
three y^rs in preparing,, and was by the: Pope 
called the in vincible .am;ado :. it 'was well- manned^ 
and fui^niflied with all forts 'Of ihftruments of tor- 
ture, for the heretics iu' England. It made a 
formidable appearance, for. the ihips ; were vei^ 
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large, and appeared like fo many caftlcs floating 
in the ocean ; but Providence, which is greater ' 
than princes, and naore powerful than Kings, dif- 
pcrfed this great fleet by a ftorm, fo that few 
of the Spaniards returned to their own country 
to tell of their fuccefs. 

This year died Meflrs Sampfon, Lawrence, 
1589. and Humphreys, men of great efteem^ among 
the Puritans. Sampfon is faid to have been 
the means of converting Mr John Bradford to the 
proteftant religion^ he received orders from Arch- 
bifliop Cranmef, and Mr Ridley, in the year pne 
thoufand five hundred .and forty-four, who dif- 
penfed with the habits at his requeft. He was 
iGrft Reftor of All-hallow's, Bread-ftreet, and was 
accounted a famous preacher in the reign of Ed- 
ward the ' fixth ; but was, upon the acceiEon of 
Mary, obliged to leave tb6 kingdom, and flee to 
Strasburg, where he was highly efleemed by Tre- 
jnelius, and the divines of that country. When 
Elizabeth came to the throne, he was offered the 
Bifhopric of Norwich, which he refufed, becaufc 
lie could not in confqience conform to the habits 
and ceremonies. • He was afterwards inflalled Dean 
of Chrift's chu^^ch, Oxford, but was again depri^ 
yed by Archbiflic^. Parker, for noni-conformity. 
he fatisfled himfelf with the Maflerfliip of an hof<> 
pital in Leiccftcr, where he lived and ended his 
days Jtt peace. . Humphreys was Profcffor of Di* 
vinit'y in Magdalen College, Oxford, where he 
was* made Queen's Profeffor, in the reign of Eli- 
zabeth} he leas afterwards Preiident of Magdalen 

CoUegje 


( 2S5 )• 

College and Dean of Gloucefter, which Ws the 
higheft preferment he ever arrived at. He was 
a great fcholar and a good linguift^ and underftood 
divinity better than moft in that age. He died 
in the fixty-third year of his age. 

Edwin Sandys, Archbifhop of York^ died about 
this time; in his youth he is faid to have beea^ 
a good preacher, and was exiled for his religion 
in the reign of Mary. He was preferred 
afterwards fucceffively to the Sees of Worcefter, 
London, and York, stnd was a zealous ftick- 
kr for conformity of all forts in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. He perfecuted the' Puritans in 
the fevereft manner, and called for the affiftance of 
the f ccular arm to inforce his power., Whatever 
may be faid in his behalf, by thofe who may 
praife a party, for finifter purpofes, it is mani- 
feft, that he had all the outward appearances of 
a bad man;, he faid, he believed rites^ and cere- 
monies were not of divine iQftitution, and were 
of very little fervice, and yet he perfecuted all 
who would not conform to them with un- 
relenting cruelty, as far as his power could ex* 
tend. 

. As long as there were any hopes of fettling <if* 
ferences between the church and the Puritans, 
the controverfy was carried on with fome degree 
of temper ; but after all hopes of agreement were 
at an end,^ the difputants loaded each other with 
reproaches and calumny. The Puritans were now 
excluded from all privilege of the public print- 
ing-ojQSiccs ; all the preflea were ihut againft them ; 

they 


C 2^^ ); 

they had therefore now no opportunity of via- 
dkatiog themfetves^ or of defending tWir caufe 
through the ordinary chaxmel. To Mncdy this 
diiadvaajtlge, they procured a private ooei and 
carried it from place to place^ for fear of bemg. 
dtfcotered. It was firft fet up at Mouldiky in 
Sirrry, iiiear Baogfton on the Thames^ afterwards 
at. Fawiley in Northampccnihtre ; from thence to 
Norton^ from thence»to.<joyentry, from Coirentry. 
to Woolfton in Warwickihire> and fn>m^ (hence 
to JM^nchefter, in Lantiaflaire, where it was dif-* 
ctnrered. Many faxcaiijcat performances were 
printed by this prefs, and difperfcd oyer all the 
Idisgdomy yriiicfa very much incenfed the BiChops 
agajnfl the Puritans; One which is entitled 
Martin Mar-prelate provoked them highly ; it is 
▼ery fcTcre againft their reyerences^ and places 
them in fuch attitudes, as highly of&nded their 
modefty. Who wias the author of this droll per-* 
fonnance cooald never be learned; k was fup^ 
pofed tQ be the work of a club, who aflboatad 
together to revenge themfelves on the £i(bopsj 
for their cruelty towards the . noa^con&>rmiils» 
There are many true, and a great number o£ 
hiiijiioroik . fayings in that performance, and ac- 
cerding to die bngiiage of the ttmes, it is not 
faodty written. The writers indeed appear to 
Itaife been angry, and it muft be aIlowe49 that 
the Bifbops had giwa^ them ibme occafion, wha 
nerer did any thing lo pleaie them ; but it is 
ad manifeft, that the clergy were as much cha« 
grioed at this pcrfomaoce^ as the writers were 

offend* 


( 487 ) 

offended at theiki. If Whifgift coflW have dit 
covered the writers of this fatire, Jie wpuld have 
made them pay foaodly for ' the . freedoiti. they 
ufed with the gentleimcn of. the. black r cloth. 
Befides this book, there was. another^ emitled^ 
Thcfe^ MartiniaiMB, dedicated to WhMgift^ under 
the name of John Kaokefburyj /contaiJning a 
great many fcvere thtojgs agakift. his - rieVerence : 
for which he gave the -, author ne' thanks^ as he 
did not love to bear bis own praHes*^^ founded in 
fuch d manner as the adthor was difpofed to 
found them. There, was alfo a Tcry droll per- 
formince adreffcd to.:Doiftor Cooper;. jBifhop. of 
Winchefter; the thle$)f'iit is Ha\ye'bny\iui9rhfor 
the Cooper? The author pays his ref[Jcfts to;thc 
Bifliop very huraoroufly, and faysiifome farcaftical 
things not unfit for thetaftc of a digpaitary.bf thofc 
draes. The cobler's book, and another with the 
title, Ha^ ye any more work for the Cooper ? were 
performances of the fame tafte, auH contain xnany 
fevferC' reficflions agiinft the Biflibps, and ' the 
fubfcribing clergy. The prefe was feized, when 
the iirft of thefe performances w^re printing, with 
feverel other pamphtos unfiniflied, ' containing 
matter of the fame import. The friends of the 
church vere undet a neceffity to try the wea- 
pons of ridicule, when they coold not find an 
opportunity for ufing their ordinary artillery, 
but their humour is but heavy, and their wit 
low ;: the matter of ftft is, they could not find 
fo many objefts of ridicule among the Puritans, 
as they^ found among them, which rendered it 
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ittbre difficult to write ih the hrfit i&atinen 
Pappe with an hatchet, Pafquil's apology, an 
• almond for a Parrot, a counter cuff given to 
Martin Junior, are all written in the fame tafte, 
^nd contain^ fome humorous things, but breathe too 
much of . perfecutibn to make the reader laugh. 

To ptit a period to thrfe pamphlets, the 
Qaeen fent a letter to the Archbifliop, ordering 
him ta riiake ftrift enquiry after the printing prefs^ 
and iffued' forth a proclamation, for bringing all 
feditious libels and books, whether written or 
' prijited before the ordinafy, or one of the privy 
council, and prohibits all her fubjfefts from keep- 
ing fuch books in their cuflody, as were con- 
trary ro the laws which confirmed the eftablifhed 
religion: 'as foon as this printing prefs was dif- 
^covered, the 'Archbifliop wrote to the Lord 
Treafurer;* to profecute the perfons in whofe pof* 
feffion it' was found; but begged it might be 
^one by the Lords of the .Council, and by the 
ecclefiaftical Cominiffioners, bccaufe . they had fuf- 
fered much reproach by fupporting the govem- 
•ment already,- which had received many wounds 
through their fides. Accordbgly thofe, who had 
fupported the prefs, were deeply fined in the ftar 
chamber, and others were executed for publifliing 
A -whit were called libels. . 

The Archbifliop, in his next vifitation, framed 
twenty-two articles of enquiry; upon which the 
church- wardens of every parifli were to be ex- 
amined upon oath. According to thefe articles, 
they were to fwcar that their minifter was con- 
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i6tmdh\e fd things, to the ofien of the 
chdrcb, oci^c!?5;rt/e to iflflrpeach hwa ; and to de- 
clare wlie^tf ' thkf knew of any bf their neigh- 
bours, or felt^ parilhoners, who were common 
fw^aref^ drunteardsl, ufarers^ witches, conjurers> 
heretics ; any mM that ha^ twa wiyes j or woman 
that bad two* l^^band^ ; whether they knew o£ 
jWy that went to cottVentrcIes, or meetings kft 
faying prayers iisi pt-i?atc hdufes j any • that Wer^ 
of age, and did not receive the fecramerit thr«^ 
tiWe^ a year* Thefe articles were fo Bke articles 
0^ inqnSfitton, ' 'ihat S5r Francis KnoHys, when he 
i^ead thenij Tent 'them to the Treafurer, caHmg 
mHem artidiis of inqiiifition, highly injurious to the 
iroyal prerogative ; but his Grace proceeded in fpite 
of all oppofition. 

• This year Mt TUdial fufiered fcircrely> on 
fiippofiirof^f of being the arirhof tif one of is<9^. 
the pamphlets pubHfhed againff tfic Biihops, 
entitled, the Diklbgue ; he had been mlnlftcr of 
Kitigfton on Thames, and was filcnced by Dr 
Hone, Officia! of the Brfliop? court. He wis cal- 
led by the • people of Ncwcaftle upon Tyn^; 
who wanted a niinlfter to do duty ambng theiiij 
bnt aftet he had refided a ye^r aipong theii, he 
VTas fent for to London, by Lord Hunfdon' aid' 
the Lord Chambe^laiti, to appear before th6;ec- 
cJefiaftical Cotttmiffidners. . ^hb . conim}fli6ners liirere^ 
hotd Cobham^ Lord Buchhurft, Lord Chief Jiifticc! 
Aiidetfon, J^j^.Yo^g, Biftop of Rocheftcr,' Mr. 
Fortefcue, ^f JEgerton, the Queen's Soiicitori^ 
Dr Aubery; and" Doftor Lewin. . The examina- 
Ifol. IL O o tion. 
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tiqn^ turned chiefly upon thofe books wBich 
bad been publiflied againfl: the church and the 
Bifhpps; which they wanted to fiK upon Udal as 
the author. The firft ftep of their proceedingsr 
after the examinatloQ^ was, to prove Mr U^al 
author of the book entiftled, the Dialogue. They 
obferved a very prepofterous method in attempt- 
ing to do this; the pretended witnefles were nbc 
brought into the court, but only their examina-^ 
tions, which the Rcgifterer fworc to: this was 
cpntrary to the ufual method of trial> which ^ re- 
quireSy that the accufed and accufers be brought 
face to face ; but they were determined to find 
Udal^ gnilty at all events, ^ He made an excellent 
defence, and anfwered with great calmnefs and 
readinefs of thought, and obferved great decency, 
in all his replies. He. was required to fign a 
fubmii&on the court had drawn up for him, which 
\ he refufed; upon which feotence of death was 
paiFed upon him, and the execution thereof pub* 
licly ordered; but next morning by private or- 
ders from the court, he was reprieved till her 
Majefty's pleafure was further known. }n a few 
months after he died in prifon through grief. 

The Puritans, though they difapproved of thefe 
fatyrical pamphlets, were made to fuffer feverely 
on account thereof. Mr Cartwright, as the chief, 
of the Puritans, was fufpended from his charge 
in Warwick hofpital, and fummoned to appear 
before the high commiffioners, who committed 
him. to* the fleet prifoq, with feveral others of his 
brethren* The commiilioners^ wanted to difco- 
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ver where they held their aflbciatidns, how of- 
ten, and who were prefent at them; what mat- 
ters were treated at them ; who corre^led or fet 
forth the book of difcipline, and who had fub- 
fcribed and fubmitted to it. Mr Carl^right an« 
fwered to thefe and fundry other interrogatories 
which were put to them, ^hich the civilians ac- 
counted infufficient, fb he remained with the reil 
of his brethren . in prifon. .... 

On the thirteenth of May this year, they 
were brought before the ft^r. chamber, 1591. 
which was a court coropofe4 of certain 
Noblemen, Biihops, Judges, and Ck)unrel]prs,'Of 
the Queen's appointing, to the number of twenty 
or thirty, with her Majefty. at their bead, who 
was fole judge when prefent ; the reft of tho 
members being only to give their opiqbn by way 
of advice, which ihe might, difaliow or not a$ 
flie pleafed. In the abfcace of the Queet),.tb^ 
determination was by a majority, the Lord Chan- 
cellor haying the cafting vote. The proceedings 
gf this court .were exprefsly contrary to the laws 
of the land, for they neither proceeded by jury 
nor the ftatute law, and yet their determinations 
were as binding --as aj(h of parliament. The ty- 
ranny of this court was intolerable; almoft all 
ranks of perfons felt its oppreilions ; its fines were 
fo arbitrary and exorbitant, that few ever came 
before^ it but were ruined. 

When Mr Cartwright and his brethren came 
before, this court, the Attorney G^eral reproach- 
«d then; bitterly for refufiog. the oath; and when 
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Mr Fuffler, Goun&l for the i^ifoQcrs^ 'oScrcd to 
ani^er in tbdr befaaif, fat 'wss ordered ;to, fie 
down and befileox. From the ilar diambiQr, tbt^. 
. werp fent back to the l^igfli cQmmi&on^ "wksrti 
Bancroft had a Icmg difprne with Mr dartwrighit 
concemmg the :oadi; fnom thence they ^ere re-i 
jnhted back to the Iftar chamber, and a biH vm 
.prefered againft diem, codfifting iof twenty artides^ 
condemning their afibciations as nnlawfdl meetings^ 
To this they anfwer^d, that their af^bciations -were 
lawful and orderly, and in nothing o&at^apy to tfa^ 
laws of the realm ; that they csrerctfed no rjorif^ 
diSionV nor movsed any fedition ; but trania&ed M 
their a^rs with ail due refpeA to the Qneen 
and the church;; as fw the oath diey did nut 
refufe it in contempt of the court, but becaitfe 
ihty l>elieved it contrary to the law of God and: 
Bature. This aofwer not being &tisfii£lory, chqy 
were 'fent back to^ prtfon, where they remainoi 
for two years wicbonc any further :tml or tcing 
nittmmi to bail. King James of Scptiand inter^ 
ceded for >them, m ^tetter dire&ed to the Queen, 
die twelfth of Junis this year, and many ocliert 
^Ifo wrote let^i^ in their behalf, but withoot fuc^ 
cefs; for the Ar(!h4>ifbop would jEfot coufent to/ 
their ehlargeinent, 'Ufllefs they 'WOidd adknowledge 
0ie churdi^of England to ^^e a true dwrch. 

All applicatioHS proving ineffeOual, tfc^ 

1592. refolved at laft to petmon -the iQueen/ 

Which they did. This petition bears date 

in April ' one thoui&nd five huudred and ninety^ 

two, In this reprefeotatipn, ihey anfwer all tho 
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efaarfpas l>n9Ughc agauft th^m 'eoooehimg the:ipaii;> 
fefaoim, risbdiiony fiiprjemacf, excofflmuoiicaeion^ 
concerBing their izonferences and ifingularity, with 
great cedmna&'and mod^y. . Thjoiigh f erfecntioa 
hsd mucfa luffled their tfn^iere, fot: tiiere is 
sothiag jo ttheir p£titm bm viAumisxdebent, graiie, 
^ad fdher* Id r i^artsKrigbt was fome time aiter Aisf 
fet at ^hcrtJYf ' va^sm his fmmii& m Jive x|aiedf , 
and^as reftored to his ^hofpiial a; Warwick^.iwbere 
be fp^it tthe rieiaaiader of his days id 'quietnei«, 
trodiottt Wf further difturbaiice ; ^r the reft of 
hJ8 brethren /COfKinued und^r • faipenfion^ aiad the»^ 
fainilies ^eacpdled ta M^aot and indigence, and 'omtf 
of them ready. to ftarve. Some of diem 3f^rerc 
ftajfpended for fevea years, feme for fu9j6j ochet's 
f^r (our^ and mafiy for bwo y«ars : during which 
thne :<hey nvere ^^Kpofed co great sx^ant, hunger, 
and diAr^ .ail which the^ fuifered wida gteat 
reiigiiatibD and fuiiaEiiilioQ i)o;.the ^ill.of ^iravideAce^r 
lilhe proceedings of th& Jbigh comn9i&(^^s, 
made their au^oriiy at . jaft .to he .called iji ic^efti^ 
on. Mr iCawderjr, Mmiftjer .at Luffii^ham, in 
Suffolk, had ibeen fnifpeRded by fhe V^^op d£ 
London, for refkiing t^he 'Oath nic if/jSd^ : imi - be- 
caufe he did -not ii^mit to b^ Lor^iip's fentence, 
ke icalled him before the .high xomnnjlfioniers, who 
deprived him for non-conforopity ^fd dcfeiqncy of 
learning, and gave away his li^i^ ^ ^another, 
t{)o«gh Mr Cawdery tiras isxOiC of the moil karned 
clergymen and heft preachers ^n that cous^try, and 
offered to gire proof of -ihfe learovDig before his 
jijdges. Jifii at JUft 3|5)oded to the fifi»rt of e». 
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chequer, afid ferved a fubpmna upon the Cbapla!^ 
who poffefled bis Imng: here the jurifdidioQ 
pf the high conamiilion was tried before all the 
judg:es* Dr Aubery confefTcd^ that their pro- 
ceedings were contrary to the ftatute fritm EUz. 
but was eftabiiflied upon the canon law, which 
was ftill in force. The iflne of the dSSair was, 
the court confirmed the fentence of the commif- 
fion^ and Cawdery and his family were fuffered 
to pine away in beggary and want. This bold 
ftand^ which Mr Cawdery made^ daggered the 
Archbifliop fo much^ that he declined the bufi- 
nef^ of the high commiffion, and afterwards fen^ 
his prifoners to the ftar chamber. 

Mr Morrice, Attorney of the court of wards^ 
and Member of Parliament^ wrote a. learned trea« 
tife, to prove that no prelates or ecclefiaftical 
judges have any authority to compel any fubjeds 
of the land to take an oath, except in caufesHef- 
tamentary or matrimonial; this he proved from 
icripture, the authority of counctls, the pradice 
of the Heathen Emperors^ and the decretals of 
the Pope, and laftly from the laws of the land. 
Dr Cofins anfwered this performance, and Morrice 
had a reply prepared, but the Archbifhop would 
not fuffer him to publiih it. This was the me*» 
thod the Archbifliop took in putting a fpeedy 
end to controverfies, which he knew would expofe 
his own error, and fliew the world the abfurdity 
of his conduA. 

This year fome of the Miuifters who were un- 
der confinement; took the oath ex officio, and dif* 

covered 
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eovered their claites, with the liames of thofe'who 
were prefcnt at them. This brought many of 
their brethren into tt-ouble, and expofed them to 
the tyranny of the Bifhops, and the high-com- 
miflion court. They attempted to yitidicate them- 
felyes, which they did with no fatisfadion either 
to their friends or adyerfaries; their adyerfarite 
looked upon theni as mean fpirited tools to their 
tyranny^, and their friends accounted them be- 
trayers of their^ brethren and the caufe of rcli- 
gion, which they had efpoufed. 
, The friends of the church embraced cyery op-^ 
portunicy .to reproach the Puritans^; they were 
not fatisfied with taking away their moms of life^ 
but endeayoured alfo to load them with all the 
calumny they poffibly could inyent. Three igno- 
rant enthufiaftsy Haket, Coppinger, and Arthing- 
ton, had about this timer publiffaed feyeral trea<- 
ipnable and blafphemous opinions; Hacket pre* 
tended he was King.JefuSj and had amhority to 
fet up an empire in the room of the Queen's, 
who he faid ^s no longer Queen of England; 
he defaced her Majefty's arms, and ilabb^ her 
pidttre through with a dagger in the hoofe where 
he lodged; When he. was apprehended, he con- 
fefled eyery thing they, defired him, and pleaded- 
guilty at his trial, . declaring he was moyed by 
the fpirit of God fo to do ; he was hanged, and 
died raying.mad. Coppinger ftaryed htrafdf to 
death, and Arthington was pardoned. The ex- 
trayagances of thefe mad enthufiafts were impu- 
icd to the >hok body of the Puritans ; and it 

was 
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wsis giveii cut, thsit die PurkaiiSi bf fA^xm of 
tbefe frantic ifiadm^, endeafTcured to ft&r tip the 
jteople to f ebeliioif ^ efciy^h it war mm made 
appeal*) ch<it an^ of die l^uritatift converfed wkb 
them after they embmd^ tbel^ noti6ti»^ or tp* 
proved. of their cdfidiid^ B^ fuch yms tfhe cni^ 
eltyof thefe^titnesy that tewa^not tfccdtinied fui^ 

fideat to deprive mdn of et«rf tetoportf wrjcrf^ 
ment^ udiefi cbqr could .atfo ruia thieiir rcpitati-^ 
Gas and take away their good ]idm€& 

The parliament aflembted this ytar^ oH the fe«* 
cond g£ F&broafy^ atid receited a ineffage from 
the Qoetn to redraft fach popalar grievmees as 
W^re .coaipiatned of wschin their own codmies > buc 
to kate dl matters of ildte^.to heii and bee. cduU^ 
cU> and all tnatcers. relating, to th^ charch, to bet 
ami tbe Biihops. This {hews the arbitftarrj dit 
pdition of . Eli^abeth^ md the meannefe of Iier par->^ 
liamenty ishich could fubmtr to be xli^ted to by- 
an afphribg .fdmale^ who tsi^mt to efiflaTtr the mi^ 
f^n» amd redder her . pariiftment defpicabte* 

The ^adianftent of fiogidnd darittg this^ fcigti^ 
waa ^ liierie ^pher, which could do ndtbfog btic 
hf the direSion of the Queen and faer coondl { 
the jpn^ Cot^nceHoFS wiK7;wei^ in the iioufe^ zS^ 
td as.di^bitors to the. reft^iand nothing was iiMe 
bat .what' was agreeable to theSr will add plea<^ 
4 fiire. ..Mefiifs Wentworth md ^rooidly ^had aioV^ 
10 thj^.boifd, to addrefs the Queen to' ttkffif het 
incceffor^ fki priefeatly feat fbr thetn and coUt^ 
mkted theip to prifon, where Wentworth iwttifi-^ 
cd for many yebrs^ wiben it wan inovvd in the 
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IkMife to addrefs the Qacai for the rekftfe tf 
their members, it was anlwered by thofi; of th« 
plrivy cottQcil who were prefent, *^ that her Ma« 
^jchj bad commitrad them fct ca«fet known to 
^ herfelf ; that the houfe mtift not call the Queen 
^ to actocmt for what (he did of her royal an» 
^ thority ; that die canfes of their reftraint might 
* be high and dangerous; that her Majefly did not 
^ like fiich queftions^ nor did it become the houfci 
^ to deal in fudb mattets^'* 

Mr Attorney Morrice made a bdd attempt .OQ 
this occafion : be ibbved the houfis to enquire into 
Ae* proceedings of the Biflibps in their fpiricoal 
Courts^ and how far they cooU vindicate their 
incpiifition, their (bbfcripdona, their binding the 
Queen's fubjeAs to thdr good beba?iour contraiy 
to the laws of God and of the realm, their con* 
pdUng men to take oatha to atcufe tbemfelves, 
and upon their refufbg, to degrade, depriTe^ 
and impitfon them at pleafere, and not: to releafc 
them till they had complied. He likewife offered 
two bills to die honfe, one againft the oath es 
oflido, and the txher againft illegal imprlfonments^ 
whteh laft he prayed migbt/be pntfcttlf read. 
Sir Francis KnoHys feconded the Aittproey,,. and 
£nd, that in bis opinion thdSs abufea mgh% to be 
reformed; and that if the ffillipps bad aded againit 
hw, they were in a prefnunire. Several others 
iupported this motion, but the coumers cppofei 
k, and as host 2$ the Queen: beard thereat fhe 
Ibit for the Speakor, aild coiQmanded him to telt 
&e hoi^e, that iti was: wholly in. her power to call; 
' VoL:It Pp to 


16 determine/ to aflenc or diflent to any thing, dond 
in parliainebt; 'that the calling of this was only 
that fuch as neglefted the fervicc of the churchy 
might be compelled to it hj fome fharp laws, and 
that the fafety of her Majefty's perfon and realnf 
might be provided for ; and that it was not meant 
that they (hould meddle with matters of ffatc oi* 
caufes ecclefiaftical ; that (he wondered they flxQuld 
attempt a thing fo. contrary to her commandment ; 
that file was highly offended at it, and that it was 
her royal pleafure that no bill touching any mat- 
ters of ftate, or caufes ecclefiaftical, ihould be thei'e 
exhibited. At the lame timie Mr Attorney Morricc 
was feized on in the houfe, by a Serjeant at Arms^ 
difcharged from his office of Chancellor of the 
Dutchy of Laricafter, difabled from any prafiice ifl 
his profeffion as a common lawyer, and kept foF 
fome years in Tuthbury caftle. The commons of 
England at this time were not poflefled with tha 
fpirit of Irbeny, otherwife they wx>uld not have 
fubmitted fo tamely to the iofulta of an arbitrary 
court, which arrefted' their members for freedom 
of fpeech, and committed them to prifon; which 
prohibited therr redreffing of grieyances in church 
and ftate, and called for their Inlls oat of thdr 
houfe and cancelled them. Thefe were fuch z£Jti 
of arbitrary power as none of Elizabeth's anceftors 
ailumed, and which coft one of her fuccelTors his 
crown and life. - 

This pufillanimous parliament, inftead of aflert^ 
ing their own rights, and the liberties of the peopJe^ 
ftcnd recorded for one of the feverdl a£b of op^ 
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.^cffioa that ever was made by the reprefent^tivef ^ 

ofv a free people. They paffed an aft, entitled. 

An aft: for the paiiilhment of perfons obftinately re- 

fufing to come to church, and perfuading others to 

' iropugni the Queen's authority in eccleiiailical caufes* 

It is therein enafted, that if any perfon aboye .the 

• age of iixteen, fltall obftinately refiife to repair to 

fdme church, chapel, or ufual place of commpn 

prayer, to hear divine fervice, for the fpace of ooc 

month, without lawful caufe ; or ,ihall at any time^ 

forty ' days after the end of this Tcffion, by print- 

•iag^ writing, or e:i^refs . wqrds^ go about to per- 

fuade any of her Majefty's fubjcfts to deny, with- 

'ftand, or impugn her Majefty's power or authority, 

ia caufes eeclefiaflicah; or {hall difluade them frqm 

comiqg co church, to^ hear divine fervice, or to re* 

ceive the. communion according as' the law direfts; 

' or ihall be prdeat at any unlawful aifembly, con- 

i veniicief pr meeting, under colour or pretence of 

- any exercife of religion, that every perfon fo of- 

I folding; and lawfully convifted, ihall be committed 

"to prifoQ without bail, till they (hall conform and 

' yieil themfdlves to come to church, and makqa 

'd^Iaration of their conformity.* But in cafe the 

offenders aga^iifl: this ftatute, bein^g lawfully con* 

vifted, ihall not fubmir, and fign ' the declaration 

' within three months, then they ihall abjure the 

'realm, and go into perpetual baniihment; and if 

* ifhey do not depart within the limited time by the 

quafrttr feffidfts,; or if they return at any time af-^ 
terorards without the Queen's licence, ihey ihall 
(u$3i!t death wTtlKmc benefit of clergy. By this aft 
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cht cafe of the oootoofo^fts Vf» warCe tbsm tb^f 
of bommoi felooSy for the benefit of clergy was no 
dialed them. This ^acute ws|8 iapended againil 
the laity as veil as the clergy, and was arteoded 
ii?ith many evils and mifcbief^ to the whole na^ 
cion : many families w^re forced* to flee their conn* 
try, and fome perfops'were put to death as ta 
cafe$ of treafon, and others were perfecnted as the 
authors of leditioas lihels, and pamphlei8» 

Some of the puritans who were ndt io ftriA as 
the reft, made a fiiift to conform, ^nd ^caine/to 
dairch after common prayer was p?er, and re* 
ceived the facraments in particular churches, where 
there was fome latitude alkfwed tbem : by. this, they 
impofed upon their con&ienoes, ^.enjoyed fonf 
temporal . eafe for a fea^ ; but the above aft borf 
heavy upon the find and coufdendons patty, who 
j^eaouQced all communion ynth the church > in. wosd 
and facraments, as well as in common prayer and 
ceremonies. Thefe were called Brownifts apd Bar-t 
rowifts, from their lexers, and Were profticutcd 
without mercy. This p^rry w^re. chiefly Inde- 
pendents, apd could npt in cofxiciepcts ackoowledge 
any church |0 be i» n^w teftameilt ooe, esfcepi 
fuch as copied from the apoftle^ pf Je&s Christ, 
and oUerved tbe f^tpe 9rder and difcipline wbkh 
was |4ainl)y ))omted out io the facred writiogs^ 
They had by this time eno'eafed to a confiderable 
smmber, and Sir Walter Ralegh 4eclare(} in par- 
lament fhat there were npt lefs than tmnty thou* 
iaitd divided into feparate Coe^egations in NorfbVt) 
£fla^ and the ueighfaoiirfafKxl ^f XfnuHau A9ong 
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'^tfc{6 party there : vert kvcrA Icttnei •. inen, ^ and 

f^tom of gr«ai wprtb and -^miMiice'; Aich as 
j!^^.,Sinich, Jacob, gnd. AinCworib, The latter of 
th^fe was one of the moft l^med men of that 
a^e^and perhaps th^re iui$ xiot beep a diyuic of 

.jgresECer learning iince ikjs time. Jo Loudon there 

^ was ,a; Gonikl^fable eQDgr^atipa :of ibis, deoomina^ 
tjiyij whQ torm^d them jfelves tpto a r church ; they 

^cb^fe Qpe.MrFraqcisJohafoa for their paftor by 
the common fu^rag^ pf.^be brethm^, Mr Green- 

~WOod ^ri|beir;4(^or^or «each«:, a^d M^ff, Bow- 
loan . jtod' Lee :deacpas^nnd eftablUhed church order 

.and dticiplioe^ accordj;^ to the plaja of the firft 
ehureb^^ Tbey jpFcppetsded to b^is^e children 
wifhoilt gqdfattiers and gpdmotbers, aad bapdzed 
them by; ^lakUiig water jip^n their face, ufing the 

.^tHPdinary ifiVBf^.^ words aqqprdtng tQ the inftitution* 
They a4fi^iQi(lered. tbe Lprdfs iupper in the follow* 

: ing mgntier ; Tb«y I^JK^ed five white loaves upon a 
lable, ft^d aj!x0r nhe l^pr blefled thpm by prayer, 

;|ie bm^eilcbeiiiy and delifered fome of them , to the 

, peopln, ia&d ^e deficoas die%eiied the reft. They ufed 
rilie words af loflitwioQ, I Cor.xi. 1^4. and in con* 
clufi^ (\mgM\ijjf€xmf s(Bd made.a cpllef^ion for the 
.poor. Whet) ib^ received ^ny perfon into their 
trammanioD, they vvAc them promife that they 
would walk mAi tfiemib Jong as they did walk in 
the ways of the Lord, and as far as might be war* 
vantcd by the word ot God* 

ttbis congregation, which was obliged to aiTemble 
in difierent places to conceal themfelves frcm the 
Bipiqp's officers, was at laft difeovered on the Lor4's 
4s^ ^( Iflin|^n;r and fifty-fix of thqn were fent 
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prifoners to the feveral ^aols about London, xvhefe 
they \tere confined for a long time. They con- 
fcflcd when they were examined, that for fomc 
years they had met in the fields in fummer, at 
five o'clock in the morning on the Lord's day, and 
in the winter in private houfes ; that they continued 
all day in prayer and expounding the fcriptures ; 
that they dined together^, ^nd after dinner made 
a coUefiiqn for the poor, and fent the remainder 
to their brethren in prifon. 

Their adverfaries charged them with many ex- 
travagancies concerning baptifm, marriage, and lay- 
preaching^ &c, from, which they yindiqited them-> 
felvcs in a very clear and folid reply. The Arch- 
bifliop perfeGUtcd thofe people fq cruely, ' that 
they were laid under -necefiity to prefent a fup- 
plication' to the Lords of the -councii; wherein 
they give their reafons for difapprovhig of the 
hierarchy, and vindicate their o^n conduA, and 
that order of church ^difcipline which ihey pra^- 
fed in theit churches :• tbis^ they did with fomuch 

' f!rength oP'afguriitnc andfimplicityof ftile, . that 
none of their enemie§ were able' to anfwer -them. 

'The privy coundil dropc their petition, ami left 
them in the hands of the high cdmmiffion. Thcfc 
people were pecfceuted in $, ' mpft » cruel ' manner ; 
/ many, of them were kefJt in -prifon for four or 
^ five years, without being • brought to ' any trial j 
where they turned fick arid died of lingering dif- 
tempers, under a|l the agonies of hunger and dif- 
cafe. No petitions 'in their favours were regard- 
61, nor the fmalleft compaflion fhewed to theln 
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^nitt all their .diftrefies, though :all thfe priicAerl 
in all the gaols about London , prefented a petittoii 
figneil by fifty-nine, to the Lord Treafurcr, in 
a moft humble manner, reprefenting their diftrcf- 
fes, and the hardihip$ they were expofcd unto, 
yet. no relief was granted to them,, nor any; no* 
tioff taken of their petition. 

Mr Bartrow, one of the independents,. was about 
this time brought to his trial, and examined by 
the ArchbifliQp on feveral articles, coneerning the 
Lord's prayer being ufed in churches ? Whether 
forms of prayer might be ufed? Whether the 
common prayer was . idolatrous and fuperftitious ? 
Whether the facraments of the church arc true 
facraments and feats of Qod's favour ? Whether 
the laws, of the church ai^e good ? Whether the 
church of England is a true, church ? Whether 
the Queen is the fupreme goycrnor of the churchy 
and niay make laws for it ? Whether a private 
perfon may reform if the Prince ncgle^s it ? Whe- 
ther . every particular church ought to have; a pref* 
bytery ? ;Te all which he anfj^^Fed in the nega*>- 
tive, > except the laft two^ Which he* anfwered in 
the affirmative. He was again fent back to pri-* 
ion, and when he required C9pies of his anfwers 
he was refufed them. 

He was next examined before the Archbiij^op, the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Treafurer, Lord Buckhurft. 
and the Bi(hop of London,, ^t, Whitehall, where 
he found twelve of his brethren in the fame fi- 
matiop with himfelf, but : wa3 not allowed to fpeak 
CO tihenu He was called into another room, wherq 
• ' * " '^ ^* * ■ 'be 
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he kaaded domi iit the nd of a tri>1e,, asici lut 
tfms addrdled by the Lord Treafarer. Why ai^ 
you id prifoh? he tnfwered/ upon the fttttite a-^ 
gaiii/t rcco&nts; Treaforer^ Why will yott not go 
to church ? Barrow^ Becaiife I &ink the chunch of 
Eaglaod eftabliifaed by law^ sot a cbulch of Gbrift^ 
nor their manner of worfhip lawfaK After a long 
debate the Treafarer faid. you compfaun of injuf^ 
tice, where ha?6 ybo been wrodg^d I Bartow, la 
being kept in prifon without a trials and expofed 
to mifery by a clofe imprifonment contrary to laW» 
The Archbiihop faid, he had matter to call him 
before him for an heretic Barrow replied, that 
you (hall never do ; I may err> but heretic, by 
the grace of God, I will nerer be. It was ob^ 
ferved, that he did not pay fb much referenda 
to the Archbiihop and the Biihop of London, at 
to the tempc^l Lords, the Chancellor aJked hint 
if he did not know thefe men, pointing to th# 
Bifhops. He replied, th^t he had ^ood reafcm 
to know theid^ but- did not own* them for Lord 
FiihopSi He ^f^as aiked by what name he wodid 
call'riie Arcbbiifaop; he replied, that he Was a 
monfter, a perfecutor, a compound of he knew 
not what, neither ecclefiaftical fior civil, like the 
fecond bead fpoken of in the Revelaiions. Updn 
which the Archbifliop rofe out of his place, and 
with a frowning countenance faid, My Lords, will 
ye fuffer himf So he was pulled from his kneet 
and carried away^ 

Mr Greenwood was lifcennfe enmined Wwe 
&e Archinibopi the B&ops of London and Win* 

diefter^ 
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chcftcr, the Lords Chief Juftices, the Chief Baron, 
and the 'Matter of the Rolls. The queflions which 
were put to him, were much of the fame nature 
with thofe which were alked Barrow, and were 
anfwered much in the fame manner. On the 
twenty-firft of March, Barrow, Greenwood^ 
Belot, gentlemen; Daniel, Studly, Girdler, and 
Robert Bowlle, fiflxmongcr, were indifted at the 
feffions in the Old Bailey, upon the ftatute of 
the twenty-third of Elizabeth, for writing and 
publiihing futidry feditious books and pamphlets, 
tending to the flander of the Queen and the go- 
vermcnt. This indiftment was falfe, for they had 
only written againft the church j but this was a . 
contrivance of Whitgift, to throw the reproach 
of their death upon the civil magiftrate. They V 
were all condemned, but afterwards Belot, Bowlle, 
and Studly were pardoned ; but Barrow and Green- 
wood were executed at Tyburn. They died with 
great refolution, and exprefled great piety at their 
death, which confounded their adverfaries ; ^ they 
prayed devoutly for -profperity to the Queen, and 
fucccfs to her government, that Dr Rynolds, who 
attended them, was amazed at their chriftian be- 
haviour. Thefe two Independents fell a facrificc 
to the malice and cruelty of the Archbifliop, who 
from • the time of his preferment, delighted in 
blood and perfecucion. In reading the conduA of 
this favage Bifhop, one cannot help obferving, 
that if he afted from the principles of his re- 
ligion, that it muft have been as far different 
from the religion of Jefus Chrift, as that of Ma- 
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homed; the proteftant Bifhops have no reafon 
to blame the papifts and call them cruel ; fOr 
never Bifliops of any religion behaved with more 
fcverity than Whitgift and his predeceffon Their 
very names will be held in deteftation to all 
future ages, by every man who fears God and 
believes the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. 

About fix weeks after Whitgift had offcr- 
^* cd this facrifice to his cruelty and fuperftiti- 
on, Mr John Penry, a Welch Divine, was executed 
for the fame crime in a cruel and barbarous manner. 
He wi^ reputed a pious and learned man, and 
had been very ferviccable in preaching the gofpel 
in Wales,, where be had done much good; but 
all forts of merit were totally forgotten, provided 
perfons were not obedient to the Bifliops, and 
ready to do every thing which they pleafed. 
Whitgift (hewed no mercy to any, except fuch as 
were difpofed to be dupes to his ambition, and 
ready to obey him in all things. Mr Penry was 
condemned on account of fome papers found in 
his cuftody concerning religion. The charge 
brought againft him was never proved; but poor 
Penry was to die at all events, and the Arch- 
biftiop was the firft who figned the warrant for 
his execution. The warrant was fent immediate^ 
ly to the Sheriff, who the very fame day, erefi- 
cd a gallows at St Thomas Waterings, and while 
the prifoner was at dinner, fent his officers to 
liim to tell him to make ready, for he muft die 
that afternoon ; accordingly he was carried in ^ 
cart tQ the place of eii;ecation: when he came 
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t|iith'er, the Sheriff would not permit him to fpeak 
to the people, nor. make gny profeffion of his 
faith towards God, or his loyalty to the Queen; 
but ordered him to be turned off in a hurry a- 
bout five of the clock in the afternoon, on the 
iwenty-ninth day of May, one thoufand five 
hundred and ninety-three, in the thirty-fourth 
year of his age. The Independents behaved with 
ifuch fortitude, refolution, and compofure, and 
with fo much mceknefs at their executions, thac 
the court began to be afliamed of hanging men 
for fedition, who, with their laft breath, expreffed 
their refpefl: for the Queen, and regard to the 
laws of the land. 

Thefe executions brought great odium upon the 
Bifiiops and the High Commiflioners ; for all men 
believed that they were ,the caufe of all the per* 
fecutions which had been fo violently carried on 
againfl the Puritans. It is reported that the Queen 
herfelf blamed them, and was highly difpleafed ac 
them, when fhe heard how nobly thefe fufferers 
behaved, and what exprefllons of loyalty they made 
at their deaths : death . was therefore changed fbt " 
the future into banifhracnt, and the Puritans were 
profecuted upon a fliatute of the thirty -firft of 
Elizabeth, to keep the Quecn^s' fnbjefts in obedi- 
ence. Upon this ftatut;e many ufeful perfons were 
^anifhed from their native country^ and fent to 
Ihift for themfelves among ftrangers, in unknown 
countries. The gaols at this time were generally 
all cleared, and great numbers o£ Acr Majefty's 
good fiibjefts were fent out of the kingdom, be-^ 
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c^ufe their confciences would not allow them to 
fall down to worfhip the dagon of the Queen's 
ecclefiaftical fupremacy, or ferve their maker ac- 
cording-^ to the defigns of foperftition, contrary to 
the plain diAaces of revelation. 

This law affefted the Papifts as much as it did 
the Brownifts, though the Queen expreffed more 
tender tiefs to the one than fhe did to the other: 
her M^jefty appears either to have loved or dreaded 
her Roman catholic fubjeds^ and would Qot allow 
their confciences to be teazed^ as fhe allowed the 
high conimiflion to teaze her proteftant fubjedls, 
by virtue of the oath ex officio. It is not eafy to 
account for Elizabeth's conduft in this particular, 
for at the fame time that the papifts were conti- 
nually plotting mifchief againft her government, 
and threatening deftruftion to her perfon, fhe (hewed 
confpicuous inftances of her clemency towards them, 
when Ihe exprefled an unrelenting feverity towards 
the Puritans, againft whom nothing rebellious was 
ever proved. 

\ This year the controverfy concerning 

^^* epifcopacy began to be agitated with great 
zeal. Several champions came forth ia defence of 
a caufe which had fo many emolumepts annexed 
to it, and tended to enrich its votaries with fuch 
goods as the pailions of nsen at firft inftance de- 
fire. The Doftors Bilfon, Bancroft, Bridges, Co- 
fins, Soam, and Adrian Sarari a Spaniard, were the 
advocates fof epifcopacy; to whom Beza, Fcnner, 
Morrice, and Bradftiaw replied.- 

. But the moft celebrated performance on the 
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church fide of fhe quefti(»i^ was Mr Hooker's 
Ecclefiaftical Polity. This is accounted the moft 
learned defence of the church of England that ever 
was written. To give my reader a difUnft view 
of this controverfy, I ihail tranfcribe a few ci 
Hooker's maxims^ and fet down rhofe replies which 
have been made to his principles. The chief prm*' 
ciples upon which he eftablifheth his plan are^ (i) 
That though the holy fcriptures are a perfeft ftan- 
dard of dodrine, they are not a rule of difcipline 
and government. (2) Nor is the praftice of the 
apofUes an invariable rule or law to the church in 
fucceeding ages^ becaufe they a£led according to 
the ciYcumftances of the church in its infant and 
perfecuted ftate. (3) Neither are the fcriptures a 
rule of human adions fo far as whatfoever we do 
in matters of religion, without their exprefs di- 
redton or warrant is fin, but many things are left 
indifferent. (4) The church is a fociety Hke others, 
invefted with powers to make what laws fhe ap- 
prehends reafodable and decent, or neceffary, for 
her well-being and government, provided they do 
not interfere with or contradift the laws and com- 
mandments of the fcriptures. (5) Where the fcriptures 
are filent, human authority may interpofe : we muft 
then have rccourfe to the reafon of things, and 
the rights of fociety. (6) It follows from hence, 
that the church is at liberty to appoint ceremonies, 
and eftablifh order within the limits above-men- 
tioned ; and her authority ought to determine what 
is fit and convenient. (7) All who are born within 
the confines of an eft^liflied church, and are bap- 
tized 
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tizcd into it, arc bound to fubmic to its ecclefiaf«* 
lical laws; they may not difgrace, revile, or rejeft 
them at pleafure ; the church is their mother, and 
has more than a maternal power oyer theip. (8) 
The pofitive laws of the church not being of a 
moral nature, arc mutable, and may be changed 
or reverfed by the fame powers that made them; 
but while they are in force they are to be fub- 
mitted to, under fuch penalties as the church in 
her wifdom fhall direA. Thefe are the leading 
principles upon which Mr Hooker eflabliihed his 
plan of ecclefiaflical polity, Thofe <mi the other fide 
of the queflion denied all thefe maxims of Hooker, 
and endeavoured to fliew, (i) That the fcriptures 
contain not only a perfefl ftandard of doArine, but 
a perfe£l rule for order and difcipline to the church 
for ever. (2) That the apoftles did not aft ac- 
cording to the infant ftate of the church, but bj 
divine direftion and infpiration, laid down a per- 
feft platform and model of government for all fu- 
ture churches; and the chriftian religion, with re- 
fpeft to dodrine, difcipline, and order, was per- 
fefted when revelation was compleated (3) That 
the church differs from all other focieties with re- 
gard to its power and laws, having no authority 
to add either a new doftrine or new rule of dif- 
cipline, becaufe Chrift has claimed this honour to 
himfelf, and. declared his infinite wifdom by giving 
fuch a perfeft fyftcm. of doftrine, and church or- 
der, as never can need amendment till he come 
again; that Patriarchs, Cardinals, Archbifhops, Bi- 
ihpps, Deansy Archdeacons, Canons^ and OjEcials 
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are abfurd, becaufe there is no mention made of' 
them in the new teltament, which reprefents the 
church as a fpiritual body, having all her ordi- 
nances, privileges, and cenfures of a fpiritual na- 
ture. (4) To bring or keep men into the 
church by civil pains and punifhments fuch as 
fines, imprifonments, banifhraents, fire and fword, 
is contrary to the nature of that fpiritual influ- 
ence which works by argument and rational con- 
viftion, and tends to fill the church with hypo- 
crites and diffemblers. (5) That it is inconfiftcnt 
with the principles of the reformation, to affirm, 
that all perfons fliould remain within the cbnfines 
of that church in which they were born and bap* 
tized J and are bound to fubmit to its ecclefiaftical 
laws, under fuch penalties as the church in her wif^ 
dom fliall direft ; for if this is the cafe, why have all 
the proteftants forfaken the church of Rome*? Upon 
thefe principles of Hooker, there can be no right 
of private judgment, but every individual muft be-^ 
lieve as' the church believes, however far Ihe may 
depart from the truths of revelation. This difcre- 
tionary power which Hooker gives to the clergy^ 
(for they are ,the church according to him) makes 
any thing lawful which they are difpofed to -com- 
mand ; and upon this principle, the church of Rome 
has by far the better of the church of England. 
(6) It has been replied, that men, when they 
have worldly interefl in view, are, not properly 
qualified to make laws for others, becaufe their in- 
tereft is ready to preponderate, and to difpofe them 
to form a difcipline rather carnal than fpiritual. In 
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aa age where the rites of private judgment are fix 
clearly underftcx>d^ the abfurdity of Hooker's prin- 
ciples^ will appear manifefl: to every perfon who 
has not extenfive temporalities in his view; and 
there is not^ perhaps, one in the whole bench of 
Bifhops, but would be dire&ed from his own feel- 
ings, if change his iituation, to condemn Mr> 
Hooker's Ecclefiaftical Polity. 

Aylmer, Bi(hop of London died this year, of 
whom mention has been made in the former part 
of this hiftory. He was bom in Norfolk, and 
educated in Cambridge ; he was an exile in the 
reign of Mary, and fu£fered feveral hardfhips for 
religion. In his younger years he was inclined to 
puritanifm; but after he was prefercd to a bifhopric, 
he became a ftrong advocate for the hierarchy, 
and a bitter perfecutor of his former friends. 
He* grew very covetous when he grew old, and 
was very lax in his morals; he frequently played 
at bo\n/ls on the Sabbath afternoon; and often ex« 
preiTed himfelf at his game, in fuch language, as 
very much expofed his charaQer. Mr Stripe, in 
his hiftory of his life, calls him a learned and 
pious Bifhop ; but certainly, however learned Jie 
might be, it does not appear that he was pious, 
when he could, in fuch an open manner, profane 
the Sabbath-day by vain, ueedlefs diverfions. The 
writers of lives, are fomething like the writers of 
romances ; they want to extol their heroes by all 
means in their power, and are not fo much difpo* 
fed to give a true character of a man, as to re- 
prefent him in as advantageous a light as poi&ble ; 
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this was hj no means fair^ for the deiign of hif- 
tory is to publifti fa^, and not embellifh any cha* 
rader beyond truth. 

' Dr Fletcher, Bifliop of Worcefter, fuc- ^ 
ceeded Aylirier in the fee of London : he ^^^* 
began his viiication with articles of enquiry to the 
^hureh^wardens concerning the preachers ; fuch as, 
Whether they prayed for the Queen, as fupremc 
head over all perfons and caufes within her dotni- 
nionSy ecelefiaftical as Well as temporal ? Whe-» 
ther they were learned, frequented conventicles, or 
ComiEtended the new difcipline, or taught innova* 
tions ? Whether they fpoke againft any part of the 
common prayer, of did not adminifter the facra- 
ments in their own perfons at certain times of the 
year ? By this manner of proceeding, he foon again 
filled the prifons which had been lately cleared. 
It appears, that at the clofe of this year there were 
eighty-nine prifbners for religion in the Marflialfea, 
Newgate, the Gatehoufe, Bridewell, the Fleet, the 
Compter,* the White Lion, and the King's pench 
prifons, of whom twenty-foi;r had been committed 
by the high commLEon, and the reft by the council 
and the Bifliop's courts. This new Biihop did not Y^ 
long enjoy his preferment, for he fell under dif- 
grace with the Queen for marrying a fecond wife, 
and broke his heart through pride, and died. 

Bancroft fucceeded him, who was a violent enemy 
to the Puritans, and a zealous defender of the rights 
bi the Bifliops. The perfecutipn encreafing daily 
agiinft the Brownifts, made them flee the country 
in great numbers, and fettle in Holland, where many" 
of their leaders were gone before them, and were 
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allowed by the -ftates to crcfl: churches, after their 
own pattern, at Amfterdam, Arnheim, Middleburgh, 
Leyden, and feveral other places. It was froia 
thefe independent churches that the Independents 
in America took their rife ; for a colony was tranf« 
planted from thefe Independents to NeW;England, 
where numbers of their fuccejQTors ftill remain, and 
profefs the fame religion* 

. One Dr Bound publiflied this year a trcatife con- 
cerning the fabbath, wherein he maintains that all 
chriftians-] are obliged to devote the fev^th part, 
of their time for the worfhip of God; that chrif- 
tians are as much obliged to reft on the Lord's 
day, as the jews were bound to* reft from their 
labours on the Mofaic fabbath, becaufe the com- 
mandment concerning reft is moral and perpetual; 
and that it is unlawful to follow our ftudies or 
worldly bufinefs on that day, or to ufe recreations 
and pleaf^res which are lawful on other days, fuch 
as {hooting, fencing, and bowling. This book was 
received with great avidity by. the people, and was 
the occafion of a wonderful reformation. The 
Lord's day, which ufed to be profaned by inter- 
ludes, may-games, morrice dances, and other fporis, 
began to be kept more exaftly, efpecially in cor- 
porations. The Puritans embraced this . dofiriae, 
and diftinguiftied' themfelves by fpcnding the fab- 
bath in religious, exercifes, cither in public, or pri- 
vately in their families. The ruling . clergy ex- 
claimed againft this, as a reftraint upon chriftian 
liberty, and tending to eclipfe the authority of the 
church in appointing other feftivals. The Arch- 
biihop was greatly offended with this book, and 
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ordered all the copies to be called in, by his Icti 
ters, and officers at fynods and Tifitations, and for- 
bade it to be reprinted : the Lord Chief Juftice 
Popham did the fame thing ; and both of them 
declared, that the fabbath doftrine neither agreed 
with the dodlrine of the church nor with the laws 
and orders of the kingdom; that it diflurbed - the 
peace of the commonwealth and church, and tended 
to fchifm in the one, and fedition in the other: 
but notwithftanding this caution, the book was 
ftill read privately more than ever^ and was the 
occafion of domg much good. 

About this time there arofe a new controverfy. l^ 
Hitherto all the proteftant divines, whether Puri- 
tans or others, appeared to be of the fame fenti* 
ments concerning do£lrines of faith, but now a party 
ftarted up all of a fudden, which were for changing 
the received opinions concerning predeftinatron, per- 
feverance, free will, effeftual grace, and the extent 
of our Saviour's redemption. ■ The articles of the 
church were hitherto fuppofed to agree with the 
doctrines of Calvin, but thefe divines infifled that 
they were neuter, and left the fubfcriber at liberty 
to take cither fide of the queftion. The Puritans 
all maintained that the articles were calviniftical, 
and inconfiftent with any other interpretation : the 
greateft part of the church divines were alfo of 
this opinion : but thefe new projeftors reckoned the 
Calvinifts old-faflxioned, and called . them by the 
name of Do£hinal Puritans. 

One Mr Barret, of Caius College, Cambridge, 
was among the firft who ftarted this controverfy-: 
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b a fermon to the clergy he declai'ed himfelf an 
g^inft the do&-ine of Calvin conceniiDg predeftn 
nation, and falling from grace, and exprcflcd him- 
felf with much feverity againft Cahio^ and advifed 
his hearers not to read his works. For this he 
^as fummoned before the Vice-chancellor and Heads 
of Colleges, and obliged to retradl,. according to a 
form prefcribed by his fuperiors; which he read 
in fuch a manner as (hewed that he only ccnnplied 
to faye bis place in the uniyerjdcy. Sarret at laft 
turned papift, and gave up the proteftant reiigion 
altogether. The high church party and the Ro- 
man catholics took part with Barret, and his oppo- 
nents took fides with the Puritans, which was like 
to produce a new divifion in the church. To end 
this controverfy, the heads of the univerfity fent 
the Doftors Whitaker and Tyndal to Lambeth, to 
confult with the Archbifhop and fome other learned 
men upon thefe points, who at length concluded 
upon, nine propolitions, iince known by the name 
of the Lambeth articles, which all the fcholars in 
the univerfity were obliged to conform to. The 
articles were thefe foibwing. 

(i) " That God from eternity has predeftiaated 
^' fome perfons to life, and reprobated others to 
*' death. (2) The moving caufe of predeftination 
'^ to life is not forefeen faith or good works, or 
^ any other commendable quality in the perfons 
" predeftinated, but the good-will and pleafure of 
*' God. (3) The number of the predeftinated is 
f' fixed, and cannot be leiTened or encreafed. (4) 
^' A true; lively/ and juftifying faith; and the fane* 
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^tifying infludocc of the fpirir,. is not extmguiflicd, 
f nor does it fail^ or go off either finally or to- . 
'^ tally, (5) They who are not predeftioated to 
^ falvation, fhall be neceffari|y condemned for their 
^ fins. (6) A juflified perfon has a full affurance 
^> and certainty of the forgiyenefs of his fins, and 
^ of his everlafting falvation in Chrift. (7) Saving 
^' grace is not communicated to all men ; neither 
¥ have all men fuch a meafure of divine afliftance 
^^ that they may be faved if they will. (8) No 
^^ perfon can come to Chrift unlefs it be given hint, 
^^ and unlefs the father draw him ; and all men are 
^^ not drawn by the Father that they may come to 
1* Chrift, (9) It is not iq every one'B will and 
^* power to be faved,'* 

Thefe propditions were drawn up and cotifent« 
ed to by Whitgift^ and the Bifliops of.LondoQ 
and Bangor^ and a few others : they were fent to 
Dr Hutton, Archbifliop of York, and Young, 
Bifliop of Rochefter, who fubfcribed them. The 
Queen intended to have ftifled this controvcrfy 
in its beginning, for (he was not fatisfied with 
the Arclibiihop's determinations ; but one Dr Ba^ 
ro, a Frenchman, offended her highly : in a fcr-^ 
mon which he preached before the Univerfity, he 
afferted, (i). " That God created all men accord-r 
^ ing to his own likenefs in Adam, gnd confer* 
^ quently to eternal life, from which he rcjeft? 
i* no man, but on account of his fiqs. ^(2). That 
^* Chrift died for all mankind, and was a propiti*^ 
** ation for the fins of the whole world, originaj 
^^ as well as a^ual, the remedy provided being as 
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^'extenfivc as the ruins of the fall. (3). That 
" the promifes of eternal life made to us in Chrift, 
'^ are to be generally and univerfally underftood, 
*' being made as much to Judas as to Peter/' 
For thefe propofitions he was futnmoned before 
the Vice-chancellor, and the heads of houfps, 
who examined him by feveral interrogatories, and 
commanded him peremptorily to ^bftain from all 
controverfies in his leftures for the future. Baro 
ufed all his influence with the Archbilhop and Se- 
cretary Cecil, to keep his place in the Univer- 
fity; but was obliged foon after to leave it and 
retire to London. The inquifitorial fpirit prevail- 
ed much in thofe days; fo that every party who 
once obtained power, endeavoured to fquare the 
confciences of all others according to their own 
fentiments, or deprive them of all the temporali- 
ties which they enjoyed, and were in their power 
to difpoflefs them of. 

^ Another trifling controverfy arofe this year 
concerning our Saviour^s defcent into hell. 
It had been the received doftrine of the church 
of England, that our Saviour's foul defcended lo- 
cally into the ftate olF the damned, that he might 
there triumph over fatan, as- he had done before 
over death and fin. Mr Broughton attempted to 
prove, that Chrfft only went into the ftate of the 
dead, or the inviflble world, and that his foul did 
not defcend locally into hell. His arguments fa- 
tisfied the greatcft part of the people ; but Bifhop 
Bilfon faid, ^* That no fcripture text aflSirmed the 
^ death of Chrift's foul or the pains of the damned^ 
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^^ to be requUice in the perfon of Chrift, before he 
^ could be our raQfomer, and the faviour of the 
'' world : yet he maiataioed the local defcent of 
** Chrift. into hell or the territory of the damned/* 
Thjs^controverfy, as it was very unprofitable, end- 
ed without; any fatisfa£kion to either party, though 
the majority feemed to^ take (ides with Calvin's opi- 
nion, which affirmed, that Chrift fuffered the pains 
of hell, and. finifhed his fufferings upon the crofs. 
Almpft all the Puritans were of this opinion. 

The Non<onformifts were this year 
grievoufly fcandalized by one Mr Darrel. •^^'' V^ 
This Darrel was a great enthufiaft, and pretend- 
ed to caft out devils; he believed by the power 
of prayer, the devil might be caft out of perfons 
who were poffeffcd. He feems to have miftaken 
fome epileptical diforders for real pofTeffions of 
fatan, and having his mind warped with notions 
of the power of his own prayers, attempted to 
engage fatan, whom he thought transformed into 
the figure of couvulfion fits. He was accuftomed 
to regiment gre^t numbersi of well meaning people 
in a body, and attack the devil in form by prayer 
and fafting, and when the violence of the dif- 
temper abated^ they believed that they had baffled 
the devil. 

Mr Darrel was depofed from his miniftry, and 

fent prifoner to the Gate-houfe, where he wrote 

an apology, to fhew that people in thefe latter 

days may be poffeffed with devils, and that by prayer 

and fafting, the unclean fpirit may be caft out« 

:What came of him after this is uncertain. 
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The Bifhops had ik)W transferred the perfectly 
doD of the Puritans from tfaemfelves to ilie te&-\ 
poral courts, and they were now indided at the' 
affizes, and tried at common law. This in fome' 
meafure removed the odium from the Bifhops, and 
fixed the reproach of pcrfecution upon the judges' 
of affize, and other temporal judges. Judge An- 
derfon profecuted the Npn-conformifts with great 
fury, and abufed them upon their trials with moft 
fcurrilous language. It was ufual with him ta 
rank them with felons^ and to give them the names 
of rogues, yiliainSy and rebellious knares* 

Archbifliop Whitgift was bufy at this lime con- 
cerning eleftions for the enfuing parliament, which 
Was to meet on the twenty-fourth of Oftober. Hc 
wanted to have the houfe of commons filled with fuch 
members as would be at the devotion of the court, 
and favourable ft> the projcfts of the Bifhops. Thi« 
was more than was confiflent with the cha- 
rafter of an ecclefiaftic, who fhould mind heavenly 
and not temporal things ; his chief aim was to ex« 
dude all Puritans from coming into the houfe, leafl 
hy their oppofition to his fchemes, they fhould 
mar the fuccefs of his intentions concerning the 
profits of the church, and .fhould infifl upon the 
reformation of abufes, vhich he was no wife dil^ 
pofcd to agree to. Notwith {landing all the care 
of the Archbifhop, fevcral bills were brought in- 
to the houfe for regulating fevcral abufes in the 
fpiritual courts, fuch as licences to marry without 
bans, excefSve fees, frivolous citations ex officio^ 
and excommunications for (mail matters^ fuch at 
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t,w6.ppiKC and three-pcnce; The Archbiihop had 
no other method co overcome chefe, but by pro*, 
curing a meffage from the Queen, forbidding them 
to interfere with her prerogative. Elizabeth refer-, 
cd thefe matters to the convocation; for ihe was 
not difpofed to proceed int church affairs by fta- 
tiite$; for, in this cafe, none, but the parliament' 
xould repeal them; flie loved rather to proceed' 
. aiccording to the canon law, which ihe could'^ 
confirm or alter at her pleafure. The convo- ' 
^ cation drew up fc^me regulations with rcfpeft to^ 
a few frivolous matters, which th« Queen con-' 
firmed by her letters patent, in the fortieth year* 
ctf her reign ; but thefe did but little good, and 
were neveir intended for any real advantage. Ell* 
zabeth's chief intension, in all her proceedings, was- 
always meint,.niK)re to fccurc her own prerogiitive, 
Itban to promote the happinefs of her people.. 
- The opprefBon .which the people fuf- . -. 
fered from the fpiritual courts was intole;- ^^ 
UtM^, which -put them uporn removing their cauft»: 
ittxo Wiettminfter^-hall, by obtaining prohibitions 
t6 (top the proceedings in the Bifhops courts and 
th-C' high commiffion. Whitgift was alarmed at 
this, and drew' up fome queries; to be confider* 
cd by the tertiporal judges, touching prohibitions,* 
that feeing eccte(iaftical authority is as really vefted» 
ill the crown as well as temporal, whether the 
* 'Queen^s temporal authority ftiould any more re* 
ft»ain^her ecclefiaftical, than her ecclefiaflical ihould 
her temporal? and feeing fo many, and fo great 
perfonages, with fome others^ are trafted to do her 
You II, Rr Majelty^s 
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Majcfty's fervice in the ecclefiaftical commiffion, 
whether it be convenient, that an. oSender, ready 
to be cenfured, (hould obtain and publicly throw 
into court a . prohibition to delay juftice, and dif- 
grace thofe who ferved freely without all fee thiere- 
in ? But notwithftanding all that the Archbifliop 
could do, the number of prohibitions encreafed. 
every year, the nobility and gentry beipg too Wife , 
tp fubje£l their eftates and liberties to a number 
of artful civilians, who proceeded upon principles 
"which no. body underftood except themfelves, and 
were of very uncertain meaning, and contrary to. 
the ftatute laws of the realm. 
, The Puritans now enjoyed fome cafe, the 

-:>yy- gjfljQpg began to feartbe death of the. 
Queen^j (who was now iii an ill ftate of health) 
^nd. dreaded the acceffion of her heir. James had, 
on fome occafions, fignified his rcfpefl: for the Pur 
ritans, and as there were above fifteen hundred noti- 
conformift clergy-at. this time in the narion; they, 
fufpefted, that his Majefty, when, he came to the 
throne, ^Bould :r«feht the ill treatment which they 
had given the Puritans, and put the depriLved. 
minifters in their places. . For this reafoo they be-. 
baved with fome more moderation than they hadj 
done in times part ; and the Piiritans reqiajncd in.. 
<|uiet, in hot>es of being recompenfcd when .a 
change ihould happen. The y^ear. one tboufan4; 
fix. bund red ai^ .faty. paffed ,Qver, without aoy, 
thing remarkable happening j . but EUzabeth*s laft; 
parliament, which aiTembled in^ ope . thpufand fix ^ 
hundred .and one, renewed, th.^ir attacks tip* 
on the ecclefiaftical courts; a bill was brought 
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in CO examine Into Bifiiops leafesi^. and to difable 
them from taking fines ; another was brought in 
agamfl; pluralities and . non^refidents^ and a third 
againft commiflaries and archdeacons courts. Many 
complaints came to the houfe againft the proceed* 
ings of the ordinaries, tx mero cfficioy without due 
prefentments, and againft the frequent keeping of 
their courts, fo that the church-wardens were 
iemetimes cited to two or three fpiritual courts ac 
once; complaints were made of .their charging the 
country with quarterly bills; of the great num- 
ber of apparitote, and petty fumners, who feized 
upon, people for trifling offences, and tnai^y other^ 
grievances tedious to mention. The Queen would 
not fuffer the houfe to debate thefe matters, but 
referred them to the Archbllbop, .who wrote to 
his brethcirn the Bifliops to endeavour to reform 
the above grievances as much as poflible, which 
he faid had produced fo many complaints in par- 
liament. There was another bill brought into the 
houfe for punifhing thofc who voluntarily abfented 
themfdves from church, but this, mifcarried, - not 
with any inclination of the Archbilhop, who vcfy 
much approved of itk 
•^ The Quceq was now :§rown very ifi-: 

firmj her fpirit§ decayed through a i wafting 
of htx conftit\ition, ' and partly by feeing hcrfelf 
neglefted by fomc of her favourites, who were 
pow ready to pay. their court to 'her fucceiror, 
upon: whom their hopes or fiars were placed* 
This threw her in a ftate tof rtielanfcholy, . attend-- 
ed with a drowfinefs and numbnefs in "all her 
limbs^-,^ which was followed with lofe of appciioc; 
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and, all the marjis of an approaching difToiution ^ 
upon which ihe retired to Richmoild, .where fhcr 
langttiChed for fome ■ time, and died March the 
twenty-fourth, hi the feventieth year of her age, 
and the forty-fifth year of her reign. It is not 
cafy to draw her charafter from; the portrait given 
her by biftorians; for as fome have been her e-^ 
neraies, fo fome have been her. friends to excefs* 
The hiftory of her reign aflfords the bed mate-' 
nak for drawing bier chirafter : ftie was a Princefe 
ol; great capacity, and kueW her mtereft well ; few 
could OTjer reach her in ipolitics,, and perhaps never 
one excelled her . ill cunning and. duplicity ; fcc 
knew how tp ^OnCeal hier own dcfigns, and dif- 
cover Other people's intentions to a great degree j 
ftie was tolera^bly eloquent, and inforced her fpeeches 
wiith uncommon authority ; fhe knew ihe was; a 
Queen, and made others underftand it likewifej 
there was a.pofitivenefs in her manner, which fliew-^ 
cd that (he would be obeyed. She had the art 
of managing parties^ and knew how to dcftroy 
thofe fhe did not love, without difcovering fhe 
had any hand thertin. With regard to reli- 
gion, it does not appear that fiie was fincere in 
profeffing any form thereof; for (he always made 
it fobfervient to her intereft and the ends of civit 
policy ; (he defended the Proteftants abroad and per-' 
\ fecuted them at home, within her own dominions; 
ihe wa^, on many occafions, fevere to both.Papifl» 
and Puritans; her hands were (lained with the blood 
of both, and for the moft part without any caufe« 
The confpiracies wbhch hiftorians afErm were form* 
ed againft her^ except that of the popifh Princes 
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abroad, on aCcoimt (^ which they make a{>oiogfe9 
for her perfecuting (o many of her ifubjeils, ap- 
pear to have been more imagiQary . than real, and 
feem rather to have been political contrivances of 
her court to cover certain defigns,' than Teal at^* 
tempts of -^hcr enemies againft her life. The fta- 
tutes made during her reign agakift Non-^onformifts^ 
for refnftng' to fiabmit to her ecclcfiaftical fuprc* 
fnacy, are lafting monuments of her tyranny. She 
feems^ to have thought that then*s confciences were 
given theiti for no other ireafon but to b^nd to the 
will. of Princes, and to fubmit to every a^biti'ary 
d\Stste of a faperior'. Her 'fiibjeAs r^a^her admired 
her for the fuccefs which attended her govj^rnmait, 
than loved her im theit hearts. They all agreed 
that The was a great Princefs, and venerated her 
royal perfon, but none have given Efficient reafoni 
to prove that they thought her good. The high 
church allow that fhe was covetous when (he plun- 
dered the bhurch revenues, and the Non-cdnformifts , 
have .declared that ihe was a fevere perftcutots rf 
honeft men for tonfoience fake. The glories of 
her reign arc fo tarni&ed with bloodflied and op^ 
prcffion, that none who underftand and love che 
liberties, of mankind, can read her hiftoi-y but \frhh 
difguft. Her taking away the life of Mary Queeft 
of Scots was rnhofpitable and barbarous, and every 
apology which her friends have made f6r her con-^ 
duft in this particular, - ferve only to demonftratc 
the aggravation of bet' guilt, and flteW their oWtt 
partiality. The hiftory of hier tdga fuffiifiently dc* 
chres, that thefe draughts of hfer charaAer are joff, 
and i^artizani may judge of them as they think 
proper, BOOK 


( 3'<^ ) 


BOOK V. 

I • 

r * / 

. XT THEN King Jaracs the Firft.afccndcd. 
^' W the throne of England, tht hopes of 
the Puritans were raifcd to an high degree. He 
had exprefled himfelf warmly in their favour when 
he was only King of Scotland, and now they ex- 
peded that they would feet the influence of his 
govemmeht in a benign manner. James had, in the 
general aflembly of the church of. Scotland, pub« 
licly thanked God that he was King of the pureft 
church in the world; and e^iprefled his difappro* 
bation of the Etigliih form of worfhip, calling ic 
an ill faid mafs in Engliih. This made the Non-' 
conformids believe, that feeing he was now advabced 
to the crown of England, he would prtronize that 
form of worlhip which he had formerly fo highly 
commended. The Biftiops were* afraid that he 
would alter the eftabliflied forms of religion, and 
fet up that of presbytery in the room thereof; 
chey therefore addrefled htm with great fubmiflion^ 
and extblled his wifdom in the higheft ftrains of 
flattery and adulation. James was fond of prero- 
gative, and the Bilhops encouraged his views, and 
afliiled his claims; he found them a more tractable 
/brt of creatures than the Scotch Presbyterians, and 
was highly pleafed with their cringing and. fub- 
mifllon. He now began to repent that he had fo 
highly extolled the kirk of Scotland, and fliewed 
a oanifeit inclination towards epifeopacy, Thi$ new 
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King^ though he was called Solomdn by his fiat-.; 
terersy was not pofleiTed o( fo much wifdom as to 
conceal his own propenfity towards things which* 
pleafed him; the Biflidps foba perceived 'his incfis^. 
nation, and had addrefs' enough to make 'profitable* 
improvements of his weaknefs. Archbifhop Whit- 
gift was in great fear of what' he termed Scotch ► 
Mift,' but the favour of Janles in lefs than nine 
months blew it all away/ and his Lordfllip's fears 
were totality removed. . . . . : 

The Puritans j full of hopes that James would 
favour their interefl?, prefented a petition' ro him, 
to have fundry articles of the church of England 
reformed. - ^The Bilhopsi oppofed this petition with 

■-•'.• ^H 

*Tbe Humhie Pelltion of the Mtntflefs,' &c, for riUefiri the follotving 
- • -'• "• particulars. < [<..'.. 

1. In the church fervice : That the ciofs in baptifm, tlie interrog»^ 
t^ies to infonts, bapj:ifm by women, and confiiTna^ion in&y be taken* 
away; that the cap and furplice may not be urged; that 'examinati- 
on may go before the communion; that the ring tn<- 'marriage may> 
be difpenfed with; tha£^ the feryico may^be abridged, church ibngx 
^nd mnfic ^mod^ated to better edification ; that the Lord's day may 
not b« profaned, nor *t1ie obfefvation of other . holydays ftritSHy ca-' 
jdined ; that miniders may not be charged to teach their people to 
bow at the name of Jefus ; and that none but canonical fcriptures 
be read in the church; * ^ • . ■ • ' 

2. Ooncernhig ' minifters' : That none may be admitted but ahla 
men ; that they be obliged to preach on -the 'Lord^s day.}' thatfacit> 
art are not capable of preaching j maybe removed o^ obliged' to maia-; 
tahi preachers^ that nott-TefidetKy> be nor permitted ;>Uiat KingEdr* 
ward^s .itaeute for the lawfulaefs of* the marriage' of the .xrkrgy'b^ - 
r^#ired:; aad that xniniders be not obliged to: fubfcsiije^. but accord-, 
ing to law, to the articles of religion and the King's fupremacy.only..^ 

3. For church llviags ': 'That Biihops leave their coaaiendams ; 
that imjiropriatipns, annexed.' to bifliopricks and colleger, be giyea- 
to fMchers,^ inetfnft>oats .only ; . and , that . lay-impropriations, be ^ 
charged with a dzth or fcventh part for the maintenaqce of a pz«a«. 
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all ttietr inflotQcCt and entreated the Kiqg tofyfftv 
religion tp coniinue^ ^s he found it at his acceiiioii 
to the crown. James thought he coulcl not do 
kfs. to. pleafe . a fct of men whom he perceived 
were great friends to arbitrary power, and the pre- 
rogative of Pfinceis, than to grant their re^uefl con^ 
ceming reUgion^ he therefore not only permitted 
them to icoaiiduc in their places, aQd allowed them 
«Q eojoy their own fosrm of religion, but came ic^ 
tally over to their principles. The government of 
the church of England Was more agreeable to his 
fentiments, and was tnore like .monarchy, than the 
forms he had been accuftomed to in Scotland ; he 
began to fiid that the clergy of the church of 
England entered more into his views, and agreed 
better with bis defigns, than the Scotch, who ra- 
ther wanted to limit his authority than extend his 
power,* 

King James, that he might not appear too par- 
tial, and to perfuade people that he. would not de« 
termine any thing without hearing the arguments 
o^ both li4es, appointed a conference between the 

.".two 

4. For church ^iCa^hne : That excommunication an4:churdtL cei|- 
fiircf bcrxibtih; thexiaqiie. of Uy>cbaxicellpr». ^c. tbatxneabc not 
fntcommmi^ed -for twelve-penny masters, nor wi^hioift. copient of 
tfieir paAbn ; that Hp<lkcf% places, s^ld others, having juri44>«^nt 
do noc putithexib out to farm;' that fmdxy popiHi c^ons b« re<- 
ttrCtdp maybe iicffarained; that the .oath ex tffiao hft muttjC fp^uig^ 
)y vftd; and 'ticenccs for hftarnagea vithoiit.bai&ns be'mfMfpirii^ly 
jraiMtd. . . 

Thefe tlMig», fyf- they, > vc are able to &tm not to be zffcca^ 
Me to tiM; word of God, if it ihal! please your Mi^cfty to hear uf 9 
0r by vrriitiif to be iafomed, ' or. b^ coafcscMt anflto|; tb« kmfno^ 
^ be refolvcd* 

• Rapin, Coliier, Ncai. 
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tit& parties, wherein he himfelf wdlild prefide iw 
moderator. This conference fs called by hiitorianr> 
the Hampton-court conference. It was held for 
the fpace of three days, on the fourteenth, fix- 
teenth, and eighteenth of January, one thoufand fix^ 
hundred and four,* ' 

V . This conference was held in the draw* 

ing-rooHi within the priTy chamber at 
Hampton-court : the difpntants were appointed on 
both .fides by the King : for the church there were 
toine Biihops, and as many Dignitaries ; for the 
Puritins there Were only four Miriifters. The 
advocates for the church ^were the Bifhops Whit- 
gift, Bancroft^ IVIattKew, Bilfon, BafGngto'n, Rudd, 
Watfon, Robinfon, and Dore; theDoftors Andrews, 
Overal, Barlow, Bridges, Field, and King, befidcs 
the Deans of Worccflier and Windfon Thofe who 
wtrt on the fide of the Puritans were the Doftors 
Raynblds and Sparks, and Me£ Chadderton and 
Ktiewftubs, The church divines appeared in the 
habits of their refpeftive diftinftions ; but thofe 
Who appeared for the Puritans had fur gowns, like 
Tilrky merchants, or like the profeflbrs of the uni- 
ifei^tifcs* This conference anfwered no good pur- 
pofej the conteft was uneaual ; for the puritan di- 
vines were not allowed freedom of fpeech. The 
King, who fat as prefident, afted the part of a 
difputant,' and intimidated the minifters by his au- 
thority, while the Biihops looked on as fpeftators 
of the triumph. Janies told them in fo many words 

• Fuller, Spotdwood^ Coilicar, Caldetvood, Ncal. 
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what he would haire doa'e^ and'TOodld lifteir to itoi 
arguments, however Juft^i which wece againft his* 
own dpifiiiQii. The puritan diyincs were put tofip-j 
lepce,.and nothing; that they faid was in -the .leaft 
regarded. When the a<;cQui«,.Qf ttife, conff^enc^ 
was publiflied, nothing was fairly .r«pr€ftnt;€d. -.Ba^-i 
low gave -a vfry.'unfi^ir accdunt of-^thls, ^ifputation ; 
he rf {>refe0ts ^i^. own and , the Bifhops arguitieuts 
in the ftrpng^ft point of view, and conceals pr noif- 
reprefents tl^e, whole, of his antagonifl^ replies. 
King J^mes was now fo fond of the hierarqhyj tl^aCr 
be expreffcd hirafelf in t^ie.^warraeft manner in its 
favour. He congratulated hiipfclf .that he was noW: 
come into the promifed '^land j that he fat am^ng^ 
grave men, and was nor. a. King as formerly witiKW 
/ l]tate> nor in a place where beardlefs boys wwld * 
^ brave him to his face: and xhat hq had called that- 
%ffembly not with any. defign. to alter the. form. of 
religion, but to receive fome fatisfaftion concerning 
a few points of ,difcipline. Thefe. were concerning 
the prayer book — excommunicatiop in ecclefiaftical 
courts — concernipg providing qualified minifters for 
Ireland — ^abfolution— private baptifm by women/ apd 
a few other trifling thjngs. - Jan^es was fatisfied with 
regard to all the. reft of the hierarchy, and. had 
no fcruples concerning any material points; it was 
agreeable to his prerogative, which fanftified every 
error in his opinion. The Archbjfliop, to fatlsfy 
the King concerning private, baptilhi by women,- 
aflured him that it was not allowed, though he 
well knew that the Bifliops licenfed midwives to 
baptize infants in cafes of neceility, upon taking 

an 


an. oath .that, they would ufe the right form -of 
.words, whca^ they baptized ihem."^ The difputa- 
ticNi produced no advantage to the Puritans, the 
King and the Bilhops being before*band determined 
to.;ipake. no akeratidn in the eftabliOied religion; 
fo this mock conference was ended to the great 
ftdsfaiftion of -Whitgift and his friends. The Pu- 
ritans were obligdd^ to fuffcr the reproaches pf their 
adrerfaries, without having it in their power to 
clear thiemfelves :; the account of this conference 
pabli&ediby their » enemies refldfted feverely upon 
chem^ as *being both ignorant and' headftrong ; per- 
fops who would not lifted to ' reafonable pfopofals, 
but^werd difppfed to divide the church without 
..'■'. c S s 2 ' any 
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. . .* The Oath of a Wdwife, 

* » I.Eleanoc F——— /admitted to *the office -and occupation of a midwife-, 
wlU^althfuUy; and dUigieni(ly excrti/e' the faid office, according jto {\ic\x 
cunning and knowledge as God hath given me, a^id I will be ready to 
hi^p^and aSd^aswrfl poor as rich^omen ih labour and travail witli 
chiid» and wjll be always iready to OLecote m^ ikid office. • Alfo I will 
not permit or fuIFer that any woman being in, labour or,travail fball 
niame* any otiier to Be^'tlie father of the child, tlian only he who, is the 
right and true father thereof ; and that I will not iuffer any -other body's 
chUd'tohe feti broUJhc; or laid before any woman delivered of child, 
in the place of her natural child, fa far forth as I caaunderftand. Alfo, 
I \n\\ not ufe any khid of forcery or incantation, in the time of travail 
•f any wpm^; and' that I will' not idefbroy the child born of any wo- 
man, nor cut or pujl pfFthq h?ad thereof, ot other wife difmenibcr ot 
hurt the fame, or fufler it to be hurt, &c. Alfo, that in the miuifhation 
of the iacrameint o&baptifm/ ih the time of necei&ty, I will ufe the ate- 
cu(lomed words of the fame facrament ; that is to ray, thefe words fol- 
lowing, ot to the like efFeiSl" : I chriftcn thee ia the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the HolyGrhofl, and none other profane words. And that 
m .l^a^t^zingjiny infant, ^orn,. and pouring water on the head df.tlus 
£iid infant, I will ufe pure and clean water,, aod jiot any rofe ok damaik 
^ater, or water made 6f any confedBon or mixture ; and tha^ 1 will 
certify the curate of the pariili church of every fuch baptizing. 
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aliy fufficicnt reafons. Thcfe four clergymen Vfho 
a£led for the Puritans in this conference, af^giie4 
with great calmnefs and difcredon, but wheq cyet 
their arguments bore hard upon the Bifhops, thefe 
dignitaries complained th^t they were rude a&d 
unreafonable. 

About two weeks before this confeUcnce died Mt 
Cartwright, one of the chiei of the :Puritan3, He 
was bom in Hbrtfordftiire, and educate in 5t John's 
College, Cambridge.. He firft: purfued thie ftndy 
of the law, but afcerwarrds applied, to divinity, dnd 
was chofcn Fellow of Trinity Collie, and after-r 
wards tp be Lady .Margaret's Profeflbn He was 
a man . of gre^t judgment, and n good fchohr, a 
popular preacher, and st zealous Non«conforniift< 
He was feverely perfecuted on account of hjs poa* 
conformity by Whitg'ft Archbiflip|) of Canterbury, 
and the reft of the Biibpps, but he ccmtinuedfted* 
faft in his principles amiJl): ail his fufTerings. His 
confutation of thq Rhemill tr^nljatidn fh^ws Ijiin. to 
h^ve been a good divine, arid a great fcholai^^ ^bd 
he had the approbation of the moft learned mc4 
pf that age for this work. 

Six weeks after Cartwright, died his yioletit pcTy 
fecutor, Dr Whitgift, Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
He was bom iq Lincolnihire, and educated in Pemy 
broke Hall, Cambridge. He cotnplicd with iht 
times in the reign of Mary, chough it is faid that 
he dffapproved of her religion. He viras Lady Mar* 
garet*s and Queen*s Profeffor, and Mafter of Trinity 
College. Being a champion for the hierarchy, he 
^a^ preferred by Queen Elizabeth firft to the fee 

of 


( 333 ) 

4^£ Worccfter, and then to that cF Cafttitbtir^; He 
iwas.a violent ferfecutor of tbofe who. diflFercd from 
hiiti, aadihew^d na; mercy to the Piirirahs^ but 
bpprefied them upoaaUoct^aiions. He purfued the 
feverefl: laws to their ucmoft limits agaitift the Non- 
•confdrinifls^ aoid fdtoeriines went far beyond thetti. 
Mt a^jpears to have' Keen dcftitme of. alt the prin- 
ciples of huihanity, and regard to true religion, and 
to have pemrted Hii learhing to ail the purpofes 
of fdfifb attid arbitrary principles. He was fond : 
of fptendour ^ atd magnificence, and afpired niore to; 
be like a.Princfe thin but of the fucccffbrs of the 
a{>6ftle3, for he fottieti*ii«i had five hilndred horfe- 
Inen in Kfe ritintte^ one hundred 6f whith Were 
his owti domeftics : thd Biftiop of Rome could 
fcarcely ^xcel him in fplendoiir, or exceed him in 
ambkion : he was a plague to liaahy Whilt he lived, 
and '^ied lamented by few. 

Before the meetitig of parliament J5die§ iffued a 
prociamatiori, commattdittg all Jeftiits and popilh 
Priefts to depart tbe kibgddfti. In this proclama- 
tion he Was careful to ftieW that fie did not ba- 
flifh them becaufe of their religion in general, but 
becsmfe they itiaintained the Pope's tenip6*-al au- 
rhdrity. In thU Jame* was certainly right; though 
the greateft part of our * hiftdrians mention this 
with dPfapprobation;* for certainly Roman catholics, 
provided they did not idh'trt to a foreign poWeri 
which they believe fifperior to the chief magiftrate 
of Great Britain, have as good a right to profefe 
theif religion, and enjoy their civil privileges, a$ 
j>ny <rthfcr denomination of people* But James erred 
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in* his /cTcrky againft the Puritans, wljom he. would 
not inoulge in . the profeffion of their . religion, hot 
preflfed all to conformity upon the fevereft penalties. 
.The firft feffion .of parliament was opened with 
a long fpcech made hy the. neWi King,, wherein 
lie acknowledges the Roman church .to be his mo- 
ther church, 1 though defiled: with; fomeiipfirmitics 
.and corruptions,, and fpeaks in the higheft ; flxains 
of his, own clemency: he faid his mind was ever 
free from perfecution for confcieace .. fake, as. he 
.hoped the cathdlics had. experienced fince his pre- 
ferment to the crown. If they ^ould difpenfe with 
the Pope's fuprema^y, and. his pretended power .to 
difpenfe with the murder of .Kings, he ;would meet 
them half way ; but lap to :th^ Poricsuis and, No- 
^velifts, whom, he, f?jd did , not . diflfer frqm, th^em fo 
m^ch in poiftps of religion as in their confu(edfQrm 
of policy and purity, they are.difcontented witli jthe 
prefent: church government, impatient, to fuffer Su- 
periors, wbich makes their fefl unfufFerable in any 
well-gpyerped cpmrnonwealth. Thefe were; the. no- 
tions of King James, concerning the Papifts arid the 
Pqritans,:and;;his reafons f<jr ibewiqg mpre mercy 
to ;hB one than^to the others. The Biihops were 
pleafed with ,this fpeech, becaufe they found if hat 
Tames meant to (hew no favour to the Puritans, 
which they .wer? afraid of. The proteftants were 
all much concerned to .hear that the Kiqg Avas dif- 
pofed to meet the papilts half way, and none ex- 
cept forae of the Biftiops who wanted to flatter the 
King approved of this fpeech. James muft ^ave 
had a very mean opinion of the proteftant religion^ 

* and 


(• 335 ) 

and 'uYidcrftood' little of popery, to imagine they 
could, be reconciled to one another. There are 
many other articles in she poplfh religion which 
cannot be reconciled to the proteftant- principles, 
befid^s - thati of the Pope's fupremacy, and which 
HO perfon who believes the fcriptures can poffibly 
comply with : it was therefore abferd. in: James 
to pretend to maintain the caufe of prpteflants if 
he deiigHed to mingle it with the abfurdities of 
popery. This wife King, as- he was called by the 
Bifhops, began foon to ihew his arbitrary difpoii- 
lion; he made frequent mention of his hereditary 
right to the crown in his long'fpeech, and that 
he was accountable to none but God for his con- 
duct ; and he foon began to fhew the nation in 
praftice the real import of this theory. He al- 
tered the writs for eleding members of parliament, 
and prefumed to defcribe to the nation what fort 
of members they fliould choofe, and threatened to 
disfranchife * thofe corporations who (hould not eleft 
members ' according to his pleafure. When the par- 
Barftent affembled, he hindered their e^iamining of 
contefted • eledions, and commanded them to retura 
fome.memberswhich'tbcy had: fet afide. The fa- 
Touritcs of James endeavoured to perfuade him to 
render' himfelfabfolute; the Bifliops were of this 
nunJiber, and from this period there has appeared 
among the clergy a party of men who -have main- 
taitied paffive ob«liencc to the greateft extent. 

The parliament did not fo well bear with James's 
arbitrary notions as the court of Bifliops; they paffed 
fome a^ which gave them gr^t uneafmefs; they 

wi.] * revived 
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Revived the :ftatutc of Edward the: Sixth, Whlcfe 
eoa^ls, that all procefles^ citations, judgcn^ots, &c. 
in any eccldiadical courts, ihall be iiTued in xh^ 
King's name, and under his feal and arms : that 
all leafes or grants of church lands to the King^ 
or his {leirs^ &c. for mote than twenty-one ycars^ 
for the future ftiould he made void, whjgh put a 
final flop to the atienatiofi of church revenues. 

The convocation whicbtiow fat with the parlia-* 
ment were very aftive againlt the Puritans. Ban* 
croft Bilhop of London ^prefided in this cqnyocatioQi 
becaufe the fee of Canterbury was vacant by th^ 
death of Whitgift :; he procured a IJcence from the 
King to make cancms, apd on the fecond of May 
delivered in a bpok^of capons pompofed by himfelf^ 
and prcfented it to the Jower houfe of convocation- 
At this time feveral puritan diyines prefe()ted a peci*- 
tion for reformation of the bppk of common prayer^ 
but it was rejeifted, and th^y were admoniflie^ !;a 
conform before Midfummef^ otbcrwife they (hould 
undergo the cenfures of the church. While the 
canons were revifing there ^As a hot difpute in the. 
higher houfe concerning the ufe of ihe crof$ iti bap* 
tifm : Bancroft was violent for this pra^ice, but 
Dr Rudd^ Btihop of St David's, oppofed him, and 
made a long and fenfiblc fpecch upon this oCcafiOn.^ 

The 

* Canon 3. fays, That wbofoe^er ihalt ai^tm that the church of En;« 
land by law eftabiiihcfi ii not a trae anil apbftolicai chnTch* kt hott 
be ipfo fadlo ezcpinmunicated* and not reAorcd but only by th$ Arch* 
bilhop after his repentance and public revocation 6f his wicked error. 

Canon 4. Whofoever (hall affirm the form 6f God*s worfhip in thft 
church of England eftabliihed by law, and contained -in the book of 
common prayer, and adminiftration of iacramentii is » corrupt, fuper* 

ibtiottit 
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1?he ^iflidpsf of Ldndon^'Winch^fttfr^ Ely, and trio.- 
tola anfwercd <b^:Biftlop cf St, David's; biW ^b^ii 
his LordOap oflfered to :rcply^ he was forbiddca 
by the prei^($at> aipid fuboaktadi The boc|k Qf 

canons 

lUdoai; and 'imlft\v4gUl -iMRotlhlpi or contaiiif any duotg.repu^^nt.td 
foipjtibej let him be entoiAraiiaicated ipfy isiOo, smd not reftor^ &€. , 
i Carton s.: Wiiofdovei: i3iaU affirm that |inf pf the thuty-aii^e aftid^ 
oCtho.chufcii'agi'et^d up^ m the year doe thpyfand five hundred aad 
iixty-two, for avoiding di^Terenct pf opHiiQfi&, and for leftabUOiiti^ con* 
feot tteiching true r<eUgioki$ -ace in any. part fuperftitio^s x>r erroneovs, 
or fuch as rHaj aOt with a good coni<:i«iiQe:b^ r^brGribed:tOy le( hi^ be 
excommunicated if^fb/adkOi! and not teftPred, fk,<* , 

€aaon 6. Whoibe^rer fiiaU affirm: th^t tho Hu» 9ad oevemoi^es of the 
church of England by law'eftabltihed, are wicked. apd anti^tjj^tga^ 
fuperftitidus, or iuch as beiiig copeuftanded by lawful authority* good 
men may not ivicha goodcoiildeAce appiove^ ufe^ or, jm pcc^fion rc^i 
quires, fubfcnb^, lot him be excoinmilaifiated ipib fa£to, and nptirq^ 
itotedi &c; .'''■'" 

Canon 7. Whofoevex' ihall afiirni tbat -the goyernment of the chutch 
of Fjigiarid ;by Afchbiihopsi ^fliops^ Pea(ns.y %||d- ^chdeacons, an^ t^e 
reft^hat bear officdiin the fj|ime,:i6 aatichriCtiaiix or repugnant to the 
tvodtd/ofGod* leChiift be escomni»nicikt<d ipfo f^o* and aot reflored, 
&c. ■ 

Canon S; WhoToevfer fliaU a£Bnn that the fo^ ^d Ih^Hxier of xxuik* 
ing and caniec#altng Biihops, PrielU^andPeawrcgi^^ contains any thing 
repugnant to thelirordof God ; or that potCo^i facade and confecrated 
ace hot lawfully tnsitde», or n^d ^ny. other eaUiBg.pr prfliQation to the 
diicharge of their. divine office; Ic^ hiOi i^e.ezfi^idmttaicated ipjfb faito« 
ind not xeftPred, &Ci 

Canon p. Whoibnce ihall fqpiafatejton-t^i! commuaiafll of ;he church 
of England as it is appfpved byjthe apoftle^ ffilesy a^d cpmhli^e ^j^ 
ther inranew brotherhood) accou^tiag choie yrhp oonform ^o thcdoc« 
\^tn^f ritefi) and joereiitQliif 9 of tha church upoMet/pr their communioni, 
let .^hem be ^xcpqunmfejMbed ipfo fadko^ aod AOt.reftore^ ^ , .. ; 
;Ga(ionii». Wholb^er ihall affirm that ludi as. refiufe to fubfcribe to 
the.fpFnl ai^d manner pf God*s worihip iii the dioich of jEng^d, and 
thoir adherents,, if»y< jttuiy take to ^tbekji^hres the name of ^otfat/t 
e^iireh jdot eftabtiSied .by Jaw, and ihidl,);wbli{h<tlvit their pretended 
ehwreh has groped: u^det the burden 06 ccrfjrtn.griey^xrccsj-impiofed 
^ppfx^h^m by tbe:el*«eh:of £ajtod,.tet.tliem.lw: eijc^tpmuWitcdipTo 

fa€fco, and not rcftored^ Ac* :.!':.' 

--• • . 
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aii ascommmilcatioa in tbci ipintual cauc&s, .jau(^ 
prdbidy perceive cbci great it^dfliipsr which d)Q 
Puritans laboured linder ^y thefe caQOD^; cbey were 
tadt ooJy fufpeoded from tbeur: offices . and deprired 
of , their livings^ bat. made incaf^blo. :Qf . recQveri<Qtg 
their jull. debts by the laws, of; their couocry, ;ad4 
fSspa[ai to imprifiiQiBetit £or lif^Mmkh ^ thiey w<>^14 
fatasfy the cbttrcb;;aiid mQue liha&f^U^ :they ar9 
denied chriftian burial, ahd as f^r.rd^ %hp :pQWei? 
of the court could CKtend, c»diii^ip<?B^.fk^MnQi( 
dom of heareiL : This was fefvcrity .which never 
caa ^nfwer siiy good piirpofe^ and t^qp^fesjbe char 
ra^r of its authors to evierlftftiiig! cf^tfQmpt. /Tbo 
^wholc figures in the fyllcm of rhetoric are not 
fujScient to paint in language, the wickednefs an4 
alHDimination ot.tftefe popiflx canons. . The churcfi 
of Rome; with alf faer plenkude /4>f ppweirr ^CQuld 
do no more than 4h^at pc|dpfe om^^ 
and has not always proceeded. fgi Tar. a^ %rs^ iPpiiT 
irocktibn i^ich ebmpofed th^fe canOds* ." ^ 

Baqcroft wa§; preferred to xht fee 6f C^ntetbttry 
itf Dec^ihber/ one thou&nd ,&^. hundred aQd.<liQur> 
and, was fucceedcd by Vaughan piftdp of €Hej|eri 
a man pf^ no great afiivity. iJpQii , Bapcroft^s ^eT 
ferment, the Dqrch and flench chinches wthin baSi 
dioceie prefeptjed, ai;.! ijddrefs to. ibrm foi^ his piw 
teftfeti, according to their charBcr. granted, lineup by 
Edward the Sixfh, 'In the year - one- tJifOttfirad five 
hundred and GiftSf, and confirmed i:);Qr: /E^lizabeth u| 
itxe year one thbufend five hundi^ed «id fi*e^^ 
which he granted, while, he fia^.j;a;^cd Kis 'M^jjfe^ 
own natural fuhjttfts by all forts -of tyranny; rmd 

per- 


( 3lH ) . 

perfecution. Bancroft yvas: or perlba. of a^ rough 
temper,, ^nd.oi a ve^^y arbitrary )di(poficioDj hf was 
a greac {\xppotxcr of ih^^ft^Q^gtive^ >uid aa eQei|[iy 
» all fohsy of icivil aoi^ ; r^li^ioua l^>^rty:^ ho: ^dt 
vifcd the KJuig fi> affunii!& ^hit . fok righi ;(:^^^ 
ing piiohifienoad, aad lio - r^e it ^r^>llt , i;Hc i courts 
of WefbainAer-'haH : for ^isr pur j^iafi^ ibie In?pe4 
twentyrfiye grierAnces, 'whicl^ he call^ ^tipoli cleri^ 

ao4 preieolJtd; th^m c? die King for his .approbat 

tioQ 'f >bttt:tbe Jjtidges. hai^Dg declar^ ^h^: cou« 

traly W h^, tfeey wcr? fct afidc.; 

• Tlite: rjrrtnt of a :Bilhqp revived die perjfecufion 

againft fb^; Pufi«aii% bjr ep&rcipg, the ftrift ob^- \ 

fcrvaticc «f all the feftjivaif of the chu^ph j by ^ 
reviving jh^ ofe of thecopps, furplice^^ caps, hoods, '; 

&c;jaecpi^g to tho. fiifft.fcnrfccbpc^ of Edward / 
the Siithi ; by <JbHgiftg. ifte . clergy to fobfcribc oyer ! 
agwthe thi:ce ^r¥ck» ;?fn,WWsiff>'\'wIri€h the '^> 
tfaifify^fixtb c^Qi^ tbi0)! W€r^ pbligedtp.d^ \ 

did hyilJifig|y,;a©d ftop.;;tl>f; hearCr By ,^iuffp4^ 
vcrides dbove tbfe<5 imtidr^ purl jtfitjmjpiftcjs. were 
iikocedt^. $Qd %efal pjf tt^^p;! faccpmfjauQJcaced and 
-caft.'.i6(o -pHriJToitj ojliprRriFcre forced: to. ileie tb/eif 
^aciarc owi^ry, atJ^g^ wtgitjapiflimpmi^. to,^refcrvc 
tI^eti!;€wfi;^ieQce$i fr^p rel^ious^ ifxipq^itio^s. 

T^o ;fiippoEt the ;8i^Pps im jtiheif fyj^my, they^ 
caii^^hk xh(^ nflKb&cjii^^f the r>ii^lve Judges> and ia 
the Stair-cftgfnber deopiafld*^ ibeir jqdgments tipop 
ibrfie; : Tbfere were piiefeQff oi^ this qoa die Bi* 
4hbps of Caiiterbury ;ai^| Lcmdo^ ^nd twelve: Lords 
^f'fheipwvy coanciL nThe Cbamcdlor opcnpd fhc 
f^hly with a fercstf^cljcagaiaftiibc: Pnrit^m^^ 

V- declaring 
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declaring that the. King t^as defigned to »fupprel| 

them as'difturbers of thd peace, by having the laws 

fully execlited againft th^/ and (hen demanded in 

his Majeffy^s name the' opinion of the* Judges upon 

three things, (i) Whether the deprivation ' o£ the 

puritan ' nHnifters, by the high comiffiffibnersj for 

refufinfg ^ conform to the ceremonies appointed by 

the laft' canons, was lawful ? (2) Whether a f^rohi- 

bicion ' be grantable agaiiift the commiffioners upon 

the ftatute of 2 lien. V. if they do not deliver 

the copy of the libel to the party? (3) Whether 

it be an offence punifiiable, and what ^ptmiiObment 

it deferred, tofratne petitionfi and colled a muL 

titude of hands ' thereto/ to- prdfer to the Ring ia 

•a public catilc, as the'Piiritans had do^e> with an 

intimatiori to ^the-King, -^that-if he: denied- their 

fuit many thoufandi of - hisriubiefis 'Would^be dif^ 

contented? AHthefe queftioijs^the Judgts'-aflfwered 

to^the* fatisfaaion- of -the King and the Bi&ops. 

B^ th^ctfe fletermihatioas'^be^^hole body of clergy 

were'excliidied from, the flfttiitfe law of the land; 

foi* the' King 'wrthout his parRament mJght ma&e what 

conftitirtrons he plekfed,"and- his high commiflloders 

might prtceetf upotf thefe-fc^nftixutidns'^ <2^«Vwith- 

out theftri-ths of common Itfw, and the fnbjeds> might 

iidt'opeii'lficiV fcorti^laints. tb tie King^, ij'04*^petitioa 

•for reKef/'^itfiout bei^-fiitSlble^l })feafurd, and 

•coining wWltrd' danger bf'treafon or • ffelbayr ■ • ^^ 

\* *Befoft the-brealdiiigii^'bf itheaffcmblji,' fomeof 

'the LoHds declared thilt tHe^ P)|ritans. hid raifed a 

4alfe iwfldu?* of the Kia^'ylas intending* to* grftt^^ 

• toleration^ for - .papjfts 4 . :w^ich;'^'ofeDQ5. . the^^ Jh42P5 

^'i.*.. .:. conceived 
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€ontelvcd to be. highly firieable by the rules of 
common law, either in the King's Bench or* by the 
King and his council, or by^ftatute 3. o£ Henry the 
Seventh, in the Star-chamber. By thefe' determi-- 
nations the Archbifhop ivas encouraged to go on 
with his-perfecution of the Puritans, and purfued 
them ijrfih the utmoft fcverity. In twenty-four 
counties there were fouod^feven hundred and fifty- 
four non-fubfcribing miniftcrs, and 10 the reft of 
the counties\ in England and Wales there muft have 
been double that number : all thefe were pcrfccuted 
by the Bifhops, without the leaft compaffion fliewed 
to them. The London clergy were fummoned «o 
Lambeth to fubfcribe a*new ; but many did not ap- 
pear, and fuch numbers refufed that the churches 
were like to be left vacant z.upcm this the Bifhops 
were obliged to remit the rigour of their canons for 
a feafon. 

The Puritans 'who feparated from the. church 
Were treated with greater rigour thaa others; the y 
minifters of .this fort had ho mercy flucwcd.them. 
Upon this they found themfelves obliged to flee 
the country, and to fettle in- foreign, lands. They 
had/ rib : hopes of relief, for the counfellors whom 
they /employed :to pksld foriihem before: the courts, 
w^re: : fined al^d imprifooed :f or pleading their caufe, 
«nd ibime of :tbem iuffered to remain in. gaol till 
they ,d^^^' Nicholas Fuller, a lawyer in Gray^s 1/ 
Inriy was thrown into pirifoa for pleading for Mr. 
Maonfel,. of Yarmouth^ a^d never releafed to the 
day of his death. \ Great multitudes went now vo- 
iwntary Jnio\e«ife fojr thcrfakc of a good xonfci- \ 
r ' . encc, 
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encc, andJeft tlieii' native cotlntrjr/ and fotigbt fcfi- 
deQce in foreign part& Dr Ames^ McfT. Walker^ 
Pocs^ andc Pagjct^ and . itnany others, fettled, in Hb]^ 
land, and hzA churches a£ 'Rotterdam^ An)(terdatn^ 
and the Hague, Inhere they vwere very jufeful -in 
propagating true reRgioai .But the greateft nvm-* 
bcr of thofe/who 'VPient. abroad were ofiifcc inde+ 
pendent diendmination piMefil Ainiwortbif. Smith, and 
Robinfon i^ver^ their Jeaflcrs- - Mr Johiifon: founded 
a church: at Amfterdaniv after the pattern: of the 
Brofwtiiils, afid had Ainfwonh for his dodor at 
teacher. Thefe two. pubiiiSied a confelEon of faitfii 
of tbe people called Brownifb, much of the fame 
nature with the hartopny of confeiliobs^ but tbrd* - 
dilutes, they fell fbda.into xiivi&ons amcoig tjiem*^ 
fd ves. Joharbn }s faid . to hate eicoihlnunijcaited hij 
own father aiki bcothef for feme very t!ri€ing afiair^ 
having rejefted the intercefEon of the presbytery 
of Amfterdam in their bebalf. This divided the 
congregation, and Ainfworth and the other part of 
the church excommunicdted Johnfoh, who ' foon 
after tetumied the compliAieii*^to Ainfworth; They 
proceeded to fuch eictrsinitiGiithdt Amftetxiam.ooQM 
not hdd both parties; Johnfon and bis foliowcrs 
removed to Jlmbden, Wber« he died Ibcfn after, ;afliJ 
his congregation came tci liothiag; Ainfwrorfh and 
his followers trefe not Ibng udanimous, f or h^ f^tt 
left them and went to liieland, where heftaye^fo' 
a feafon, but when th« tnh^ds of his cobgriSgatiiSt^ 
ivere a little compofed, heremraed to Amftcrdanf^ 
and continued tiH he died. Mr Ainfwdrth \% weU 
known by his commetsitaty on the five books (^^ 

Mofti V 
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Kf ofcs, by which it appears that ht was a gbod fcholar^ 

and underftood the fcripttircs well. He is fuppofed 

tb have been poifoned by the Jews, whom he in* 

vited to a difpute upon the prophefies concerning 

the Meffiah* His congregation after him chofe 

Mr Canne, author of the marginal references to 

the bible, and fevferal other trcatifes; Smithy whom 

^e mentioned already, was a learned man, and a 

peffon of good abilities, but fickle in his judgment, 

and unfettled in his opinion; for he turned Bap-^ 

tift, and left Amftcrdam and fettled at Ley;, where 

being at a lofs for one to baptize him, he plunged 

himfelf, and then proceeded to baptize others^ 

which procured him the name of a Se-baptift. He 

at laft turned Arminian, arid publiflied feveml trea- 

tifes upon the controverfy between the Arminians 

and Calyanifts, which were anfwcred by Mr Ro- 

binfop. Smith died foon ifter, ind his congrega-* 

tion was extingiiiflied; 

Another Independent who fet up on high prin- 
ciples, was Mr John Robinfoh. of Norfolk ; he was 
extremely rigid at firft in his opinions, but by con- 
verfing with Dr Ames and fome others, he be- 
icame more moderate : he always maintained the 
neceffity of feparafing from the churches among 
whom he lived, but did not deny them to be true 
churches, but admitted their minifters to occafional 
communibn, and his own church to join with the 
Dutch churches in prayer and hearing the Word, 
but not in the facraments and difcipline ; which 
gained him the name of a Semi-feparatift. 
- Henry Jacob was another rainifter among the 

U u Inde* 


Independents who at firft wrote againft the Brdwntft V 
but by.convcrfing with Mr Robinfon became a pro- 
fdy te to his opinions. He was 2l perfon well read* 
itx theology, • and ikilful in \mdcrftanding the fcrip- 
tures t he wrote a treatifc endeavouring to prove 
from fcripture that there was fpecial neceffity fof 
lieforming the church of England. 

The Puritans were at this time warmly engaged 
in a difpute among themfelves, ccMicerning the Jaw-* 
fulnefs of feparating from the church of England j 
the- conforming clergy looked on* and behdd the 
combat. The greaifeft part of the Puritans were 
for holding communion with the 'cftablifhmeot in 
h^r doftrines and iacpaments,' though Ihe was de-^. 
fdftiVe m her difeiplihey and corrupt in her cere« 
ift(»ji€8; 'The independents, maintained .that the 
church of Ehgknd,' in: her prefcntconftitutidn, was. 
N^ no true church of Chrift, but a! very limb of Anti-' 
chrift, or at bcft a mere creatiire'of the ft'ate j that 
her miriifters were not lawfully called or ordained^ 
dor the facraracnts rightly adminiftered ; and for 
tbefe reafobs .it; was unkwful to :hold eommonioQ 
with her. The other Puritans who T^erc againft the 
church, and would not hold:commaBion wkh hery 
allowed her to be a' true church, but at; the' fame- 
time maintained it wis unlawful to join with her^ 
and lawful to feparate from her. ' They affirmed 
that it was as lawful for them to feparate from the 
church of England, as for the members of thatJ 
church to feparate from the church of Rome, which' 
they allowed to be a true church: . After this man-^* 
ner did the contfoverfy proceed concerning fepa- 

ration 
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ration at this time* It is manifeft.that the church 
divines were not able to anfwer with any folid ar- 
-guments either the one party or the other of thefe 
Puritans; every argument which they ufed might 

4 

eafily be turned* againft themfelves j but they -had 
a method: of reafoning which aiifwered their -pur- 
pofes full as well. They had the law on their fide, 
^d by the 'influence thereof could anfwer all ar» 
guments which were brought againft them/ 

This year was famocis for the gunpowder . 
plot, which was contrived to blow up the "^^ 

"King^and parliament. It was Contrived by the^pa- 
pifts to make way for the cftablifllment of popery 5 
but it was difcovered before it was executed, and 
the confpiratbrs puntflied accordifig to their defert- 
As this plot more efpecially belongs, to civil his- 
tory, I {hall pafs -it over with a few obfervations. 
James, though he bad the plaineft demonftration 
of the dcfigns of thfe papifts againft his governme^nt, 
continued ftill to favour their fentiments, and to 
perfecute the Puritans ; which would naturally make 
men believe that he thought it only a crime fo 
far as it was meant againft hinifelf. The difco- 
very of this plot was made by the King himfelf, by 
means of reading a letter fent to Lord Monteaglc, 
which would make one believe that the King hrm- 
felf was in the fecret ; for the letter is fo *myftica!, 
that all the King's council' could not undefftand it: 
the King alone^ could difcover the meafling thereof. 
The King fmelled gunpowder in the letter, which 
Bone difcovered except himfelf; which renders k 
'jprob^hle diat-he.wa^ no ft ranger to this horrible 
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machination. This plot was intended to have been 
fathered upon the Puritans, and the King in his 
fpccch to the parliament, on the ninth of Novem-i 
ber, takes fpecial care to bring them into it; for 
after he had cleared the Roman cathoh'c religion 
from encouraging fuch murdering pradice^, he adds, 
that the cruelty of the Puritans was worthy of 
fire, that would not allow falvation to papifts ; fo 
that if the Puritans had been blown up, his Ma- 
jefty thinks they would have met with nothing but 
what they deferved. The intention of this fpeech 
fecms to have been to turn away the popular rc- 
fentment from the Roman catholics, whom James 
both feared and loved, to the Puritans, who had 
never under all their perfecutigns ipoved the leai]t 
fedition againft the government. Thei merciful dif- 
pofition of the King towards the catholics afterwards, 
and his feverities to the Puritatis, make it highly 
probable that neither King nor parliament were in 
great danger by the gunpowder concealed under the 
parliamcnt-houfe. 

Some defp(?rados had indeed intended to blow up 
the parliafnent'hpufe, and very likely meant to dc* 
ilroy both King and parliament ; but others who 
were of the fame religion, and had complied fo 
far with the reft to find out their fecret, betrayed 
them to the King, hecaufe they found it a more 
probable way to praflife upon James, who was well- 
difpofed towards popery, than by fuch an horrid 
afiion to render themfelves odious to all chriftian 
Aates. It is very probable that the wifer fort of 
the papifts underftood tl:ie King's bi^s to popery, 
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and were not without hopes that one day or other 
he would declare in favour of that religion; for 
this reafon it was natural for them to infer, thac 
it was better for them to wait for a feafon, and 
have their religiofi eftabliflied by authority, thaa 
by one defperate adtion to run the riik of lofmg all. 
By difcovering this plot t6 the King, they would 
render themfelves and their principles more accept- 
able, and fhew him that it was not the principles 
of the Roman religion, but defpair, which had 
driven the confpirators to fuch a wicked exploit. 
This will eafily account for the King's fpeeches, 
and his future behaviour towards the Roman ca- 
tholics. 

This plot occafioned a new oath of allegiance to 
be impofed, which paffed both houfcs of parliament, 
and was appointed to be taken by all his Majefty's 
fubjefts. This oath is different from the old oath 
of fupreniacy, which obliges the fubjefls to ac- 
knowledge the King to be fupreme head of the 
church, as well as of the ftate, and was calculated 
to anfwer thofe papills who did not believe that 
the Pope had. power to depofe Kings, and fequeftratc 
their dominions. The greateft pirt of the Roman 
catholics took this oath, contrary to the Pope's ex- 
prefs prohibition, which occafioned a new debate 
concerning the Pope's power with regard to tem- 
porals, between the learned 6f both religions. James 
and the Pope joined iflue in this debate, and the 
King reproached his Holinefs with ingratitude for 
interfering with his government, feeing he had been 
fo favourabie to the catholics within his dominions 
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fince-his preferment to the crown of England. How 
this difpute ended is of fmall . confequence for us 
how to know. 

The parliament appointed an annual thankfgiving 
on the fifth of November, and paffed another law 
oWiging all perfons to come to church under the 
penalty of twelve-pence every Sunday they were 
V abfent, unlefs they fliould give fuch reafons a$ 
ihould be fatisfaAory to a Juftice of the Peace : this 
law was equally feverc againft both Papifts and Pu- 
ritans. 

The moderate Puritans who ^;«(;ere unwilling to 
forfake the church altogether, and who fleered a 
middle courfe between abfolute conformity and fe- 
paration, were now attacked by fome >B5fliops, and 
accufed of being guilty .of fchjfmj for refufing to 
obey the King in things indifferenn The Puritans 
retorted the charge, and affirmed, that thofe who 
impofcd things indifferent upon tender confciences, 
, were themfelves guilty of making a fchifm in the 
church ; for if they were not neceflary to .the pro- 
feffion and praflice of chriftianity, it was finful to 
impofe them upon perfons who could not perceive 
their ufefulnefs, but believed- them to be fioful. 
The Puritans offered to difpute this point publicly, 
with feveral others ; fuch as the lawfulnefs of im- 
pofing ceremonies, as the crofs in baptifm, the, fur- 
^fce,. and kneeling at the facrament, but they were 
refufed this privilege : upon which the minifters in 
LincDlnfhire drew up an apology for thofe minifters 
who were troubled for refufing to fubfcribe and 
conform to the canons^ and-prefented -it to the 
• King 
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King on the firft of December the prccedrngycaft 
They fignified their readiuefs to fubfcribe ihe firft 
three articles enjoined by the thirty-fixth canon 
concerning the King's fupremacy, but refufed to 
fubfcribe to the other two, becaufe they were per- 
fuaded that the book of common prayer and the 
book of articles are contrary to the. word of God. 

Their reafons for. refufing to ufe the: common 
prayer arc>. That it appoints^ an order for reading 
the fctiptures which in many places is contrary to 
the word of God ^-^ by leaving out many places 
which are ufeful for edifying-^fubftitutiiig in theif 
place leffons from the apocryphal writings-r— by ufing 
a falfe tranflation of the fcriptures, and enjoming 
ceremonidS' which are contrary to the:- word of Godi 
Thefe fubjcfts were, haindled at large, but an abridge 
ment of them was made and offered to the King, 
which condudcd with -a .table of feveral other ix-^ 
ceptipns againft . the books they were required ' to 
fubfcribe. ^ :.,::. 

There was an anfwer made ; to: this abridgment 
by Dr M6retonr and DrsBiirges. :: Moretbn::endea-> 
voured to' defend the innocency of the' ceremotfieSy 
from fcripiurej antiquity, and the • ai^thority of pto** 
teftarit writers, and. the prafficc of the Non-confor- 
formifts themfelves inr other' cafes, ^ has faid as 
muL'h as. the fubjefl: can poffibly admit of. It is cer*-* 
tainly hard to impofe: ceremonies upon thofc who 
belieye them unlawful^ . and is what nbperfdn would 
chufeto have done to him if the cafe was changed* 
Dr Ames, MisiT. Paul, Baynds, Bradft^aw, jsind ochersj 
anfwered all Moretoa^s arguments,^ and:.*pmved ttiat 
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it Wis contrary to ftripture and reafon f6r any ptr^ 
fon to impofe upon others praflices, upon fevcre 
penalties, which the impofers themfclvcs acknow- 
ledged to be indifferent. 

From the writings of the divines on both fides 
of the queftion, it is mSnifefl that the violence of 
the Biihops and the court forced the Puritans to 
proceed farther in reparation from the church than 
they at firft intended; tor had fome lenity been 
fliewed towards them, it appears that many of them 
would have continued in the church, and remained 
true members thereof. Mr Cartwright and his 
brethren wrote feverely againft the ceremonies, as 
inconvenient and unfeafonable, but never declared 
the church of England to be no trud church of 
Chrift ; but afterwards when Bancroft began to pufh 
them more tyrannically, they went a greater lengthy 
and refufed all fort of communion with her. 

The extreme proceedmgs of the Bifliops ftrength- 
cned the hands of the Brownifts in Holland, who 
wrote with great advantage againft the lawfulnefs 
of holding communion with the church of England 
at that tin^,. not only becaufe fhe was a corrupt 
church, but a perfecuiing one* The defenders of 
the church, on the other hand, who preached for 
preferment, reprefentcd the feparatifts in the mod 
odious colours, as heretics, fchifmatics, frantics, pre« 
cifians, Enemies to God and the King, and perfons 
of unftable ininds. This was the language which 
the papifts formerly ufed againft the reformers, and 
has been a reproach thrown out againft alt thofe 
who have not been conformed to national eftab^* 
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Itfliments. The Puritans^ to wipe away tl^fe re- 
proaches, publiihed a formulary of their principles, 
ocmceifed in general articles, and illuftrated by par- 
ticular fub-dififions, that the world might perceive 
whether thofc charges which werq brought againft 
them were.: true or falfe. This compendium of 
their prinqij^es was compofed byr Mr Bradihaw, un- 
der the title of'EngHJk Puritani/m. It was tranf- 
lated by Dr Ames into latin^ for. the benefit of fo- 
reigners, and to {hew the foreign reformed churches 
the caufes for which they were perfecuted. 

As the Puritans had been reproached as enemies 
to civil government, they publiilhed ajQother pam- 
phlet, intitled, Jd froteflation concerning Kings y ice. 
wherein they (hewed how unjuftly they were ac- 
cufed by their adverfaries of being enemies to the 
{late. To this prpteft^tioU) is annexed* an humble 
petition for liberty of confcience. 

The puritan minifters found that their fubmifEon 

only gave an handle to the Bifldops, both to re- 
proach and perfecute them, for it; was alledged a- 
gainft them, that they were more pcevifli than 
confcientious, feeing they had made conceffions con- 
cerning things of more importance than thofe they 
contended for; and it muft be. allowed jjjhat their 
petition was mean, flattering, and fervile. ^^ It did 
not abound with that fortitude and refolution which 
many of the reformers had (hewed on like occa- 
fions; but appears to have been intended to cajofe 
the Bi(hops, ahd flatter the c6urt^vfor:the fake of 
a little eafe.* ' •' ' .:'' .';%..- : 

This year the iflands of Guem(ey rand ' 

Jerfcy were deprived of their libertyj and? . .* 

X X forced 


( 354 ) 

forded to conform to the <:hur(!h.' The prbteftimti 
in thefe iflands had enjoyed their own form of dit- 
cipline through the reign of Elizabeth^ and had 
this privilege ratified by James, by a grant nnder 
the privy-feal, in the year one thdufand fix hun- 
dred and three ; but Bancroft and ^e tcGL of the 
Bifiiops prevailed upon the King to force them 
to conformity, as they intended to do throughout 
all his Majefty's dominions. Sir John Peyton, 4. 
zealous churl^hman, was appointed governor, and 
was fecrctly inftriifted to root out the Geneva dif- 
dpline, and eftabliih the liturgy of the church of 
England. This tiew governor took advantage of 
the fynod's appointing a minifter to a vacant con- 
gregation, according tp cuftom, to proteft againft 
it, as injurious to the King's prerogative, and com* 
plained to the court, that ^he minifters of Jerfey 
had ufurped the patronage of the benefices of the 
Jfland ; that they admitted men to livings without 
the form of prefentation, which was a lofs to the 
crown in its firft -fruits ; and therefore prayed that 
his Majefty would fettle the Englifli liturgy and 
difcipline among them. The mraifters pleaded his 
Majefty's letters patent, and the praftice of the for- 
mer reign, which allowed them the enjoyment of 
their own form of worfliip : but all this had ,no 
influence upon James, who never regarded either 
bis oarfis, promifes, or letters, patent, when they 
ftood hi the way of his intereft and prerogative; 
lie therefore ordered his ecclefiafticial commiflTioners 
to purfue his inftruflions in the moft efieftual man* 
ner, which they - accordingly did, and the Non- 
conformifis in thcfe iilands were deprived of the 
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jfnjikge^ of worfliippijc^ God according to the dic« 
tates of their own CQoicicQpes. 

This year thq Biihops were highly pro- 
voked with a book which was written by °' * 
}fix Robert \Parker»- a puritan divine, concerning 
tb&crc^s ia. bs^ifm, wherein he expc^ed tbisprac- 
ti^e )is childiih and. popirlh» having no foundation ii| 
fioripturei nor anfwered any good purpofe.. Tha 
Biihbps, inftead 'Of anfwering this book, perfuaded 
the King to i0ae a proctamation, with the offer of 
SI reward tor apprehending Mr. Parker, which ob*- 
liged him .to conceai bimfdf. He was almo(t be^ 
tr4yed> by a treach^rom ferfranc, who informed the 
officers {Where he was; but he efcaped by a fpecial 
providence^ for they neglefted to fearch the room 
where he was concealed, and came away without 
htm; by which means he had time to efcape and* 
flee to Amfterdani^ and afterwards to Doesburgb^ 
where he died in the fervice of the garrifon. 

Dr Raynolds died this year : . he was firft a 
^sealQUS papifl:, while his brother William was a 
prpcedant, but by conference and. difputation, the 
brothers converted each other ;, William died a 
zealous catholic, and John an eminent proteftant. 
lie was born, in Devonihire, and educated in Cor- 
pus Ghrilli College, Oxford, of which he was af* 
terwards Prefident. He was a perfon of great 
readmg, and had a . prodigious memory, was well 
/killed in almod every branch of learning, and 
rem;arkably fober' in his deportment. All that his 
adverfaries could, fay to him was, that he was th^ 
pillar of puritanifm,. which with them was the great* 
eit crime. The devotees of high church authority, 
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have always accounted non-conformity one* of the 
woril crimes that perfo'ns can be guilty of, which 
is manified from thofe anathemas they have iflued 
againff Non-conformifts of all forts. 
. ^ p This year is not notable for any afl^rs 

in the church. There is one thing bow- 
ever which deferves fome attention. George Gcr- 
vis, a feminary prieft of Rheis, was hanged at 
Tyburn on the eleventh of April, and Thomas 
Garnet, a Jefuit, met with the fame fate on the 
twenty-third of June. They were execuited for 
refufing to fwear the oath of fupremacy, and Gar- 
net was offered his pardon if ' he would fwear the 
oath of allegiance^ which he pofitively refufed. 
Papifts and Proteftants were now made martyrs 
to the prerogative of James, who was as arrant 
a Pope on principles of arbitrary government and 
hereditary right, as his Holinefs in Rome was on 
the principles of the papacy. 
^ The Bifhops had now received the reins 

of the government into their bands j as a 
tcftimony of their gratitude to James for this pri- 
vilege, they zealoufly engaged in defending hia 
prerogative, and employed all their creatures to 
write books on this fubjeft. There were two 
4xx)ks publifhed about this time^ which maintained 
the moil extravagant maxims of prerogative. The 
one was written by Cowel, Doflor of Qvil Law, the 
other by Blackwood, a Clergyman. ' Cowel affirm- 
ed, that the King is not bound by the laws or by 
his coronation oath; that he is not obliged to call 
parliaments to make laws; but may do it vrithout 
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them: that it is a great favour to admit the con- 
fent of the fubjcft in giving fnbfidies. Blackwood 
affirmed/ that the Engliih were all Haves fince the 
Norman conquefl:^ and had no liberty of their own. 
The parliament .were difpofed to have brought the 
authors to juftice for fudi wicked do&riii^^ which 
deftroyed ' the whole conftitution ; but the King 
protected them, alid prorogued both houfes in high 
difpleaf^re; and ta.fupply his own exigencies^ he 
began to faife * money by monopolies of divers ma« 
nufa^rersy which did great p^rejudice to the trade 
of the Kingdom* 

James Arminus died this year ; he was profeflbr 
of divinity at Leydep, and the original of a party 
which ftill bears his name. By oppofing the Supra- 
lapfartans too violently, he fell into the oppoiite 
extreme. He 'denied predeftinacion, and maintained 
univerfal grace; univerfal redemption, and free-will, 
and denied the perfeVerance of believers. Gomarus 
oppofed him with great warmth, and the contro- 
vcrfy was " maintained ivith little charity on either 
•fide. The troubles. Arminus met with from his 
adverfaries, and the attacks made upon his charader 
and reputation^ broke his fpirits, fo that he fell 
into a melancholy difordcr, attended with a com- 
plication of diftempers, which put an end to his 
life, after he had been profeffor at Leyden fix years. 
He was far from being fo violent as fome of his 
folfowers, and did not carry matters fo far as they 
afterwards did. ^ He is faid to have been a learned 
man, and one who enquired freely into all reli* 
gious fubjeds/ which he did not conceal, but was 
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lather ^p;ib;\)C^d iQ.imbUilaiflg Us of^nioos 
Ibr^ he h4d Qog^tpi tkcm j^feQij. Bk friends 
l^aie betp^Ul^e^al in: ^oflu&eodiQg him^ and his ad- 
Tcriartes as . fx-ofufe . ia l^lac^qpipg his charader^ 
However far he* ixugHt, ber^wf^g, ibe a{)pears ta 
hate be0>. ffi bereft uaafl. . i . . 

. Xb6 parliament iiiTdmbled this fummer^ 
biit did not apgeai: to enters inix> die vi^ws 
zod princip}es::pf. James. The;fpirit of liberty begaa 
to kindle among the membfers^ and feVe/ie fpeecbes 
were •madc! ageinft the power :x)f; the BiAuops, and 
their conduft in the ecclefiaftical courts: the grie^ 
Tances of the flate were likewife defcribed in fuch 
a manner^ &s fhewed that the parliai^aent were .not 
difpofed/to fuflfcr arbitrary goTernment without 
making oppofition. The freedom and warmnefs of 
their fpeeches; alarmed the King, who coold not 
endnre to hear his . prerogative or authority called 
in queftion; he fent for both houfes to Whitehall, 
and told them, '' that he did not intend to govera 
^ by the abfolute power of . a King> though he 
^' knew that the power of Kings was like the divine 
^* power; for (fays his Majefty)as God dm. create 
" and deftroy, : make and unmake at his pleafure, 
" fo Kings can give life and death, judge aU, , and 
<* be judged of none ; they can exalt and abafe,. and 
'^ like men at chefs, make a pawn, take a Bi(hop 
'* or a Knight/' He proceeded to tell the houfes, 
** that as it was blafphemy to difpute what God 
*' might do, fo it was fedition in fubjefts to difpute 
** what a King might do in the hdght of his power." 
He commanded them therefox:e not to meddle with 
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ilic nmtk pcAnts of government, wtiich would he 
to l^en his craft t^o bad been thirty years at 
his trade id Scotltod, and ferved an apprenticdfliip 
of feven years in Engknd. 

The parliament were not afraid of this arbitrary 
ftile, bat proceeded to affert their own rights, and 
en the iwcnty-fourth of* May prefenred a remon- 
ftrance to the King in direft oppofiiion to his late 
fpeech; ihey informed him that they accounted it 
their undoubted right to examine the grievanj^es of 
Ae fubjefl:, and to enquire into their own Tights, 
as well as his Majefty's prerogative. In another 
petition they befought the King to put the laws 
in execution againft Papifts, and requefted feveral 
things in behalf of the Puritans, which were 
very mortifying to James, and altogether contrary 
to his inclinatipn. They next proceeded io petition 
his Majefty with refpeft to the ecclefkftical com- 
mii&on; that it might be kept within thofe bounds 
and limits which were fet to it by the laws of 
the land ; and that thefe commiffioncrs might not 
be permitted to Opprefs the fubjefts, contrary to 
common. juft ice and eftabliflied laws. They infifted 
largely on this point, and expofed the tyranny of 
this court to a grekt length. 

Bancroft, Archbiftiop ^ of Canterbury, who was 
the plague of the Puritans, died this year, ten days 
after his confecration : he was bom at Farnwttrth, 
in Lincolnflbire, and educated in Jcfus College, 
Cambridge. He fhewed great zeal for the dignity 
of Bifhops^ and the prerogative of Kings ; and was 
tvcn more feverc and cruel than Whitgift to thofe 
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who differed from him. . He vtzs not remarkaUe 

for either learning or piety, and did but little for 

thofe in his own profeflion. He was a mere tool 

of the court, and a pandour to prerogative, .He 

appears to have been more a papilt than proteltant. 

He was covetous, paflionate, four, and ill^^natured* 

As a clergjrman, he was proud ; as a man, he was 

cruel ; and as a Bifhop, he was tyrannical. He died 

unlamented, and his memory is held in contempt hj 

all gpod men. 

Dr Abbot, Bifliop of London, fucceeded 

Bancroft in the fee of Canterbury : he was 
a man of a very different difpoiition ; he hated all 
fevere meafures, and was a lover of the proteftant 
religion. Had Abbot's meafures been purfued, the 
liberties of both chtirch and ftate had been fecured, 
and popery had not made fuch progrefs as it af- 
terwards did; many extremes had been avoided, 
and the Aurch of England had been prevented 
from that ruin which Ihe afterwards fell into. 

About this time the tranflation of the bible was 
finiftied, which was begun five years before. Fifty- 
four divines were appointed to perfefl this perform- 
ance, but fomc of them died during the time they 
were engaged in the work : forty-feven of them un- 
dertook it, and at laft finiftied it. They divided 
themfelves into fix companies; the firft tranflated 
from Genefis to the firft book of Chronicles; the 
fecond, to the prophefy of Ifaiah ; the third tranf- 
lated the four greater prophets, with the Lamenta- 
tions of Jeremiah ; the fifth had the four gofpels, the 
A6ls of the Apoftles,. and the Revelations ; and the 

fixth 


r 3«i ) 

&jtth eompany tranflated the canonical epiftle$. When 
the work' was finiihe^^ it was revifed by the learned 
xtien of both uaiverficies ; and when ic was publilh- 
ing, ic was committed to the care of Biihop Bilfon 
and Dr Miles Smith-: this lafl: wrote the preface 
which now ftands before it. It was printed this 
year with a dedication to King James, and is the 
fame that is now read in all the churches. 

After the death 6f Arminus, the curators of the 
univerfity of -Leyden chofe Gonradus Vorftius his 
focceffor. Vorftius publilhed a treatife which^gave* 
great offence: in this book he maintained that the 
Almighty had a body ; and denied his immenfity 
and omnifcience, as they are commonly underftood : 
he affirmed that the Deity was limited, and re* 
drained; and afcribed quantity and magnitude to- 
him. The clergy of Amfterdam remonftrated to 
the States againft his fettlement at Leyden, becauie 
the country was already too much divided by the 
Armtnian controverfy, Thefe divines applied to 
the King of England for his opinion of Vorftius^s 
principles, James was fond of a difpute of this 
fort, and entered heartily into this controverfy : 
he declared that Vorftius was an atheift and a he* 
luetic, and Arminus an enemy to God ; and Bertius 
having written concerning the apoftacy of the faints, 
he faid that author was worthy of the fire. James 
at length piibliOied his royat^ declaration in feveral 
languages, containing an account of all he had done 
in the affair of Vorftius, with his reafons; which 
were his zeal for the glory of God, his love for 
his friends aiid allies (thie States), and fear of the 
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ftmd ttfontagioD ih Jiis cJvn ki)ftgd(ftn:;.:bnt;Ac'Statetf^ 
dJd not- thank j4iB)3». for intcrferirig.in.thcrf affairsi- 
KteW^ver Vorftiu^ was: jrcnjoved jo'><5o]«^a; where 
he lived till t]fe fyfK)d x^ £>ofty ^ben he was ba- 
Aifhied. the feven prdvinces: he afeerwards turoed 
SdciqiftD, and died. ' ' . j i . j; , 

, . Kiog James had riQWr jm^i^^pgnnvky .of. 
difplayl?^. his . zeal ^gainft? hjefj^fy ?n, hi? own 
cpuptry, among hisjown fubjcft^A /(M)e ;]BartholosJew 
ll-esl^ate. turned Arian : ho vfsi^i^jfi^ jabout forty 
years of ige, of a comely^ perfoQ, -iR^^black cona-. 
pletxion; and fo fluent • in fpcech> fitjid .well fkilled 
iisr the ifcripturfes, ^hftlf . few w^r.c; ,bjs .equ^l ; his con- 
liidrtation was Mhkffmbkp and his deportmeat fo 
r€;gular» tha( ihis* enemies, could' find : no peafon tp* 
bbmi^.his condufik . Bait JaaaesiGoi^ldj ji()jf..thii|k that 
aoy! heretics fiiould' lite ,tond^rvhJ8« government :f 
]&^;iatc was caft JiKoprifoo* where jh^,. jay ibr fomc- 
time f ':he wa^ M^l<srwarda brpught. bef^ore Bifliop 
Kingaiki his confiftory ar {St Paijl's, who w;ith fomc 
ocher divines and Uwyers declarefl hm an obf^a^^ 
hci^etFc^ and certified the fame by a.ijgnificate to th^ 
chancery, delivcsriog him oyer tff th§ ;fecular power s 
whereupon the Kiag figned a writ ds ,bentko combu^ 
rendo to the Sherifis, of Lpnd^n, who brought him 
tp Sniithfield cm tbet: eighteenth of March^ in the 
midft'of a great mttldcu4e of people^ aiKi btirat 
Him to deaths He Ivas offered il pardon at the 
(lake if he woiuld recant, jbut he '. fcfufed it. This 
(hews us plainly, that ^martyrdom i$ do argument (^ 
ilfelf for the . fouadnefs of any* principle; it only- 
fliews that the fuffercr believes hi» own to be tr^Ci 
'^ * or 
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oblthat menri^rlia profefe error nuiiy on fone oc^ 
cafions have fortitude to fuffer 4eath for it. / 
'About a mcwti after this Edward Wightman^ of 
BttPton upon Trent/ was co^vi^ied of hcrefy by 
Dr Neile, fiiflidp'^ Coventry and Litchfield, and 
was burnt ait Lnchfield on ^he eleventh of April. 
He was charged in the warrant with holding tHc 
herefies of Arius, Ccrenrhus, Mani<?heus, and the 
Anahaptifts. There was another condenmed few: 
the fame herefieS, but tSie conflancy md ftedfaftnefe 
of the former two moved 'the fp^ators to fnch 
compaffion,'that*it was thought cofivenient to defer 
the executi6ti''of the other, and fuffer him to pine 
away in pri(bn/and die in Newgafe in great inifery 
and diftrefsf, * In thefc days fpeculative errors were 
accounted dainfiaWe in the firft inftahce, and thought 
worthy of death, while immoraflity and errors in 
praftice we're overlooked, indulged, and patronixed 
by the govcrniriehr, and the rulers of the chufch. 
The church was' kft to the BKhops,' the' goverih- 
ment of tht ftake to a favourite; and tHe Kine W- 
dul-ged iiimftlf an; indolence and''inaiftivityl The 
jfavourite hid notching to rccbiSmiend htm, except 
Ms youth, thfc gracefulnefs of 4iis ^rfon, aad 'tHe 
finery df his drefs,* which 'cxpoftd him ^nd hSs 
matter to the contempt of foreign tourts^ who faow 
paid hirti very little regdrd. 'Jaiiei^ was^* fo ' profiife 
in his^fkvoufs to his 'hungry cdirriers, that -he 
drained the exchequer,' and tearf *fbrccd to take il- 
legal methods to raife* money fey virtue of his prt- 
rogative: this loft him i:he 'affeftions ofJiis peop^Ie, 
which he never could ^recover, and laid a foun- 
' • Yy 2 datipn 
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dflticm for all the miferies which happened to his 

family, in the fucceeding reign. 

J^ This year the King's daaghter Elizabeth 

^' was married to Frederick the Fifth, Eleftor 

Palatine of the Rhine, from whom the prefent royai 

. family is defcended. This match was promoted by 
Archbilhop Abbot, to whom the proteftants in Grea^ 
Britain are yet highly obh'ged : the Puritans all 
approved of this marriage, as a great fecurjty for 
a proteftant fucceilion, in cafe the King's fon (hould 
die without heirs, and all the nation were in gc^ 
neral well pleafed with the marriage : but while 
(he nation was rejoicing at th^ iqarriage of the 
Princefs Elizabeth, their joy was foon interrupted 
by the death of Henry Prince of Wales, the ap- 
parent heir to the crown ; h^ died on the iixth of 

^ Npvember, aged eighteen years apd eight months. 
Some have expfeiTed their fufpiciops that he was 
poifoned by his father, on account of his popu- 
larity ; but of this there is no proof. It is ufual 
in cafes of this nature to fuppofc the worft; but 
it is altogether uncharitable to impute fuch horrid 
aimes to any perfoa without eyidenfie pf the cleared 

, nature. J^mes was jealous of his fon's pop\ilarity, 
;md aiked him once if he meant to bury him alive, 
and commanded that no peribn fboukl appear at 
court in mourning for him ; but confidering the 
peevifhnef^ of James's temper, ^nd the whimficalr 
nefs of his difpoiitioOt all this might happen withr 
out fuppoiing him fuch an unnatural wretch as to 
poifon his own fon, who had never done any thing 
(p qS^nd him. Henry was one of the pioft acr 

c^mpliO^e^ 
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compliflicd Princes of his. age, fobcfj chafte, . rell- 
gldus, full of honour and goodnefs : he wias never 
heard to (wear an oath ; neither the example of 
the King nor of the whole court was capable of 
dorrupting him in this particular. He pften faid^ 
that if ever he mounted the throne, it Ihould be 
his firft care to reconcile the Puritans to the church 
of England. This made fom^ fufpcft -that he fa- 
voured the Puritans; but whatever were his prin- 
ciples in this refped, it appoirs that he was a fober 
Prince, for- no hiftorians have charged him with 
jaoy vice. 

This year the articles of the church of Ireland 
were ratified and confirmed. The reformation had 
advanced but flowly in this country; the IriCh were 
bigotted Roman catholics, and hated the Engli(h, 
becaufe they coofidered tkem as invaders of their 
nation; for which caufe they l^ept at a diflance 
from them, and avoided any correfpondence with 
them. The di^pline of the Iri^ church was 
much the fame with that of England ; Bilhops were 
nominated to the popiih fees, but their revenues were 
alienated, or in the hands of papifts, or very much 
diminiihed by the wars ; for this reafon they were 
obliged to put che revenues of feveral biihoprics 
together, tq mafce a toli^rable maiiHenance for one* 
The cafe was much the fame with regard to the 
infericM* clergy, forty (hillings a year being a conunon 
allowance for a Vicar in fome provinces, and fome^ 
Himes but fixteen.. By this means the authority of 
the 6i(hops was leflened, and the people purfued 
their owo lAclinatioiis ia (be choice of their re-^ 

As 




''AS'tStN^e- were l>ut;ite\f' ei^Iurtfent^ia^ this time 
to'te ^aitied: by peforniidg Ireland, the Englifh 
Epiibdipiiitans'Were DO^fot&l^ioi >uii<k]t€k^ the coa» 
▼erfioQ .of a nation where- 4fh6y bad much to fear, 
and but finall profpe6l of ftby great Hvorldtj ad-- 
vantage :^his work was Mr to the Engtifli Puri* 
taoSy and the Scotch >Fi^esbyterkras, Some Lon- 
doners who :had engaged to plant colonies in the 
province of Ulfter, pr^yaiied upon ibme Puritans 
to remove thither; who bdng perfecutcd in their 
own country, might enjoy liberty of confcience in 
Ireland. Thcfe people being harrajQTed at home, 
Were glad to go to any part df the King'ss domi- 
nions where tbey might liv^e in peace, and enjoy 
the privilege of fervingiSod according do thedic* 
fates of their own minds. Multitudes, would have 
goac had rthey. been affured of a tol^ratioa after 
they were fettled; bm they were afraid of the ia- 
fluence of the pourt, ai}d the^ranny of tbe Bifiiops. 
The chief fuppiy of-thefe colonies was Irom Scot* 
land: many wbnt over from that KingdoiL; fech 
as Bryoe, Ounnifegham,' Blair, Lividgftone, Ha- 
milton, Welch, Ehmbar, &c.' Thbfdd^tineS made 
'made a fort of compromife 'vtkH the ^ffiidps in 
Ireland, andefij^yed their own rbligidn as to. the 
major;pait; "andl^ joTmed 'witk thef- 'feflh6^ In *fomc 
few thitig* Whidh-^thfey 'iciSttilntfea 'IfldifferM^^^ This 
Goofiprebdhgon' was OWiftg to^^the geode' dii^fitioa 
of Ardhbifl»jp loftier, who o(Jver/ approved of any 
vwient inea^fures f^wards" thofe who dSer^ from 
him inopinidA '-'• ' ' * -• • » 

y. :': Aibouf'J|&is-«kn^-tbd'^ritMs ^fled fron 
• the perfecution of Biihop Bancroft)' who 

were 


were of the.Iid0peade;s^t;pniiclpleSy p^oblif^^ ibitte 

trieacifes cpncejii^ng ,t^ei ^kution of.jChnll's true 

vifible churchy , and d^ficcd their brethrca.4t.hoipe 

to fet U(p fep^fatf congrcg^iipns like thofc jn HoU * 

land^ ...Mr Jacolj, . wh<a«a.';^ft have mentioped al-. 

reader,: eatoft ftv^^' tPr/jSogt^n^, and called together 

feveral of. hi« friencj?, ^and, having obtained their 

coflfcnt to jpia tpget^er in:, church fellowftiip, foe 

enjoyijig: jthg(;prdinapces -of . Ghrift \xx . the purefl; 

mauneF^M^h^jfiJ^id .tby^ ^u^ticin of the firfl. coq** 

gregation^hl church in Bngland^ Mf J^pb was 

chofen the paftor of; thji^ church by the iuffragc 

of the whole members^, aiid others were appointed 

to the 0$f<er*pf deacons, :;^t|^p whole was performed 

by faftwg.!s^nd;pr»yer^ia^ iippcificion of b^u^,.. .Mr 

Tac(A continued, paftor jto^sthis chucch &>r. eight 

years, but , rf lerwarffs .'^eftt.^ .V?re^S;^,'«vhero he 

died. ■\, Mr La tbprp ^ft^cceje^ed ^im, ^ ,of ; whqip wc 

fhall hear ;a£terward5, , when we. conaq to; cpwinuc 

the hiftory , of ijic Ipdqjqndpnt churcl^& : 

King. J^tiies this .jyear njade. a ftrangc ^eeeh in 
the S^r^chanaber : be WMtedto coi|vince. his fub- 
jeSs of the . abiojute, sxtgnt; of* bis pr^rpgative, and 
for this e^rf f gave ibcffir? fermpp ^on this fub- 
)eft, from pfeL 'Hxh^^ ii^, Gi:v^ the King thy judg^ 
ments, Q Gofi^ and thy rigJ^teoufnefi U the] Kin£i 
fin. A(ter Several divifipqs a^ fubtdkifions of his 
text^ and. giving th^. literal and myftic^} meaning 
thereof, his Majefty ^ppjied it to the Judges and. 
courts of jaiiGature, tellins them, ** That the King 
'* fitting on the t^rpn^ :pf ^pd^ all judgn^ents (center 
^^ in hjoii and tWcfore^foE inferior courts to de- 

" termine 
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^ termine diflSicult queftions withotit cdnfulting hiiii^ 

'' was to Ihcroach Upon his jJriei'Ogative^ and to limit 

'* Ills power, which was not lawful for the tongue 

'* of a lawyer or any other fubjeft to difpiite. Aj« 
^ it is atheifni and blafphethy to difpute what Xxod 

'* can dd (fays he) fo it is prefuiription, and an high 
*^ contempt, to difpute what Kings can do or fay : 
** it is to take away that myftical reverence that 
"belongs to them 'who fit in the throne of God.'* 
Then he addreffed himfclf to the audience, and 
advifed them not to meddle with the King's pre- 
rogative or honour, f' Plead not (lays -he) upon 
*^ puritanical principles, which make all things po- 
^' pular, but keep within 'the ancient limits/* Con- 
cerning thofe who came dccafiocially to church, he 
iays, that they are forrttal to the laws, and h\k 
to God : and with regard to the papifts, he allows 
that they were mifled, but remained good fubjefts. 
He faid he was unwilling to hang a prieft on ac- 
count of his religion and faying mafs; but if they 
refused the oath of allegiance, he would leave them 
to the kw. He concluded his fermon with an ex-' 
hortation to the Judges to countenance the clergy 
againfl: the Papifts and Puritans; and added, that 
God and the King would reward their zeal. This 
was a fermon of a ftrange nature, and (hewed the 
fubjcfts what they had to expeft from a King of 
fuch principles. James cannot be well cleared of 
blafphemy, in pretending to rank himfelf with the 
Almighty, in fitting upon his throne : this was doc- 
trine which the fubjefts of Great Britain afterwards 
flicwed his family that they did noit believe : it 

coft 
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cblt his foil Ills head> and hiis whde ^e ttretts 
expelled for huliacaiiaing k^ The fubjefis of chefe 
tealms have oti Itiany oceafloas ' &ewed^ chat the 
A)migh{y has endowed 'them with as much powe^ 
as' cb^ir Kid^s are pofiefied ^of ;-dDd it will always 
be 'found a daogferous txperimTeot, for the chief 
^agillrate of Bfitaia to %e£ik and aA ia fiach a 
^annen Such dodh-ine will not only snake the 
Ithr^ne to fottct, .but will effedhially in the end 
diflblire ics bafe> aiid' make inch Monarchs as adopt 
th^ maxims of Jafttes, tumble headlong from their 
feats, and lay their crowns in the du Hi 

The book of fports -was publifhcd this • 
year, which gave occaf«» to great ^rofa- ' ^'^^ 
-tiatioa of tb'e l-ord's day. A. few fervants and 
iradefinen' pref^ted a {idticioiii to the King, ttpdd 
his return from Scotland. Where he had been 
paj^ing a trfit ^tohis' ftibje^ in that country, fig* 
i^ifying that tbtyivere reftraitted frcto all exer- 
^(fes'on Siitiaay afcfer divine -fervice^ and obtigdd 
^o kctep the fabbath a§ ftri£fly;as the Jews did of 
old. James accjounted this^ a device of the Putftans^ 
^^reftrain his fubje^- fdbm' their inndcent divcr- 
fions,' add was fe4dy.^to grant f^edy relief to them 
from fuch tettgio«is ftriftnefsii A hook was pub- 
liihed in his na«e, wherein he iendeavomred to main^ 
tain by feveral argumefnts^ that pafttmes on Saw- 
days after evening fervice, were allowable, and com- 
mandisd that none fllould be hindered or drfcou- 
-raged from any lawful diverfions« This book midle 
a-great noife every where; both churchthen and 
•Presbyterians tried out againft it, as giving autho- 
. V4)I.IL Zz fi^ 
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rity to all ranks of people to profane the Lord's 
4 day : the Mayor of London dppofed it, and caufed 
the King's own carriages to be ftopt as they were 
paf&ng through the city, notwithftanding his Ma- 
jefty^s prohibition. Nothing material happened du- 
ring the remaining, part of this year concerning 
religion ; the court . was employed in devifing a 
^H fcheme to take off the head rf Sir Walter Raleigh, 
to pleafe the King of Spain ; and he was executed 
according to a fentence paffed upon him fourteen 
years before^ though King James had employed him 
afterwards in his fervice, and ftiled him, *^ Our be- 
^' loved and faithful Walter Raleigh, Knight." But 
this was nothing to James, who never valued any 
man's life, or happinefs, any farther than . he found 
it cbnfiftent with cither his cafe, his pride, or pre- 
rogative. 
. The famous fynod of Dort affembled 

on the nineteenth of November this year. 
The controverfy between the Calvinifts and Ar- 
xaioians, concerning fomc points in religion, had 
for fome time pad gone high, and each party 
had liberally diftributed reproaches againft one 
another : they charged the moflt invidious confe- 
quences on each other's opinions, fo that all cha- 
rity and love ceafed between them. The pulpits 
were filled with uncharitable difputes, and where 
the one party prevailed the other was turned 
out : the magiftrates were alfo divided, and little 
lefs was expefted than a civil war. The contro- 
verfy iffued in a ftate fafiion, and endangered the 
foundation of the government. The Stadtholder 
joined with the Calvinifts, though he was himfelf 
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an ArmiQian, becaufe they were for a Stadcholder^ 
and the magiftrates who were Arminians were a- 
gaiofl: one : among whom the advocate of HoIIaDdy 
Oldenbarnevelt, and the penfionaries of Leyden and 
Rotterdam, Hogerberts and Grotius, were chief. 
Several attempts were made to accommodate mat* 
ters», but Neither party would tolerate one another,' 
The three heads of the Arminians, otherwife called 
Remonftrants, were taken into cuftody, and the ma- 
giftrates of feveral towns and cities changed by the 
authority of the Prince, which made way' for 
choofing fmch a fynod as his Highnefs dcfircd. 
The clafles of the feveral towns affembled firft in 
a provincial fynod, and thefe fent deputies to the 
national one, with proper inftrufiions how to be^^ 
have. The Remonftrants were againft . calling a 
national fynod, becaufe their party was inferior to 
that of the Calvinifts; and their leaders being in 
cuftody, they could cafily perceive what would be 
the iffue of the matter. They complained x>{. the in- 
juftice of their fummons to the provincial afiemblies ; 
but they did more injuftice to their, ovitn caufe, 
by abfenting themfelves from their clafles, by which 
xneans their adverfaries got the power into their 
hands, and condemned their principles, and depofed 
their paftors. 

, The fynod of Dort confifted of thirty Dutch 
and Walloon divines, 6yc profeffors^ of the univerr 
iities, ismd twenty-qne lay-elders, which altogether 
n3adc,iixty-one, of which not above three or four 
were Remonftrants, There were befides twenty- 
eight foreign difiaes from Great Britain, the Pala- 
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tine, HdFc, Swit7erland, Geneva,. Breincn^iEmbdciii 
Naffau, and Wetteravia. The French King ^vouldf 
not allow any of. the protcftanti divines: in his.coiaitry 
to appear at the fynod* The Ekig|rfh divines fat 
next the deputies. of the States; the iieist' place 
was kept void for the FrciKhjdiwnes,; the refttfat 
in the order they, are mentioned i Jibovev Upon thq- 
right hand, of the chair fat^.the-NetheFlandj pro^ 
feffors, next to the/laiy-depmies, then miniftfcr&.andll 
ciders ; according. tQ the. ra^k. of their provinces ; 
the Walloon chprches were j^ed laft. After they. 
Had. all produced, their credentialSfcj the Rev- Mr 
John Bogerman, of Leewardef^, . w^s. chofen, prefix 
dent; Meff Jacob RpwlajKl andHcrnaan Frankcbins, 
of Amflerdam aiid.Middlcburgh, affeffors; Heinfms 
Was fcribe, and;.Meff4 Dammon and Feftius Homr, 
miusy fecretaries T;; a. general faft.was, ilienappointedj^ 
afta* which they proceeded to bniinefs, 

The commifliQners for England were the Db£brt 
Carlton, Biflidp of' Laodaff; .Hall,. Dean of Wor-i. 
ccftef; Davenant, af»erwardr Bifliop of Salisbury} 
Ward, Mailer, of: Sydney College, Cambridge. Dr 
Hall not being aWc to endure the climate, Dr 
Goad ^ was appointed in his room. From Scotland^ 
one Balcanqual was . commiffioned by King James; 
he was a man of very different principles from the 
church \^hich he pretended to reprefent, being a 
mere creature of the court, and ready to do any 
thing to pleafe the King. Balcanqual had a placd 
by himfcif, as the rcprefentativeof- the church of 
Scotland, and did not vote with the EnglHh du 
vines, tie was drcffed in difftoent apparel from 

the 


the Eoglift derg7» but io fuch a fort of €Oii£br#; 
mity as was not difagrecable to the Biihops; for 
die Kihgp of Laudaff faid he appeared, decent. 
His Majefty gave his divines inftrufiions to the 
following purpofe:-««Thac they (hduld agree among; 
tbemfelves concerning the. (late of any queftion--^ 
that they ihould advife the Dutch divines not ta 
handle fcholaftic points in their fermons^ but abide 
by their former confeffion of faith-.-.-that they (hould 
oonfuk the King's honour, and the peace of the 
church; and behave in all things with gravity and 
moderation. 

The Calvinifts in this fynod gained, the day; 
the remonftrants were condemned, ^d afterwardt 
baniihed. The rancour of parties prevailed more 
than the love of truth, and thofe who cquld: once 
procure power on their fide, w^e Jure to ufe it to 
the difadvantage of thofe who di&red from them 
in opinion. The deciijon of this fynod was extolled 
by the calvinifts, as if all that aifembly of diviner 
had been infpired by the fpirit of God, and their 
determinations infallible; the remonftrants confix 
dered it as unjnft, arbitrary, and tyrannical, con^ 
firming falfhoods, and inft^rcing them upon feveref 
penalties. The controyerfy between the two par- 
ties was whimfical and capricious; for they agreed 
in fo. many things, that if their words have any 
meaniqg, it is hard to tell wherein they diiFered; 
The Arminians affirmed, that Cbrift died for all 
men effiicacioufly, and the Cahinlfts allowed, that ht 
died fuificiently for all men< but efficacioufly only fw 

the cle6l; now however far they differ io words, 

their 




their fentimem is the fame ; for what is fafficieht 
muft certainly have cfFecacy to anfwcr its end, other- 
wife it is not fufficient, and the diftindion is in that 
Gife abfurd. The Arminians affirmedi that man in hi^ 
prefetit (late, has a freedom of will and power to 
believe the gofpel, the Calvinifts therafelves fuppo- 
fed as much, in conddering it neceifary in their 
teaching, to exhort finners to come to Chrift : for 
it would be highly abfurd to fuppofe the neceiCty 
of an exhortation, if there was no poffibility of men 
complying with it ; neiriier:does .it mend the matter, 
to fay, that the Calvinifts take in the alfiftance' of 
the fpirit along with their exhortations; for this 
will deftroy the nature of an exhortation, and make 
it ooly'a difplay of divine power and agency, con- 
trary to the exprefe terms they make ufe of. With 
regard to original fin; eledion, and the perfeverance 
of the faints^ the pafties feemed more effedually to 
differ, though in the manner they expreffed them* 
felves, it appears rather to be in words than fenti- 
irient: when difputes are once begun, every party 
is fond of their own ftile and phrafeology, aad the 
heat of difputation ordinarily makes them ,mdre te- 
nacious of their terms than otherwife they would be. 
The pafEons generally grow warm as they proceed, 
and d)ftinacy is frequendy added to contention. 
This is the cafe for the moft part in all religious 
£fputes. ; 

\^ The proieftant religion was now in great 

^' jeopardy ; the Palatinate fell into the bands 

of the papids, and Frederick the Fifth, King of Bo* 

hernia^ Vfh^J was married; to King James's only 

daughter, 
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daughteFy ^"W^s deprived oi? hb kingdom^ and forced 
TO forfake bis ^dominions. * His father-m^law^ ia- 
ilead of fupporting bim as be ought, difcouragcd 
him> and refieAed upon* bim for accepting* of the 
kingdom of Bohemia: becaufe James had no opi- 
nion of the elective right of fuljefts^^be forfook 
. his owD daughter ^hen it was ia hh power to 
have fupparted • hqr. ' Archbiflibpr.Abbot did all he 
could to prevail with the King to-fapport his fon- 
in-lawy but Jamea^ did not reliih^ his advice, and 
was difpofed rather to fuffer bis fonand^ daughter 
to live in Holland like vagrants, than give coun- 
tenance, to a King who 'was chofen bythe people. 
Had King James been poffeffcd of either honour, 
courage, or regard for the protcftant religim, he 
might have prefcrved it in the Palatinate^' and ^ct 
tablifhed it in Bohemia^ by which the balance of 
power would have been on that fide ; but this 
cowardly King would never draw his fword for the 
bcft caufe in the world. However providence pre- y^ 
fervcd this family in exile for twenky-elght years, 
after whkh, by the treaty of Munller in cxie thou- 
fand fix hupdrcd and fopty-cight, they werfe reftored 
to their dominions, and declared prefumptive heirs 
of the crown of Grreat Britain, in the laft year of 
King William the Third, of which they took pof- 
feffion after thedeith of Queen Anne, in one thou- 
fand fevcd hundred and fourteen, to the great 'jc(y 
of all true proteftants and lovers of liberty. 

In the year one thoufand fix hundred ^ 

. and twenty a colopy of Independents re- ' 

moved from Holland to New England. Mr Ro- 

.binfott's 


iifiron^ €OQgr<gati0n be^ now ttpod the ^Itttei^ 
on account of che old members dyiag^ and their 
childrefi: marry iog into Dutii;|i families, they coi^ 
fulted ho^ thegr t&ight prefecve their church and 
tehgkm ; and after much deliber^tioo, and fenreut 
|>rayer to God for diredion^ the younger part re- 
.foiled to go and fettle in America, uoder -the 
'|>roteftlon of the King, of England, where thqr 
might enjoy the liberty of; their feonfcicnces, and 
4>e: capable of .. encouraging their friends and coun- 
trymen to follow them. , They fent their agenti 
into England, and obtained a patent from the crown, 
€nd agreed with feveral merchants to become ad^^ 
Tenturer^ in thjs undertaking. Several of Mr Ro« 
binfoa-s cpngregation fold their e{tate3, and made 
a common bank, with which they purcbafed a fmall 
(hip of iixty tons, and hired another of one hun« 
dred and eighty. The agents failed into Holland 
iRith their own ihip, to take in as many of the 
congregation as were willing to embark, while the 
other veffel was freighting . wifh all neceflaries for 
the new plantation All things being ready, Mr 
Robinfon kept a day ot tatting and prayer with 
his congregation, and took; his leave of the adven-- 
turers with the following exhortation. 

** Brethren, we are now quickly to part from 
<< one another, and whether 1 may ever live to 
M fee your faces on earth any more, the God of 
^ heaven only knows ; but whether the Lord has 
« appointed that or no, 1 charge you before God,- 
^ and his bleffed angels, that ye follow mt no far-^ 
^ ther than you have feen me follow the Lord 
'' Jefus Chrift. 
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*' If God reveal any thing to jrou, by aby other 
^ inftrument of his, be as ready to receive it ad 
*' ever you were to receive any troth by my nii- 
*" niftry ; for I am verily perfuaded, the Lord has 
*' more v trtith yet to break forth out of his holy 
^ vford. For my part, 1 cannot fufficiently bewail 
** the condition of the reformed churches, who are 
" com6 to a period in religion,- and will go at 
*' prefent no farther than the Inftruments of their 

^ reformation. The Lutherans can't be drawn to 

« 

'* go beyond what Luther faw ; whatever f^art of 
^ his will our God has revealed to Calvin, they 
^^ will rather die than embrace it; and the Calvi- 
^' nifts, you fee, ftick fad where they were left by 
** that great man of God, who yet faw not all things* 
** This is a mifery much to be lamented ; for 
* though they »were burning and (hining lights in 
^ their time^, yet they penetrated not into the 
^' whole council of God, but were they now livings 
'* would be as willing to embrace further light as 
" that which they firfl: received. I befeech you, 
^ remember *tis an article of our churcb covenants, 
** that you be ready to receive whatever truth (tall 
^ be made known to you from the written word 
" of God* Remember . that, and every other ar- 
*5 tide: of your facred covenant. But I muft here 
' • /' withal exhort you, to take heed what you re» 

./' ccive as truth, examine it, confider it, and com- », 

■ . * .^>ire it with other fcriptures of truth, before you 

• .'• ."/Vreceiye it ; for it is not poffible that the chrif- 

'\"^an wdrlcTIhouW come fo lately out of fuch thick 

•*^-aptichrifti'ab d^rk'nefeV and that perfeftion of know- 

.''ledge. fht»j(d/ibreak forth at once,** . 

> ' 'Yplit J ^ . Ag.a On 
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Oa the fiirft of July the adventurers went from 
Leyden to Delfthavec^ wiietKer Mr Robjnfbn and- 
the ancients of his congregation accompanied theoi ; 
they continued together all nighty and next morn- 
ings after mutual embraces, Mr Robinfon kneeled 
down on. the fca-fhore, , and with a ferveift^rayer 
committed them to the protedion and bleffing of 
heaven. The adventurers were about one hundred* 
and twenty, who having Joined their other (hip, 
failed for New England on the fifth of Auguft ^ 
but one of their veffeh proving leaky, they lefb 
it, and embarked in. one veiTel, which arrived at 
Cape Cod on the ninth of November, one thou- 
fand fi?c hundred and twenty. Sad was th^ con- 
dition of thefe poor men^ who had winter before 
ihcTSkf and no accommodations on land for. their 
entertainment: mofl of them werejn.a. weak and 
jickly condition^ with thei voyage, but there was no 
remedy : they therefore mann'd their long-boat/ 
and having coafted the. fhore, at length found a 
tolerable harbour, where they landed their effefts, 
and on the twenty^fifth of December began to 
build a ftore-houfe, and fome fmall cottages to pre- 
ferve them from the weather. Their company* 
was divided into nineteen families, each family hav- 
ing an allotment of land for lodging and gardens, 
y in proportion to the number of perfons of which 
it confifted ; and ^ to prevent difputes, the fituation 
of each family was decided by lot. They agreed 
likewife upon fome laws for their civil and mili- 
tary government, and having chofen a governor, 
they called the place of their fettlement by the' 
name of New Plymouth. 

Thefe 
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Thefe new planters unHervvrat great hardfhips 
when they firft ^eht over^ and many of them died 
thrioogh the fatigues of their voyage^ and a diA 
temper which raged among them. Their friends 
in England fent them fupplies, and nocwithfland* 
ii^ ail difficuhies they maintained their ftation, and 
bid the foundation of one of the n()bleft fettlemems 
in America ; Which has proved an afylum to many 
Nou'^conformifts fince that rime. ' 

King James> though Tie had- (hewed muqh zeal 
for the doftrine of Calvin at the fynod of Dorr, 
b^an now to change his opinion, and expreffed a 
manifeft " partiality tb tliofe of the arminian per- 
Gallon. He prrferred Tome of them to the beft 
bHhbprics in England, and heaped favours upon 
them in the' moft liberal manner. Buckridge, 
taud, Neil, and Harfndt, were now his particular 
favourites; for though they diflfered widely from 
Jameis in their religious principles, they agreed with 
hite ' in the tiotibns of the prerogative, which made 
an atonement for all imperfeftions. This gave rife v 
to^the diftinftion of ftate and church Puritans: 
fhofe wHo did not agree with' the King's notion 
of prerogative and arbitrary power were called ftate 
Puritariis, and thofe who held by the doftrines rf 
Calvin were called church Puritans. The King 
protefted the ' Arminians and Papifts, becaufe they 
were friends to the prerogative : thefe formed i ^ 
fkftioa in the ftate, which oppofed the laws and 
eonftitutibn of 'the nation. Thefe parties in a fliort 
time grew up into a hatred to each other, which 
ended in great calamities to the kingdom. 

A a a 2 • King 
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King James finding that he could not 
^ • find money to anfwer his purpofe, and un- 
derftanding that his chara6):er was defpifed by odser 
nations, began to think of calling a parliament^ 
from whom he thought he might fqueezela little 
money to fpend on his dii^erfions. This parliament 
afiembled on the twentieth pf.JaQuary, one thoa- 
fand {vK hundred and twenty-ope/ When his! Ma^ 
jefty told them, that he confideredjthem to be no 
other than his council, to give him advice as to 
4 what he Ihould alk. It is the King, (fgys he) that 
makes laws, and ye are to advife, him to make 
fuch as will be bed for the commonwealth. He 
commanded them npt to hunt after grievances, but 
to be quick and expeditious in giving him. monef . 
Though the parliament clid not give muqh credit 
to the King's fpcech, yet they voted ;him two fub- 
fidies, and the clergy granted three ; after this thqy 
proceeded to confider grievances ; upon* which the 
King adjourned both houfes, vdiich had never been 
done by any of his predeceffors. This highly, of-? 
fended the commons, and made them dr^w up.a 
declaration agaioft his proceedings^ with which he 
was no way pleafed. When the parliament affem- 
bled in the month of November, they drew up a 
remonftrance, wherein they reprefentcd the danger 
the prpteftant rchgion was in from the growth of 
, popery, and the frequent affemblies of the p^ils^ 
both in the city of London and in the country, from 
the education of Gentletnen's children in popifh 
feminaries, and the publifliing of popiib books : ^d 
they prayed his Majefty to take Uic fword in hi^ 

hanil 
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hand to recoyer the Palatinate, and to put the laws 
in execution againft the papifts^ to break off the 
Spaniih match , and to marry his fon to a proteftant 
Princefs. James, as foon as he heard of this re- 
monftrance, fent a letter to the Speaker from New- 
market, to inform the houfe, that he abfolutely ^ • 
forbade them to meddle with any thing concern- 
ing his government, or with his fon*s match ; and 
to keep them in awe, he declared^ that he thought 
himfelf at liberty to punifh any man's mi£Jemeanors 
in parliament, as well during their fitting, as after, 
which he meant not to fpare hereafter, on occafion 
of any man's infdent behaviour in the houfe. In 
anfwer to this letter, the commons drew up ^ peti-* 
tion, to prefent with a remonftrance, againft the 
the attack which the King had made upon their 
privileges To this the King anfwered, that he 
denied their privileges; and what they called their 
undoubted right, was only owing to the. favour of 
his predeceffors. The commons drew up a pror y^ 
leftation, maintaining their claim, and caufed it to 
be entered in their journal book; but when the 
King came to London, he declared the proteftatioa 
null, and tore it out of the book wi|h his own 
hand. A few days after he diflblved the parlia« 
menr, and iflued forth a. proclamation, forbidding 
all his fubjeds to talk of ftate affairs, i He alfo 
oominitted the Itading members to prifon, feot fome 
to Ireland, and others, to the Tower. 

The papifts were now every where en- ^ 
^ouraged, and the Puritans opprefTed ; the 
new fiihops exerted tbemfelves vritb great a6Hvity, 

and 
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and fiiFed the pulpits with men agreeaUe to the diP 
poficion of the court, and the fuperiUtioii of the 
times; thofe who dared to differ from the receired 
opinion of the court and the Bi&ops^ wa*e pu*- 
niflied in the fevereft manner. One Mr Knight 
this year, in a fermoh before the Univerfity of 
Oxford, from 2 Kings xix. 9. advanced the fol- 
lowing propofiuon, that fubordinate magtft rates 
might lawfully make ufe of force, and defend 
rhemfdves, the common wealth, and the true re- 
ligion, in the field, againft the chief magiftrate, 
within the cafes and conditions following : (i) 
When the chref magiftrate tarns tyrant. (2) When 
he -forces hi$ fubjeds upoh biafphemy andiidola* 
ti'y; (3) When intolerable hardens 6t opprcffnres 
arc laid upon them. (4)' When refiftance is the 
only expedience to fecure their lives, their fortunes, 
and the Mbertfcs of their confcience^. The couft 
bemg informed of this fermon, fent for the preacher; 
and aiked him what authority he had! for this af^ 
fertion ? • He anfwered. Parens on Romans xiifc 
but that his principle -aimho^rity Svas King Jamefe 
himf^lf, vjhd was fending affiftance to the peoplt 
df UdclheHe againft their oattiral prince. For this 
bdld jaiifwer, 'Mr Kn]|;ht was fent to the (Sate^* 
hoiife^ 'Md tte • cominentaries of F^reus wei^ ^urfr( 
dt Loiidon and Oxford. The reader may eafily 
judge how confiftent this was with the condiidof 
King James inaffifting the Hxiguenois againft thfe 
King of France. 

But to diftrefs the Puritans more efeftualFy, 
King James fent the following inftrufiions te the 

Arch- 
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Afchbiihopi ta.be ccnnmunicated to the clergy. o£ 
his own proYiQce, dated from Wiodfor, Auguft 
the teotby one thbufaad fisL hundred and twenty- 
two. 

1. That no preacher under' a bi(hop or dean, 
fliall; nlake a. fet di£courfe^ or fall into any com- 
mon place o£ divinity in his fermons, not com- 
prehended in. the thirty>nine articles. 

2. That no parfon, vicar, curate, or Icfiurer, 
fhall preach any fermon hereafter^ on Sundays or 
Holy^-days, in the afternoon, but expound the 
catechtfm,: creed, . or : commandments ; and that 
thofe be moft. encouraged, who catechife children 
only. ( 

3. That-na' preacher under a bifiiop or dean, 
prefume . to! preach: in any popular, auditory on the. 
deep points of predeftination,..eleflion,. reprobation; 
or of the univcrfality^ efficacy; refiftibility 6r ir- 
refiftihility, .o£ God's grace. 

4. That . no preacher of any degree foever,. 
ftiall henceforth prefume^ in any auditory xo de- 
clare, ' limit, or fet bounds to the prerogative, 
power, or jiwifdiflion of fovereign princes, or med-i 
die with ' matters .of ilate. 

5. That :no- preacher Ihall ufe railing fpecches. 
^gainfl Papifts '.or, Puritans, but endeavour to freci 

* the cbdrine > and difcipljne of the church, in a , 
grave manner, from the! aipe]::fions of both adver- 
faries. y 

6. That the Archbifliop and Biihops be more 
wary for the future, in licencing preachers; •adH 
that a}I le&urers^ throQghbut the kingdom be< 

, licenced 


I 
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licenced in the cdiirt of faculties, bjr recomffien- 
Jatioa from the Biihop of the diocefe, with a 
, fiat from the Archbiihop, and a confirmiatioQ on* 
der the great feal of England. 

Thofe that offended againft any of thofe in- 

junftions, were to be fufpended ab officio (^ bent-' 

Jkio for a year and a day, till his Majefty (hould 

prefcribe fome further puniihment with advice of 

the convocation. 

From thefe dire^ions it apj^ears, that King 
James had abated much in his zeal for che calviniflic 
doiftrine, when he wanted to reftrain all the in- 
ferior clergy from preaching; or Icfturing on fome 
of the capital do^rines of that fyftem Even the 
thirty-nine article. Which were eftabliftied by the 
laws of the land, were not to be handled by any 
l^ut Bifhops and Deans. James was afraid that 
his fubjeds (hould be too wife, and then the doc- 
trine of his prerogative, and the pailive obedience 
of fubje^b, would not be implicitly received. 

Archbifhop Abbot happened this year to commit 
a deed which made him retire from court, and 
rendered him unferviceable to the Puritans, to 
whom he was a great friend. Lord Zouch invited 
the Bi(hop to a buck -hunting in Bramflxill-park, 
in Hampfhire, and while the keeper was running 
among the deer, to bring them to a better mark, 
the Archbilhop fitting on horfeback, let fly a bar- 
bed arrow, and (hot the keeper under the arm- . 
pit, and killed him dead on the fpot. This ac- ^ 
cBett;. ^diftreifed him fo much, that he retifcd^- , 

frdm •tbuft. aod;'Uved m. privat^f ' There was now *« 

'^'' • • . . • . no* 


no 
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lid dppofkion in the couoGil to the arbitrary meafures 
of the court ; the violent proceedings againft the 
Puritans went oil, which caiifed many of then! 
to retire to America, and popery encrcafed faft. 
'^he .new promotions iii court were all in favour 
oF ppperyj and the jSpanifii match, which was 
now iff agitation, promoted it pfodigioufly. This 
match wa^ begun in the year one thoiifand fijt 
hundred and ievcfiteen, add lengthened out for 
the fpace of feven years, ; till the palatinate was 
loft, and the proteilant religion in a great raea- 
fure extirpated out df the kingdom of Bohemia 
and other parts of Germany, and then it was 
broken off. The nation complained of this match, 
and few, except the papifts and the King's favou- 
rite (Buckingham) were for it. The fubjefts re- 
monftrated againft it, but James was too wife in 
his own conceit to liften to the fetnonftrances? of 
his people. He put both the pe^e of his king- 
dom and the proteftant religion into the power 
of the Spaniard, by fending his fon, with the 
Duke of Buckingham to. Madrid, to bring home 
the Infanta. This was a piece of confidence which 
James placed in the Spaniards, which favoured 
more of raftinefs than wifdom. It is reported, 
that after the Prince was gone, that Archy, the 
the King's fool^ clapped his cap on the King's 
head. When the King aiked him the reafon, he 
faid, it was becaufe he had fent his fon to Spain; 
but fays his Majefty, what if he (hould return 
fafe ? Why then fays Archy, I will take mv 
cap from your head, and put it on the King 3f 
Vo1.il ' Bbb , Spaia^s 


C 3«0 

Spain's. The Spaniards did all they could to con- 
vert Charles, and it is manifef):, he gave them 
fome reafon to think that he was not averfe to 
popery; but the delays which were made on the 
fide of the court of Rome, rather difgufted him 
at their diftioncfty than their religion. The Pope 
and Charles exchanged fome very complementary 
letters, from which it appears, that this Prince 
was not very ftriftly bound by the proteftant re- 
ligion. He gave the Pope reafon to expeft, that 
when he came to the crown, there Ihould be but 
one religion in his dominions, and addrefled him 
by the title of moft Holy Father. The marriage 
was however broken, fome fay by the influence 
of Buckingham upon the Prifice, who ordered 
the Earl of Briftol not to deliver the proxy, till 
the time limited by the Pope's difpenfation was 
expired, which was the occafion of putting an 
end to the match, and obliged the King to recai 
his embaifadon 

^ From this time the Prince and Duke 

"** feemed to favour the Puritans, the Duke 
took Doctor Prefton, one of their chief miniflers, 
loco his fervice, to confult concerning the aliena- 
ling dean and chapter lands to the purpofe of 
preaching the gofpel. They alfo advifed the 
King to call a parli^ent, which he did, and 
made fuch a fpe6ch to them, that few could have 
thought it poffible to have come from the fame 
mouth that delivered the former fpeech which he 
Ihade. Speaking of the Spaniih match, he fays^ 
I aflurf jFoa, oj) the faith of a ChrUUan King, 

that 
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&at it is rei Integra prefented unto you, and 
that I (land not bounds nor either way engaged, 
but remain free to follow what (hall be beft advifed. 
And he adds, I can truly fay, and will avouch 
it before the feat of God and Angels, that never 
King governed with a purer heart than I have 
done, far from ill will, and meaning of the leaft 
error and imperfedion in my reign. It has been 
talked of my remiifnefs in maintainance of re- 
ligion, and fufpicion of a toleration of popery ; 
but as God ihall judge me, I never thought nor 
meant, nor ever in word cxpreffed any thing 
that favoured of it. I never, in all my treaties, 
agreed . to any thing to overthrow or difannul 
tfaofe laws, but had in all a chief regard to the 
prefervation of that truth which I have ever pro- 
fefled. But thofe who pleafe to read the articles 
of the marriage which James agreed to, and fwore 
to obferve, will fee that there was very little 
truth in this declaration.^ 

B b b 2 The 

Jrtkles Svtom hy the Ktft^, 

I. That the marriagp be made by difpenfatioa of the Pope, but 
that to be procured hy the endeavour of the King of Spain. 

a. That the marriage be once oxUy celebrated in Spain, and ratified 
In England, in form following ; in the morning after the moft gracious 
Infanta hath ended her devotions in the chapel, (he, and the mofl ex- 
cellent Prince Charles, (hall meet in the KingV chapel, or in fome 6ther 
room of the palace, where it ihall ieem moft expedient ; and there fliall 
be read all the procurations, by virtue whereof the marriage was cele- 
brated in Spain ; and as well the moft excellent Prince, as the moft 
excellent Infanta, Chall ratify the faid marriage celebrated in Spain, 
with all -folemnity ncce0ary for fuch an ai5^ ; fo as no ceremony, or o- 
thor thing intervene, which ihall be contrary to the Eocnan catholic apof* 
toUc religion. 

3. That 
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The Parliament depending upon the King's re* 
prefenjation of matters, advifed him to break off 
the match, and declare war for the recovery of 
the palatinate; and petitioned his Majefty, that all 
jefuits and feminary priefts might be commanded 
to depart the kipgdom; that the laws be put in 

executioii 


$. That the moft gracious Infanta fhall take t»ith her fUch fervants 
and family as are convenient for jier /crvice'; which family, and all 
pcrfons to her belonging, fliali be chofen and nominated by the catholic 
King ; fo as he nominate no fervant which is vaflal to the King of 
Great Britain, without his will and confent. 

4. That as well the moft gracious Infanta^ ax all her fervants and 
family, fliall have free ufe and public exerdfe of the Roman catholic re- 
ligion, in manner and form as is beneath capitulat^df 

5, That £ht iliall have an oratory and decent chapel in her palace, 
where, at the pleafure of the moft gracious Infanta, mafs may be celc? 
brated ; and in like manner, Hie fliall have in London, or whereib* 
ever (he (liall make her abode, a public and capacious church near her 
palacip, wherein all duties may be fplemnly (celebrated^ and all other 
things necelTary for the public preaching o^ God's word, the celebra- 
tion and adminiftratton of all the facraments of the catholic Roman 
church, and for burial of the dead, and baptizing of children. Tjut 
the faid oratory, church, and chapel, fliall be adorned with fuch dc- 
c«icy, as fliall feem convenient to the moft gracious Infanta. 

- tf. That the' mcn-fervants and maid-fervants of the moft gracious 
Infanta, and their fcrvants, children, and defccndants, and all their 
femilies, of what fortfoever, ferring her highncfs, may be freely and 
publicly catholics, 

7. That the moft gracious Infanta, her fervants and family, may 
live as catholics in form following : that the moft gracious Infanta 
fliall have in her palace, her oratory and chapel, fo fpadous, that her 
/aid fcrvants and family* may enter and ftay therein ; in which there 
fliall be an ordinary and public doof for them, and another inward 
door, by which the Infanta may hairc a paflTagc into the faid chapel, 
where flic and Others, as abovefaid, may be prefent at divine ofBccs. 

8. That the chapel, church, and oratory may be beautified with 
decent ornaments of altars, and other things neceflary for divine fer- 
vicc, which is to be celebrated in them, according to the cuftom of the 
holy Roman church; and that it fliall be lawful for the- faid fervanti 

and 


/ 


( 38? > 

execution againft popilli recufants; that all fuch 
might be removed from the court, and not be 
allowed to come within ten miles of London. 
James made a a very remarkable anfwer to this 
petition, which, as it proceeded from the lips of 
one who was accounted by his friends the Solo- 
mon of the age, will appear furprizing to all per- 
fons of underftanding, *^ What religion I am of 

'^ fays* he, my books declare ; 1 wiih it may be 

*' written 

and others, to go to the faid /chapel aad church 4t all hourf, at t« 
them fhall feexn expedient. 

9. That the care and cuflody of the iaid cha]5el and church, ihall 
V$ committed to fuch a$ the Lady Infanta ihall appoint, to whom it 
0iall be lawful to appoint keepers, that nobody may enter into them to 
do any indecent thing, ^ 

10. That to the adminiAration of the facraments, and toierv^ia 
chapel and dmrch aforefaid, there ihall be four and twenty prieAs and 
afliftants, whofhall ferve Weekly or monthly, as to the Infanta ihall 
fecm fit ; and the elecaion of them fliall belong to the Lady Infenta, 
?ind the cathplic King, provided that they be none Qf the vaffals o£ 
the King of Great Britain; and if they bp, his wiftapd confcnt is to 
be firft obtained. r 

ir. That there be one fupcrior miniftcr or bifliop, with neeefiary 
authority upon all occs^fions which (hall happdn belonging to religion j 
and fo^ want of a bifliop, that his vicar may h^ve his authority 
and jurifdidtion. 

i». That tJiis biihop or fuperior minifter may corr^a; and chaftifc all 
Jloman catholicu who fliall offend, and fliaU exercifc upon them all ju* 
rifdi<aion ecclefiaftipal : and niorcover alfo, the Lady Infanta fliall 
have power to put them out of her fervice whenfpever it fliall fecro 
expedient to her. > 

13. That it may be lawful for the Lady Infanta and her fervants to 
procure from Rome, difpcnfations, indulgences, jubilees, an4 all gra- 
ces as fliall fcem fit to their rcli|[ion and confciences, and to get and 
inake ufe of j^ny manner of catholic boosts whatfocver. 

14, That the fervant* ^nd family of the, Lady Infanta, who fliall 
come to England, fljall take the oath of allegiance to the King of 
Oreat Britain; provided, that there be no claufe therein which fliall 
be contrary to their cpnfciences, and the JS^oman catholic religion ; an4 

if 


( 5>o > 

^* written in marble, and remain to poftcritjr, 9$ 
^' a mark upon me, when I ihall fwerve from 
^ my religion ; for he that diiTembles with God 
*' is not to be trufted by men. I protefl: before 
*^ God, that my heart hath bled when I have 
** heard of the encreafe of popery. God is my 
*^ judge, it has been fuch a grief tp me;, that it 
<^ has been as thorns in my eyes, and pricks ia 
*^ my fides. It hath been my defire to hinder the 
^* growth of popery, and I could not have been 
^^ an honed man if I had done otherwife. I will 
^ order the laws to be put in execution againff: 

popifh 

tf th^happeatofae^aiTals to the King of Great Btttain, they Oialt 
take the fanie oath that the Spaniaids ^, 

15, That the laws which are or {hall be in England agaiuft reh'gi* 
•n, ftall not take hold of ^e faid fervants ; and only ' the aforefaid fu- 
pevier eccleiiaftical catholics, may proceed againft ecclefiadical perfons, 
as has been accuAomed by catholics ; and if any iecular judge ihaU 
apprehend any ecclefiaitical perfon for any offence^ he fliall forthwith 
Mufe him to be delivered to the aforefaid fuperior ecclefiaftic, who {hall 
proceed againl^ him according to the canon law. 

itf. That the laws made againfl:' catholics in England, or in any 
other kingdom of the King of Great Britain^ {hall not extend to the 
children of this marriage ; and tho* they be cathoHcs, they ih^U not 
lofe the right of fttcceffioQ to the kingdom and dominions of Great 
JBritain. 

17. That the iiurlbs which {hall give fuck to the children of the 
Lady Infanta (whether they be of the kingdom pf Great Britain^ or of 
any other nation whatfoever) Hull be chofen by the Lady Infanta, as 
ihe pleafeth, and {hall be accounted of her family, and enjoy the pri- 
vileges thereof. 

18. That the Qi(hop, ecclcfiaftical and religions perfons of the family 
of the Lady Infanta, ihall wear the vef^nents and habit of their digni- 
ty, profefllon, aAd religion, after the cuflom of Rome. 

1. p. For fecurity tliat the faid matrimony be not diifplved for any caufe 
whatfoever, the King and Prince are equally to pafs the word and 
honour of a King ; and moreover, th^t they will perform whatfoever 
Aiall be propounded by the catholic Ifong for further cfmifm^tion, if it 
amy be done decently and fitly. . ae. 
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^popilh rccufants, ds they were before thefe trea- 
^* tics; for the laws arc ftill in being, arid were 
** never difpenfed ^th by me : God it ttiy judge, 
^* they were never fo intended/* 

King James fecttis to have been a Printe Whofe 
tonfcience was not e^fijy alarmed, when he could 
appeal to heaven againft the plaineil and ftrongefl: 
matters of h&. ; for though he told his parliament, 
that his heart bled when he heard of the en.- 
creafc of popery, yet this fame parliament pre- 
fented him with a lift of fifty popifh lords and 
knights, who were in public offices, none of which 

Were 

to. That the Tons and daughters which ihall beborn of this marriagCy 
ihall be brought up in the company of th^ moft excellent infahta, at 
the leah, until the a^e of ten years, And ihall freely enjoy the rig^t Of 
iucoeilion'to the kingdoms, as aforeiaid. 

%i. liiat. vhcnfoever aiiy place of either man-fervant or maud-fer^ 
vaht, which the Lady Infantl fhall bring with het (nominated by the 
catholic iUng her .brother) ihall happen to be void, whether by de^ith^ 
or by other cauie or accident, all Aie iaid fervalits Of htr faouly are %o 
)it fuppHed by the catholic King, as aforefaid. 

x2. For fecurity, that whatfoever is capitulated may be ftllfiUed, the 
King of Great Britain and PVince Charles are to be bound by oath; 
and all the King's council ihall confinn the faid treaty under their hands : 
moreover, the faid King and Prince are to give their faiths, in the 
word Of H Riiig, to endeavour, ifpoi&ble, that whatfoever is capitula- 
ted may be eftabliihed by parliaments. 

%^, That conformable to this. treaty i all theft things propofed, are 
to be allowed and approved of by the Pope, that he mdy give an apof- ' 
tolical benedi(5Uon, and a difpexiTation neceflary to effedt the ma|tlag;«u 

Th«rewas befides thefe, four private articles, — ^That the laws a- 
f amd Roman catholics iliould not be put in execution ; — that no new 
laws ihould be made agaiaft: them ; — lliat flO influence ihouid be ufbd 
by the king or any otheis, to petfuade the Infanta to change h«r re- 
Ugion; — ^That Kiftg James and Charles ihould ufe their endeavours 
with the parliament, to prevail with them to confirm the Roman catho« 
lie religion. Thefe attidefc may ferte to ihew the finccrity of King 
James the Firft, with regard to his grief concerning the cncrcafc of . 
popery.. Maftn^ * • 
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were difplaced, while the Puritan miniilers werd 
driven out of ; the kingdom^ and hardly a gentle- 
man of that chara£ler^ preferred to the dignity of 
a juftice of the peace. 

The King, inftead of going on with the war as 
the parliament deiired, prorogued this aflembly, 
and entered into a treaty with Lewis the thirteenth 
of France^ for his fitter Henrietta Maria. On this 
occafion, the Archbifliop of Ambrun was fent into 
England, who told the King, that the beft way to 
accompHfli the match for his foil, was to grant a 
toleration to the catholics : James replied, that 
,he intended to do fo, and was willing to have an 
aflembly of divines to compromife the diflference be- 
tween the protcftanis and the papifts, and pro- 
mifed to fend a letter to the Pope to crave his af- 
fiftance in accomplifliing this projeft. This letter 
James wrote, and fliles his Holinefs, Chrift's Vicar, 
and head of the church univerfal; and affurcs him, 
that he will declare himfelf a catholic as foon as he 
was able to provide againft the inconveniences of 
fuch a declaration : As an evidence of the truth of 
this declaration, he relaxed the laws againft the 
papifts, and allowed Ambrun jto adminifter the facra- 
ment to ten thoufand papifts at the door of the 
French Embaffador's houfe, before a large con- 
courfe of -people. 

In the mean time the treaty of marriage 
went on, and was at laft figned on the tenth 
of November, in thirty-three articles, and three 
fecret ones, wherein even greater advantages were 
granted to the catholics, than in the treaty 

at 
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at Madrid^f . but ' before the Pope^s : difpei>fatioa' 
could be procured. King James fell fick, at Thco* \/ 
bald's^ of a Tertma ague, wfiich put a period to 
his life, on the twenty rfeVenth^ day^ of March^ 
in the fifty-ninth year of his age. Some ^ ^ 
have affirmed that he was fx)ifoned, and ^' 

Buckingham was fufpcfted of the crime ; but it 
does not appear, that this was firmly : bdievcdi 
otherwife fome notice had been taken thereof by 
the King's friends. He was indeed impeached af- 
terwards by the commons, for adminiftering plaifters 
to the King without the advice of his phyficians,> 
but there is no mention made of their fufpicion of 
his poifoning him. 

" King James was a perfon of a middle ftature, V 
1>ut of a difagreeable prefence : he wore v a great 
quantity of cloaths, all quilted, which were fuf- 
ficient to haye refilled a dagger ; thefe hung very 
loofe upon him : ,his tongue was too large for 
his inouth, which made him fpeak ungracefully. 
James's charader is not eafily afcertained from 
what is faid of him by hiftorians; fome have ex- V 
tolled him as the Solomon of the age, while o- 
' thers haVe accounted him little more than a fool. 
It appears from his hiflory, that he was a vain 
weak man, and a great coward ; he was wife in 
letters, but wanted a fufEcient degrfee of common 
fenfe. . He was perhaps the moft learned, and 
the raoft ignorant King that ever fat upon the 
Britifli throne. His knowlege \^'as chiefly con- 
fined to books of controverfy, puns, and quib- 
bles. George Buchannan had taught him to read 
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books ; bat he Wanted genius, triuch Bad 
could not giTe him. He loved eafe and pleafure, 
and neglefied the a&irs of the nation ; which he 
he fu£Fered to fall into difgrace, through a meanneft 
of fpirit which was natural to him.^ The ftatc 
of affairs m Great Briuifl,» were in Cimfufion dju* 
ring, the govi^rnment of King James; md though 
Jie prefcrvcd peace during bis reigp, he left the 
feeds of difcord in the nation, which at lad cumb-r 
led his family from the throne. What were his 
principles of religion, it is impolfible to tell cer? 
tainly; for he was ready fo profefs any forpi 
thereof that flattered his pride, and favoured his 
prerpgative; he was presbyterian, ^piicppariaDu 
.calvinift, arminian, and papifl by turns. In what 
religion he died, no perfon can tell, for it doc^ 
not appear, that he made ^ny profei&on thereof 
at his death. Upon the whole he was a ty-p 
rant, as all cowards are when they are out of 
danger; he governed according to his pleafurc, 
contrary to the laws of the land, and perfecutc4 
thofe who would not fubmit to his arbitrary dic- 
tates. 

King James fell into an error which he per- 
fifled in to the lad ; he committed the dire^ioa 
of all affairs in church and ftate to two favourites, 
and never ezammed their condud, provided they 
gave him no trouble* In all his condud):, he ap- 
pears to have been a great diffembler, and a con* 
fummate hypocrite as far as he had genius to dif- 
guife his fentiments. He brought England into 
difgrace with her neighbours ; and died unlamented 
by all true lovers of civil and religious liberty. 
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THE reign of JLing James the Fifft is re-i 
markable for thi^ee things ; thd encrcafe of /^ 
popery } the progrefs of non-cottformity under V 
pcrfecution ; and loofcnefe and irreligion at courts 
slnd among the eftabliflied clergyi~' Popery and 
labbatfe-breakiftg prevailed, tod the King was. t 
fupponter of both :. the non-confofmifts encreafed> 
notwithftanding th€ oppofifion of the court, and 
the tyranny of tiii Bifliops; their ' zeal for reli^ 
gion, and patience • under fufFerings, caufed many 
to examine the mferits of their canfe, and efpoufe 
it, Who probably in^uld never have thought of it^ 
had not the fufferings of the Puritans awakened 
them to confider the reafon of* their brethren' s 
peifecntiotl. As they proceeded in their cnqui*- 
ries,* they found that their caufe was good, and 
iii procefs of time, joined with them in the fame 
attempts, and took part with them in their fuf^ 
ferings. The wide ftrides which fames made to- " 
Words arbitrary power in things civil, caufed the 
iubjefts to have a worfe opinion of that religioli 
of Which he was the head, and the more they per- 
ceived his zeal for the hierarchy, they were the 
"more fufpicious that he intended to wreath the 
jrokc of flavery^ about their necks ; for this rea- 
Toil, their oppofition to hk meafures encreafed 
With their jealoufy for'-thelf own -rights and pri- 
vileges. ' There were not wanting perfons of rank 
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fortune, who, though they did not appear openly 
in oppofition to the meafures of the court, yet 
promoted fccretl^ the difguft of the fubjefts a- 
gainft the unpopular proceedings of the min^ftry. 
Religion is a plaufible topic, which noore! eafily 
inflames the paffions than wy other ; they r there- 
fore infinuatcd tO' the populace, that the King 
^neam to c deprive them of the rights of eon- 
Icknce, an| intended to introduce papery. James 
tad given ybut too much-rpafon to raife thpfe fuf- 
picions, and they fixed deeply in the minds of 
many of his fub^e^s: they ^t laft operated as 
principles, and were received as -undoubted truths. 
It is flill problematical, whether he defigned to in- 
troduce popery >; but from the meafures which he 
purfued, it was then firmly , believed, and till this 
day affirmed by many^ that he intended it. 

King Charles; came to the crown at the age 
of twenty-five years ; he was bom in Dumferm- 
line, in Scotland, in the year one thoufand fix 
hundred, and baptized according to the form of 
the presbyterian religion. When he was young, he 
was of a weakly conflitution, and Hammered much 
in his fpeech ; his legs were crooked, and he was 
fufpefied to be of a pervefc difpofition * When 
James was preferred to the throne of England, 
he took Prince Charles from his Scotch tutors, 
and placed him under governors, who inftilled in- 
to hid mind an averfion to the form of religion 
in Scotland, which made him ever after have a 
dillike to all the presbyteriaps, both in England and 

Scotland* 
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Scdtknd. Charles had a ftrong bias to popery^ 
and ihicwed it on many occaiions ; his jouraey ^ 
to Spain made an ill imprellion upon him.; for, ever 
after, he appeared to lean towards Rome, and 
though heexprei&d a great regard in words for " 
the proteftant religion, his conduct gave ftrong 
fufpicton, that he was more papift than protef- 
tant. liis complimentary: letters to the Pope, 
apd his declaration that be would not .marry any 
iQortalf ' whofe religion he hated, all confirmed 
th^ fufpicion, that King Charles was more than 
jhalf a Ronian catholic. 

I CharlRS : began his ("eign upon the moft arbi- 
trary principle^, and proftituted good abilities to 
the worft of pUrpofes : he gaye himfelf up to 
the government of a favourite, who had no prin,- 
piples at all, who abufed the truftthat was repo* 
.icd in him to the hurt of the « nation, and the 
-difgrace of his Sovereign. 
, Buckingham was a man verj^ynfit for the fla- 
tion of a minifter ; his pride, aod a conceit of his 
own abilities^ tnade him defpife others, and he 
thought that fubjefts were born for no other pur- 
pofe,: than to be flaves to fovfereigns and their 
Dainifters. Charles . believed thefe principles tho- 
roughlyf and purfued them to ^i^i awn ruin: he 
never was able to difcern his own aiid the nati- 
on*s rfue interefl;, nor Would he liften to thofe 
'Who advifed him to confider it. , With regard to 
church affairs, he was piou^ and pun^al in ob- 
serving ceremonies, but hated, all men who did 
!^t agree with hip^ ..in. the modes of worihip 

^ which 


1irtike)l)e netnbraiced ; Ins re%ioii wsri hiore ^fisnd^ 
edcchaa rational, and he appeai^s to bd:wi had 
more . o£ the form o£ godlinefs than the fpirit 
thereof* 

K]ng> Chat led laartied a daaighdsr of the Fre&ch 
King "before the fotemnity of His • father's funeral 
iK^as^'Ofer, and the marriage was fotemnised al 
Parisr according to th^ eeremctDte^ of the cliurch of 
Rome/ It was afier wards fotem&ized according to 
the forotF of the church (tf £Dg4and; ,the articles 
ivere m«ch the fame with thofe that-lfrerefciTtter^ 
]y agreed upon with Spain. 'Iliis marriage filled 
the kingdom with Roiriilh- priefts, and thfe court 
l^ich a train of fertant^ devoted to the catholic 
religion \ for wbofe religious devotions a chapel 
was fitted up in the King^s palace at St James^^ 
with' neeeflary accotitrements^ for the exfcrcife of 
the catholic religfon* The Queen Was an ^rec- 
able perfon, and had a perfed afcendance over 
the King, he co\il8 refufe her - nothing, but held 
her in perfeft adbfation. Her Majefty was a Lady 
of fine addrefs and great Tivacit jr^ and knew ' the 
arts of engaging others into a liking of her per^ 
fon, by which flie frequently brought* thtm« over 
to her meafuresr {he had the management of the 
King, whkh produced many misfortunes to the 
nation; for whatever was pleafing to her, it wds 
not in hiis power to refufe. 

The Queen was a great bigot to popery,- an3 
was entirely under the » government of her 'coi<- 
fcflbr, and the pirieft« who; attended herj thefe 
directed her confcience^ and managed her, and (hfe 

direfied 
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4ifeded the Kidg; fo the f)4tid|i was ge? erac^ -^iW 
fiogether by {xe^tih Gotinf^k, . mtd ihe tipe of 4:bf 
Hng paHkmeQt . 

Upon the xfeath of Biickiflghain^'prXaiud Biftiop 

of LoodoQ/beoatne/PfimQAliaifteriboth ia^cbarch 

md ftate: He mas a perfoji of: arbitrary .principles, 

aocl thoQ^t by aU who knew him to be {nuch 

iocliaed to popery. In t]je*. reign, of James, he 

iendea!?oii^ed: to ; inftil i^tp M^ .^in4 high nbtioos 

of the prerogative, and advifed hm to purfue in 

'pra£Hce ^fe atbitrary principles which, he knew 

the King was fond of. What he had advifed 

the faiher, he continued to perfuade th^ fon to 

purfue; and by his ill council, brought his fove- 

xeign and biiiafelf to an> untimely end. AU : re* 

gard to the laws of the land was laid aCde; the 

judgeft were only fuffered to continue during the 

.pleafure af the King, wd removed whcanaver they 

Xtffakd to purfue the flieafures of the court. 

;When the prerogative' was intended to be ft retched 

.in any particular cafe. Laud would fend for the 

judges to have itheit opinion before hand, to give 

faufkion to his proceeding in the council and ftar 

chamber ; when he Woukl put them in miqd/ that 

if they did not do bis Majefty's bufmefs ^to fatis« 

fafi»on, they would be ioon remoted from their 

office^ 

The judges at this time were inerccnary, :afld 
according to the noble hiftorian,^ fcandaloys to 
their profelffion. Lord Chief Juflice Fincb was a 
nan of littte kiiowledge in his pjrofeffion^ and 
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was a mere dupe to Laud, add the neafures of 
the ' court. He preferred the orders of council 
CO the laws of the land, and never minded any 
ftatute when his intereft came in the way.' Noy^ 
Attorney-General, was a proud haughty man, of 
a furly dtfpoficion; his chief qualification was to 
make that law, which all men knew was neither 
^ according to law nor reafon; by this means he 
was defpifed by all who loved liberty and the laws 
of their country. 

The council table was now the legiflatnre of 
the kingdom, and royal proclamations had all the 
force of afts of parliaments ; rules of government 
were fubftituted In place of the laws of the land 
and the judges affented to whatever council com- 
manded. There was now no law regarded; the fiat 
of the council, which was entirely the voice of 
Laud, a&o^ created or annulled laws at pleafure. 
Proclamations came now forth fafttr than a£te of 
parliaments were wont to do, and the judges from 
the bench declared them to be equal to laws. 
The ftar chamber was much of the fame fort 
with the council, for the fame judges pre- 
fided in both ; they grew both into couns of law 
to determine right, and courts of revenue to bring 
in money to the treafury. The council gave forth 
their orders for laws, and the ftar chamber pu- 
nilhed thofe who were difobedient to jhofe orders. 
The judges in this inquiiitorial fanhedrim impofed 
enormous fines unon fuch fubjefts as were not 
willing to fubmit^^ their arbitrary determinations, 
/ and imprifoned and puniihed every delinquent ac- 
cording 
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«irfi"g.o their ptofce. As We jud»C*^ 1 
•} '° '•""• power ,„ divid, ,hj orifil a'-jV 
from ,hef= fines a™„g ,he,„r Ives' fv' : r^^ 
care to affeft offet-ders « high ' m'i'^ f^ 
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-tne High commiffion court crew at rhi. A™» - 

t^rimina! judges; by tM 
repaired, which raadtS 
was built will, the" 
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own employmcut, hiitL 
^om to infpeft ,hc Bilh|»^ 
''''" '''"' enough of lulfcHeF 
m.verfti detclbtio,, /or their orlTCi 
^'"'' ""I' «'e to keep the BikopfiT 
f any wasfufpcftcd of being .„y'^', 
»^^ Puritans, he „. ituLiJter/^^t «,, 

Z"„ ■ ,'?„"''P'" '''•'■'"= "-e High Ci>«,r 
n ,, ,„d ,„fta.„|y ,„i„d. They k^r ^c-« M 

to ,° ™"^"^*' without Vi„J;n5- rA^^ 

;h™J"',h trel;:;,?.^"* ".' -'"■"-'•"-'^ 
cni„r ,.» ; "'"""'''""• cotnnitmcur. -7-I1 is 


( ^06 ) 

was a mere dupe to Laud, aiid the neafures of 
the 'Court. He preferred the orders of council 
CO the laws of the land, and never minded any 
ftatute when his intereft came in the way/ Ncy^ 
Attorney-General, was a proud haughty man, of 
a furly difpofition ; his chief qualification was to 
make that law, which all men knew was neither 
^ according to law nor reafon; by this means he 
was defpifed by all who loved liberty and the laws 
of their country. 

The council table was now the legiflatnre of 
the kingdom, and royal proclamations had all the 
force of afts of parliaments ; rules of government 
were fubftituted in place of the laws of the land 
and the judges affenred to whatever council com- 
manded. There was now no law regarded; the' fiat 
of the council, which was entirely the voice of 
Laud, SDE^ created or annulled laws at pleafure. 
Proclamations came now forth fafttr than afls of 
parliaments were wont to do, and the judges from 
the bench declared them to be equal to laws. 
The ftar chamber was much of the fame fort 
with the council, for the fame judg^ pre- 
fided in both; they grew both into couns of law 
to determine right, and courts of revenue to bring 
in money to the treafury. The council gave forth 
their orders for laws, and the ftar chamber pu- 
nilhed thofe who were difobedient to jhofe orders. 
The judges in this inquifitorial fanhedrim impofed 
enormous fines unon fuch fubjefls as were not 
willing to fubmit^^ their arbitrary determinations^ 
/ and imprifoned and puniihed every delinquent ac- 
cording 
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cording to 'their pleafurd. As tbtfe judges' had 
it' ia their* power to divide the profits atifih^ 
from thcfe fines among themfelves, thejr -took 
care to affefeoflenders. as high as pdflible, that 
the emoluments might afford * each of them a lar- 
"ger dividend. By this means many wetc totally 
ruined in their circumftances, and othei^s fbffercd 
to pine 'awky in prifon with' v^atft and diflrefs. 
'^ The high cbmmiffion coiirt grew at this time 
to a terrible height ; inftead of endeavouring to 
reform the inanners of the nation, which was iti 
profeflfcd defign, it became a court of oppreffion, Cf 
ijual to any inquifition. The judges fined and impri*- 
foned the fubjcfls at pleafure, as if they had beeii 
criminal judges*; by this means St PauFs church was 
repaired, which made fome obferve, that this church 
was built with the fins of the people,* The 
high commiffioners were not fatisfied ^ith their 
own employment, but went over the whole king* . 
dom to Infpeft the Biftiops* courts, which of them- 
felves did enough, of mifchief, and were held in 
univerfal deteftation for their oppreffive afls^ 
Laud took care ' to keep the Bifhops in awe ; for 
if any was fufpcfted of being any way favourable . 
to the Puritans, he was immediately fent for v to 
Lambeth, to appear before the High Commif* 
fioners, ^nd inftantly ruined. They kept men ia 
prifon for many months without bringing thenfi 
to a trial, or without fo much as acquainting 
them with the frcafbn of their coiiraiitment. This 
court was Worfe than the Spaniflx- inquifition } foV 
' Vol. H, * - *'Ddd •:-••• . • ^<; 
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the inquiiltion only punKhes perfons of a differ* 
ent religion ; but this hig^h commiilion ruined hun* 
drcds of minifters, who were of the fame ,pcr- 
fuaGon with the judges of that courts merely to 
obtain money to enrich themfelves^ . though the 
perfoQS they condemned were Jiot guilty of any 
breach of law. 

Arminianifm now advanced faft ; it was the court 
opinion, and the prpfefGng of it the tfzdy way 
to prefermei^t. LaMd and Buckingham promoted 
it, and the King gaye iti^hia fandion, by honour* 
jng thofc who profeffed it. His Majefty*s Chap* 
lains were all of the Arminian perfuafion^ and 
none were preferred to this honour except fuch 
as profefied the Arminian principles. Do&ov PreA- 
ton, whom Buckingham bad taken into favour 
to ferve the ends of his politics, was now dii^ 
^ried, and Laud was , the fole . diredor of his 
confcience : all matters in church and ilate were 
managel by his diredion. JBiihop Laud wanted 
to have the five diftinguifbing points of Calvmifm 
brought into the convocation, on purpofe to have 
fhem exploded ; but Bifhop Andrews advifed him 
to drop that point, becaufe ArchbiOiop Abbot and 
many of the inferior clergy were Calviniils; this 
kept the contFoverfy out of the convocation at this 
time. But there was a warm difpute without doors 
concerning tbefe matters, till the King put a fiop 
to it by his proclaination. 

Popery and A rmiifianfm kept pace in their pro- 
^refs, and raifed warm . difpmes between Charles 
f i}^ hh parliament^ which met on the iixteenth of 

Juno 
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Jane this year. The King in his fpeech to his 
parltamenCy prbmifed to maintain the eftabliihed 
religion, fdr which both houfes returned him* 
their grat^l thinks j but bjefore they proceeded 
to buiinefs, they joined in a petition againft po- 
pifh recufants, which his Majefty promifcd to ex- 
amine, anil gairc a ifatisfaftory anfwer to the fcveral 
contents thereof. This petition fets forth the caufe« 
of the inqreafe of popery > with the remedies and 
means to prev.ettt it.* Charks'is ; anfwer s to this 

' If ^2 petition 

*' T6& c^ufir are : 
%• The w^Qtoftbe due «xecmioD of the ?aw$ againft: them^ 
%% The iDterpoiiQg of foreign powers by their embaiTadors 
an^ agents in. their favour. 
. 3* Tf^ &9^^ coDCoi^rie of.papifls to the city, and their fre-' 
^uent coDfe£en;ees and [coi^veQticlt^ there* 
4» Theix open reibrt tci the chapel, of foreign embafTadors*- 

5. The education of their, children in . foreign feminaries. 

6. The want of fufEciea^ inilf-udtion in the protefUnt reli- 
gion in feveral places of the country. 

7. The liceptious printing of popifh books. 

8. The employment of men iU affisded to the proteftast re 
ligion in places of government. 

They therefore pray that the youth of the kingdom may 
be carefully educated under proteftant fchool-mafters, which 
his Majef^y, in his anfwer to their petition, promifed: That 
the ancient dicipline of the univerfities may be reflored, which 
liis M^efty approved: That the preaching of the word of 
God may be enlarged, and that to this purpofe the Bifhops 
be advifed to make ufe of the labours of fuch able minjilers 
as have been forn^erly filenced, advifing and befeeching them* 
to behave themfelves peaceably; and that pluralities, nou'-- 
refidendes, and commendams, may be moderated. This 
his MajeHy approved, fo far as the minifters wpuld con- 
forn) to church government. But he apprehended that plu- 
falitiesy 5cc« are now fo moderated 9 that there is no rQom 
for complaint, and recommends it. to the parliament to take 
^e that eyery pariil^ aU9W a competent maintenance for an 
1 : able 
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petition were cxprcfdy contrary to the articles of 
marriage he had figned fix months before .• he had 
promifed in thefe articl^s^ tha,t hjis . Roman catho*. 
lie fubjefts ftiould have fre.e. . lib.eFty to . excroiic 
their, own religion without dlljvirbi^ij^^e ; .. and mr 
mediately after . he' had granted the petition pi 
the parliament, he fet. tweaty ^ popifli priefts 

.• , at 

able minifter. " ttat ' provifion might b^ made againft tranf^ 
*• porting childi^n to* pdpifh feminaries; and for recalling thofe 
t^t were there." AniV^cr, Td this his Majcfty agreed. " That. 
*'no popifli recufant be admitte(^to. come to court, but upon 
*'fpecial occafion, accerding to ftatme 3 Jac." Anfwer, To 
this alfo his M^jefty promifed. '* That the laws againft papifts 
be put in execution, and that a day be fixed for the depar- 
ttire of all Jefuits and feminary prieffa out cf the kingdoib, 
** and that no natural bom fubjeft, nof ftrange ffifliops, nor 
" any other, by authority from the fee of Rome, confer any ec- 
" clefiafHcal orders, to exefcife any ecclefkftfcal ftrndionupoa 
" your Majefty's fubjefts." Anfwer ' It ^H be fo pubfifhed by ' 
proclamation. "'That yout Majeftyfe leknaed council may hare 
orders to confider of aW former- gVants of rccufants' lands » 
that fuch may be avoided as are arbidable^by law." Anfwer, 
It fhall be done according as is defired. ** That your Majeflfy 
" give order to your judges, and all officers of juftice, to fee 
•*the laws againfl popifh recufants duly executed." Anfwer, 
His Majefly leaves the laws to their courfe. " That your 
"Majefty will remove, from places of authority and govefn- 
*' mem, all popilh recufants." Anfwer, His Majefty will give or- 
der accordingly. " That order be taken for difarming all popifh 
** recufiMsts, convifted according to law, and that popifli recufants 
"be commanded to retire to their houfes, and be confined 
** within five miles of honte." Anfwer, The law fliall be put 
in execution. •* That none df your Majefty's natural born 
*• fubjeds go to hear mals at the houfes or chapels of foreign 
** cmbafladors." Anfwer, The King will give orders according- 
ly. " That the ftatute of i Eli2. for the payment of twelve- 
" pence every Sunday by fuch as are abfent from divine 
" icrvice in the church, without a lawful cxcufe, be ^ut in 
'^ execution * Anfwer, The King promifes the penalties Ihall 
not be difpenced with. " That your Majefty will extend your 
" principal care to Ireland, thaft the Htee bourfes may Betaken* 
*• there, for eftablifliing the true religion." Anfwer, IJis Ma* 
lefty will do all that a religious King can do in that afiiur. 
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at liberty. In this and ' the proqeding reigo^; 

it was a received maxim, that no ^ithp w^ to 

be kept with parliaments. ^The King,, commanded 

th?, judges to proceed . agajnfl popiihtrecu-r 

fants, at the fame time that he. was encQwaging. 

them all that was in his power; ^ ifi^ch was the 

dupficity of Charles, ., tli^F. at the time that hc^ 

had ordered all EngUfli . youths to -return from 

popifh/reminaries, he , releafed. eleven pop^m .prierts^ 

and admitted a titular popifti Bifhop, cs^lled the 

Bifliop of Chakedon, appointed Vicar General by 

the, Pppe, and Archdipacon over all England ; 

and; afterwards, when the parliament petitioned for 

tlie removal . of papifts from places of truft, there, 

were found fifty-nine noblemen and' gentlemen in 

his Majefty's commimon. ' 

^ What may appear ftrange^ in the eyes ^of all 
honeft men, his 'Majefty, while he was giving 
drdefs to . proceed againfl: popifh rccufants, fenu 
1 fleet to Rdchelle to \aflifl the French Kine: 
againft the proteftants, aiid gave orders, that this 
fleet.fliould obey the orders of the King of France. 
The- failors, when they . were informed of the 
defign, . refufed , to obey orders, and deferted; 
but the (hips -were given up to the fervice of 
France, , and employed againft the friends of the 
proteftint religion. One Montague wrote a book 
entitled, A Gag for an old Goofe, wherein he V 
defends, all the fpecial points of Armiilianifm, and 
reflefts upon feveral doftrines of the reformation 
with much acrimony. The parliamenr complain- 
ed of his conduft, and referred him to" the Arch-. 
\ .. tiihop: 
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KAidp^ ttrho ^fmiffed Him with a prohibftioQ 
not to give offence in this fort for the future : 
But Montague^ went on and publiflied his appeal 
to Cefar, wherein he advanced all 'the Artni* 
fiian doAri^es, which Were in difpute. among 
y the friends of' the court and the patronis of pre* 
togative. He alfo endearoured to reconcile the 
religion of kome, an4 th^t of England^ and at« 
tei^iptcd 'to {hew that there was very Utile dif- 
ference between them. The houfe of commons 
appointed a committee to examine his errors, and 
at laft voted them contrary to the edablifhed 
articles of the church of England. Laud applied 
to the King, and by a letter procured his quietus. 
The King brought this affair before his council^ 
9fxd by virtue of his prerogative, put a flop to 
all proceedings againft Montague* Thefe proceed-^ 
ings. and his unpopular conduA, in the a&ir of 
Rochelle, raifed great murmurings againft him^ 
which obliged him to diifolve the parliament a( 
Oxford, where it was removed on account of tha. 
plague which then raged at London. His Majefty 
pafTed tio afts during this fitting of parliament, except 
one, which was foon after fufpended by his royal 
declaration j this aft was to prevent unlawful paf^ 
times, .on the Sabbath-day. It fet forth, that 
the keeping of the Lord's day holy, is a prin- 
cipal part of the true fervic^ of God ; for this 
<;aufe it is ena^ed, that there be no afTembltea 
of people out of their own parifli churches, for 
""^ any fports or paftimes whatfoever; nor any bear* 

l^icip^ bull-baicing, interludes, common-plays, or 

other* 
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other unlawful exercifes or paftimcs within their 
own parilbesy on forfeiture of three (hillings and 
fix pence for every fuch offence to the poon This 
Law was never put in execution ; but men we^e 
ccnfured and reproached for being too ftriA ia 
obferving jthe Lord's day, but none were puniihed 
for profaning it. 

. King Charles having diffolved the parliament^ 
before they had given him the necelTary fupplies 
for the war with Spain, refolvcd to try bis ere* 
dit by borrowing money by loans of fuch per* 
fons as were befl able to lend it: For this rea« 
fon, gentlemen were taxed at a certain fum^ and 
had promiffary notes under the^lU'ivy (hal 4:p^ he 
paid in eighteen months. With this money, Charles 
JBtted out a fleet againft Spain, which returaed 
without doing any execution. The ceremony of 
the coronation, which was not performed* titt 
February, was another cxpence which his Maje- 
fty thought £t to raife, by obliging all who had 
forty* pounds a year to receive the order of knight* 
hood, or to compound for it. Thi6.i;aifi?d Charle« 
many enemies, and was a very hard grievance, 
^for it was an opprefllon upon many fubjeft,s who 
; Were not able to bear it. 

The coronation was performed by Arch- ^^^ ^ 
bifhop Abbot,' . afGfted by Bifhop Laud '^^^* 
' as Dean of Weftminfler, who. befides the ufual 
; .formalities, brought out an old crucifix and pla* 
ce^it on the altar. As foon as the Archbifhop 
ba^^ced the crown upon the King's head, and 
perfbntaed the ufual forms^ his Majeily being feat* 

cd 
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cd upon the throne ready to rcceirc the homage 
of the lords, Bifliop Laud came forth, and tead 
t^e following extraordinary paffage, which is not 
to t>e found in any former coronation: ^' Stand 
***and hold faft from henceforth, the place t6 
^ which you have been heir by the fucceffion of 
^' your forefathers, l^eing now delivered to you 
^' by the authority of Almighty God, and by the 
^^ hands of us, and all. the Bilhops and fcrvants 
^* of God : and as you ' fee the clergy come 
^' nearer to the altar than others, fo remember, 
^* that in all places convenient, you give them 
** greater honour, ' that the Mediator of God and 
*''man taay eftablifh you on your kingly throne, 
^^ to be a mediator between the clergy and th? 
^f laity," and that you may reign for ever with 
*' Jefiis Chf ift, the king of kings and lord of lords.^* 
Such profanity had never been heard of before 
pn. fuch ajj occafioi; ; aijd I^ud certainly defervr 
cd to . have been cenfured fbr fuch abfurd and 
profane prciceedings. This abomination met hin^ 
at laft, when he was tried for fever^l other mal- 
prafticg§,\ which cod him his head. 

King -Charles found that all the. methods he 
could deyife, were inftifficient to raife fupplies 
without, a parlianaent; and as the war with Spaiq 
was ftiU opep, he was under a neceflity of calling 
one : he was determined to do it fpeedily, but 
as he was afraid of thofe members being chofen 
who had complained of Buckingham's adminiftra-r 
lion, and called out againft grievances, the <ourt 
piarked thofe down for Sherifis^ which difquali* 
'' ficd 


( 4oS> ) 

fied them frombeiDg cle£led ^nembets of parlia-. 
jiieDC Amoog tbefe werq/Sir Inward . Cot^e, Sir 
Robert PhiBps, and SiriTbonws. Wentwortl?,. "^hq 
was afterwards Lord Stafford, Tbe pat^iapaent aC* 
fcmblcd ion the fixth of Febru^iry: this year j they 
were no? fooner met^ thw ti^y |>roc:9edfyl /tQ con-i 
fider .grievances* TA:.<:omnMt<efi^;^s apgpm^ed tQ 
examine religious grievances, -and Mr A-?ym . was 
chofea cbarrm^n;: This coinmlKee began with 
Montague's writiags, viz. his Giag, his Appeal, 
and Ills Treatife of Invocation of Saints : ; from 
which they excraAed many things which 'iwefe 
contrary to the homilies and. the. articles of the 
church. In thefe books Montague maiilti^ine^^ 
^' That the church, of Rome is, and ever was a 
*' true church : That this faid church had ever 
^^ remiained firm upon the fame foundation of facra* 
^^ mcnts and . doftrine inftitutcd by God : That 
<* neither the doftrines of faith, hope, nor chari- 
<^ ty are contradicted between the papifts and pro- 
^^ teftant$, and that no man's foul is in any dan- 
*' ger by being ignorant of thofc leffer matters, 
" upon which thofe diflPcrences arc founded: That 
^' the ufe of images is profitable fqr inftruft* 
<^ing the ignorant, and exciting devotion: That 
'^ fome faints have a peculiar patronage, cuftody, 
^5 and power,, as the angels have over certain per- 
^ fons and countries : That juftified perfons may 
*^ f all away from grace, and may recover again, 
^^ but not certainly or neceffarily." The commons 
found th^t Moiltague had endeavoured to raife 
feditions among Us Majefty's fubjedb, and had at- 
Vol. n. E e Q tempted 
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fcmptcd to reconcile the fubjefts of England to 
popery. The King did not like thofe proceeds 
ings of the parliament, and therefore idmcdiatc«» 
Jy diffolved this affembly. 

"', The controverfy doncerniflg arminianifm was 
now taken out of thi- hands of fhe parliament, 
lidd Montague refcucd from their power; but the 
controverfy went dn, < and* Montagtie was attacked 
in print by many able difputants, who fliewed 
clie abfurdity of his opinions, and defended the 
doftrines of fcriptare againft the "fiflions of the 
Arminians. Soon aften the dJffolution of parliamenr, 
wo conferences were held by the two parties 
{o tlifpute, the points in. debate;. i>ut neither of 
them' could convince the others of the errors 
they fuppofed them guilty of. ' 

Doftor: Prefton made a confpicuous figure in 
thefe difputattons, and appears to have been th6 
inoft able advocate for the Calviniftic doflrine 
among all that party. Charles finding that 
thefe difputes did : not end fo favourably to hfs 
friends as he could have dcfired, iffued ^ procla. 
mation, forbidding all perfons to publifli or preach 
any thing concerning the Arminian controverfy. 
This proclamation was conceived in fuch term? 
that any reader \frould have readily imagined thai 
it was intended to promote the Calviniftic doSrine'^ 
for It thrpafens ail perfons, who write, preachy 
. or publifh anything contrary to the doftrines and 
. articles of the church of England; but its real 
meention* was to give' eafe to. Biihop Laud, and 
ihi frjcp^s of the prerjpgativc J^wfl h9^ now 
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iMe managemem of all things eoncemiog : religicRii 
find tl9ok cai^ to opprefs the Puritaiis oh all 
hands J He ftbpt the' liberty of the t)rcfsi .and 
fuiFered ho t>dbk8 to be- piibliflaed^ e:kcept fath as 
had hid iaiprittlature : For this purpofe; he'Wi^ 
tarisfful to fuflfer no books wHich were writteoi by 
the Ptirftans, to be pUbliflied, withoiut :firft, mu- 
tilating, '• an& curtailing -them^ of canfing thtm 
to fptzk a liftgdage thtfy wefC' nbver vintffatidcd! ;to 
esprers. On thk occafibij, Laud ; (hewed a fpiif- 
liaiicyi Which; fliifed' a^fti-Olig fofpicidn ' th^-hc 
tfris a p^|iifl 'in his heart) hc^ fuffered foreral 
popilh books to be printed at large, when he ci- 
ther hindered the 'pfublilliing<>fC!al?inift writ&gs^ 
Or altefed thetn In inch a xnaiiner, as to chan^ 
their i*eal meatitng; Mdntagne's bbok, entitled 
God's Lo?e to Mankind^ was Hcenfed, and pub->' 
Iiflied> \?hen Dt Tuiffc's reply to that book was: 
fiippfefs'd; arid many popifh performances were 
licetifed,' when no book written by any Poritan 
could obtain the fame privilege. Icwas now^eveh 
dangerous to call the Pope antifchrift, or ta fay 
that the church 6( Romt wa$ not a trtie cliurch < 
every perfbniiance tfiat tdided- tb expbfe images 
in churfch'es, iriidfi^es, pefiaiice; auricular con- 
feffion, and p(Sp\(bt abfolfition, mfffli be expuhged j 
for all fuch writtngsi Were accounted infults of- 
fered ttf iKc Qneen. The Roman catholics . had 
now liberty to write what they plea&d, while 
the friends of the reformation were tdally fi- 
kflcrcd . 
The 'trmmphs of arbitrary ' p^er were now' 
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pro^igioiis; tyranny flalfcod [likeoamonfter over, ail 
. !the .kingdoody :/and trampled undjer irs feet the' li- 
berties and cftates of alll.foris of fubjefils:, every 
gentlemen of birth atod ch^rafier, who refufed to 
tend money upon :the flimfy.Xcairity of . letters 
under the privy fcal,. wore dragged out ; of their 
honfos^ and.habled t0 prifoti, at fome ^reat diftance 
from thdr habira^oo and friends. , M^n of the 
firft rank, for charaQor in^^ the nation were treated 
likp felons, for rcfufing to give; away their pro- 
perty : at r the icommaDd. of hi$ MajeAy's council, 

) contrary to Magn^ Charts, ;a$d. the laws of the 

'land*! . '' . // .; .■'..■••".•.' 

The itiferidr. jraftks of ipeople Were preffed for 

:the /army, , or, had f©ldie|$ iquftftQmd . upon them, 
who :by their iinfolent behaViour,ridifturbe.d the peace 
of 'families, ..and! committed nftfiph barbarities, as 

' heathens woiild^hay^ been :afh^ftie4cof«. ,.It/ w^s not? 
.dangerous to. travel ajbroad, aod- mai;kets were iinfre- 
queniedj the foldienydid what .they pleafed, none 
aurft.oppofc; them,, and. : Engjgpd ' grpan?d lunder 
a: worfe opprcflion^ during ,.the • govefninent of; a 
fiipcrftitiou^ chriftian King, tb^p ever the Reman 

^ empire did under; the worft of , Emperors. Jt. is 

-no woodcr th^t the peqple of jEngland tremble 
at the thoughts:.. of -a Ste:Wgrt*s> approaching; the 
throne of their fovereign, when that family 

;iias,;bn tatious occafion), wought fuch deflinic- 

.tion to dxc nauoBf as mud make every hpneft 

- lieart hol4 the name .of .Stewart in perpetual dc- 
teftation. The hiftory of thcfe times, we arc now 
coniideriog, wiU be a xAemento to the people of 

- ^ , Britain^ 
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BdtaiDy ifthile the knowledge of letters reni&tni» 
and warn them againft truftiog too ranch to Kings, 
Bifhops^ ^nd Prime Miniilers. 

The; nation at this time was curfed wjth.a 
fet of, clergy, who, for the fake of money, 
wouJd < have taught the . religion of Mahumed. 
Charles ; found the money he wanted caqte ilowly 
in by the methods he had attempted, the clergy 
were . therefore f ngaged to promote this bufinefs. 
They : carried »the . King's, prerogative to the 
pulpit^ anJ loudly, proclaimed the .. do£h*ines 
.of pafUvC; obedience and non-^refif^ance ; they 
taught ?hat the will of i^q foYcreignj wa$..a, law, 
and th^t,it.,was damnable, to difobey whatever 
he ihpuld command ; that provided the King 
Ibould , como^and what . was , contrary to the law 
of God,; they ought to fuiFer punijflbimept,, but 
not opppfe him. Sqme^of th$;m wen; fo far as 
to affirm, ,^ that the King wa3 bound by . no law, 
but , his royal will apd , pleafure was law above all 
parJiamencsi and that the fubjeAs . were Qbliged to 
^obey him upon ,pain pf dampation; Dr J^thorp was 
.(raeof; the. chief preacbef^i^who t;aught jthi$:4oi£h!ine, 
^and dedicated his fermop^ to the King., bat when he 
carfied it to Archbiih^ ; Abbot to have It liceofib^, 
. this hon^fl: old Biihpp refufed tp da it; fpr which 
.,he jWas fufpendcd from all his .Archiepifcopal 
•rfup^.ioQS, and ordered tp.Tetire to Canterbury or 
^Oxford^ The fermon was then carried to Laud 

who; lic^^d it, and . r^comtnended ita^ a lea^- 
.,ed difcourfe,, quite .agreeable to the do^rine pf 

the primitive church. This fh^ws. thef wyfalig- 

. norancc 
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HdHncc atid wickednefs of Laud and the dctgf 
of thofe time*, who were not afliamed to publifli 
fuch glaring falfehoods to the world ; for though 
the primitive church ftriftly enjomcd obedience to 
the powef's that be, yet nofie of the apoftles o^^ 
primitive believers required fubjefls, Who were 
governed by eftablifced law*, td give up thcif 
privileges to thofc who overtilmed the conftitutf- 
on of their country, aicfd wanted to enflave them 
tonttzrj to expfefs fundamental law^ agreM to be* 
^ tween the fovcreign and the nation. Thofe ar- 
guments taken froni the pnifti^c of the CHriff?* 
aas under the heathen Emperor^, are by no meaas 
conclufive to itfforc'c paffive obedience upon fub- 
jefts who afe themfelves one branch of the Ic* 
giflature, and.who, by fhe laws of thdr country 
know no fuch governndeift' as a fl!ngle perfon ruling; 
according to his own j^leafure. The friends 6£ 
paffive obedience do liot confider, that bbedrcnce 
in England is due to the liaws and nbc to tte 
King, and that when the ehiefmagiftrate trail- 
grcffeth the eftaWiftied • laws of the nation,, hfe 
forfeits his title to' obedience. Chriftians m Britaih 
are obliged by the tiefs of religion itfelf, to bb- 
ferve the laws of the Coiiftitution ; bpt if thejf 
fhould yield impHcit fubjedibn to the chief ma« 
giftrate, when commanding; them to do whit the 
laws forbid, they would be gifilty of betraying 
both their principles of religion, and the laws bf 
their country: People of fuch (lavifli fentiments 
can never be true to either God or man ; fbr 
ihe tendency of their principles, deftroys that 

' activity 
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fiGAn^ which IS neceffary to make rational crca» 
tures exert their powers for the good of ibciety. 

Archbifliop Abbot was under difgrace ^ 
at court, and divefied of his authority;* 
the accident which happened to him feven years 
before, wa's now made a matter of accufation 
againft him ; and though he had the royal difpen- 
fation to exercife his office, was now fufpended 
'for a cafual: homicide,' to gratify the ambition of 
Laud, who was Jonging for his place. The court 
found Abbot was not a perfon to be made a tool of, 
and for this reafon wanted to be clear of him : he 
woujd not purfue the. meafures which Laud meant 
tQ take with the Euritans ; nor would he fub- 
fcribe to the abfplute diftates of the prerogative. It 
was therefore found neceffary to fufpend him, that 
he might aot any longer oppofe the glorious plan 
of prerogative and arbitrary power, which Charles 
and Laud intended to fubftitute in place of all 
laws, human and divine. 

The court had another perfon who oppofed their 
raeafures 5 Dr Williams, * Bifliop of Lincoln, late 
keeper of the great feal, was a great oppofer of 
the arbitrary meafures of thofe times. He favour- 
ed the Puritans, and was a very popular man a- 
Inong the clergy, Dr Sibthorp informed the coun- 
cil againft him, and affirmed, that he fupported 
the clergy who did not conform, and difcourag' 
ed thofe who conformed. Dr Williams did not 
regard this information, for he faid, he was un- 
• der a cloud already, and was indifferent what they , 
ihould inform tb$ icouncil cc^cerning him; he 
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faid> he T^as fure the Puritans would carry all 
things, at lafl, and that would be feen in doe 
time. 

Lainb and Sibthbrb had often |>reired Bifliop 
Williams to proceed afgainft the Puritans tsL Leicef- 
terihire, biit he did not liften to their ad?ice«- Ht 
aflccd them what fort of people tbey wei'e, and of 
what condition ? To which Lamb replied ia the pre- 
fence of Sibthorp, ^^ that they ieemed to di« worhl 
^^ to be fuch as would not fwear, whore, nor be 
'^ drunk, but yet they would lye, cozen, and deceive ; 
^^that they would frequent fermons rmce a day, and 
'' repeat the fame again too, and afterwards pray, 
^^ and . that fometipies they would faft all day long/* 
Then the Bifliop alked whether the'^place where thofc 
Puritans were, did lend liioney freely, upon the col- 
leSion for the loan ? To which Lamb aztd Sibthorp 
faid they did. Then replied the Bifliop, ^ no man 
*^ of , difcrction can fay, that that, place, is a: jdacc 
** of Puritans; and for my pari, faid he, I am 
" not fatisficd to give way to proceedings againft 
them.*' At w]iich Sibthorp was much difconcert- 
cd, and faid. he was troubled to fee that the 
church was^no better regarded. This matter went 
no farther at this time^ but the Bifliop's whole con-i' 
dufi w^s inore flri^Uy ex^ned .afterwards in the 
ftar-chamber. ..;.', 
g g This yeat- a dcfcent upoti the Ifle <of 
Rhee imrfgate, which loft the naticm a Jargc 
fum of mtoeiy, and £uc thoiifand men, and raifed 
great murmurings againft Buckingham, . which o* 
bliged the King to call another parliament, which 

was 
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was appoint^ t6 affemhle on the feTCtoteefitl)^ of 
March. A« fooii as this rdbluthifi ffiras..tdfien ia 
cidancily orders wiere difpacched ta all • pfirts • of 
tb^ kmgdom^ to releafe the gdnitldmdti vtho wtiic in 
prifon for refusing . td pay the money f6r\tbe l^n^ 
ta the fknmber of fevcntj^eigbt^ the ^reateft: part 
df whom were chofen membq-s for the eniuing 
parliametit. His Majeflyv m the m^n time, wcdt 
on with raifmg money l^y excife ; and infteid df 
fofcenidg the.errofs df his goTemment, aflhmed 
an air of high fotcteignty, iihd told his patlitr 
HietK, That: if th^ did not provide for tbe^he* 
celfirfes of the ftatei^ lie ihotifci ufe thofe means 
that God bad frnt' into his hands to fave! that 
which the follies of other men would hazard/ 
^ Take not that, fays his Majefty, for a threat* 
*^ ening^ for I fcont to threaten my inferiors^ 
*^ hot as ad admoditibn from hitfa, who by ndtute 
'^ and dtity, h«i mc^ c^re of yonr prefetlraciod 
^ and prosperity/* 

The parJiamint Was not in the lead awed by 
this .ftrange langdagt, but prpcedded td grie*» 
vances immediately { and thodgh they Toted . £i^e 
fiibfidies, they rdfufed t6 olrry the bill through 
the houfe till" they had received the royal af« 
fent io ^heir fbiTii^ioN of .Rioht*^ whi(;H conT 
tained the foUowidg claipis^ comprehended in 
Magna Charta^ (i) That no free mad i)^\l be 
detained ; in t^rifon by idie King atid privy coud* 
cil> without the .cauib of commitment be ex^ref- 
fe^ for iiffhidh, : by law^ he <>tight Co be dpt^io. 
ed; (2) That ad babeaj^ corpul ought ^t ta be 

Fff denied, 
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denkd ^ere :the Jaw allows it. f^) That no 
tafx,- loan, or ^benevolence fhali be Impofed widi- 
^t aft of pariiamerit. (4) That xkj man .{haU- 
be fore-judged of life or limb, or be entiled, or 
deftroycd, but by judgment of his pfer3,: accord- 
ing to the laws of, the land, . or by. aft of parlia- 
ment, 'The King. gave his affent to this bill iu 
themoft ample manner, but it wiH appear, in 
the fequel of this hiftory, that he never meant 
to obferve it j for in the twelve following years 
of bis reign; he paid no manner of regard to it. 

The parliament next proceeded to pafs fentence 
upon ■ Man waring, Iwhofc fcroion has been men- 
tioned already; thty.cenfured him. moft fevereljr* 
His fentence was : That he fhould.be imprifon- 
ed. during ple;afure, and be ,. fined one thoufand 
pounds; that he make his fubmiiEon at the bar 
of the houfe, and be fufpended from his miniftry 
for three years; that he be difabled for ever 
from preaching at court, be incfapable of . any < ec- 
clefiaftical preferment, and that his fermons be 
burnt in London, and ht both . the uiliverfities* 
According to this fentence, Manwaring appeared 
upon his^ knees at the bar of. the houfe, on the 
twentyrthird of June, and! made a full acknowledge- 
ment ' and fubmiifion, craving pardon x>f God, the 
King, and parliament, and the Whole common-* 
Wealth; but the houfes were no' fooner rifen, 
thto' his ifine was remitted, and himfelf preferred 
to • the living of Stamford rivers, ' with a difpen- 
fatidn to Jhold St Gileses in. the fields, then to ,the 
deanry of Wprccfter, and fometiinc after to the 

bi(hop-> 
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blfhopric of St David's: Siidi was 'the regard 
that Charles^ J)^ to' the o^mdn of his parlia- 
ment. Montajgtie and Sibthorp- \^circ- foon after 
preferred; the firft to the bifliopific of Cheifter, 
and- the tetter - t<*r the ; deahry of Peterborough,' and 
the reflorihip' bf Burton/ Latinier in Wiliftiire» 
~' While ^the money bill ' was "- gomg throhgh ' the 
Tioufe of lords, the commons were employed in 
drawing up a remonftrance of the grievances of 
,tljie I, Action, with a * petitiQn for jpdrefs j' l^w a? 
fooa as ithe King had obtained what "Hfoney be 
'wanted, he came and prorogued the parliament, 
firft till the twenty-fixth- of^O^ober,/ ;and then 
till the twenty 'fixth of January. - The comtnons 
being difappbin'ted , in, prefcnting., their remoRT 
-^Hxlixy 'pubKih^d . it '^ to the nation ; but the King 
c^Jle^^ it in, And afterwards publiftied an arifweii 
iwhich.it: is faid-. was drawii by JBifhop^ Laud, in^r 
'tended' to; take qff the influence ^ of ' the' remori- 
,ftrahce. The. , King's anfwer denies, the exiftenc$ 
of » all the grievances mentioned 'in . the peritionF, 
and endeavours to reprefent the comnipns as fac- 
tious and ^troubletbme* The commons complained 
♦of the' encreafe -of popery and arminianifm, which 
|he. King, accounted. a refleftion upon, his wifdora, 
and the care -^ which he pretended to have over 
*riie church and tiiitlbn : . but the Jcfuits let? 
4;er ra England, to the Reftor rof the College at 
Bruflcls> will fufficiently ftt this tnatter in its pro- 
p^Sj.light,* From, that -letter it is manifeft, that 

i F f f 2 • Puritanii 
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~ • A kit cr from h Jefutt in England to. the ReBor (fthe College at BruJ/els,. 

J|ict not the damp of aftoQiihineat feize vpoa jQur ardent an^ 

zealous 


^X 
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y^ritanifia vns th^ chief fppport of the conftitii* 
nop, 5in<J the bqft bulwark of thjpcpr^^pp relir 
gipft ag^inft popcpjr a«d arbitrary. ^oycruffj^t, 
Tbe^ King'^ 3n(iy«r$. wflre whplj. fpphi(KcaI aad 
py^ivc^ jan4 wpr^ Wther mex4p4,tQ> ?hrow a mifl; 
njppQ rr)lch^ ;ban direct , azUmrs ro the. pericicn^ 
of the wjwnops. If th^fe aiifww wqrc pQP5po- 

.,'••.. '...:.•' fed 
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zealous foul, {(kjs the Jcfuit) in apprehending the unexpeiS^d 
csilliiig of a parUambnt; ' Nve (the papifts) have not oppoied,'lmt 
fnifaec fiirihare^ iir;. Y/ou. iwift.> loiow, ^c cQunpil.is fsgagp^ to 
aflift;tjxcfUng J)y way of. pteto^»tiyc, in c^fr th? pa^^Hasvwit l^ail. Ypli 
Khali fc? this parliament twil refemb]^ the pelican^ which takes pTca- 
fiire <o- dig ou( with hcv beak Her own, boweti. ~ ^ 
; Th(6 d^ons fi^tc bc^i^ iii fqch joonfiffipn .of a^p/^nt f^6Ueii» 
as that which we were wont to procure with diuch art and ifltdvl- 
trj\ -vihcn the Spani^ match was in' treaty. 

?^^^V5 n/oyr, mfntf fynngH to ouy^bqiw, i»»dft«W ^$98i^ *^ 
^fied our fa<9:iofi, 0|ii4haye addc^ iwo .Mwarks mpr^i f ^r wliai 
King James fivcd, he Was very violent againft Anniniami^, ^sUid 
tnterrmkted our ' Iboag jdeli|iii8 in Holland. • Nobr we have ' |^ted 
t^ .£dyerei^ drag AxminianSTm* which 'wf hope will purge the 
protcftants from their herefy, and it flpurTfli^ and bears fruit Ixi 
<due feafon. The materials that build up our' bulwark, are the 
ytf^faxxi and >gg^ $f all t^s and .-^sijitiert ^owfv^r, bo^ 
ihcie faaions co-operate to dcflroy th^ parliaipent, and to intro- 
duce a new fpedes and form of government^ which Is oligarchy. 
Theie fervc as mcffiums and inftruments to ou^ cod, <wiiich it the 
liniverfal catholic monawhy : our fou^datictn z|u4 })<^ n^y^tif^, 
find ^nutation will caufc a relaxation. 

^^c proceed now, by council and iftatfure dcfiberatioa, how and 
yhen to vork ^yo^ i;hc Pttloe's (BuckiQghaiii's) >f«k>iiy ^d tt- 
yc^ge; and ia this we give the hPtiflV to thof^ tlv>t meri^ it, 
whrch are the churah catholics. * ' ' ' - 

There is another nutter oiF conftqueike, ^ivfaieh ^ mift lake 
much into our covlideratiAn and tender care, vU^ is, To Amc 
off Puritans that they han^ not in the Duke's earsi they are an 
impudeut fubtile people, and it is to be feared, left they ihould 
jpegociatc a reconciliation between the Puke and the parliament a( 
Oxford and Weftmlnfter; but now we alKii^ oorfpljrcf, tlv^ ire 
have fo lundled the matter, that boC}x (be bu^c aud parliainent 
are irreconcileable. • \^ 
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fed aad ckaivn up by Xiaud, wit is reported by 

biftigriaBs, th^y ihw bifn IQ b*Te bcea acoBfommntc 

diflfemN^r wd bypoqrifip ; for who, th4t. 4re3)Qifef-? 
fed pf the ufc of their undcrftanding, will be-r 

lieve that either the King or Laud were ignorant 
ot tbn (W^r^^ Qf Afsamiaoifxa and Popay, which 
the King affiroB in his anfwers.* 

I L 

ii9r the l)|Qtt8r p^/imiofi pf t^ P^t|^$, tbic Amnini^ns have 
^Iipl^ ]9^t¥4 WP *« P>iV«> f *tf , and w« hjiy^ thof<5 pf <mr <»m 
fcligiQqi th;^ fl;aB4 <;wtiftua^y ^ .Mjc J?vkf> , cl>aiftbcr. to/ce tnfa^ 
jlpey i^ 1^4 p^t. '"^yc c^iipF b^ too dxcu9^pc<^ an4 c^r^ ia 
|.2h^ regar4- . ^ <;^iuipt ckqoff ; ^ut ^lu&h to fee l^onr £am^ of ;Ottjr 
$9flt h^vj^ fixcpif^txcd jikq^tXi^i fu^ 'ti$ ada^ir^ble haw: in fpecfih 
^dipftmf >^h^ adl: t^ Fudtfuii. Thie Ca:(»^idgf ichcto^, to 
t|)cir woCv^ c^^cnce, fl^U fee ^jyc c;sui, a^a the f uijitans* a Jittlc 
better thai^' tltcy have dQJ9.o tj^^c Jefuite. They h^v^ ^\f\xkd our 
ifjvvcd paUPi^ in jcl):, bw| y.f,;s!ri4.i?ia)fic ft?)cxii fmart for it in c^r 

, *q^t to fjqtum to the xnjuua Abjriff pm fbai(4^^<'^ i$:Arminian- 
i^; tj^ >\|:^ia5n8. jiad piojcigtorg affe^ mutation j , this we &;- 
fio^ 5«^d <cnfpfcc by probaUe.^r^umait^ Wf fbcw how the King 
j^j free hiipijelf of his yprd^, aiuj raife a ,v^ icvcoue wit;|[^Qut 
bcii^ >cho^cn to hi$ f\il?jeas> w.hich h by Way cf excife. Then 
<Hv f^uifib q^thplics ^(hfivr. the mei^a^, how to fetxJe the/ ,c^cjbGb» yfhich 
muft be b)r #.pf^cenary arniy of foreigners and Germans; their 
horie will' eat up the country where they coi^e, ^ thp* they, be 
iprell paid, much more if they be not paid. Tl^ . army is to 
pooHVi of twenty thoufand foot, and twenty , tho^axid horfe ; fo 
that if the country jife upon fettim^ the eacife, as probably they 
vnl\^ the army will conqyer them^ aad pay themfelvei .out of the 
cpnfifcatibn. . Our defign is to work the proteflants as '^ell as the 
catholics^ to' welcome in a conqueror, we hope to diiTolvc trade, 
to hinder' the building of '{hipping, and to take away the mer- 
chant. XlnpS) that they may ^ot caiily light upon the Weft Indiji 

fleet, &c. . ". '. " - /. ' 

\'*'i^if Jiemonflrapce' of the Commons and the ICtnfsjinfwer. 

The Remonftrance was i6 this purpofe, Tiiat they thought it 

|]ieir duty to mfprm, his MajcAy of the apparent danger of ruin and 
4e(lru6Uon this church and commonwealth was in, and of the 
miiibiable cppditioa of tlus kingdom, wliich pf the moft happy 
-{md Aojufifhit^i i$ lil^o to p^ the moft contemptible ption in 

the 
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It will appear to any impartial perfon, that tho 
Kmg'sf -aofwers to the remonllraDcc of the coxn« 
moQ8 ii^^fuU of dvafioQs^* atid is altogether equi* 
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the world. . They ackaowledge Kk^aJcftyUgoAdncfseiprcffcdlsy hi* 
clear and fatisfaiStory tnfycr to- their jietitien -of nghth. ^rThat' oac of 
the principal ends of calling parliaments is, that his Majedy niay be 
truly informed of the ftate of the ieveral parts of his kingdom, and ho w 
iiisoffacers Imd mihiilcrs bdiav^ thcmfelves, which is" fcartc kfac'to be 
made known to Min but in parliament; as Svas deblated by his 
bldTcd father, who told the commons, it wbuld be the ^Mtcit 
breach of duty tb his Majcfty, . and of the tnift' comifiitted to them, 
if they did ntft deal clearly ^vith him without fparing * any,' how 
•Aeat and dear foeVei'-to him, if they were hurtl^ul or dangerous to the 
commonwcalthV' 'They' firft of all befecch hxi Majcdy to take notice, 
that there' is 'a general fear cbiicetTed in' his people,' of a ftcrct 
working to introduee into ' his kihg4om innovfition and 'change cfou^ 
Twligion. For notwithftanding the ihaiiy good 'laws tor prevent the 
increafe of popery, and his Majefly*s fatisfadlory anfwer to thc'pt- 
tition of both Houfts, prefented ti him at Oxford; they ^d no 
good tScSi thereof, bi^t that thofe of thit religion do ^nd extra- 
:«rdiAary favours and refpcA at c6urt ; in particular frbtn the Counteft 
<pf Buckingham; Who openly profftfTes that rcjigion Jwhich they hdped up- 
'on Wis Majedy-s'aafwerto the aforefs^ petition at Oxfbrd', flibuUl not 
have beeh permitted, nor any bf his }hbje(Sts julUy Ailbtiilled', 'flionid 
be 'cntertiiincd in liis or the Queen's fervice : fome if thkt'relr- 
gion.have had honours, bifices, and places of authority lately* con- 
ferred upon them.* Letters of ftay of legal proccedtfi^i agSthift 
them have* been prpcured from his Majefty, and comxniiEOns grant- 
ed and executed for compounding >yith popifli. recufants, with in- 
hibitions 'tb tiie eccIefialHcal in(t temporal courts not to intermeddle 
with ihetn, amounting to no lefs than a toleration ; their numbers, 
pov^er, .ati(l infolence daily encreafing, cfpecially about Londdn, vrhere 
they fi-eqiitfn^ mafs' at Dehinark-hourey and o^her places* That 
there is likewife a daily growth and fpreading of the fatSkion of 
Arminius . who. arc prx>teftant8 in {hew, but Jefuits in ,dpihioB, 
which cauArd his royal father to endeavour the fuppreiUng of thqn. 
Ani hi8'M*jcfty'had, by procla'mafton, declared his diflike of tbo/c 
perfons, ^nd their opinions, who, notwithfhmding are tnuch fk- 
voured an*f advanced, not wanting frienjds of the ^clergy near his 
Majefty,' riamcly, Dr Neal, 'Bifliop. of 'Winchefter, and Dr Laud, 
BiOiop bf Bath and Wells, who are jOftly fufjjeAed to be unfouid 
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Vocal and uafitisfeftory . , If Laud was the auclipr ' 
of thcfe anfwers, it is manifeft, that." he muft ' 
have had a very mean opinion of the: underftand* 

ing 

in their 9pmio0 that way. And k %eing now g^crllly held the 
way to pxefetmenti many feholars , jicnd the couilc .o£ their fbidifs 
to nlaintaiii jthdfe brrors, and their books are fuffered to be pub- 
lifhed, while tUi: Oirthodoz are prohibited. Preaching is difeounte* 
nanced, ^nd painful preachers,' how' conformable focTer, difcou- 
raged. And iii Ireland the popifh' leligioni openly profeflod, popilh 
jurifdidHon cxercifcd,. and ihonalleries, nnngeries, &€. oiewly e- 
re«Sied, reedified, and replentihcd; And all thefe courfes, tending to 
the diftrudlion . of true religion, have been taken here, when the 
fame is^ with openfx)rce and :violence,*proiecttted in other countries) 
and. all the reformed churches in Chriftendom, . either deprefled or 
miierably diftrelTed. The appek'l to:Jtis Majeily, whether there be 
not juft ground of fear, that there. is Tome fecret.and ftrong co- 
operating here with the < enemies of our religion abroad, for the 
utter extirpation thereof; They further declare to his Majefty, that 
his people is likewife full of icar.:of innovation and change of 
government, thoVmuch coihforted by his 'Majefty^s.anfwei: to tl^eir- 
petition of rij^t-; and railed again- out of the difcontent^Jthey had 
conceived for the undue coUsles taken the laft year, for railing money 
by loans ; than which never' were any moi^ey paid with more 
general regret. That notwitbftahding his N|ajiAy*S' gracious aniVer 
to their petition of right,, touching tl^rliiilletttng* of foldiers,' they 
are (till continued and reinfor0d'; 'and tho' many of them are not 
natives of this kingdom, and of an oppofite religion to oivs, they 
are -placed upon* the iea .toaft, where they may at the fame time 
unite with ■ ihepopiih party at. home, and join with an in- 
vading enemy.' Tliatithe report of tlie dangerous defign of bring- 
ing in German hotfe and riders, had turned their dpubts into deA 
pair, had rn^t his. Majefty affured them they -were not intended for 
any fervice in ..England r Yet 'the 'fight of rche privy ieal,^ the great 
(urn of money paid thereupon;' and the cQmminions granted to the 
lords and- otbers of the privy 'ebnncil, toconfider of raifing money 
by rmpofitions, gave them juft caufe to. rufpe<51l, that there 
-fvere thofe whoiiiight-.by this, or other m^axis, vco»trivcf to change 
the frame both- of risEgion and governxnont. Thefe' mch could not 
be ignorant', that, the bringing in .of ftrangers for aid, hath l^een 
pernicious to moft ftates, but to England^fatal ; and th^ hold it 
benesitli any £ngiHhman to think, that this victoirlous nation fhould 

ftand 
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jog ot the mtioQ/ to ftippofe chat they wotild be 
fatisfied tvkh fuch crafire wfwers; The cncrcafe 
of Popery and Armi&taoifm was too palpable to 

efcape 

ftahd in neeii df Gdrlnan ^<^^ to defend it. That xvheh they 
oonfider the tov^i afcA^i^,' ikic often breach of parttam^nt, the 
taking of tonn<ge and poundage wkboai a^ of parliament, the 
ftanding commiffion granted to the Deleft of Bucktngfaai*, to be 
gfeneral of an army here in time Of peace, the difcharging of fkith- 
f\il and fufltcient perfonf • irois judifMil plaeei axkl othetf offices, 
they caflAot but apply ihemfeWes to It^is Majefty for rpcedjr Keip 
and reformation. They pray his Majefty to confider, whether the 
ill iuceefir that hath aoconpanied all his late defigns ' and adUons, 
panicularJy thofe of Galis, the- iHe of Rhee, and the laft expedi- 
tion to Rochelle, hath not cxtreamily ikrafted that ibock of honour 
that was left unto this kingdom i That with the kfs of our ho- 
nour, we loft ftfveral valiant and expert conunandces, and many 
thoufand common foldiers and marinert, tho* of fix or feves thou- 
iand, loft at the. itl^ of .Rhcc, his Majefty receiTed information bvt 
of a few hundreds. Andi this dishonour and lefs hath been 
purchafod with the confttskption - of above a. minion of treafurc. 
That many of the forfs are weak ind' ddbayed; and his Ma- 
jefty*8 ftore .of powder» whioh» by ordev of his privy coaacil* 
December the . tenth, fixteen hundred and twenty-fix, fhooM be 
eonftantly three hundred laib, bsfidist twenty laRs a month for 
ordinary expcdccs, ^is now in the Towet but nine lafts and 
forty-eight pounds in all; and yet great ^nantitieo have been 
ibid out of his Majefty!s ftore for private grain;* whereof fix Ufis 
iOld finoe the fourteenth of January laft* And* tho* b^ oontm^ 
with Bir Evelyn, his ftore . ought to he fv^^icd monthly with 
twenty Urfts, at the rate of three pounds ten flijllings and ten- 
pence a barrel, his Majefty hath been foiced to pay above ievcn 
pounds a barrel for powder brought firom beyond feas ; te whicb 
purpofe, twelve thoufand four hundrod pounds was iraprciTed to 
Mr Burlmack laft yearv and yet not ib good as was . to have 
been had by contrail, by one third part. But what the poverty, 
weaknefs, and mifery Of the kingdom is grown into by decay of 
trade, and Ibfs of ftiips and mariners within thefe three jeaxs, 
they are alaioft afraid to declare. But for his Majefty's more ex* 
nft information therein, they befeech him, to penife the kaknder 
of particulan prefented- to htin with this remonftmnoc One xca«* 
fon whereof is, the not guarding the narrow ieaf» the regaiirf 
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IkTcape the notice of difcerning perfoHs ; and it 

is as tnaiiifeft, that Laud encouraged both. Tha 

parliament was perhaps too violent in their zeal 

Vol. n. Ggg for 

whereof is iii a miimer loft, the Bunkirkers continually tobbing* 
and fpoiliAg his Majefty*s fubjetSb. The principal caufc of which 
evils theyconeeiYe to be the exceflive power of the Duke ef Buck- 
xngham^ jUid the abufe of that power. And they fubmit i t to his 
Majcfty, whether it be fafe for fo great a power by fca and land 
to be in the hands of any one fubjedt? Nor is it pollible for a- 
ny one man to manage fo many and weighty affairs, of the king* 
dom as he hath . undertaken ; Tome of which would ^require the 
time and induftry of the ableft men of the kingdom* And they 
4eiire his Majefty to confider. Whether^ the Duke having fo abufed 
that power, it be fafe to continue him either in his great offices* 
or in his place of neamefs and counfel about his perfon? And 
they befeech his Majefty gradoudy to accept of this true repreien- 
tation of their prefent danger, and preliing calamities, and to re« 
ftore the fafety and bappinefs of thefe kingdoms. — ^RuJhvfwtVs CoL 

His Majeflfs Anfwer, 
Firft he takes hotice the Remondr^nce begins with religion, and 
the fears of a relapfe into popery : To fcatter thefe jealoufies, the 
king VoCdd have his iubje<£ts recoIle<£l what difficulties . and dan- 
gers he niet ivith, not many years flnce, on the fcore of religion : 
^hat his faith sind refolution ttras (till the fame; an^ that he was 
so lefs careful td guard againft innovation than thofe who feedied 
fo much diflurbed upon thai head : That the favour and relaxa- 
tion, granted tp fonie reeufants, was occ^fioned by the parliamei;it'$ 
refufing to fupply the neccffities of the government. However, up- 
on an exa£t eitquiry into matter of fa<£^, *twill be found j there it 
no fuch increafe of popery, nor any thing that looks like the 
pretended tbleration : That the commiffion, fo much complained of^ 
neither difpcfaces tvith any penalty^ nor reftrains the courfe of 
juftice . againft recufdnts. Their next fear arifes from the daily- 
growth of the Arminian faiSlJon : This is called a cunning way to 
bring in popery. But this charge the King looks on as a very 
injurious re(lie<^on upon his perfon and government : That it it 
iiot fit his (ubjeiSks fhould be led into a miftake by a parliamen. 
tary reraonftrance, or by any other means; as if his Majcfty is ci- 
ther fo i^orant in matters of reli^ous belief, or fo indifferent in 
maintaining them, as that any fingular opinion fhould grow up, 
or any fa^on prevail in his kingdoms, without his knowledge; 
iThat this was a fancy altogether without ground, and endcavoure4 
ID perfuadc the people the King ftcpt over the govewtfttat. That 
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for having the penal laws executefl againft the 
papifts; but it cannot be denied that Laud's 
zeal againfl the Puritans was (till more furious. 
The temper of the age was boifterous^ and who- 
ever 

tvrt} eminent prehter, attending his perfon, were ttaeh wronged ia 
being accufed without the leaft colour of proof produced aganft 
them: And that, fliould either thefi Bifhops, or aoy odters, at« 
tempt the altering of reh'gion, his Majeftj would quickly' animad- 
vert upon them, without ftaying for the Commons^ remonftraBce. 
To give a colour to their complaint, the people are hnandt te be^ 
lieve orthodox books have a reftraint clapped upon them} but dfer 
King is rery well aflured^ that *iuice the late parliament bcgan^ 
fortitt whom the remonibatice caU orthodox, had ventured upoa 
intolerable liberty in printing: That his Majefty's prodamatioix 
commanded both (idei to acquiefce and lic^ by till the paifion o^ 
men had time to cool and grow calm: Had- this order been du]|! 
obeyed, the nation had not been toft in che prelim t tempcft; Aft 
for the difcounten;|ncing good preachers, his Majefty knows none 
who can anfwer this characStef that lie under any iuch diftrefs : 
That it ihall be his Majefty's conftant cate to provide his people 
with fufficient guides for confcience and fpiiitual afliftance. And as 
for the church preierments in the crown, he has always endea- 
voured to bedow them upon induftry and deferti But then at 
the preferments are his Majefly's own, he {hall mal^e himfclf judge 
of the merit of perfons, and not be taught by a remonflrance. 

Then, with reference to Ireland, the King believes religion in no 
worfe condition in that kingdom than Queen Elizabeth left it : 
That his Majefly looks on the report of monaftries^ and othet fu- 
pcrftitious houfes, built and furniHied m Dublin, and other towna 
of note, as a great difparagement to his government : That hit 
deputy and council in that kingdom would not fufTer fucK hardjr 
innovations, {o diihonourable o God and the government, with* 
out acquainting l>im with it : And that he could not endure his good 
people fliould be thus impofed on with mifrelationi. And whereas 
•thd rcmonftrance lays ibme (bef^ on the circuraffaince of time, and 
ftts forth, that the true religion is undermined at home, and o- 
penly attacked in foreign parts at the unhappy jundlftre. To this 
his Majefty replies. The reformJition is fafe enough from any at* 
lempts at home, if thoie who fecm moft concerned for its fuppoit 
are not in a pra<^ce againft it : For while the intereft of religoa 
is thus faAioufly purfued, the heat of the conteft oftentimes teelts 
off the purity which *tu intended ta preferve; and that his Ma* 
jefty IK well aflurcd thefe violent diftcmpercd motions are none AC 
0od*i methods. Mufamirli's CtL' 
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c?er obtained power were" too regdy to ufe it 
to an extreme. Laud was but an ill politician, 
as well as a very fufpicious chriftian ; for if he 
meant to manage the nation by force and violence, 
he ought firft to have cotaGdered the probability 
of the attempt. There were at this time many 
perfon^ of eminence and abilities in the nation, 
whom he might have known ,to be of very dif- 
ferent principles from his, and wbo were alfo 
bold and adventerous ; thofe he ought either to 
have brought oyer to his party, or known how 
to have overcome, before he had Hiked his own 
charafter, and the fafety of his mafter. 

Laud was trapllated this year to the bi(hopric of 
London, and became the King's only favourite and 
chief counfellor j he obtained a declaration from 
Charles againft all difputes on the Arminian con- 
troverfy, which did little honour to its author ; 
it was full of confufion and equivocal expreffions, 
and did in hQ. contradid itfelf : it was intend- 
ed to 01ence the Qlviniils, and to prevent them 
from publiftiing any books a;gainft the court re- 
ligion. They underftood it in this lights and 
expreffed their diffatisfaftion - in a petition to the 
King,* wherein they complain of the reftraint 
they were laid undef by being prohibited from 
preaching the dodrines of God's free grace in 
eleftion arid predeftination to eternal life, accord- 
ing to the feventh article of the church; and 
that they were now brought to this dilema, either 
to wound their own confciences or fall under the 
Kjng\difpleafure. Charles took no notice of their 

G g g 2 petition 
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petition, but to (hew hi$ impartiality, called i)) 
all books on the Afminian controverfy, and a? 
mong the reft, (hofe of Montague and Manwar-r 
iog ; this was only a fcheme of Laud's, to ha^q 
a pretence to ruin the Puritans more efFe^ally ; 
for Montague and Manwaring received the royal 
pardon, and were preferred to the beft livings 
in the kingdom, while thofe who anfwered their 
books were flaged in the flar-chamber ^nd almoft 
ruined. Charles endeavoured todifguife his condud 
in the fame manner with regard to the papifls; 
for he iilued a proclamation againfl all pried^ 
and Jefuits,. and particularly againfl Calcedon ; 
but when thefe I'ecqfants were apprehended ia 
confequence of the royal proclamatiqn, commiffio-^ 
ners were appointed to compromife matters with 
them ; and foon after, Sir Richard Wefton, a no* 
table catholic, was created Earl of Portland^ an4 
made High Treafurer of England. 

W en the parliament affembled on' the twentieth 
of January, tjicy proceeded to examine grievan- 
ces, find held m^ny warm debates upon the ftatp 
of the nation, and thefituatioq of religion. Oliver 
Cromwel, Mr Rpufe,. and Mr Pym, were among 
the chief fpeakers in this parliament, ^d fever^l ~ 
other Gentlemen affiled them in fhefe debates* 
At laft they came into a refolution to enter into 
a vow and prpteilation ag^inft Armini^nifm.^ 

Bifhop 

• Tpe prfitefla^n of the Commns, 
Wc the CommoDs, aiTeipbled in parliament, do claim, proteft, and 
avow for truth, the fenfe of the attidct of rrligipn which were efta- 
bliilied by parliament in the thictecnth ypajr of our late Queen Eliza- 
beth, which, by tl^c public a<St of the church of England, and by the 
general and current expofition of the writers of our church, have been 
delivered unto us; and we icje«St the fcnfc of the Jefuits and Arminian^ 
and all otn;sr« that di^cr from \u 
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BiOiop Laud anfwered this proteftation^ but witk 
po (hadow of argument; his anfwers are felf* 
contradiftory, for one while he is for holding by 
the literal and grammatical fenfe of the articles^ and 
at other times altering every one of them to put his 
own fenfe upon them. Laud feems to have been 
of the fan^e opinion with Mr Collier^ who fays^ 
the articles have no eflabliihed fenfe ; but if this is 
really the cafe, impoiing of them is a great ab« 
furdity, A new controverfy arofe this year, which 
was the piccafion of the King's diflblving the par^ 
Jiament. The cuftom-houfe officers fcized the 
goods of thr^e eminent merchants, Mr Rolls, Mr 
Chambers, and Vaffal, for not paying tonnage and 
poundage. Mr Chambers was fined two thpufand 
pounds, befides lofs of his goods, fuffered fix years 
imprifonment ; the ware^oufcs of Mr Rolls were 
locked up, and he himf(^lf taken out of the houfe 
of commons and imprifoned. This occafioqed fome 
warm fpeeches againfl: the cuftom- houfe officers 
and farmers of the revenues ; but the King took 
all upon himfelf, by declaring, that they afted 
according to his orders. This was an. effeftuU 
way to fcreen his minifters from punifhment; as 
the law had acknowledged that the King can do 
po wrong, fo the parliament had no other alter- 
native, but either to fuffer their members to be 
plundered and imprifoned, or fall immediately up- 
on the King himfelf. When the King found that 
^hey were determined to proceed, he ordered the 
fpeaker to adjourn the houfe till the fixteenth of 
^rch ; but they detained him* in the chair till 

they 
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they made the following proteftation, (i) Who* 
foever ihall by favour or counceQance feem to in- 
troduce Popery or ArminiaDifm, (hall be reputed 
a capital enemy of the kingdom. (2) Whofoever 
(hall adyife levying the fubfidies of tonnage aod 
poundage^ not being granted by parliament^ fkaXl 
oe reputed ""a capital enemy. (3) If any mer- 
chant (hall voluntarily pay thofe duties, he iSiall 
be reputed a betrayer of the liberties of of Eng- 
landy and an enemy to the fame. 

The next day warrants were direAed againft 
Denzil HoIIis, Sir John Elliot, William Coriton, 
Benjamin Valentine, John Seldon, and other four 
principal members of the houfe to appear before 
{he counciL Four of them appeared, HoUis, Elliot 
Criton, and Valentine; but becaufe they refufed 
to anfwer out of parliament for what was faid in 
the houfe, they were committed to the towcn 
The ftudies of all the reft were ordered to be 
fealed up, and a proclamation iflued for appre- 
hending them, though they were ftill members 
of parliament, the parliament being not yet dif- 
folved- On the tenth of March the King dif- 
folved the parliament, with a very angry fpeech, 
calling feveral members of the lower houfe vipers, 
and other opprobrious names. All that Charles could 
charge the commons , with, was their holding the 
ipeaker in the chair after he ^ad given notice 
that the King had adjourned them, which his 
Majefty had no power to do ; for no King before 
James the firit had pretended to that right, and 

when it was aflumed, it was complained of as a 

breach 
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breach of privilege. 1£ the King had a power t0 
adjourn parliaments^ there could be no bufinefs 
done except he pleafed' to permit them to pro- 
ceed; for he might come in the middle of their 
debates aild adjourn thein whene?er he pleafed. 
The members already mentioned^ were fentenced 
to be imprifoned during the King's pleafure, and 
were accordingly kept under clofe confinement man j 
years. Sir John Elliot died in prifon a martyr 
for the liberties of his. country, Mr Holies was 
fined a thoufand pounds. Sir John Elliot two 
thoufand pounds, Valedtine fitre hundred pounds 
and two thouiand parks. 

Thefe proceedings of the King . ralfed greal 
Bdurmuring among the people, and created much 
antipathy againd Laud, who was . Tuppofed the 
amhor of all th&fe diforders. Lampoons and 
tnreateniug were ppfted up in different places, 
which exprefied the ienfe the nation had of Laud's 
tyranny, and Charles's arbitrary goyernment. , His 
Majefty, to juftify, his proceedings, publifhed a 
declaration of the^ caufes of his diffblving the 
parliament. This gave little fatisfa£iion, for the 
King had loft all credit with his parliament, and 
was but litde regarded by the nation. When he 
promiied to maintain the* true religion, and to 
fupport the conftitution, there were few who be- 
lieved him fmcere ; fo that his declarations in his 
dwn defence had litde effeA on the minds of his 
lUbjefb. As foon as he was fenfible that his laft 
dtdlaraden did not fettle the minds of the peo«- 
fi^ hd publiihed another to (Irike terror in their 

minds 
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tmd^ in thit declaration he threateo^ all pu 
lifliers of falfe reports, and fuch as fhould com- 
plain of the want of a pariiament, or prefcribe 
a time for his Majefty to affemble one ; by this 
declaration there was an end of the Englifh con- 
flitution for twelve years. 

England was now an abfolutd monarchy, and 
the King's proclamations, and orders 6f council 
were the laws of the land; th6 minifterS of ftatef 
npw iported themfelves \(rith the moft wanton 
adis of arbitray.^ powef, and fhe religious laws 
and liberties of England lay proftrate, being fwal- 
lowed up by popery and arbitrary domination. 

Doftor Prefton, a principal minifter ziabng the 
Puritans, died this year; he was born in Nor- 
thamptonfhire, in the parilh of Bugbrook, and 
was educated in King^s Cbllege, Cambridge, from 
whence he was afterwards fembved td Qt[een*« 
College, and admitted a Fellow of that honie.' 
He is faid to have been Very ambitious ' in his 
youth, but became afterwards a very humble 
preacher of the gofpeL When the King came to 
Cambridge, Mr Prefton was appointefd to difpute 
before him; the queftion Was, Whether brutes 
had reafon, or could make fyllogifms ? Mr Pref* 
ton held the affirmative, and gave for an inftance 
a hound, which coming to a place where three 
ways meet, fmells one way and the other, but 
not finding the fcent, futis with full cry along 
the third, concluding that the hare, not being 
gone either of the two firft, muft neceflarily be 
gone the third: This piece of fubtilty, fome hif- 
corians d&xm, would hare gained him preferment, 

pro- 
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p^dVided h£ Hdd fiot been ^ Puritaii/ but it would 
appear that the- audience ^hich admired this fo 
phiftry Wfere tiot good judges ; for the dog, fo 
far fi-om i^efafdning^ fc^owed his inftinA, which 
cold him^ 'without aiiy reafoning; that the hare 
%as gone' that way which he purfued, fo there 
%«ras no fyllogifm iia the cafe. The dog would 
liave readily explored ten ways inftead o( three, 
and never opened his moiith till liife feeling had 
affured him, that the hare .was- gone that way 
^hich hfe purfuedi Mr Prefton is juftly admired 
for whdt is of nio're value than fophiftry ;. he 
Was an honeft, rcKgious man, who' ftudied to in- 
ftruft and edify the church by found and Whole- 
Tome doflrine* The preferment- which he could 
have eipcQed from the court of Charles was un- 
certaiu and .precarious j but the teftimony of .a 
good cottfcienccf was an enjoyment which Would 
•endure to his evcrlafting emolundent. Mr Prefton 
tras mtfch envied by the clergy of the church int 
thofe times, on account of his gifts and popularity, 
but maintained a good confcience, and died in peace 
5n the foriy-firft year of his igt. He was one 
of the moft learned and . re^eftable of the Pu- 
ritan divines^ atid by the ccmfdlion of his enemies 
a man of good abilities. 

The ancieilt government of tbe nation x 
being now fufpendcd by the royal will ^ ^' 
and pleafure,' aiad no more- hopes of a refQnna^ 
tioii ent€rtained> the kingdom murmured, and no** 
thing but diKontfent prevailed ov6r the whole n«ion. 
Charles being now free from all reftraints fronpta 
•-•yoLII. , Hhh parliament, 


V 


( 43.4 .) 

.parliameDt, began to think of T^i£bg [monej in 
his own way. Inftead of the laws of the land, 
all public affairs ^ere tranfaded according to the 
pleafure of the King an4 his council; public 
proclamations fignified the will of the Monarch, 
which W4s to be obeyed upon the faighefl; pains. 
Tonnage and poundage were coUeAed .without 
a6ts of parliament^ And every impofl: which the 
Xourt thought proper to impofe* was enforced bjr 
the mere force of proclamation: the number of 
mono^Iies. was incredible^ there was no branch 
of property which was not* taxed. A millioa 
a year was raifed by", imports on foap, fait, can- 
dle, wine, cards, pins, leather, and coaFs; even 
old rag$ did not efcape being taxed, and grants 
were iflucd for weighing hay, for gauging red 
herring and butter cafks; for marking iron^ 
and fealing lace^ with feveral other capricious 
imports, which were never known in any free 
nation. His Majefty claimed a right, in cafes of 
neceffity to raife money on every thing he pleafed; 
and his pleafure was the fole rule of neceffity, 
"When the King wanted money, he obliged mca 
to lend him upon a fecurity which was as vari. 
able. as his own fickle inclination! letters under 
the privy feal was all ihe fecurity which was 
given ; this might eafily be reverfed by the fame 
will which gave the fecurity: fo it was the fame 
thing as robbing men^ to make them lend money, 
vbeb. there was no law by which they could, re- 
cover it, in cafe ^he debtor; i^ufed to pay. 
Oppc^on and arbitrary domination ruled now 

without 
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•^hout control ; and what aggravated the diitrefs^ 
ino perfoQ durft utter his complaint. without -beiog 
:punifiied for ddng it. The fmalleft furmife was 
liufficienit to caufe any perfon to lofehis libtefty/aod 
,€Ruc, and to niin him .'without redrefs.! , .. : 
The church was now : ruled with as arbitrary 
a iway as theiftate, for Land was. in a g^cat 
meafure governor of both, whi)fe influence was 
feverely fcit through the whoteiflaod. This af- 
-piring cfergyman attempted a fchcme to unite the 
•churches of /R(mie and Etigland, without thfe / 
: fmalleft regard to the rights of confciehce; ;ot 
!tbig laws of the land, and very feldom to' thfc 
icanons of the church, but carried all before thim- 
by force and violence. To bring about this, pious ') 
• defign, ^h'e began to ' introduce into the churches ,; 
'the trappings of popery, pi^ures, Images^ akar- f 
.pieces, and other^accouirementsof. Babelj to thcfe Y 
were added a number of pompous -ceremonies in \ 
< imitation of Rome. • The Puritans, wha did Uiat j 
approve of thefe fhreds of popery, were turned 
out of .the .churches, and driven out of the na- 
tion.. To. accompUfli this defign,: Laud prefented 
his Majefty with r certain confiderations for fettliqg 
the church, which were afterwards publifhed wifh 
-fome fmall variation, under the title of Inftruc- 
rions to the two Archbiftiops, concerning certain 
( orders to be obferved, and put in execution by 
the fcveral Bifliops. In thefe his Majefty com- 
' mauds, that his declaration concerning* the Pnc- 
' deftinarian controverfy be ftriftly obferved by all 
Icfturers^ and . preachers of afternoon feripons • 

H h h 2 cou*- 
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^XKQCerning whid^ he gave (he fplIoWiog inftnio^ 
tioDs ; ( i) That afternoon fermoos be changed iutq 
catechizing. (2) That cYery.lcfttirer pci&rm dlTin^ 
fervice in his furpljce and hood. (3) That m noarket 
(owns, leifihires: be iead by., grave cand orthodox 
diyines,: 9nd that thejr preach; ia^ gbvnsy and. not 
in cloaks. (4) That no k^turei^ibe.'adnutted who 
is not nirilling to ts^ the care of f(»)Is. (5) That 
the Bifhop take order, . that the. fentaons of the 
led^^rers be obierved* (6) That tipne under no- 
hkropa, and men qualified by hjt, Jkeep a pri- 
vate chaplain* (7) That care be taken that 
prayers and chatechizing be freqnetited a$ well 
as fermpns; of all which hk Majefty' requires an 
account once a year. 

In coniequence of ^tbefe inftrudipns, Laud fum* 
jnoned all the nuciilers and ledurers in and a- 
bout London, • and < made a folenm fpeech . tp tfaeno, 
Jnfifting upon their obedience; he likewife: .ient 
orders to bis archdeacons/ commanding them to 
fee that thefe inftruftions be obferytfd within .their 
juriidiftioBs, and. that they fend lifts of the feveral 
ledurers within their archdeaconry, as i well in 
places exempt as not exempt, .with the plaices 
wheife they preached, and their quality and de- 
gree ; as alfo the names of fuch gentlemen, as ber 
Jng not qualified, keep chaplains in their houfes. 
; The lefturers were in general ' Pbritans, who 
were npt difpofed to take the care of fouls, be- 
caufe they could not in confciedce conform to 
the church ; they were . for the moft part men 
. of popular talcnt^^ and edifying gifts; they h^d 

the 


ich^- ham of thcj pcopl? ^hq were ycg^y to ^&^ 
(o jth^ir doftrinef which created wch ^h4gi;ia in 
the bfieaft pf Lap4. : IJe> would oftcp. fay, they 
sy^re ;the; moft ^angej:quLcnemes o^ xbc: ^atc, 
l^eoHifej,Jbx.;tl}cir prcjrtrhingi an^ praying,: ijhey .a- 
wakcned the peopleV djfafeaion, /and ; thgrefprc 
IPI)/): be fupprcifcd. Arcfibifliop Abbpt ^wa$; pf a 
differeDi opinion^ ai^d lored tp encourage 4c$£)iir^ 
but he had loft^ all powei;, ai^d could dp.ilittlQ* 
In. th^/dio^efe of London Laufl procee<lo^ .witU 
fIgOQr, .and put dqwp :, many lcaui:er^; ...?41: ihfJ 
leftvirets, who preached pgaiflft ArWi^«ni/ri)£, WCTP 
Jupptiefled, and fuch a$ ,did not compJyvwjtb the 
^w ceremonies. Aleflrg ^ Rogers of j D^dhem^ 
JRoger^ of Wethersfi^ld, , . Hopker of, C^nasford, 
.White.: of Kflightsbridg?,, Arqhec, M?rtjin, ^ Ediw^rdi, 
l^ues. Pod,, Hilderlhaai, W^ard^.Sauuders, :6ardin^r, 
ypxley,, and many others^ . i i.v 

, Several n^inifters^ for^ unguarded exprjdOipds in 
their fermons, wer^ called ' before the hjgji com- 
xmSxaimt^^ find fufpetjded ^pd.. imprifoned* Mr 
Berpard of St Sepulche^s, aod Mr; Chaiiney of 
Ware,, were both called befoi:e; tlie high commif- 
• fion, and treated feverely. Mr Sipart, a preben- 
dary of Durham, and a.minifler of that.cjty,^ was 
Jmprifoned by the high cpmmiffion.of York this 
fumfoer, on account of a* fermoq he preached a- 
^gainfl images and pi£lure$, and the late ppmppus 
\Ceremojpies. JHe wa$ confined; for four month* 
before any articles were exhibited jagpipft him, 
jind detained five more, before any. proftor was 
f^Upwed biiQ, After he Wias fent backwards aqd for- 
wards 





< 43» ) 

tirards between York and IJohdoD, he was depriired 
cF his prebendary, degraded, excommuDicated,- fined 
of five huhdl-ed pounds,- and kept clofe jkifoner, 
where he cdniinucd for- eleven years, till he i^as 
fct at liberty by the* long parKaihent in one thou- 
fand fix* hundred and forty. . ^ 

The feverity of thofe' times forced many well 
•difpofed minifters' to- foffake thtk native coantrj, 
•and fdfek habkatidns where they might live in 
p ^uict ^and etyoy liberty. tx>wbrfhip -the Almighty 
'^' according to the diftates k)f their own mind. Many 
fled over to New England, and carried their fai- 
itiilie^ and effefts along with them. -^Several per- 
fons, of quality' and '- fufcftance about London, en^ 
.gaged in a defigti to fdttle a colony in Maffachu- 
lets ^ay, and for thii purpbfe obtained a char- 
.ter,- bearing date March 'the fourth, one -thou* 
fand fix hundred and twentj^-nine, wherein the 
^^eribns named, and air that (hould Hereafter join 
with them,' were made a body incc^porate and 
pblitie; by the name if the goveriiorrand com- 
pany of Maflkchufets Bay, in New England. -They 
were impoWelNBd to eleft their gbvefoor> deputy 

• governor, and magiftratcs, and make fuch Jaws 

• as Ihbiild bd conducive 'for the -good of the co- 
lony, provided they were not incOnfiilent with the 
laws of England. Free ' liberty of cotifcience was 
granted to < all who fbould flattie in thdfe^part$, 

\j' 'to wdrfhip God in their own way. Thefe new 
planters being all Purkans, made application to 

• Mr Higgins, a filenced rainifter in - Leicefterfhirc, 
' ' and Mr SkeltoO; another filenced- minifter in Lin* 

colnlhirc, 
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cdofiiirey to be their chaplains, and.di^ced!:tbetii 
to engage as mapy of their, friends, as were wil- 
Jing to embark with them.. ; They equipped, a 
fleet of fix fail of tranfporc;/ frpm four to twentjc 
guns, in which they carried about three hundred 
and fifty pafiengers, men^ women^ and children. 

They alfo carried, with them one hundred and 

• -•• ^-.-.. . . ^,. . .. i.*v,. 

fifteen head of cattle, as^horfes, mares . and. cow^. 
and fortyrone goats, fix, pieces of canon^ and ^, 
large quantity of ammunition^ and proyifion. The 
fleet failed qn the eleventh of May, and arriv^ 
on the twenty-fourth of Juno, at a place* callefl 
by the natives Neukeak,- but bythefe new fet- 
tlers,. Salem, ., which fignifies./^tf^^. , . 

As it was on account of religion that ^they left 
England, they proceeded firfl to eftablifh that 
form of. worfliip they thought moft agreeable to 
fcripture and their own confciences. On ^the fixth 
of Auguft they appointed a day for fafting, and 
formed themfelves into a i:cligiouS: fociety ; they alfo 
received thirty perfons into their communion, be- 
fore the whoie congregation, upon their profef- 
fing to adhere to a conf^on of faith, which they 
had all agreed to, and made them fign a cove- 
nant, the tenor , of which was: 

" We covenant with our Lord and one another. 
"We bind ourfelvcs, in the prefencc of /God, 

to walk, together in bis ways, according as he 

is plcafed to reveal himfelf to us 'in his bleffed 
" word of truth, and 3o profefs to walk as fol- 
^ lows, through the power and grace of our Lor4 
'* Jcfus Chrift. We avouch the Lord to be our 
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^ <§6d; and ourfclvts to be his people in die treth 
^^ and fimplicity' bf our fpirits. W« give oorfelres 
*' to^ the Lptd Jefus; and ttf the- word of his 
f^ gr^ce, for the teacHidg, rtiHrig, and fan£fif ying 
^ us, ib inattcrs of vircfrfhip and- converfaSlon, r^ 
*^ folying to rejed all canons and conftitotioa of 
** men's Worfliip. ' We ^romife to walk with our 
^* brethrein, with all watcHfulnefs and tendernefs^ 
*^ avpidftig jealoafies, fifpicions, backbitingSj ccn- 
^ furin^s, provogiogs, ' fecret rifings -of fpirit a- 
•* gainft theni 5 but in*' all offences, td follow the 
^* rules of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and to bear and 
^' forbear^ give and fofgive, as he hath taught us. 
^' In public rind private we will do nothing to the 
*' offence of the church, ; but will be willing to 
^^ tak? advice. for durfelv^s" and others, as occafion 
^' Ihall be prefented. . We will not in the congre- 
^ gatioii be forward, either to ihew pur own gifts 
*^ and parts of fpeaking, or fcrupling, or difco-^ 
^^ vering the wcaknefs or failings of our brethcrn, 
" but attend an * ordinary call thereto, knowing 
*' how much the Lord may be diflionoured, and 
*' his gofpel flighted, by our diftempcrs and weak- 
" ncfs in public. We 1>ind ourfelves to ftudy the 
" advancement of the goipcl in all truth and peace ; 
but in regard of . thofe who are within and 
without, no way flighting our fifter churches, 
but uiiDg their council as need fliall be ; not 
^' laying a ftumbling block before any, no not 
*' the Indians, whofe ^ good w6 defire to pro- 
'^ mote, . and fo tt) converfe, as we may gvoid the 
^' very appearance of cvij. We hereby proxmfe 

to 
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^ torttfiyotirielYes is all lawful obedience to thofe 
^ that arc oter Us ia church or commonwealth, 
^' knowing^ how well pleaiing it will be to the 
^ Lotd^ that they ihoald have encouragement, 
^ im their places by our not grieving their 
-'^fpirits bjr our irregularities. We refolve to 
*^ apprdive ourfelves to the Lord in our particu- 
'^ lar callings, fliunuing idlenefs as the bane of 
'^ any ftate ; nor wiH we deal hardly and oppref* 
*^ fingly with aqy wherein we are the Lord's 
^^ Itewards; Ptomiiing alfo, to the befl of our a-. 
*' bilities^ to teach pur children and fervants the 
*^ knowledge of God, and of his will, that they 
'* may fcrve him alfo^ And all this not by any 
'* ftrcdgth* of oiir own, but by the Lord Jefiis 
^ Chrift, whofc blood we defire may fprinkle this 
** bur covenant made in his name." 

After this they ehofc Mr Skelton their Paftor, 
Mr Higginfon their teacher, and Mr Houghton 
their ruling elder, who were fet apart .to their 
feveral offices, by' the impofition of the hands of 
foinc of the brethren appointed by the church to 
that wbrki This new colony met wiidi gr^t 
hardihips at firft, many of them died ; Mr Hough- 
t(Mi and Mr Higginfon were carried off the firft 
winter, with near * a hundred more ; but ne»t 
firaimer they were recruited, by a frcfh fuppljr 
from England, of two hundred minifters and geS- 
tleinen, whidh the violence of Laud forced td 
leave their native country. During the twelve 
years of Laud's t3rra(iny, near fotir- thbufand plan- 
tere went over frou Britain, who' laid> the fouo- 
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.dation of feveral fmall towns and Tillagts up and 
down the country, and carried over with them 
in materiahy money, and cattle, to the value of one 
.hundred and ninety-two thoufand . pounds, befides 
the merchandize which was fent over with them 
to traffic with the Indians. It was computed upon 
the whole that the fettlements in New England, 
at Plymouth, Maffachufets Bay, Connecticut, and 
New Haven, all which were accompli(hed before 
the beginning of the civil wars, drained England 
.of four or five thoufand pounds in money; and 
fit was reckoned, that if the perfecution of the 
Puritans had continued twelve years longer, a 
fourth part of the wealth of the kingdom would 
V have been carried to New England. There were 
upwards of fevcnty minifters, all perfons of learn- 
ing and character, who had fettled in America be- 
fore the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
forty, and became paftors of churches in thefe 
colonies. 

The afl^irs of church and ftate in Eng- 
'. ' 3^* land grew^jvorfe and worfe; Laud rulal 
the nation with a rod of iron, and none eicaped 
•his tyranny ;who were not abfolute dupes to his 
capricious humour. This year Davenant, Biihop 
of Salisbury was brought to trouble for a . fermon 
he preached before the King, from Rom. vi. 2 3. 
'^he gift of God is eternal life^ through Jejiis 
y£hrift our Lord This was confidered as an a&ont 
jto the King, for the very text was conftniAed 
•as an infult, being contrary to the Kmg's injunc- 
tions latidy publiihed by proclamation. The 
^ . Biihop 
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Bifhop^ vus obliged to acknowledge his oStncCp 
and foon ,after to retire from court ; for 
.fim of this fort were unpardonable with the King 
and Bifhop Laud. Several other miniflers were 
at this time called before the high commiiliony 
and deprived for preaching upon prcdcftination, 
fuch as Mr Madye, Dr Burges, Mr White, Dr 
'Prideaux> Mr Hobbs, and Mr Cook, who had 
no mercy Ihewed them by the commiffioners. 

But Dod^or Leighton, a Scots divine, father 
-of the famous Bifhop of that name, met with 
the hardeft fate. He had publifhed, during the 
fitting of the laft parliament, ^n jdppeal to 
Parliament; or, Zion*s Plea againji Prelacy) in 
which he had ufed fevcral freedoms with the 
Queen and the Bifliops, which were accounted 
rude and indlecent: He called the Bifhops men V^ 
of blood, and the Queen a daughter of Heih ; 
but fpoke refpeftfuUy of the King, ^ and faid, he 
was abufed by the Bifliops. Though all he faid 
was true^ many moderate people have blamed him 
for his rudenefs and indecency of ftile, and the 
fevere farcafms he threw out againft the Kfliops; 
but this much may be faid in his vindication, the 
Bilhops at this time were generally mere tyrants, 
void of all true religion and humanity, who, to 
maintain their power, honour, and jurifdiftion, 
perfecuted the innocent, and ruined many honefl: 
families, merely becaufe they could not facrifice their 
cohfciences to their pleafure; they might very 
juftly be called men of blood. The Queen wss 
a bigptted p^pift, and a daughter of France, 
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which Lcightpn refers to by calling her a tfapg&r 
ter of Heth, whom he thought it was as incoii-- 
fiftcnt for the King, being a protefbint, to many^ 
as it would have been for Jacob tp marry a 
daughter of Heth, who was g heathen. Ldgfa- 
ton appears to have \>cta a man who was bg^ 
difppfed to flatter great men^ but told the truth 
at all hazards ; he did not facrifice truth 
to delicacy, as is too common with the greateft 
part of mankind, but fpoke his min^d without 
•confidering confequcnces. But fuppofing that Lcighr 
ton was a little indelicate in his manner of w^r 
ling, it is dill as manifefl: that his enenue^ were 
more indelicate in their manner of punilhing him. 
The decree of the ftar-chamber concerning dpflor 
Leighton will fland as a monument, to all fu? 
lure ages, of the wickednefs of Laud, and the 
tyranny of that arbitrary court. It would make 
the greatcft favage fhudder to read it, apd yet 
Bifhpp Laud pulled off his hat and thanked God 
when it was paffed. The whole fund of lan- 
guage is not fufficijent to exprefs the wickeddefs 
of fuch a wretch, as could thank his maker for 
a fentbnce which heathens would blu(h to read, 
and tremble to execute. That fentencjc for which 
Bifliop Laud thanked God, was, f* That doftor 
^* Leighton ihould be committed to prifon for 
** life, and pay a fine of ten thoufand pounds ; 
f^ that the high commiflion (hould degrade him 
f' from his miniftry ; that he Ihould be bropgbt 
** to the pillory at Weftminfter, while the court 
f* was Citing, and be whipt ; after whipping to 
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^ bt fet oa the pUlofy, a conTenicnt time; aad 
^ have ope ojF his ears ci^t off, one fide of his 
•^ aofe iHt^ and be branded on the fape vndi a 
^double SS for a fewer of ieciiticm; ti^at thca 
^'he ihould be carried back to pri^, and after 
f^ a few diays be plloried again a focond time in 
f^ Qieapfide^ and be there likewife whipped, and 
^' haye the other fide c^ his uofe flit, and his 
^^ other ear cut o^ and then be ikxit up in prifon 
f ' for the remainder of his life/* 

Leighton made his efcape out of prijGbo, but 
was retaken in ^.Bedfordihire, and bropght back xo 
the fleet, and faffered part of his feutence oo 
Friday the fixth of November. Laud was fp fpnd 
of this, barbarous fentence, that he has fet it 
(down in his diary. Thefe arq the Biihop^s own 
words, — ^"(i) He was fevcrely whipped before he 
." was fet on the pillory. (2) Being fet on the 
5^ pillory, he had one of hi? ears cut off. (3) 
5' One fide of his nofe (lit. (4) Branded on the 
f* cheek with a red hot iron, with the letters 
f * S SL On that day fe*nnight, his fores upon 
f' his back, ear, nofe, and face, being not yet 
f* cured, he was whipped again at the pillory, in 
f' Cheapfide, and had the remainder of his fen- 
*' tcncc executed upon him, by cutting off his 
f' other car, flitting the other fide of his nofe, 
^* and branding the other cheek.'' He was then 
carried back to prifon, where he continued in 
clofe confinement for ten years, till he was re- 
Icafcd by the long parliament. The doftor was 
jbetweea forty and - fifty years of age when he 
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faflered this fevere fentence. He was a man of 
low ftature, fair complexion^ a perfon of great 
abilities, and a fine fcholar. His long confine- 
ment hurt his health, and ruined his conftitutioo, 
fo that when he was releafed, he could hardly 
walk, fee, or hear. This great man's fuffering 
moved the compaifion of many, and it mufl be 
. allowed that his cafe was truly pitiable^ 
^ As Bifiiop Laud was exceeding ikilftil at con- 

triving a tragedy, he was likewife very expert 
at afting in a comedy, and performing a farce. 
He had this year an opportunity of difplaying 
his talents to the utmoft on the comic theatre : 
St Catherine Creed's church, in the Strand, be- 
ing lately repaired, was fufpended from divine fcr- 
vice till it was confecrated. Laud fet apart one 
fabbath morning to make it holy; the i6th of 
January was the day when this comedy was 
afied. The Bifhop came, with feveral of the 
high commiflioners, at nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing; when he approached the weft door of the 
church, which was guarded by armed men; fonac 
perfons who were appointed to aft a part in this 
farce, cried, with a loud voice. Open, open yc 
cverlafting doors, that the king of glory may 
come in; and prefently the doors being opened. 
Laud, with fome doftors and principal men, en- 
tered. As foon as they were come within the 
church, his lordfliip fell down on his knees, 
and with his eyes lifted up, and his arms fpread 
abroad, faid. This, this place is holy : this ground 
is holy, *in the name of the Father, Scwi, aqd 

Holy 
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Holy Gboli^ I pronounce it holy. Then walkmg 
forward, towards the chancel, he took up foine 
of the duft, and threw it feveral tim^s in the 
air ; when he approached near the rail of the 
communion table, he bowed towards it fire or 
fix times, and returning, went round the church, 
with his attendants, in proceflion, faying, firfl: 
the hundred, and then the nineteenth pfalm, as 
prefcribed in the Roman pontifiicaie. He then 
read feveral colle<£ls, in one of which he prays 
the Almighty to accept of that beautiful building, 
and concludes. Thus we confecrate this church, 
and feparate it to thee as holy ground, not to 
be profaned any more to common ufe. He prays 
further, ** That all that fliall hereafter be buried 
** within the circuit of this holy and facred place 
/' may reft in their fepulchrcs in peace, till 'Chrift's 
^' coming to judgment, and may then rife to eter- 
*^^nal life and happincfs/' After this, the Bifhop, 
being near the communion table, took a written 
.book in his hand, and pronounced curfes upon 
thofe who ihould hereafter profane that holy place, 
.by mufters of foldiers, or keeping profane courts; 
and at the end of every curfe, he bowed with 
his face towards the eaft, and faid, Let all tbc 
fecple fayy amen. When Laud had ended his 
curfes, which were about twenty, he pronounced 
a like number of blefEngs, upon all that had any 
hand in framing or building of that facred and 
beautiful church, and on thofe that had given, 
or ihould hereafter give any chalices, plate, or- 
naments, or mcnfjss and at the end of every 

blcifin^ 
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VkAttgbe bowed towardi the eaft^ attd i^ Xjs^ 
tf // tbe fe&pk faj^ anun^ After all dus nScaAoiB 
fionfenfc^ a ferm^Mi focceede^^ and then tbe 
facramene^ which the Rfbop cofifecrated ttd ad- 
minUtred in as hidicrofn a manner as be had ccx^ 
lecrated the chnrcb. Laud appears to kiTe been 
difpofed \o give his Maker fen for noHhip spoD 
this fabhathy fot" e^erj piece of ps^eantry feea 
to have ont-done another on this fardcal oecafioa 
When he approached the altar^ he made five or 
fix bows, and coming np to the fide (^ it, where 
the bread and wine were covered, he bowed 
feven times ; then, after reading many prayers^ he 
came near the bread, and after gently lifting up 
the doch, beheld it, and immediately let fall the 
napkin, and retreated a ftep or two, and made 
three low obeifanees. His Lordfhip then advan- 
ced, and having uncovered the bread, bowed 
.^ree times, as before; then he laid his hands 
on the cup, which was^fbll of wine, wkh a cover 
upon it, which havingf let go, he flepped bach, 
.and bowed three times towards it; then he came 
near again, and lifting up the cover of the cupy 
looked into it, and feeing the wine^ he let fall 
the cover again, retired back, and bowed as be^ 
fore; then the elements were confecrated^ and 
the Biihop, having firft recdved, gave it to fome 
prindpal men, in their furplices, hoods, and tip- 
pets; after which, many prayers being faid, the 
ceremony of confecrating was ended. In the 
fame manner he confecrared St Giles's church 
next day^ though divine fervice had been per- 
formed 
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rormdd 'in it for three or four' years. Several 
other . chijrcheS and chapel$, which had been built 
* long before, ^nd had been confidered as . lawiiil 
places of worttiipV were, by Laud's order,, ftiut 
up till they were confecrated: fuch was Laud's 
humour for confecr^ting houfes.' * Confccratine 

churches was a new thing to the people in Eng- 
land: and, from tHe reformation, accounted a 
needlcfs, fuperftitipus jpra&ice* It appears to havq 
proceeded from the vain' fuper/litipus fumes of, 
diforderly imaginations, or to have been intended 
by politicians to caufe the ignorant populace pay 
reverence to the clergy, who had fuch. quantities 
pf holinefs to communicate, as could pierce the 
very walls of houfes, an^ enter, fp -many. foot deep 
into the' earth. There is no warrant from reve- 
Jation for this comical praftice under the N^ 
TTjeft'ament ; ai^d of old times, under the law, 
^.confecration of houfes belong^ pot to the.prieft«, 
but to the King. . This ftrangc^ form of fanftjfy- 
jng bouies upon the Laudean plan, has more 
jhV appearance of witchcraft, than religion; for 
one. might venture to pronounce, ^that/any per- 
ion who is Far gone in the belief of witchcraft, 
and who had never fe?in the ceremony of a 
church's fanftificatibn, woul^ immediatdy conclude, 
that the'Bifliop was going to raife the deviL . It 
will appear ftrange .to' all perfons who. have got 
the better of the Ihackels of fuperftition, that; 
men of learning and common fenfe, fliould take 
ple^fiire in fopperies, which h^ve no other ten- 
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. dcncy than to dcbafe the I^qma^ v«^derftaod- 
ing, and render religion ridjculpus. 

The nation was now plagued with rp- 
^ * pairing the Ihells of churches, xvhile the 
fubftantial part was neglefted ; every denomination 
of people were obliged to give money to pay for 
creating the apoftles, and making the Virgin 
Mary. Paintings, ciryings, altars, crucifixes, can- 
dlefticks, images, and yeftments were now to be 
provided for thefe holy places which Laud had fane- 
tified, and the whole form of imagery, which 
adorned St Peter's, at Romp, Was now preparing 
for St Paul's*, at London. Laud was fond of 
imagery, and as foon as he was tranilated' to Lam- ( 
^ beth, he caufed the painting in [the windows of j 
the chapel to be repaired. In one pane of a win- I 
dow there had beea the plfture'pf Chrift cru- 
cified, with a fcuH, ^nd dead men's bpiies under 
it; a balket full* of tools^ ?rid nails, ^ith the 
high prieft, and his officers on borfeback, an^ 
the two thieves on fo«t^ In the neit were the 
two thieles on croffes; Abraham offering up his 
fon Ifaac, and the ^ brazen ferpent upon a pole. 
In other panes were piftures of Chrift rifing out 
of the ^rave, and afcending imp hejiven, with 
his difciples kneeling around himj the defcent of 
the Holy Ghoft on the apoftles, in the fhape 
of cloven tongues; God's giving the law upon 
mount Sinai; his coming down from heaven at 
the prayer of Eliiha; Chrift, and his twelve a- 
poftles, fittmg in judgment on the world. In o- 
ther parts were painted the Virgin Mary, with 

the 


iht h^kt Chrift fuckitig ^t her bteaft; thetriTe 
Hien .from the eaft^ coming to adolre him; the 
haioiy of the ^ntii]fciatfon> with the pifture ©£ 
ibt Virgin M^ttyy arid of the Holy Ghoft dver- 
{fcadbwittg her, tbgfether^ with the bJrth of our 
Saviour; aJl thefe werfe repaired, and rcftored 
iiccording to (he Roman miffale, ^d beautified 
hf the B5fti6p*$ order, and at his expence. The 
Bfce was don'e in all other prindipal churches an(i 
chapels, fiidi as Whitehall, and Weftminfter, both 
tbfe Univferfities : this was charged againftLaud at 
fefe triil. 

Biftiop-Laud' had been chofen chancellor of 
the uflfire^fity of Oxford the year brfore. Where 
thte Puritans fooi gaTe hii!n uneafinefs. Many of 
the ttiafters iiafcrt charged with pi'eachmg againft 
Aiftinianifm, and the new ceremonies; among 
rhefe were Meflh Hill, Ford, Giles, Hodges, and. 
others. Mr Hilt niade a pqblic Recantation, and was 
releaifedj but the 'r^ift wfere not fo fooh cleared. 
Thcfe divides weire convened before the vice chancel- 
lor, Dr Smith, as offenders againft the King's injunc- 
tions, but appealed to the proftors, who received 
their appeal. Upon this, the chancellor complained 
to the King, and procured the caufe to be heard 
before his Majefty at Wobdftbck, where Ford 
and Hodges were fentended to be expelled the 
univerfity, and both the proflbrs deprived for re- 
ceiving their appeal. The reft receivcH a fharp 
rebuke, and admonition; ibme of them i-ecanted 
and read their recantation, but Mr Ford retired 
to his friends in Devonfhire, where he was cal- 
td to be Icfturer at Plymouth, but could not 
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* admitted, .on apcpu?t of . an CTprcfs : orcfcr 'from 

the court to r^jeft him. ^ Wh^t.was ^ a great 

bardlhip upgnVthe Puritan : imiiifte«, th^y .were 

not allowicd to vindicate^ jheir. own charafter; for 

when their crimes^wercfaidtobie enormous, they 

were not permitted to i:now what yras alledged 

againft themj^ but their'^. charafters. Werp left to 

the mercy of compipn fame,^ ^aiid the furmifcs of 

ill-riatured people, who . were rcaqy to . receive the 

report ofj the higb cbmmiffioneFs, ,as. a fufEcient 

ground for publifliing - the moft malicioqs ftories, 

\ This year fundry eminent divines removed to 

New England, and, amo^g others,- t}ie famous Mr 

Elliot; who, , by his .own indqftry, acquired the 

Indian language, and tranftated the bible into it, 

by which means. ,he was an iqftrument ^ of con- 

t % ****** ' .4^ 

vertmg a great., itiaoy heathens to chriltianity, and 
^id great ferviqe to religion in ihofe parts. A-. 
l!>out this time died two .eminent . Puritan minifters, 
ideflrs Arthur .Hilderiham apd . Robert Bolton ; 
tlie firft educated in Chrift's College, Cambridge, 
aiid the i. latter in - Brazen-nofe Colleee, Oxford : 
Hildcrfliam was famous for bis r fteady ajtaehracnt 
to his principles in the. raidft. of much trouble 
and perfecution: and Bolton for hisJearninc:, and. 
awakening mariner of preaching. Thej Puritans 
lamented, the lofs of thefc two .qotable ,men, and 

all who knew tlieir worth wcrq- forry at their 
<3eath. 

1622 B'fli^P Laud,- who grew more wicked 

^ * as he grew old, went on in his career 

of tyranny and oppreflidn. The inore cffeflually 

to 
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to ruiQ; thS) Puritans^ and ioforce cOnformUy ta 
the .qbiirqh, he this yedr was guilty of. a mod 
airoqiousortbbcry.. A numbjcr of gcptkmen, who 
were JFwqdi; tO;; rpligipn, a^d loved ,to promote 
thegofp^l^ had ,purcbafe0 fevcral .iippFopriatioos, 
which were in the handis of the laity;* the profits 
Qf whi<;h were parcelled out into fmall falaries of 
forty ox : fifty ppund^ a year^ for the fubfiftence 
of Iedi;ife&. ;The mpney.Mras lodged ]i!i the hands 
of feveral gentlemen. 4nd. jioinifters in truft^ for 
the above, purpofe^ , upder the name and defigna- 
tion. of .Feoffees. There were jat this time three 
thoufand eight hundred and forty*five pariih 
churchy, appropriated ,to colleges- or cathedrals, 
or impropriated as lay fees i;o private perfons, 
having formerly belonged tp abbeys. 

The gentlemen • above-mentioned^ dealt only 
in the latter, and already bought in t thirteen im- 
propriations, which coft .them above five -thpufend . 
pounds.- Moft peoplf thought this a.. very, com-; 
mendabte defign, and wifhed well to , the . under- , 
taking;* but Biihop Laud viewed the matter in 
a difFereqt. light) and reprefcntcd . them . to the 
King as ji confpiracy againft the church, bccaufe* 
they did ^not reftorc the impropriation^, which, 
they h^d V purchafcd to the feveral livings, but. 
kept ihpm in their ,own hands, (ot the en- 
couragement of fa^ious and fcdiuous * lc(flurers, 
who were dependent ,on their patrons, and liable 
to be turned out if they neglefled their duty. 
He added,, that the feoffees preferred chiefly non- 
conformifl miniilers, and. placed them in the moil 

popular 


( 454 ) 

popahf fifai'ket tovms, where ch>^ dBd at gresir 
deal of mifchief to the hieirarcby of the churtb. 
For tbefe reafons an bformadon tt^ bfoi%ht ^^ 
garnft them> in the exchequer^ by the aefomey- 
gCDeral, as zn unlawful fbciety^ formed i&to a 
body corporate without a grant from the King^ 
for purchaiing tedbri^^ tithes, prebendaries^ &c» 
which were regiftered id a book, and the pro- 
fits not employed a$ by law they oughts Mir 
Attorney feems to have forgot that there was 
BOW no law 5 the will of the fbtcreign was all 
the law which now exifted, and he raighi as well 
have faidy that it wa^ contrary to the mind of 
the King and Laud, for any perfon to do What 
they were not pleifed with. The defendants of- 
fered their defences, but they might a^ well have 
fared theftifelves the trouble, for' the ceurt can<» 
celled their feoffment, and confifcated their pur* 
chafe to the King, and the purchafers Were fined 
in * the ftar-chamber : but the profecutidn was 
dropt as too invididus, for it appeared in court, 
by the receipts and disburfments, * that the feof- 
fees were out of pociket above one thoufand pounds. 
This invidious profecution brought great odiumi 
upon Laud, whofe chancellor told him oii this 
occafibn, that he was miferably cenftired by the 
Separatills ; upon which he made this reflexion 
in his diary. Pray God give me patience, and 
forgive them. His Lordlhip had more reafon to 
have alked forgivenefs for himfelf, for it is ma- 
nifeft that he was the offender, and the author 
of this unjuft pcrfecution; but Laud had long 

before 
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before ihakea bands with his nuker^ and was 
determined p proceed in his own courfe, contrary 
%o his exprefs laws and coromgnyfmenfs^ There is 
nothjipg more exprefsly contrary to tb? fpirit of 
ipbriftianity than cr^elty and perfecutioni aod who- 
ever breathes a perfecuting difpofition^ declares that 
^ey do . pot . i^nderftand the fpirit of the gofpel. 
Siiiop Laud notwithftanding all the jufl: re- 
flexions thrown forth againft him, purfuod his 
plan of policy, . on which, he ingrafted a fyftem 
of barbarity unknown to former ages, Britain 
had formerly experienced the cruelty of pap'ifts, 
and the proteftants had feyerdy felt the ^ranay 
of Rome; bnt it had never bera known in aiiy 
preceding age, that people agreed in the ma- 
terial points qi religion^ perfecuted one another 
for comfcien(:e fake. Men were now fined apd 
imprifoned for preaching againft popery, as if it 
had been a fin to di&ent from the church of 
Rome-; the perfecutors now afted the part of rob- 
bers and thieye«, who, as foon as they bad men 
in their power, fpunged them of their money and 
goods as if it bad been no fin to fteaL Mr 
Hayden was ftript by the T^ihop or Norwich of 
his horfe, money, aqd papers, and (hut up in 
prifon for thirteen wedks. After Hayden was at 
liberty, he ventured to preaqh xxxrafionally, with- 
out being reftored ; for which he was fent to the 
gate-hou(e by Laud, from thence to brulewel, 
where he was whipt and kept to hard labour: 
here he was confined in a cold dark dungeon for 
a whole winter; being chained to a poft in the 
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tmcldle of a room^ with irons on his hands and 
feet, hiaving ab other food except bread and water, 
and fome ftraw to Ire ' on. ' This was feverity 
which in thofe tiiAes Was not exercifed upon felons^ 
and fhews what was the temper of tHe Bifhops in 
thofe days; * '' 

J Henry SherfieH, Efq; a Barrifter at"^ law of 

Lincoln's Inn, and Recorder of the cityofSarum, 
was ' tried at the ftar-chamber for ^n offence which 
Laud could not forgive. Sherfield had made free 
with fome painted glafs in one of the windows 
of St. Edmonds diiirch in Salisbury, for which 
Tie fiiffered feverely. There was painted in this 
window which the Recorder removed, feven pi Aires 
of God the Father, in form of a litrie cild man in a 
blue and red coat with a pouch by his fide ; one re- 
prcfenting him creating the fuq and moon, with a pair 
of compaffes, others as working on the bufinefs of 
the fix days'creation, and at laft^fitting in an elbow- 
chair at reft. Many weak people when they paft 
did reverence to the window, bccaufe, they faid, 
the -Lord their God was there. This made the 
Recorder to move the veftry to take dowp the 
Window and fet up a new one in its place, which 
was granted in* prefence of fix jufticesof the 
peace.' feme time after Mr Sherfield broke the 
t)iftures of God the. Father with his ftaiOF, an ac- 
count of which was carried to London, and an 
information exhibited againft him in the ftar-cham- 
ber, becaufe he had done this without confent of 
"the Bifhops, and in contempt of epifcopal.' au- 

' "thority. 
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t!idrity; This fupcrftitious pane \tr^J iiiagDificd 
as a fair and ahciept hiftory of che Creation, which 
had ftodd fdi* fbiric hundred years, and Mras a 
great bniament to the thurch, and it was allcdged^ 
that this prophane aft might endourage other fchif- 
xtiacical pei*rQns to coniitiit the like outrages. Mr 
Sheffield in his defence, affirms^ that the church 
of St Ednuihd's w^s a lay tee> and exenipted 
from the jurifdiiMoh of the JBifliops ; that he with 
the i*eii of the parifhionei-s hid lawfnl power to 
take down the glafs } and that it Was agreed by 
the veftry that the glals fhqpld be Changed, and 
the window made new, and accordingly he took 
d quarry or two In a 4uiet and peaceable ihanner; 
but he avers, that the true hiftory of the Crea- 
tion was not contained in that window, but a falfc 
and impidus one; God the father was painted^ 
like In old man with a blue coat and a pair of ..^; 

Compafles, to fignify his cbmpafling the heavens ,M 

and the earth. In the fourth days work, there 
teere foiils of the air £ying up from God their ma^ 
ker, which {hould have been the fifth day. In the 
fifth day^s work, a naked man is lying upon the 
earth afleep, Ivith fo much of a naked woman^ 
is from the knees Upward^ growing out of his 
fide, which (hould bdve bded the fixth ddy : {<^ 
that the hiftory is falfe. Sherficid alfo proves 
from fcripture> that images of God the Father 
are unlawful, and from the laws of the land, 
that, they were prohibited in England. Laud^ 
could hardly make any teply to this de- 
fence, yet he endeavoured to cxcufe the painter, 
VoLIL Lll by 
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by faying, that God the Father was called in 
fcripture the ancient of days ; but addol, 
that for his own part, he did not approve o£ 
piaurcs of invifible things ; but he infiftcd 
that Mr Sherfield had taken them down in con- 
tempt of epifcopal authority, for which he moved, 
that he (hould be fined a thoufand pounds, and 
removed from his recorderfiiip of the city of Sa- ' 
rum ; that he be committed clofe prifoner to the 
fleet till he pay his fine. To all which the court 
agreed except the fine, which they reduced to five 
hundred pounds, which was certainly too much 
for the offence. * 

Mr Workman, LeSurer of St Stephen's church, 
was alfo called to an account for preaching agarnll 
images and piAures in churches, and deprived 
of his livelyhood^ he was neither permitted 
to teach fchool, nor to praftice phyfic, or 
difcharge any office by which he could make bread 
for his family, which threw him into a ftate 
of melancholy, that put an end to his days. 
Bifhop Laud had now fecured . both the pulpit 
and the prefs ; he commanded his chaplains to 
expunge out of all books, that came to be licen- 
fed, fuch paflages as found fault with paintings, 
carvings, drawings, gildings, ertfting, bowing, 
or praying before images and piflures. This was 
proved againfl him at his trial by the evidence of 
Dr Featly. 

This tyrannical Bifiiop was not fatisfied to ex- 
crcife his power over the fubjefts of Great Britain 
at home, but veanted to extend his jurifdi£tion o* 
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ver the Englilh faaories beyond fea. The Eng- 
1101 church ac Hamburgh, and thofe in Holland^ 
managed their affairs according to the form of 
the Genera difcipline. This was a grievance to 
Laud, who wanted to be univerfal di^tor to all 
the churches. He feot his orders to thofe faAo* 
ries to coniform to the Engliih Difciplinc, an4 
wrote particularly to Delft, that it was his Ma- 
jefty's pleafure, th^ir ininiilers ihould in 4!! things 
conform to the doctrine smd difciplin^ of the church 
of England, and ^ to all the orders prefcribed . in 
the canons, rubric, and liturgy;, and that the 
names pi fuch as were refractory, fhoyld be fent 
oyer to him. But he was not able to fuccec4 
in this attempt,, for thefe focieties were uudcf 
the prptp^iqii Qf the States, and beyond Laud'5 
jurifdiftioq. 

Pr Abbot, Ar^hbifliop of Canterbury, ^ 
died this yes^r, and was fucpeeded by Laud ^^' 
Biihop qf IfOtfdqn. Abbot was a man of a peace? 
able dilpolition, and averfc tq all perfecutibn; hq 
loved religioa in his heart and was forward to pro- 
mote it by all means in hi$ power, but w^s no;: 
in favour ?t court^t and could not therefor^ 
ocecute his pqrpofes. He was a man of cqa- 
fiderable l^n^iqg and p^f'ts, sgid pious in bis whole 
4ep9rtment ; he purfped. the true iqterefls of his 
puntry, apd oppofed thq meafu^es qf the courts 
for which reafoq he was difgraced, and turned 
put of favour, and h^ ^been^^ by the court hifT 
fQri^QS, accounted 9 pe^on of morofe principles :^ 

* Qarendon. 
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He was a Calvitxif}: in his prinpples, which ww 
fufficient to render him unacceptable tp the KJn^ 
and the c;Qurt divines ; his memory wjll, howevc^i, 
be dear to all who loYC the civil w^ religious 
liberties of their country. Had Charles purfu^d h|s 
counfelsy he might have prevented the many cvife 
that afterwards happened to his own familyi ancl 
the whole kingdom. 

Laud being now preferred to Cantcrbdry, be 
was at the height of his glory; fbr he was now 
metropolitan pf all Epgl^nd, Cbapceljpr of the 
ILTniverfities of Oxfpr^ v>d Dublin, Privy Conn- 
cellor fpr England and Scotland, f\f^ Commit 
jioner of the^ Exchequer, ^nd pne* of the cprat 
xnittee for trade and of the King's revenues : He 
was ^Ifo offerecj a Cardinal -s cap, but refufe^ 
it, bccaufe he faid there w^s fdmething in him 
I* whicjb would npt. buffer it, tilj Home wa? o?Ker- 

# -^ wife than it then .was. But though there .wa§ 

fomething in him which hindered hJpi frpm acr 
cepting a Cardinal's bat, yet his cpp£cie6pe V^s 
not fp njce V7jih regard to prpfanin^ the fab- 
bath day: his antipathy tp Calvinifm madjp hira 
encourage immpr^Hty; fpr, becaufe the Piif^tan? 
were ftrift in keeping the fejibarh, tp , Ihcw* hi$ 
pppofitron to them, he encouraged. ^11 fpx^ pf pfQ- 
fane and idle diverflpns pn that* day, Cpmplain^ 
feeing made tp the judges of aflize, when they 
went the weftem circuit, pf the greqt jpcbnveT 
picncies which arofc from rcycls, chufeb ales, 
and clerk ales s>n the Lord's day, • jfufticc Ri.chr 
ardfon, and Baron Denham, the two hukfes in 
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jhat circuity ina4e an prd|.y.for fti^effing A^, 
?nd appojnt.e^ the clerjcs ^ w, . le^v^" cpgi^^-pf . thf 
order with evsrypari.fl^ miniftcr. vlip,^^ wgj^^ 
a note under h^ hap.(J tjf, "pqWiih.' K- y^^^jy 99 
the firft Sunday of February, ^pd t^.$ t^^ ^}3^^, 
(days before Ejiftcr. ' Upop return' Qf.Jje !?|c,cvvi^ 
the iijdges ' r^jjurred an* jiccoiinty 9!^ tt{e .SWfatio? 
pf their" order,'. ?nd; pppiChei^ "foipc :'.'p<|i^on5 (19^ 
ferea(^h thereof: Hpoii which, the Aryhbidiop 
(Complained to the King, tha? th? Ju4^^. jj,?^ .i|»? 
vadcd the ^^pifojpar jufifdiaiopj apd thejf: yitr^t 
called' before the cpuridj. Richard lQp,pIcajij,^ 
fhat What they had '^oat wa^. according to- a^ 
of parliajnent;^ and at the ?eqvicft of tli? Ji^jc^ 
pf the pe2(ce.. Laws. and a^s pf parlianutpt'y^^ 
nothing tP C^iarics and.La^d^ for tjiw wciw^ opy 
(determined ; to nile thg natioq accpr^^g ." to " tKcij- 
pwn wilJ' aji. pleafu.r?^',in. fpt(? ^of ^l '^: j^ 
frhief juftice, waS: fejerpl^. ..i^c^xmn^^ji^ qrf 
dcred. to revoke his pe^ef n.qc.t *P5;fi;sjj whidi ^ 
^id'rafuch SI rastw.er, §1 Ipfl; feinj '?iU f^rc^i jft 
court ijQ time <»paing,. • 'This Fppi3PBp4" ;«i4 in- 
junaiofl, ilmpft brplfy;t|)?,ju4ge*^ fec^i;;.foir !ijt^ 
be ?;^.? pur of .ths 90"n«l' f^«W?b«;; f%^9^ ^ 
pixl pf .ppfftti ^K fears, .tj)|at" her- ^^.bct}? 
pf<!;r:?jjj.y ft«ken, by ?)iei .^L^el^^ifhpp, and ''m, Uk? 
Ijo hi^e t^Q choakcd; wult^'UWQ. ^Cjefis^. 
. jAviif npTy triu^t^h<sJ pv^r. thc.'Ju^ge^, jai^ 
T^c^it Q» vigprosifljc; ip pfpfani^jg thit'4^j^tbV }PP 
wrpte letters tp tlie biihpps to encouragia < y^^ 
and reyefe, bccapfe. thi?y were n«;c^r7 lop a 
fe^rc^doa to^ ^e, fw^Ie. 9^ $jw«tey%i |p^ Iwepinjj 
■ ■ ■ * " ^? 
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up 'the memolry of the dedication of churcbes; 
that' church ales were tieccffary to make the 
people od'erry aftet*. their fports in the church-^yard ; 
and that by the benevolence of the people on 
thofe ocqiiipns^ many poor people . were ' enablqi 
*to cift their bells and beaujtify their churches, 
and raife a fldck for the poor: that clerk ales 
were, ufeibl for better maintaining the pariil^ 
€ictk, ^i^here the falaries are fmall; that bid aUs 
atfe neceflary for relieving poor decayed families^ 
f^r this pu^rpofe their friends aflembleat'a Sun- 
day's feaft, and make a liberal contpbution for 
irhcir neceffity, Thefe were rcafons worthy of 
Xaud,;'who .never flicked at any, thmg that mighf 
fdrve his own purppfes and diftrefs the'nonrcon-r 
fbrmrfts:' For what* can be /more abfurd than to 
teach people, to obferve charity and. beq^volencc, 
at the* expetice of a pbfftive commandment of 
the .toi^rtHaw ? If the ArchbiiHop meant to cxr 
j}refe"his benevolence to the poor arid needy, he 
jnight havei found other methods than thofe of 
profaning the ,labbath day. The rcduflion of 
large, ichurch livings, arid the fequeft ration of 
deanf ancf thabter lands, would have' anfwered 
the purppfe far better;*' but this mannet of pro- 
ceeding ' was not fd,iagre€abie\to the biihops as 
that of making poor pdople fquander a'^ay their 
Ttioney in profaning that day, ^ which, by die 
fourth' cdntmiandment, all chHft^atis are obliged to 
keep holy/" ;• ' 

^ The Jnftices pf the pea^ were of a difife- 
rent opinion from the Archbifhop, for they figned 
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a humble pctitioa to the £ing^ therein thqf d^^ 
clare^ that thefe revels had not only introduced 
a great profanation of the LorcPs day^ but riot- 
ous tippling, contempt of authority, quarrels, and 
murders, and were very prejudicial to the peace, 
plenty, and good government of the country, and 
therefore pray, that they may be jfuppreffcd. It* 
is obferveable, that the firfi beginnings of all re* 
formations have had thdr principal rife among 
the laity, and that the clergy in general have 
been the laft to join therein ; and here W[e have 
the laity petitioning ^r the religious; obf<;rvatioa 
of the fabbath, when the jnetropolitan of all 
£lngland, and his clergy, were piecing for the 
profanation thereof* 

The Archbiikop> more effe^ally to fupport the 
profanation of the fabbath, prevailed with his Ma? 
jefty to publifh his father's declaration concern- 
ing lawful fports, to be lifed on the Sunc^ys, af- ^ 
ter divine fervice, which was accordingly done on 
October the dghteenth, with fome very remark- 
able additions. , Charles fays, ^ Out of a like 
^^ pious care for the fervice of God, and for 
^ fuppreiCng of thofe humours that 0{^fe trutb> 
*< and for- the eafe> comfort, and^ recreation of ^ 
^ hi$ Majcfty's well-deferving .people^ he . doth ra* 
'^ tify his blefled father^s declaration,; t^e rathef^ 
^' becatife of late, in fome counties of this king- 
*Mom, his Majefty finds, that under pretence of 
^^ taking away abufe, there have been a general 
'^ forbidding, not only of ordinary meetings, but 
'^of the Feafb of the dedications of churches^ 

"com- 


«* to]tattti)li^ talltd. wdktt :' It ii thferefore his iVfa- 
^jfelfcjrV fcxfri-eRWill.afaapfeafbrfc, that thefe feafts 
^ ^th- 6the^, fhdll be bbfcrVfed; and that all neigh- 
^' ho\irh66d ind frrtJotn, with hianlike and law- 
'*fulidterdfts, bfe tftd; and the Juftices of the 
^ pcaci aw cotamkndtedf, hdt to moleft any in 
*^ their recitation^, havifeg fitft dona their duty 
''to 'God, and cbhtlhning in bbcdience to his 
^ Majefly^s liWs* And he does fahtier will, thar 
** pdbliditioii bf thii?,' his' tbmthand; be made, by 
**'oMer from the BiOibps, through' ail the parilh 
» chtlf-ch^ flf iheif Teirtrall diod^rcs refpeaively/' 
Tbfe publifliing of this decl'aratiotl rtvivcd the 
tohtix^crlf totifccrtiing riie morality of the fab- 
l)ath, which remained dormant fof minj yc^rs^ 
yOne Mi- fertdfaUrnc, wrote a bcJct Ih defence of 
the mc^allty df the f^bbath day, which the Sifiiop 
df Ely \tai ordered by Laud to confute, and 
after 'hltti Heylin, thfc Afchbifliop^s chaplain- 
Thefe divined made the fibb^th a mere political 
tdntriTdnce> liable id hk thanged by ecclefiaitieal 
Authority, and to be binding iio farther than a 
few hours of puUic fervice; and that ill the in« 
ttriils, not only walking, but tfaized danciiig^ 
ittafque^, interludes, levels, kt. wert liwful and 
expedient. Hife fbber part of the tiitlofl were 
£bocked ii thefe imm6r^lfte$^ aUd much grietcd 
to fee themfelires invited by the authority df the 
Kinji and church, to do that which lobked To 
tike' a breach of an txprek comm^dment of 
Sod. It ajjpeared to them tb be much otlt of 
charaaer^ fdrfiifllopi and dergymeO; Wh6 ihotild 
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. be fuppdrtert of religion to draw men off from 
the praftipe of it in their families and clofcts, 
by enticing them to public diverlions. People are 
fond enough/ :of their own accord^ to run into ex- 
tremes of this fort, without any excitement to 
-.provoke them to the' praftice thereof j there is 
more need of fome reftraints in this particular^ 
than eticouragement and provocation; but the 
wifdom of rhefe times thought oiherwife. The 
court had their balls^ mafquemdes, and plays, on 
.the Sunday evenings; while the youth in the 
country were at theil revds, mdrrice dances^ 
ipay-games, church ^and clerk ales^ . and aU kinds 
jof recreationsi The • writers who have extolled '^ 
ihe piety of Laud and King Charles the Firft, 
have certainly had an uncommon ihare of ef* 
frontry, who could attribute piety to men> who 
not only were guilty of profaning the Lord's day 
themfelves, but punifbed fuch as would not con^ 
form to their methods of finning. Their pre** 
tended piety could be fio more than a mafque ^ 
of hypocrify^.to varniih over n multitude of fins< 
Laud's intention was principally to purge the 
church of the Puritans, whom he halted mor- 
tally; they were ordered to read the King's, de- 
claration on the Sunday, which was in r effcft to 
tell their hearers, that it was lawful to profane 
the fabbath ; which no honcft minifter could, do, 
with a good confcicnce. 

The Archbifliop preffed this declaration with- 
fo much rigour, that great numbers of the Pu- 
ritan divines were obliged to throw up ^helr liv-. 
.VoLlI. ' Mmm Hh 
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ifigs, and flee to other parts of the iTorld . fotne 
oyer to Holland, and fettled there; others vftat 
to America, and never returned* Some, ii^bo had 
lefs refolution than the reft, read the declaration, 
"which afterwards . gave them much uneafineis of 
mind; but all who did not conform in this par- 
ticular, were fefpended ab officio & ben^cie, 
though there was no authority from the King's 
declaration tor fbch fevertty. Laud and the 
high commiflion fufpended or deprived Meffrs 
Player, Hieron, Calmer, Wilfon, Wrath, Ebrey, 
Jones, Whitfield, Garth,* Ward, Farrol, Peggs, 
$nelling, all for refufing to read th^ dcclararioo. 
Some of thefe divines were likewife excommum* 
cated on the fame account ; and as far as church 
Authority could extend, were deprived of all en* 
[ joyments both in heaven und earth, for reftifing 
^ to teach the people to profane the fabbath. No 
defences were admitted, for when Mr Snelling 
dflfered to prove by the canons of the chorch^ 
and the laws of the land, and from the declara* 
tion itfelf, that he was not obliged to read it, 
the Archbiihc^ faid, in open court, that whofo- 
• ever (hould make fuch a defence, it ibould be bnmc 
before bis eyes, and he laid by the heels. Such 
tyranny as this is not to be found in the hii^ 
tory of any proteftant churches; even the church 
of Rome never proceeded fo far as to perfecutc 
hpneft minifters for refufmg to profane the fab* 
bath. 

The Archbifhop entered now upon a new 
projeft ; he wanted to reform the book of com« 
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jDOB prajer^ and render it more agreeable to 
popery aod Armioiaotfffl: thofe pafiages which 
fee^ied to favour the dodrine of election were 
left out, and thofe that'feemed to oppofe popery 
Were expunged <, . particularly that pafiage which 
calls the Pope Antichrift, was left out, and in- / 
flead of being directed againft the church of ^ 
Rome, i^ras levelled againft the Puritans* In the 
epiftie for Palm Sunday, inftead of. In the name 
€i Jefus,: as it was before Laud's time, it is now, 
according to the laft tranflation. At the name 
of Jefus every knee *ihall bow. It was great 
prefumption . for . Land, who was only a fmgle 
clergyman, or any number of them, to alter % 
iervicc book, , eftabiifhed by ad of parliament, 
and impi^e ihefe akeii^acions upon the whole body 
of the clergy.' The Puritans had long objeftcd 
agafoft bowing at the name of Jefiis, as a fu- 
perftitious praflke, which implied that there was 
more reverence due to the name of Jefus, than 
the names Chrifl; or Emanuel ; and, indeed, it is 
impofiible for* any perfon, who read^ the Greek 
New Teftament, to find any truth in the pre- 
fent tranflation of that paflage. The Greek words 
«r T«^ oKo^otli ought neither to be read as in the for« 
mer verilon, nor does the paflage imply any fuch 
pra^ice as bowing the knee at the name of Jefus: 
for it is both contrary to the genius of the Greek 
language, and the fcope of that paflage, to ren*- 
der it as in our tranflation. That paragraph ac- 
cording to its true fcope and intention, (bould be 
read, F^r^ or m account cf tbt name of Jefug 
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every knee Jhall bow, and ■ every ' tongue c&tfeji : 
For the apoftle ns • afligning the rcafon why all 
things in heaven and earth arc made fubjcft lo 
Chrift, feecaufe he humbled himfdf; and became 
a faviour for fmners; and the bowing of the 
knee is applied to things in heaven, and under the 
-earth, as well as to men who live Upon it; which 
plainly fliews, that literally bowing of the knee 
is not the thing which is intended to be taught 
from the paffage. It is full as matiifeft that c- 
very perfon who hears the name of Jefiis, fliould 
immediately confefe with the tongue that he is 
Xhrift, as that they fliould bo'hr the Ifflc^ at 
-hearing his name ftientioned. 

After the Archbifhop had reformed the Prayer- 
boolc, he next proceeded to reform the churches ; 
the communion table, which had • hitherto been 
-pfecal in the moft convenient parts cf the churches, 
where the cdmrnunicants might be cafieft fcrved, 
were now to be removed, and fixed under the 
Eaft wall of • the chancel, with the ends North 
and South in form of an altar, arid raifed two 
•or : three fteps above the floor, and to be en- 
compafled with rails. The church -wardens in St 
•<jrcgory's church, near St Paul's,' oppofed this 
fcherae, affirming, that it was their prerogative 
to order matters of this kind; but after they 
had tried this caufe in the court of arches, they 
•were obliged to fubmit to the will of this haughty 
metopolitan. Many minifters and church-wardens 
were excommunicated and obliged to do penance 
for neglcAing the Bifliops injun^ions, and fuch 
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pcrfons ai'refufcd to come up to the rails to 
receive the facrament, were fined or' excommuni-* 
cated according as the^ Bifhop thought meet. ' Se- 
veral' boofcs were written 'upon this flew contro* 
verfy; atnd with as much ^eal and wai^th, as 
if the whole of men's futuire happmefs had de- 
pended thereon; charity was not'the charafterif* 
tic of thofe times, ■ for all who would not, or 
could not fubmit to thdr nerghbours^ Opinion, were 
confidered as unworthy erf* iny favour either froni 
God or man. I-aud was now refolvedta carry \i\t 
point, and profecuted this afiair with unrelenting 
rigour all over the kingdom, puniffiiing thofe who 
oppofed him with great feverity, without the leaff 
• regard to the laws of the land. This created a 
divifion among the Bilhops, and raifed a great 
damour' among the inferior clergy: the Laudean 
party took upon them fo.make alterations ift many 
places, without ^ the advice' of their fuperiors, and 
thinkiag thenifclvesf' fafe under the ian^ionof the 
Archbifliop, frequently o&red affronts to their 
own diocefans, which produced litigious law fuits^ 
and ihiide the church of England truly* a church 
militant. ' The clergy who oppofed; the alterati- 
ons, where called DoArinal Puritans, and thofe 
who promoted them, were confidered as Dodrinai 
Papifts; The court clergy were of the latter 
fort, and were really fufpeded of a defign of in- 
troducing popery, on account of the fuperflitious 
bowing towards the altar, not only in time of 
divine fervice, but in paffing through the church* 
This was >^.pr»dice. unknown to the laity of 
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Skighiid before, this time;^ and was. fuppofed lo 
proceed from a belief of ct>e real prefence of Chri& 
in the facrameot or altar ; for there could nqi 
better reafoo be given for that worihip which 
Was paid by thofe cringings and bowiags towards 
the altar in comiosg and going put of the churclv 
Some thought that this new mode was an imi« 
lation of heathen wqrihipy becaufp they bqwcd 
with their facjs towards the £aft| which madq 
fliem qppofe it more violently^ as<^ ^ere hckctbe^ 
inftitution. 

To render the adoration more figntficant, the 
altars in cathedrals , were drefled in the mofi: 
pompous ^r^ppjng and . fqmiture, and all the ?ef- 
iels were cooperated in a fojemn manner. The 
cathedral of Canterbury was equipped according tQ 
the fortn of the Roman. miSkl, with two candler 
fiicks and tapers, a bafon for oblations, a cufhion 
for the fervice> a filver canifter for the. wafers^ 
like a wicker balket Hoed with camhrick lace^ 
the tonne on a cradle,, a chalice with, the image 
of Chrifty and the loft ihe^p, and pf the wife 
mca and (hr engraven on the fides and on the 
coiven The chalice Was covered with . a linea 
napkin, called the aire, embroidered with fiUc, two 
patins^ the tricanale being a round ball with afcrew 
cover, out c^, which sCued three pipes for the 
water of mixture, a credenfia or fide table, with 
a bafon and ewer or napkin^ and a towel to 
Wa(h before confecration, three kneeling ftooU 
covered and (luffed, the foot pace with three aff> 
cents covered with a Turkey carpet^ three chairs 

ufed 


( 471 ) 

ofed at ordinttioQS^ and the fsptm or rail vMx 
two afceots. Upon fomc altars was a pot, called 
die incenfe poc^ and a knife to cut the (acra* 
ment^ tiread. This furniture was likewife con« 
fecraced with great ceremony: the Archbilhop in 
hfs cope, with two of his chaplains in their fur« 
pUceSy having bowed feveral dmes towards the 
altar, read a ponion of fcripture ; then the vef* 
lels to be confecrated were delivered into the 
bands of the Anchbi(hop, who, after he had placed 
them upon the altar, read a form of prayer, de« 
firing God to bkfs and accept of thele vefiel^ 
which he feverally touched and elevated, ofierihg 
them up to God J after which they were not to 
be put to common ufet Archbiihop Laud feema 
to have been ^ great cohnoifieur in fan£lifying in« 
animate things, and well fkiiled in all the mum« 
meries of the Roman miflat ; and it apj>ears ver/ 
flrange, tha^ if he did bot taean tp introduce po'- 
pery, he (boukl have been fo zealous for its ritet 
and ceremonies. 

Laud was not Without his troubles tiotwithftahd-^ 
ing his great authority, ^ the lefturers gave him 
much uneafinefs; for thefd he ' Confidered as fup* 
porters of Puritanifm and the doftrine of Calvin^ 
and his mind was never at' eafe wheb bethought 
upon thofe fubje^; but in fuch cafes of dif« 
trefs, he had ode [^ncipal way of relieving him* 
felf, he applied to the King who never failed to 
giTc him the dcfired affiftance. Charles on thia 
cccafibn iffued hts injunAibns to the Bifllopa 
tf ' the jpir^vinct nH Caacerbury; (i) To ordaia 
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lio cldrg3m9an'\7]tKout a prcfentadon fo strlirlng; 
(2) or. without a certificate, . that he is provided 
of ftime churchy or (3) without fome place in a 
cathedral of coflegiate church ; br (4) unlefs he 
be a fellow of fome coHege; or ,(5)2 mifter of 
arts five years (landing; or {6) without' the id- 
ten tion of the Bifhop to provide for- bini. In 
confequence ' of thefe' itjuo^ions, no chaf^ainflup 
CO a noblintan's family/ nor :any invitatiba. to^ a 
lefltire coiild qualify a.perfon for ortjioation with-, 
out a living. This deprived many ' people of 
preachers, who were wflling and very defirous- 
of hearing the gcffpel. 

This year the famous trial of William Prynny 
Efq; > Barrifter it LaW, came on in the Aar- 
chimber^ for writing his Hiftriomaftix, a book- 
defigned ef^ecially againft ftage plays^ mafipies 
and dancing, &c. ^ The information fays, that- 
though the author knew that the Que^ and. 
Lordi of .the cQuneilr were, freqiiently prefenc- 
at thofe diverfionsy yet he had railed againft thbiC; 
and feveral others, as May-poles, ChrUlmas-keep- 
ing, dreffing hoirfes with ivy, feftivals, &c.' that; 
he had afperfed theQuten and commended fa&i-^- 
Qus perfons ; which things are of dangerous coo-i 
fequende td the realm and ftate« The copocil 
for Mr Prynn were Meffrs Atkins, Jenkins, Hoi- 
burbe, Horne, and Lightfoot; for the King was. 
Mr Attorney General Noy. ' After much . difpu- 
ting and reafoning on both fides, he was fenteaced 
to have his book burnt by the haqdsr of the comr . 
XBon hangmaOi to be put from; tine b^r^. ao^ cou 
^ "be 
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ie for cv«f ift?aiwi}ff of hh j^-ofe^^ to be turah 
cd bur of ^9 fociegr. pf {iiocol^'s Inn, to be dc^ 
gr^df4 mOxhrig 19 ibod/kl tkOipiibry at A/Keft- 
xqifi&^r -904 Q^^pikkt'to iofe both his ears^ qqc 
in : e^ pl^Si ta pajv a fine of fire tbouftod 
p9fiod% . mi to fniirr perpttu^ impr)(bnmeot« 

: -jfi £iw mmi^ a&or^i Dr ,BSaftiiiriebv « pHjficum 
St !CoH:h^fli^r» ^g| V^mxl before tbe high<»c(HDiBi^*> 
fion^ for writing. 4 rbook tntitMy JE&nchts MmM*- 
gimis i[>^ftiii$^ Vi^ fan appebdk cailo^ .FlageU 
im ■ J^vn^is 6f EjitfcopDnm LatfaUam. . ThSi 
\^9^ iSi^^ gmat offcBce to the JE^^ Biihaps^ 
bi^Cftfife ill defied the diioiie rig&c ^cf the order 
Df :;6KAkQps iibofe presbyters; fbr-'tfaislie vas dif^ 
ard^; iirckn: ittS:;p8o£dCqf^ ecncom ^ed 

9 tho^Md povods^ i and omfioed in prifo^ tUl he 
rto^ntiod^ Mx: Boi^ao, R D. MiivEftar of Friday*^ 
ftreisi^ HM5 .oommicted dofe pnTouer «p the Gais^ 
&^f(;^ for pabliflimg two fermoitt eDtitled^ Fop 
Qmt. and thi Kbig^ \m l^oufe and ftudy were 
hpokeh opep iftp> hj m fojeaat ac ami» and piU 
laged,. .GQDtrarjr to At iaw3 of the \mi aad the 
wtafdl righta pf oiaiikind. ^ ^ 

. JiClheib terrible pisoccedUigs made: mny tarn fk^ 
ti. \\Smt oatitte ctHintry, and ^ssoSoSl them to look 
G\Xt&>T an afylatm'in odier co&ntries^ wbere they 
nigiht lin peacesddy ^fid enjoy thie ff^ ettrc^ 
ef ilieir rel^ioQ wkhoat mbleftatioa^ Mr John 
Gottoii^. Eeibw of Eananuel Cbll^, Cambrklgej 
Mf John QaveBpcyrt^ ¥icar «f Ceieman-ftredF^ 
I/)ndoa ^ . Mr .ThQinaa £bols^^ i'^owof Em« 
: "Vol. JL N n a manucl 
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jnaovel Gdllege, Cambridge^ after ' fuSbring H great 
deal of hardih^j, wear ' OTcr to New Eogland 
and fpent the , remainder of their days in the fer« 
vice of the golpel ^ all th(^e minifters were per- 
fons of eminent charader, and ' much cfteemed by 
their flocl^s and all good men who were acquaints 
cd with them. They were peffecutcd by Laud 
merely becaufe they could not apprpve of thofe 
popiih modes of rieligious' worfl^ip, which he had 
fiow introduced into the church. . / 

This year died Dr 'William Ames, an Eaglifh 
Diving, and profcffor of divinity, in the Univer- 
iity of Frandcer, he was author of a book much 
celebrated by the Galvinifts, called, DeConfcicQ* 
tia, and fome others. After; he had coodnued 
twelve years at Franeker, he reigned his profcf- 
for£bJp and accq>ted of an:: invitation from the 
Engliih congregation at Rotterdam to be thdr paf* 
tor. He was much troubled with an afthmatical 
cbmplafinty which made him leave Franeker, be^f 
caufe the air of that place was too {hai|> for him, 
and in the winter fcafon he was very much dif. 
tre0cd. He was determined to have gone to New 
England, but his afthma returning in the begin* 
Ing of winter, put an end to his life on the four- 
teenth of Norember, one thouland Ik hundred 
and thirtj-thrce. His wife and children embark- 
ed for new. England nextfpring, and. carried with 
them his library of books, which was . accounted 
f great treafure to tjie country at that time. Dr 
/Vmes was a very learned divine, a ftrift Calvi- 
{)iit in his doibipe/ t>ut an indcpeadeot in his 
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perfuaiion mth regard to. the form of church 
governitienc and difcipline. In his difputes with 
the remonftrants in Holland, he difcovered a good 
degree of polemical acumen, and great ikill in 
the fcriptures; his arguments for the molt part 
are plain and cpncluliTe, and bis.I^tin ftile eafjr 
and unaSededi He appears to have beiCQ both a 
learned and good. man« 

This year Dtud made an attempt. to .^j., 
diftiirb the church of Ireland, and the ^^* 
Walloon churches, ih England. He aideavoured 
to bring the church of Ireland to adopt the ar« 
tides of .England^ ;and for this purpofe a canon 
was pafled for approving of the Engliih articles^ 
which was done wish but one. diflenting voice. 
This canon made the church, of Ireland oblige 
herfelf to denounce excommunicatipn againft all 
fuch as affirmed, diat any of the thirty*nine ar- 
ticles of England were fuperfticious or erroneous ; 
fo by this means the whole body of the Puritans 
were hereby excommunicfiied, and the Irifh ar- 
ticles againft Arnuniaoifm, which maintained the 
morality of the Sabbath, were excluded^ . 

Mr Sheppard, author of a book intitled. The 
Sincere Convert, fled to New England this year, 
he was fadly harraflxsd by- Laud and the reft of 
the Bifhops, which made him take his farewel 
of Old England^ and fettle at Cambridge in 
'New England, where he continued pallor of a 
church till his . death. With Sheppard went over 
Mr John Norton, who fettled at Ipfw/ich ia 
I Nona ; Ne\R( 
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New England, and ' was afterward? remoTed to 
BoitoD, Where he died.' * 
' The French and Walldbn churches now fcverely 
felt the tyranny of the Archbifliop : The mem- 
bers of thcfe Aurdhes were about ten thotifand, 
"whom Laud Wanted to briDjg into fubjcftibn to 
fiis ^piicopal authority, and; for this purpolb pro- 
pofed to them the following articles of enquiry: 
•p-Dp you life the putch or French liturgy? — 
Of how many defccnts are you Cncc you came 
to England? — 6q Ifach as are bom here in Eng- 
laind conform tb the Engliih ceremonies? The 
ininifteh and dders demurred upon the . queftion^ 
and iuMcd tapod ilhcrr ctiartef^ wKjdi had Been . 
granted by Ed^rd the Sixfth, and confirmed five 
timejs in the reigri of Jamtsj and r^icc by Charles 
hlmfelf, by* yirtiie whereof they had been ex- 
cepted from ejpifcopial jiiril3i6lian till this time. 
Bat Laud did not regard theii- charter^ fie fcnt 
them the tWo following ifijunftibns by. his Vicar 
Gfiitncral. — Thit all who were bom in England 
of the Walloon and Dutch congregations, Should 
repair ^to their parifli churches.— That thofe who 
were tipt patlves, btStt came from abroad, while 
they remained ftrangers, might ufe their own dif- 
cipline,i as , formerly. This was at once taking 
away liberty of confcience from all who Ihould 
hayc the ifiisfortunc to be! bom in England, 
and tdling the nation that eve i^y fubjed fiiould 
conform to the diflaies of Laudj and, in fpitc 
of all convifiion to thfe contrary, pubKcly approve 
iof thcEnglifli difciplinfe/ Thefc churches pleaded 
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for a toleration; but fiivouts of this fort Were 
not to be obtained from a man^ whofe fedings 
were become callous to the entreaties of thofe i 

who could not reafonaUy fubmit to his juri^i^- 
tion. ' It was in vain to reafon with a pcrfeti 
concerning prmciples of ciqnfcieiice, who hind no 
principles of hiis own, except private intereft, and 
never, m the whole courfc of tts Hfe, fek fdc 
other p^opl^'s ^iftrefi; WHto theie fordghers ap^ 
plied to the King, and the Mayor of Cantei%tuy 
and others interceeded for tbem, his Majefty re- 
plied, Wi wuft beKev€ eur Bijfihp^ The account 
which Lafud had given concerning thefe protef- 
tants was, That they were a neft of fchifmatics, 
and that it ,wtis better to liave no fordgd chtirdies 
than to indulge non-conformity. The Archbilhop ' 
afTured thejn that his ^fajefty was refblved to have 
tils jnjuudions obeyed, and that all thdr children 
of the fecond defeent, bom in England, Aionld 
refbrt to their parifh churches; and his lordihip 
added, thit if they did »ot conform, that he would 
proceed againft ' thditu according to the laws and 
eccT^lUftic^ c^nojii Accpfdingly fomc of their 
churches were prohibited^ others ihut'up, and 
theTr affemHids diffolred ; thdr nrihriters were ftiA 
pieridedi. iand itany df thdr pipople left the king- 
dom. ' TKi? wis a greitlofe to the nation ; for 
thefe pi-oteftants wdre in genera! inanufafturers^ 
ivho &{^pcjrted nr^n^ hu6dreds df poor pebple, 'by 
isinploy^ng thek fax bufi^efe, whendby they \itth 
enabled to malqtain tHdr/fsimiliies,' and B^e-^c- 
ccntly, .... 

the 
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The Archbifliop not only pcrfecutcd the pfci» 

teftancs who; reiided in il^gland^ but endeavoured 

:to ihew all the difrefpeA he could to the foreign 

churches abroad. The Queen of Bohemia^ King 

.Charles's filler, folicited. her brother, in a moft 

earneft manner^ to adipit of a: public colleftion 

pver England for the. poor perfecuted mini- 

iters of the Palatinate, ..who were banlfhed their 

couni;r7 on account of their religion. Charles, 

upon her folicitation, granted, a brief to go 

through the kingdom j but when it came to 

Laud, he excepted againil a. claufe thtri^in, which 

affirmed, that thefe proteila^ts fuffered for the fame 

religion which was. profe^ed in England. Tbe 

rBifliop's objedions were theie two; the religk)D 

,of ' the Palatine is that of Calvin, and is not tbe 

fame with that of England, becaufe their mini- 

Uttn have not epifcopal ordination. He objeded 

,t9 the church of Rome being called Antichrift, 

becaufe it wodd then follow that.ihe was in no 

.. . 

capacity to convey facerdotal power jn ordmaftions ; 
and confequently the minifters in the thurch of 
England could not be rightly ordained, for they 
had no orders except what they had derived from 
the church of Rome. Thefe wild objections Laud 
propofed to the King, and though they were of 
themfelves abfolutely abfurd, they had fuch weight 
with Charles, as made him put a flop, to the 
colledion, that it did not fucceed according to 
•the intention of the brief. Some, of the Puritans 
hearing that this coUeAion did not fucceed, iign- 
ed a private letter to their friends^ defiring them 
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to colargc their charity, is to mca- of the famfe 
faith and, perfuafioa \rtth themfcives;^ and pro* 
mifed to take care (^ the right diftfibution of 
thd money: biit as ibon ak'Laiki -llfta^^of it^ he 
cited thofe di?ine» before the -high! c<$ffi^ididn» .and 
put a ftip to the' cdHcftfedl 'SOcti 'a '^itioatfer ^of 
inhumanely as this Archbiihdp neVei^ di%raced aft 
ctHfcdpjal fee ; for he neither would do godd^bimfelf, 
nor fiiflkr other people to doit. -What CGoiild &e more 
inhuman 'and batbalrotis than, for fome fDoalt dif- 
fefen€t of fentiment> • to endeai?our tcT ^ftarve his 
fellow creatures^ wbed the^ were httffitrly* craving 
fupplyf a perfdn^ ^pable of fucH nnfeciing Bar- 
barity, tonld with ^ no propriety of language bt 
fti|)pofed ^to bdieve any one article of the chrif- 
mn religion. The name of ArchbiGbop Laud^ 
ibppc^e he had never done any c more atrocious 
widcedniefsy will, c» account of this iingle deed, 
ftink in the noftrils o£ all good men who read 
bis hiftory, till the htdft. ages. : . . ^ 

The cafe of the Puritan mJniftcrs was now ^^ 
deplorable;; they were; hefcc >yith fpics, : ^^j 
and haunted perpetually with Incandiaries, who 
mingled with them.' in all: cbmpaioJes, and 
watched their words and behaviour; :fo that every 
unguarded expreffion which they at: any time o&i 
eafiohally tittered, t^as carried to the Bifliops and 
Improvdi to their di&dvantage. . This odions^ prac- 
tice of informing w«s carriedfofar ith^t.many were 
obliged to forfake thdr places df aj^pde, and flee 
to fbre^n countries that they might live unmo- 
jcfted and enjcgr their liberty. The pra^Uce of 
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fmigmidom became now fo freqpent, that tbc 
cojoncii fpapd . then^dves o^iged to publjfti a {Nro« 
tlamancHi to lorhid all perfops^ excqp^ .failprs and 
iaidm^y iMr€i6nn;and fdAor^ to depart (jbe kiog* 
dogs ^Itho^t hift^ Majefly'^ ti^eace. , i.^ptr^h-^ 
Himdiog iif thii pfocla^^Uopi) loapy (liUIJ,,ww^^ 
jbro^; and this, year Mr Wktef, fellow «f St 
Johflt'Ss Gdkge; Qmbridgrrjt #q4 Mr Rkh&rd Mf-^ 
fher, Mx^er of Toxtetb^ slefr Liv^rpool^ &i2ed 
to' Nbw.Epgtod, and arrived *t 6dfl»o.t. : Ti^ 

gmti^MXk ms gmndfyihcr of t\» hm^^ J^oswi 
Mith^, l«rlK)WrMe the bifbr^/of Nqv &ig]atii 
This year Laud endieaTOiirQii . tf> exspud his 
jX)wer fltUl fmthcr; he w Hfohed to, ibring 
part of tbft^ b9ifiod& . of Wdtmmfter^hall Imq the 
jtcddiaftioal coucts. The dyiliflitis who ^Ifore ,gtf 
nerdly du^ to the Bifliop% ae being partly dcn- 
4;yiiieii/ ac^ partly biflac^s, chanddlorsi^ aodootn* 
tni&ria^. afiifiredtfae ArchtHflbiop ftrongly in diffi 
particular. They .q^fed tiie prbbibittosKfi^ add 
pther ptweedings at law^ on bdbdrif of the i^i- 
ritual c0ait8, with a zeal wiiidi loufiy piioddtned 
tfaidkr fdfifii difpofitioD, a^ fhswod &e. mercefcia- 
17 turn ^ their minds } daey had akeady pip* 
tttred (baie privileges abd ordfecs from the King 
te behalf ^ die civil Law^ whidi cxdisded the 
4^her btti^s from having any &aj^e in thofe plead» 
mgs ^/ti\tki Were carried diiui tiieir courts. 
: Thi^ ^de the gnenttenmi of the otfanr fncidty 
Mamies td ii^ Sifhops ;and thdr conrts^ vi^idh 
th ^his etid did them an ibjfOfy^ and . procured 
theft foes. Wba had it m their pooftr to nftft 

the 


48r ) 

the' dergy in their cftates and poffeffions more 
xhktfi^cy^ could injure •them in their^ prafticfei 
TfOfS eiarendoii allows that it was HI /policy .tb 
grant Tuch privileges to the eccfefiaftical couftSL 
bedaufe in thefe cburts all proceffes ire attended 
wirii more trouble and expencc than in thofc of 
^ Weft6iinfter-hill, ;''^s' afl pferforis ' hkie reafon t6 
kiov'^hp ii^ve;trfeci the icxpenment. ' Laud was 
pof^cyen fatisfied, with this advgncemenr of chfirich 
iuthority, but likbwife prevailed Wfth" the Kingi 
ftrf/all'the Biflibps tb hold their courts in their 
bwn • names ^and bV their own' fealsl without let-' 
ters patent pifdel- ttte 'great ^feal.^ 'f his was ^x- 
prfefsly^conitniry ta the law of the' land, ex{5reffed* iir 
the «itute rft; of ^Edward* tfte;SixtK, tap. 2, whic|i 
dechi^cs-that all^cclefiaftlcal jurifdiftioii is immediate^ 
ly derired from the crown ; indaH perfdns exe!rcifingi 
fuch jurifdifildn,. ffiall haVe in their feals the Kirig'S 
irms/'and (hali ufe Ao otfcer feal c)f Jurifdiafon, bii 
pdrn of imprifonment. * By tranfgreffing this 'law, aft 
the cJergy in ^England were HaWc ro a prcfnunire. 
for* afting ^without a commiffiori, feeing ali jurif- 
di^ibn t)f this fort ought, according to law, td 
bc' exercifcd in the King's name, fignffied by let- 
ters patent; uncler his Majefty's feal. ' ' 
• The Archbi(hop went on rapidly from ^ ) 
one acquifition of power to another, that ^ ^ * 
all ^perfons of any judgment and ' fdrefight per- 
ceived he could not continue long : He now pro^ 
ceeded j in confequence of his metropolitan right, 
to' vifit the two Univerfities, which he did with 
a vengeaoce, and- caafed a new- 'body ■ of- ftatotes 
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to be inwn up, which (hewed his attadisicxif 
to popery, more than io^.the ioterefts of the re- 
formarioo. He refle<(ted feverely upon the oxder 
which had been introduced in the reign of Ed* 
ward, and faid that the tJniTediiy was difcom* 
pofed by that King's injunAions, and (he flatter- 
ing noveky of the ^g;^; but he commends the 
diibipline under the reign of Mary, where he 
fays^ That inbred candour fupplied the want of 
ftatutes. In this Laud fpoke like himfelf, and 
has given fufficient reaibn for any impartial peiiba 
to conclude, that popery was .mor^ agfreeable to 
his heart than the religion of the New Tefta^ 
inent. The JBiihops ptroceqded: fiill farther, and 
^tended their power to a poore extrafagane fk^ { 
they framed; new articles of yifitation in thdif ow^ 
names, without the King's ical and ^u^iority, 
and adminiitred an. oath of enquiry, to the church-* 
gardens cwcen4qg theip^ . -T^ ^^ ^ perfeA 
pfitfage upon. all. laws,, cofitrary to the aA of finbr 
miSpJiB as^^.P^'^cnry die Eighth, f:ap, 35, an4 
the .|2tb canon of one thquiknd fix hundred an4 
^ree, which declarer, That whofo^ver ih^iU af^ 
^m it Mwfpl for anyibrt of inioiflcrs or, lay 
perfons to aflemble, and make ruiesi ordeJifSy 9od 
oouftitution^?* in caufes ecdefiaftical, without the 
King's autl^ority, aod (ball, (xi^m^ ihemfehes . iq 
be ruled and governed. i>y tben^^ |hall be fxma^ 
pwinicaicd. 

Theie ardclca of enquiry were ihf occaficm of 
jn^oite mifehief to many ; for iome : weak and 
fppli^ Ifpple affowtcd U^qofidyes bond by ihti 
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oath tp^ iQ^iMm agfHafi their neftreft tellrioBf, tide 

btfcattfe tla^ were gujity of znj immorality^ bufc 

becanfe (tuey f^l^ itt: (»nd inftances to ob^fervf 

the BuQippa iojun^(ms ; : and other$» from mallei^ 

<His ii^fcmioBS, informed. ^gpiupA their coniciAcioiil 

ndghboursy on purpofe to ruin them. Some ckureht 

i?an}ens , jf^fuled to Jake^ tbe oath^ UsaA vent im» 

pnfoned^ and forced to • ^do . paiiancft '-'-It- was: oiado 

criiaaiaal for any .perfofi. t^ fay^ than it leas' un^ 

lawful to take that oatb^'aUd fucb as were fe 

laih a& tO; fpe.ak; tl^ 1mind on .diat psirtfciiiaiv 

wevf pwi^ed a|Ccor4«^j -The Bihopscnow rvltd 

|vkh .ijUKontiroided 'tfatbbfftrfp and sdLiihd did not 

(A>cif itbfte were fuce tdsfeel the eSe& oi t!hd# 

ind^iioQ^ Thi6 Snrttans chiefly* fiek r^ infini 

ence^of thefe te4r armlea of enquiry ^ibr of alt 

fioflf,' Whu!b/ it waft pofllble fbr any perfon I4» omn 

^itp Q06e Wat; aooiumcdt fo atiDctona as non-^ 

conformity ; the leaAr dc^^rce of an offence of 

|hi» iS>f!^ w»9 ftifflfient m min: any. .perf<^ to laU 

tnti^nt^r giid pnrpofes ; 'they: werr excmmnQiiicated 

jErom thti icommmkion of the church., aiid^delifeced 

over if0 fttan^ Atidr ptnitftKd m finji » manrier .by 

|ebe 'high cpomMsffioiii atnd fyhiiua} conrts, aa^ would 

bafiie piizzkd the dbvil faimfeif to hare cobtriteil.^ ^ 

Th« feytre eicecucion of thofe articles, i rained at 

onca wbole familial^ * who were deprived of all 

Uvetihood' for non-coBforsmy : in Ids than two 

yearsi -upward^ of fifqr pibns and fober nuniftem 

Wieite: fcfpcnded and filenced, for the moft part 

in the dioeefe ot Norwidi. Bifhbp Wren^ aik( 

ffiiXxShc M^ntsgxie, ihewed no mercy; d^ef 
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Airharged- ^dil leduresy and li^prited the ItQxxrcn; 
io, that*wi!h0ut eonfideriqgi either 'the^]6fs^of*ebe 
tieople^ or the dtftrefe of the minifters -and 'their 
&tiiiiies,< they (fufp^nded^ 'and fitfcticed them ^tt) uD* 
Ms they woiirld cofifopm' to- the idjUodiMis *-6f 
€he*'Biihop$.' - '^ ' ' ' - :•• • ■• '• /.:i^^^•J«^J'•• 

-' -The ^hiircsh i)f Inglifid- w* ^tiow at the^-ltcight 
of her: ijple*idoj:,-alQd grafped kck only-^t- 'ifll fpi- 
ritual^ ifurirdiftlbD^ . but.i It ^ thfc V high^ • ofeccs 
of ftaw ijididt), iBUhQ^ of London^ '^as ' de- 
^dflired .high-«i0reafiireT>^4:f Sngfand^ and next in 
l^reccdcDGc foflllve^ A^chVilhopw'' THis^ iieWl «rea- 
fuitei!. bad tbeida^ bar Onottlf^ kn6v(it at 'C(Mi¥t,^'fbr 
tebadobtto'' no imdrettbanJlTJ ^private ^hdj^laitt to 
thii Kio^ sold bead of acme tdRtfatt nieM^fti^^onfes 
}0 Oxfojtl^ r.Nio ddrg^iariaif vhad . held ! th 
fioeci ilnQiiisicp 6t, popei^,' bni Laad^ tallied hhn« 
ielfiupon ;Dhi$; QomioktidiDb' for^ia bisdiatyho 
hfs^ Jfl /Ae \thurcb .mli-hot^^fhofd t benches, un^ 
dtr rGod,'.:il^cafi zlaina m^f'i^^Thlk preferaiCTt of 
Juxtdn^.s.gaire.gmit//offeiTte to >the pobiliry^* -and 
ibo wh61ei.i)ody of 'the'ky^'gendisroefi; th€^ <on- 
fidered: the- diurcb ^ a gtlph; u^hicb- wa^ ^Hke to 
fwaUow up in. iti vortqi laih the j great offioea of 
ft^c;:.fbr tberbv were ihan^^ befides Jtixcoti^ ^hd 
1?ei1c jttj ihigH-CxpeflatioiL.of. being >prcf«nJcd to 
♦JirH; digniijc?,,: The cleigy in general began to 
hehaTetfuperdHionny towaids, their neigbWirs of 
^•qiialityy.TaQd lodked with contempt . upon .tfadr 
patnoQS. nWhen they .^xrere put in. theiCoromiffion 
6f ih?' pcafce, they a6lcd like tyrants to all their 
iBferiors^.and behaved ;ideipttefull7 . Itowirdg ..their 

^uals: 



